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_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object
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N/A
6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

AGRICULTURE: agricultural fields
DOMESTIC: single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories fronn instructions)
MID-19" CENTURY: Federal/Greek

Revival

Narrative Description

Bristol. Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Non-contributing
3 0 buildings
1 0 sites
structures
0 objects
0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
0

Current Functions
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AGRICULTURE: agricultural fields
RECREATION

VACANT (buildings)

WORK IN PROGRESS

Materials
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foundation STONE: fieldstone: granite block

walls WOOD: weatherboard: shingle
roof ASPHALT
other N/A
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7. DESCRIPTION

Setting and ste layout

The Codding Farm islocated just ahalf mile west of the center of North Attleborough MA, on the north
dde of High Stredt, a #217. High Stret begins & North Washington Street, the major north/south route
through the center of the "North Village" before the establishment of US Route 1 to its eedt in the 20*
century. Thefirst two eastern blocks of High Street are built up primarily with late 19"-century
resdencesin avariety of Victorian styles, and are listed on the National Regigter as part of the High,
Church and Gould Streets Historic Digtrict (1999). From the western edge of the district High Street
crosssswest over the roadbed of the former Old Colony/Walpole & Wrentham Branch Railroad, after
which it gradualy becomes awinding, more rura road. The Codding farmsteed is located dose tothe
road about 250 yards padt the railroad right-of-way. To itswest, between the farmstead and a recent small
subdivison on Josgph Grimaldi Drive, isalarge late 19"-century house. On the south Sde of the road,
svad modest mid- and late 19*-century houses gand directly acrossfrom the farm. Oppodte the west
end of the farmgtead isthe accessdriveof Circle Court, alae 20*-century senior housing complex that is
st back from the road.

While the farm has over 900 feet of frontage dong High Stret, the bulk of the historic property (most of
it not included in this nomination) sretches north from the road for 58.33 acres ending a8 Wes Stredt,
with asmdl corner extending just over the town line into Plainville. The Codding Farm isthe doset
large undeveloped parcd of land to North Attleborough center, and is till covered with acombination of
fields and former pastures, meadows, and deciduous woods. It isonly the core of the farm, however, with
the buildings of the farmstead and two largefields, thet isincluded in thisNational Register nomination.
That trapezoida piece, "Parcd B" as shown on the Codding Farm Subdivision Plan of 2007, contains
approximatdy 3.78 acres, and includes the resources determined by the Town to be mogt in need of
protection - buildings, structures, and historic landscape dements.  On the parcdl's rear portion isa hay
field about two acresiinsize, occupying agently rising dope and ringed with trees. (Photo 1) Ancther,
amdler fidd islocated a the southeest corner of the property neer the road. (Map #7.) Beyond the latter
field, and outsde the boundaries of the nominated parcd, the southeest corner of the farm condgds of a
broad, low wetland that is annudlyflcodedin the winter and used for skating.

The Codding farmstead is made up of three, south-facing, freestanding buildings placed quite dose
together - the 1 Vi-gory farmhouse with asuccesson of pardld dlsextending to eech sde (Map #1), a
two-bay equipment shed (Map #2) which nearly touches the eest end of the house, and asde-gabled
barn with apartid rear cowshed wing (Map #3) standing afew feet eadt of the equipment shed. Infront
of the house isasemicircular paved driveway. Abutting the eest end of the bam isajumble of rocks that
may remain from the foundation of an atached shed or other structure.  Beginning afew feet eadt of the
rocks, abroad fieldstonewall (Map #6) dreticheseast.  Otherfiel dstonewallsline the edge of High
Street eet and west of the endsof the circular drive.

(continued)
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Landscgpe plantings on the property include someold lilacs dong the west section of roadsde wall, and
some 20™-century ornamentd shrubs in front of the house - rhododendrons, azdees hollies, and yews.

