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Description

CONDITION

(Check One)

D Excellent £] Good Q Fair Q Deteriorated

(Check One) • .' 
g Altered Q Unaltered

• : Q *win* •• .n Unexpomed
(Check. One), 

G Moved ^ Q Ordinal Sire

EXTERIOR . ." • •, '•'•(•
The Dickehson House, whose outside dimensions are 20 feet by 3k feet, 

is of solid brick construction, 2%> stories high. The facade is three bays 
wide, with the entrance door in the center. It is one room deep. The house 
sets on a high basement, with exposed cellar windows above grade and bev 
eled brick water table. Small pent roofs between, first and second floor 
windows shed water away from foundation. The main cornice is of the boxed *J 
with bold crown and bed moldings. The steeply pitched roof is covered with 
wood shingles. There are no dormers. Massive brick chimneys rise at each 
end of the house and are contained within the.exterior walls* Small brick 
pilasters are worked into the shafts and terminate1 in corbelled caps. Win 
dow are divided into nine lights over nine lights with heavy muniins on 
the first floor. Second floor windows are divided'nine lights over six 
lights, •- - .-"

The attraction;, of the exterior is the patterned .brick gable end. It 
is completely covered with a design in glazed brick;:headers. It is said to 
be the most decorated of its type and is fairiy uricoihmoRV^ < At the first • 
floor level there is a series of vertical solid and .sprouting diamonds 
which rise to an inverted "V" midway in the second floor, which seperates 
the date "17£U". The upper gable contains the initials^ °H which stand 
for John arid Mary Dickinson, the builders. '••

INTERIOR " ', .''••' • ..
The plan is said to be of Swedish derivation.' One enters into the 

principal first floor room with a large fireplace,and^staircase winding 
up to the second floor at the right side of the fireplace. The fireplace 
wall was paneled in wood, originally, and is now .installed in the Chicago 
Historical Society, as the "New Jersey Room", It is unique in design. A 
heavy wood cornice with dentils surrounded the room*;" The .other main room 
on this floor is a "Parlour", The fireplace wall/here'is fully.paneled to
the left of the fireplace but terminates at the rignVside of the chimney 

breast. The rest of the fireplace wall is plastered. Wide old floor boards 
exist throughout the house. The second floor has'two bedrooms. A stair hall 
and new bathroom have been created by using the space of the third, open 
bedroom at the top of the stairs. Bothp bedrooms have fireplaces and panel 
ling. The wall at the top of the stairs is also, -paneled* Another stair rise;* 
from the second floor to a full attic.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

ARCHITECTURE:
^^ohi^pickinsonj who built the Dickinson House^ was a great, great 

grandson of John Fenwick, who bought a large tract of land in southern 
New Jersey from William Penn, upon which a part of this house house stands 
The house was originally built in 1?£1|. This date can be attested to by 
the fact that the date, 17£l|j and the initials of the original owners, 
Mary and John Dickinson, appear on the south gable. Besides the builder 
and the date, the entire southern elevation is covered with blue glazed 
brick. This brick work is said to be one of the finest examples of the 
glazed brick pattern to be found in the state if not the nation.

There are claims that the first residents of The Dickinson House 
were forced to pierce holes in the original doors in order to protect 
themselves in case of attack by the Indians.

Ownership of the house passed through several hands over the years. 
The Dickinson family owned the house untill 1780 when it was sold to 
Rachel R. Plsher. In the 19th Century there were two owners, Charles 
Stokes and George Watson. The Watsons sold the house in 1915 and since :, 
then the house has been owned by several people.

(sea contination sheet)
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7. .DESCRIPTION CONTINUED
Dickinson House, Salem County, New Jersey -^

Alterations to the Dickinson House include the removal 
of the paneling around the fireplace in the principal room. 
This paneling was purchased by an enterprising South Jersey 
antique dealer and sold to a dealer in New York, who later 
sold it to the President of the Chicago Historical Society, 
who later donated it to the Society.

Other alterations include a one story addition to the 
rear that currently serves as the kitchen and a one story 
wing to the opposite gable end from the pattern work. This 
addition is used as a garage. The front porch was removed 
and replaced by a reproduction wooden stoop with bench seats 
The pent roof across the facade has been restored. An 
unoriginal double front dormer has been removed.

(6f «^>
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SIGNIFICANCE CONTINUED
^r '*" i f ss House, Salem County, New Jersey oj.

The Dickinson House has architectural significance both 
for its appearance and for its influence oh other buildings. 
The patterned brickwork on the gable end has been described 
as "almost baroque in design and absolutely unique." (Love, 
p. 44) Several students of early American architecture have 
described the design as the most ornate pattern found in 
America. With its sprouting diamonds, clusters, ellipses, 
solid diamonds, and other designs, the pattern on the 
Dickinson House embraces all the diaper designs then known 
to American and English masons. The design on the Dickinson 
House has been copied on numerous occasions and its influence 
can be seen throughout several of the American colonies. 
In his Ph. D. dissertation on patterned brickwork in America, 
Paul Love concluded that'the design on the Dickinson House 
has influenced the pattern on several other houses in Salem 
County such as the Samuel Bassett and the Samuel Swing Houses, 
several houses along the eastern shores of Maryland and 
Virginia, and even the Lastrapes House in St. Landry County, 
Louisiana.

The Diciinson House also has architectural significance 
on the local level because of other aspects of the house. 
Excluding the patterned brickwork, the house has many 
features that 'typify, Vthe type of building erected during the 
mid-eighteenth century. The Flemish bond brickwork with 
glazed headers on the facade, the wooden stoop with bench 
seats, the pent roof, the box cornice, the corbelled inside end 
chimneys, the interior floorplan with the staircase to one 
side of the fireplace, and the interior paneling are all 
characteristic of country homes found throughout the Middle 
Atlantic States.

The minimal number of alterations and the existence 
of so many original details make the Dickinson House an 
excellent example of the type of home built and occupied 
by relatively well-to-do colonists.
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