The Abid Codding (Richards/Codding) Farmhouse (ca. 1833)

The farmhouse (Map #1, Photos 210 6) is acenter-chimney Cgpe Cod cottage facing directly south &
adight angleto the road. The main house, 34 x 26 fedt, isflankedby two nearly equa-sized one-gtory
dde dls. Thewes ell mesaures 18x14 feet, the eedt ell 15x 14. The planes of both of their front
walls are st ebout 12 feet back from the front faBade of the main house, but their reer walls continue
the plane of the mainrear wall. Attached to the outer end of the west ell, with itsfrontwall in the same
plang, isasmadl, low-roofed 14 x 8-foot early 20*-century ell. Attached to the opposite, eest end of the
house isalarge utility shed that matches the dimensions of the eest ell - 15 x 14 feet - but issat severd
feet back from the plane of the ell's frontwall. Each section of the house hes an agphdt-shingled, sde-
gebled roof, with the ridge line of each outer roof st lower than the one to which it isattached. Such
an arangement cregtes alow, Soreading "connected farmstead” arrangement, but one that isfairly
unusud: anearly symmetrica variant on that building type. The entire building isclad in wood
clapboard except for the reer and side walls of the eedt atached shed, which are wood-shingled. The
foundation of the main house is granite block on the front and sdes, andfieldstoneand broken granite
dabsa therear. All of the outer sections rest onfiel dstonefoundations; the inner west ell isthe only
appendage with acdlar. There isone narrow, rebuilt brick chimney, positioned just eest of center in
front of the main roof ridge. Thetwo ell chimneys have been removed above the roof

In many ways, the core house istypical of Cgpe Cod cottages built in the second quarter of the 19*
century. The Cgpe Cod house was built in large numbers in southeestern Massachusatts over along
period, but isasomewhat rare building type in North Attleborough. The faade isasymmetrica five-
bay arangement, with acentra doorway that features four-pane siddlights st over single pands The
entry and the flanking faBade windows have flat, unadorned casngs, their tops st severd inchesbdow
theeaves Thewindows are 2/1 5 their seehes probably replaced early in the 20" century. Two widely-
goaoad gable-roofed dormers on the front dope of the roof are additions of the late 20* century, as ae
the louvered plagtic blinds a thefirst-storywindows. The eest end-wall of the main house hes one 2/1
window at the first gory infront of the ell, and asmal double-hung window in the gable pegk. The
west end-wall hes alate 20™-century projecting plant window &t the first story, and areplacement 66
toward the front of the gable wall, above the ell. (Photos 3 and 5). The faBade of the inner west éll, the
largest of the gppendages, hes (reading from et to west) two 2/1 windows and a single 20* -century
sx-pand door. (Photo 6). The smal 66 window in the geble pegk of that section, which hes the knife-
like muntinstypical of the mid-19* century, may be the oldest window inthe house. The faBede of the
outer, lower-height westernmogt ell hes two widely goaoed 4/4 windows, and awindowless geble end.
(Photo 6.) At the eest end of the house, the faBade of the inner ell hes afour-pane door a theinner
corner, and alarge 2/1 window besde it. A tiny 1/1 window in the eest gable peek lightsthe el garret.
Thefront wall of the outer eest shed hes abatten door in the center and iswindowless, as isitseest end
wall.

(continued)
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The rear devation of the house displays severd mid- and late-20* century dterations (Photo 6): along
shed dormer on the main roof dope with five 6/6 windows, a&/6 bathroom window inthe center of the
main reer elevation, and to its eedt, athree-part "picture”’ window, its large center section now boarded
over. The bulkhead to the cellar islocated just west of center. There are two 2/1 windowsin the reer wall
of the west inner ell, ancther initswest end a the first sory, and in the outer el there is an early 20*-
century batten door and aboarded-up window opening. The eest inner ell has a4-pand door toward its
inner corner, and a2/1 window in the gpproximate center of that dlevation. Beyond it to the eedt, the
atached shed projects six feet to the rear of the main plane of the housewall. Itsshingled reer evation
is marked by a batten door a the eest end.

The exterior trim of the various parts of the house is indicative of the etimated dates of congtruction and
dteration, and of the hierarchy in the use of the different sections. Late 20*-century window openings,
for ingance, have anarrow brick-mold surround that isvery different in character from the wide, flat
casingsof al the earlier windows. The sddighted main entry, in spite of its late 20*-century 6-pand
door, retains what gppear to be the original wide, flat untapered pilasters and smple friezewith architrave
molding. The treetment of the eaves and gables of the two inner els matchesthat of the main house -a
shdlow crown molding and boxed eaves above awide friezeboard. There are comice returns onthe
gable ends, and avery dight roof projection a the rakestrimmed with the smple echinus-like crown
molding characteristic of the early Greek Revival period, s&t ebove anarrow reke board. The entire house
may once have hed wooden gutters. Inthe main block the ogee gutter profile survives only & the cornice
returns, but afull gutter remains on the faBade of the inner west ell. Throughout the building the
comerboards are flat and unadorned, ranging from 6to 7 inches in width.

The outer wet el dates to the early 20* century, possibly congtructed as a replacement or enlargement of
an atached privy or privy/shed combination. The eest wall of that section issat againg the dapboards of
the inner ell that can be ssan now that the outer el ispulling avay from the rest of the building. Thereis
no comice detail in this section, dthough there are narrow cornerboards and a smple reke board a the
gable end.

Thetrim of the attached eest shed, which gppears to be somewhat earlier than the west outer €ll, isdso
extremdy simple, with only aflat six-inch board a the front and reer edgesof the roof and two-inch rake
boards on the gable ends.

Interior description and building evolution
The house interior was dtered and updated a varioustimes, but still reveds much of its pest inits floor
plan, materids, and surviving details. Itsevolution gives evidence of the changesin use in the different

(continued)
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sections of the building, as well as in the livesof the occupants.  Inmogt of the building both thewalls

and ceilings are plagtered. There is 20*-century narrow-board hardwood flooring in the first- and upper-
dory goecesof the main house, and wider pine board floorsinall the dls but the eest shed, which hes lost
its flooring.. Inthe man house, all interior doors are 20*-century four-panel doors, many of them hung on
earlier two- and five-"knuckle" hinges.  Some vertica-board batten doors dating to various historical
periods remain in the dls.

Main house The main floor plan isdtered from what it may have been before 1900. (See Sketch Plans).
There isatraditiona center lobby entrance, where awall cabinet with arecessedpanded door is s
agang the front of the chimney stack. The straight-run stairway to the left of the chimney gopears to
occupy the original gair position, but hes been recently renovated with new treeds, risers and handrail.
Behind it isadairway to the main cdlar that gopearsto dateto the early 20* century. (Discrepandiesin
the cdlar framing indicate that the origina location of the cdlar Sairs was inthe northeast reer corner of
the main house)

Thefirgt-storyf 1 oorplan gpopearsto have bean the traditional Cgpe Cod arrangement of two front rooms
flanking the center entry and chimney, with smaler rooms & the reer, dthough their arrangement is
uncertain. A rear northwest room remains with updated, late 20*-century decor, but any partition walls in
the eest hdlf of the house have been removed to create asingle living-room goece from front to back.
Ceatered directly behind the gairs isa20* century bathroom with a narrow pessagein front of it.

The front southwest room is adorned with what gppeersto be awide mid- or late 20*-century chair rail
and acorner glassfront cabinet of the same vintage. There is no fireplace inthat room, but there is a
smdlfireplacewith angled chesksin the eedt living room, st quite far forward in the room. While the
firebox surround and mantd are of 20*-century construction, the large hearth brickstypica of the 1830
1850 period remain, and there is aheavy wooden hearth support beow it in the cdllar, indicating that this
isan original fireplacelocation. The positioning of the fireplace 20 daose to the front of the house,
however, coupled with the aosence of any otherfireplacein the main block, suggeststhat there wes a
leest one ather fireplaceinthe original, larger centrd chimney. Since the existing early first floor framing
in the chimney bay gppears largdly intact, it islikely that the present gtairs to the cdlar occupy the goece
where one or two other fireplaces, and mogt of the larger chimney meass, were formerly located.

Period architectura trim remaining a the first gory is smply detailed, with only a hint of early Gresk
Reviva vocabulary. The mitered, four-inch window and door casngs have atwo-inch beved detail; the
besshoardsthat ring the main goaces are six inches high, without moldings.

The upper haf-story of the core part of the house wes dtered and enlarged in the late 20* century by the
addition of thetwo small dormers a the front and by the shed dormer a the rear. At the same time,
dosats were built into the two bedrooms there, and abathroom was ingtaled directly abovethat a the
reex first story.

(continued)
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Sde dls. The presence of a leest two kitchensin the dls (one of them renovated in the mid-20* century)
is undoubtedly associated with the use of the building for two households The west inner ell houses the
renovated kitchen, but a itswest end, apantry with shdves and some early 20* century beaed-board
cabinets, as well as narrow endosed dairs to both the west cellar and garret, are intact. (See Sketch
Pans) The exterior el door islocated directly in front of the batten door to the upper dairs, with a short
narrow pessage between them leading to the outer ell.  The garret isasingle plagtered goacewith an 18-
inch knee wall and an unpainted bassboard.  The faint outline of aformer doorway to the main house is
evident in the plagter of the et wall. While the chimney that served the kitchen stove in the room bdow
hes been removed above the garret floor, apine-board doset that ood againg the chimney's eest Sdeis
still stresked with creosote. The other three sdesof the dosat are tongue-and-groove headboard.

The samall outer west €ll is anarrow one-story goace, with an exterior rear door in the northeast corner.
The floor isunfinished pine, and both walls and ceiling are covered with narrow headboard of the"match
board" type that was popular from the 1910sto the 1930s  Filling the rear wall west of the door is an
assamblage of headboard cabinetry and ashdlow cagt-iron sink.  Since there is no visible evidence of a
chimney or stove, this room may have functioned as asink room and cold-storage oace.

The mog subgtantid and intact of the kitchen goacesisthe inner eest ell. (Photo 11.) Along its north
wall there isanather cast-iron sink st into awood counter top, and banks of floor and wall cabinets of
similar congtruction to those in the outer west ell. While the arrangement dlong the north wall gppears to
be of early 20* century date, portions of that wall and the south wall are covered with abroad band of
wide (up to 13 V2-inch) planed, unpainted boards - atypical 19*-century kitchenwall trestment - and the
upper walls of the room retain most of their plaster and layers of period wallpaper. At the west end there
are two four-pand exterior doors - one to the front and one to the rear - of the recessed-pand type, dso
typical of kitchens of the mid-19* century. The connecting interior doorway to the main house hes bean
repositioned between two recent jambs in the gpproximeate center of the west wall. Two former door
cadngs remain in thiswall; however, their openings now filled in. One toward the rear corner was
probably for the entry to the cdlar; the other, toward the front, would have bean the surround for the
former doorway to the northeast room of the mainhouse.  The narrow brick chimney for the kitchen
dove is postioned a the center of the eest wall. To itsnorth is a batten door to the outer eest shed, and in
anarrow wall goace south of the chimney isalow bead-board cabinet. Although the cook sove islong
gone, the cabinet door still opensto reved agack of dugty, neatly-placed wood for the stove's firebox.
Jugt south of the cabinet, a narrow batten door, two boards wide, opens onto an extraordinarily narrow
daircase to the garret above. The roughly built open gtairs (without risers) are only 14 inches in width.

Much of the architecturd detailing of this roomistypica of smple farmhouse kitchens of the 19* and
ealy 20* centuries. In addition to the horizontal boarding that partially protects the lower part of the
walls, there are plain seven-inch basgboards, and four-inch inch wide, plain board casings a the windows

(continued)
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and doors.  Similar to the upper goace in the west inner ell, the low garret above the et kitchen hes
plastered end walls, knee-wals and ceiling, suggegting that it functioned as a bedroom - possibly for a
svant or aboarder, or for children who could have descended directly to the kitchen down the narrow
dairs  Thekitchen chimney remains in the garret, ending a the roof

The eeternmod section of the building, the eest shed, appears to have functioned as a combined well
room and woodshed. Itsinterior isunfinished, revealing its nailed, lightly-built frame Thereare no
windows but there aretwo exterior batten doors- one in the center of the front wall and one in the eest
end of therear wall. The gonelined well (map #4) is located in the middle of the space, presantly
ocovered with looseboards  Mounted above it and dightly to the west is a large wooden drum (Map #5)
which may have bean used for the wel rope, but may have originated as part of a daughtering hoit.

Outbuildings
While the Codding farmhouse comprises a" connected farmstead” in that utility soeces are atached to the

dwelling, what a first gopeer to be a connected equipment shed and barn are actudly two free-standing
buildings st only afew feet avay from other structures.

Equipment shed/garage, ca 1940 (Map #2; Photo 7)

Lessthan two feet from the eest end of the outer east shed of the house is atwo-bay equipment shed,
approximatdy 22 feet square. The Sde-gabled roof islonger and lower a the rear than a thefront,
dlowing for two large, high openings on the south side. The building isshingled, and flat six-inch boards
form the comerboards and the casings around the openings. The front eaves are boxed, with a bed
molding and narrow frieze board below, and with flat retums on the geble ends where aremnant of a
wood gutter remains. A wood guitter isstill in place dong the reer wall. The building retson arubble
foundation, reinforced with concrete.

The shed isof nailed 2 x 4" stud congttuction, with rafters and aridge board of the same dimensions,
There is evidence of some possible repair and replacement in the sheathing, which conggts of horizontal
pine boardsin the gables, but wide horizontally laid tongue-and-groove beaded shegthing on thelower
wals. Many roof boards have been replaced. There isno indication that the building ever hed doors.

Barn. 1918 (Map #3; Photos 8-10, 12, 13)
The barn, its main section approximately 40 x 30 feet, dands beside the equipment shed, with a pessage
of about 10 feet between them. Viewed from the road, it hes the gppearance of an English barn, with the
main wagon door located just west of center in the south, eavesdde.  In contrast to the restrictive layout
of thetraditional English barn, however, this isa sophigticated, innovative, eaves-front outbuilding
designed to me=t the specidized neads of the Codding Farm in the early 20* century, when the Titus
family operated the property as aprogperous dairy farm. While the frameis primarily compossd of the
dimensiond lumber characterigtic of the time, some timbers may be reusad from the earlier bam that
dood onthe site.

(continued)
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Mogt of the building isclad inwood shingle, with arecent asphdt-shingle roof Repairs are currently
being medeto the louvered square cupolathat issat in the center of the roof ridge. Built into the dope of
the ground on the south and west Sdes, thisisa"banked" bam, standing over ahigh cdllar, with a

broad opening inthe eest wall of the mortaredfiel dstonefoundation, providing ground-level aocess to the
cdlar manure-handling area. The inner part of across-gabled, three-levd wing extendsto thereer.
Originadly condgderably longer than it istoday, in spite of some late 20*-century shoring up on a concrete
rear foundation, the north end of the wing hes collgpsed, and about 25 feet of it has recently been
removed. The roof isgone from much of the remaining inner portion of thewing, as well, and itsreer end
is presently boarded-over and supported on temporary poss. (Photos 9 and 10). Two meta ventilators
which formerly occupied the roof ridge of the wing gand on the ground northwest of the bam.

The exterior devations of the barn reflect the fiinctionsof the interior. On the south front elevation
(Phato 8), the large interior-diding wagon door marks the entrance to the drive aide, which isilluminated
by the multi-light transom above the doorway. The door isfaced with bead-boarding sgt on the diagond
in the style that was fashionable in the early 20* century, and isdivided into six pands by gpplied diles
and rails. Eadt of the wagon entry isa single boarded-up window opening a the front end of the cow tie-
up, and to itsright isawide hinged door, a0 faced with diagond beed board, which provides acoess to
the floor behind the cow stanchions.  Although the eest geble end of the main barn (Photo 9) hes logt its
sding and windows, the placement of aline of window openings there and in the continuing wall of the
wing istypica of the outer wall of acow tie-up. The fenestration of the west gable end, with the
exception of adouble-hung window in the pesk, may be the result of renovations of the 1930s whena
amal dairy roomwith concrete floor and lower walls weas ingtalled or renovated west of the drive floor.
The broken exterior door there is an early 20*-century glass-and-pand type with divided panesover a
two-panded lower section, and the five windowsin that devation include three smal single-pane
windows and two six-light sagh.

A dngle-sash window is located in the rear north wall of the dairy room, and two &/6 windows remain in
the west wall of the reer wing. Three more 6/6's were located north of them inthe part of the wing that
was demolished. The north end of the wing, which stood over the reer part of the cellar that is now open
to the sky, had alarge diding door a the end of the driveade and asmaller door a the end of the cow
tie-up aide, mirroring those a thefront.

Characterigtic of an early 20*-century construction date, the exterior finish of the bam includes unboxed
eaveswith the rafter endsendosed in fascia boards, and anarrow crown molding forming the transition
from fasciato roof There are flat friezeboards, comerboards, and window and door casings, and a six-
inch roof overhang a the gable ends.

Barn interior.
With the exception of only afew pegged mortise-and-tenon joints in some of the main timbers, the ban is
of nailed 4 x 3-inch sud congtruction, with 4 x 6-inch comer podts, and aroof system of common 2x6-

(continued)
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inch rafters rising to aridge board of similar dimensions, reinforced only with dim 1x 5-inch collar ties.
Two large queantpogt trusses over the east cow tie-up areahave vertical tie rods bolted through the beams

of the loft, allowing for alarge areafree of podsonthe maindrive- and sanchion level, and for awider
than usud cow aide.

The main floor plan thus consigts, from eadt to west, of the 13+ -foot-wide cow tie-up complete with
wood ganchions and floor dean-out doors for manure handling, athree-foot-wide raised platform aong
the west dde of the row of wooden stanchions, the 14-foot-wide drive floor, and the 10-foot-wide dairy
bay.

The dairy room and aformer sair enclosure a the south front of the barn (where sairs to the loft have
ben removed) are encdlosed in planed, unpainted horizontal sheething, with typical early 20*-century
interior 5-pand doors. (Photo 13) Thedairy islittle changed from its pre-1955 gppearance, with fading
chrome paint on the upper walls and ceiling, and alarge ged "Esco” brand eectric dairy sterilizer unit in
the southwest corner.

While the dairy room (apparently updated in the 1930s) isarare surviving ingtalation of early 20*-
century agricultural design and equipment, the water sysem for the cows, with pipes leading to sed
badns dong the west dde of the sanchions, isequdly significant. Both stanchions and basins continue
into the surviving portion of the north wing, where nine sets of wooden stanchions are still in place.
(Photos 10 and 12))

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes are known within the boundaries of the Codding Farm, stes
may be presant. One ancient sSte isknown in the generd area(within one mile). Environmenta
characterigtics of the farm represent locationa criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that
ae favorablefor the presence of Native American dtes. Much of the farm includes level to moderatdy
doping topography comprised of well-drained soilsformed inglacial till. A smdl pond islocated less
than 1,000 feet southwest of the farm, and Scott's Brook, atributary sreem of the Ten Mile River, is
located asimilar digance to the west and southwest. The farm lies completely within the Ten Mile River
drainage. Downgream from the Codding Farm, the Ten Mile River drainage is a documented locus of
Native American settlement aong the Ten Mile, Bungay, and Seven Mile Rivers. Atleegt 34 dtesae
known in the short disance between Attleborough Falls and Attleborough Center within four tofivemiles
outheedt of the Codding Farm. Given the ebove information, the size of the farm (3.78 acres), the
availability of open land, and the effects of historic landuse, amoderate to high potentia exigsfor
locating ancient Native American resources.

(continued)
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There isd 0 ahigh potentid for locating historic archaeologica resources within the boundaries of the
Codding Farm. Structura evidence of bams and outbuildings may exist on the property. 1n1918, a corn
crib (not extant) was identified on the property. Abutting the east end of the extant barn isajumble of
rocks that may remain from the foundation of an atached shed or other structure. Congtruction features
and isolated artifactfindsmay dso exist. Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-rdated features (trash
pits, privies, wells) may aso survive on the property.

(end)
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Codding Farm, owned for 150 years by one notable North Attleborough family, megts CriteriaA ad
C of the National Regiger a the local level. The 3.78 acresof the farmstead and adjacentfiel dsae an
important example of atransitional Federd/Gresk Reviva Cgpe Cod cottage with a successon of Sde
dls, two early 20*-century outbuildings, and fieldswhich have been in agricultura use Snce & leedt the
ealy 19* century. The 58-acre farm as awhole isthe dosest open parcd of its Szeto the devdoped
downtown areadong the Route 1 and Washington Street corridors - arare survival of arurd landscgpe
adjacent to the heart of atown center.  The complex meds Criterion A for itsrole in the devdopment of
the community and its agricultural and industrial economy through the prominent Codding family and
their descendants who were owners and managers of severd of the largest 19%- and 20*-century jewelry
manufacturing firmsin North Attleborough and Attleborough. It isdso important as aprime surviving
example of the evolution of alocal agricultural complex that began with the generd farming practiced
first by Jonathan Richards and until 1881 by Abiel Codding, S, ending with nearly 50 yeers as a20*-
century regiona dairy farm under the managemant of the Titusfamily.

The property mests Criterion C for its wdl-preserved surviving architectura and agricultura resources
from severd higtoric periods. The early 1830sfarmhouse, subsequently enlarged for two houssholds and
including a least two side-ell kitchens, isan excdlent example of afive-bay,center-chimney Cgpe Cod
cottage with Sde gopendages The early 20*-century barn and shed represent instructive examples of the
types of outbuildings built inthat era by affluent owners for the specidized neadsof their tenants in this
caeafamily of dairy farmers. The farm landscape, with itstwo large fields andfiel dstonewalls, retains
an abundance of evidence of two centuries of continuous agricultura use

In soite of dterations to the house interior and some changes over time in the type of agriculture pursued,
the buildings and the 3.78 acres of the farm included inthis nomination retain integrity of setting,
location, design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Background and earlv history.

North Attleborough is located 30 miles south of Boston and 14 miles northeest of Providence, a the
northern edge of Bristol County. The Rhode Idand border formsthe town's west boundary, and the
community is surrounded on the other three Sdes by Plainville on the north, Mansfield a the eest end,
and its parent town of Attleborough to the south. North Attleborough was incorporated as atown in 1887
from the north part of Attleborough (founded in 1694) following a period of rapid growth that had bean
sourred by burgeoning industrial development around a large number of jewelry and button-making
factories. Today, jewelry manufacturing is still asignificant loca industry. While the town isrichin
architecttiral examples of the reviva styles of the mid-19* through early 20* centuries, with the exception
of afew outlying farms, much of the town today hes been developed with post-World Wer || residentia
subdivisons.

(continued)
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In the early 19* century, what later became the Codding Farm existed as acollection of rurd parcds in
the northwest part of Attleborough adjacent to the Wrentham line, some of them partially improved for
agriculture. High Street was then awinding rural road leading west from the small population center that
hed evolved in association with the 18*-century pogt road that ran south from Dedham to Providence, RI.
That important regional through-route had originated from the Bay Road, the primary trangportation
corridor from Boston to Narragansett Bay through mogt of the colonid period. A village digned dong
the pogt road which became known as Attleborough's North Village included the earliest English
stlement in Attleborough, begun ca. 1669 by John Woodcock, who opened atavern there. Even asthe
larger colonia town center grew up to the south & "Old Town" near what was later the border between
the two towns, settlement a the North Village expanded with the establishment of somesmadl colonia
mills a Whiting's Pond just to the west and & others dong the Ten Mile River to the eest and south.
Activity dong and near the post road corridor quickened in the early 19* century, when the Norfolk and
Bristol Tumpike (opened 1806) was built through Attleborough as amore direct north-south toll road,
pat of it dong today's North and South Washington Streets. Soon a number of early cotton mills begen
operating & Whiting's Pond and a the falls on the Ten Mile River

With the exception of the old town center, the North Village, and small dusters of devdopment around
the industrial stes, mogt of what became North Attleborough was rurd through the late 19* century.
Severd farms remain on the outskirts of the community, but today the Codding Farm isthe largest open
parcd near the ceanter of town - arare surviving example of atwo-centuries-old agricultural property
directly adjacent to a populous downtown area. Reduced in Sze over generations from a leest 90 acres or
more (today the entire town-owned property messuresjust over 58 acres), the Codding Farm once
dretched esdt to within a quarter- mileof North Washington Street. In the late 19* century, that eastern
s=ction of the farm was gradudly subdivided to become part of astylish late Victorian neighborhood of
Sde dredslaid out between North Washington Street on the eest and Broadway on the west. Two of the
dde dredsthat were extended through the Codding land &t that time. Church and Gould Stregts, as well
&6 the eedt end of High Street, are included in the 1999 High, Church and Gould Streets National Register
District.

Jonathan Richards's ownership 1833-1850

Architectural evidence, supported by desds and historic mgps points to a construction date for the
Codding farmhouse around 1833. That was the year that the heirs of Nathan Richards (who died in
1798), including his son David and daughter Elizabeth Richards, conveyed their shares in an gpproximate
30-acre parcd of land to David's second-ddest son Jonathan Richards (1810-1881). Jonethan was
newly married to FideliaWarren (their marriage intentions were published on November 3, 1832); thus
the house a 217 High Strest miay have bean built in associaion with their marriage.

(continued)
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Through the middle of the 19* century, members of the Richards family owned large amounts of land on
both ddesof High Street in the vicinity of the Codding Farm, including atract of over 75 acres extending
south to Metcalf Road through the 1890s At leest two or three other Richards houses were built and
farms established dong the road west of 217 High Strest, and one family member, Edwin Richards, hed a
nursery neaerby that is shown on the mgp of 1858. Little isknown about Jonathan or his farm or exactly
how it was assodiated with the other Richards properties, dthough deadsreved that his 30 aoreshad been
part of amuch larger tract that had passaed down from his grandfather. Jonathan's parents housewes
located on the adjacent property to the west, which they shared with their older son David, J. and his
family. Both David, S. and hiswife Eleanor died of typhoid fever, he in 1844 a the age of 77, and shein
1847 a 68. After their desthstheir farm was occupied by Jonathan's sgter, Sylvia, and her husbend Ozias
Hall. The barnyard of that abutting property jutted eest into Jonathan Richards farm, accounting for a
jog in the west boundary line. (See Flan 3)

Abid Codding, Sr/sfarm  (1850-1831)

In 1850, jewelry manufacturer Abiel Codding, Jr, bought Jonathan Richards farm, with its buildings
and the sameacreage. The purchase included all 3.78 acresof the nominated property, the rest of the 16-
acre Parcd 29 on North Attleborough Assessor's Map 19, and the south part of Parcd 6 on Map 20. In
later years Abiel, J. added adjoining parcds to the farm until it reached about 90 acresingze.

According to Codding family descendants, Abiel, J. purchesed the farm not for hisown use, but for his
father, Abiel Codding, Sr., whose previous farm is reported to have been located in the eest part of
Attleborough. (NOTE: The namesof both father and son are dternatdy spelled "Abial.")

The senior Abiel Codding (1792-1881) was born in Taunton. Hefirst cameto Attleborough about 1807
& ateenager and worked for monthly wages as afarmhand. Seneca Sanford, who owned one of the
largest farmsin the north part of town, was one of his eerly employers. 1n 1813 Abiel married Chloe
Daggett (1792-1855) in Rehoboth. Chloe was a mamber of the large Attleborough Daggett family, and it
may be on or near her parents farm in the eest part of town that she and Abidl first sat up housskesping in
Attleborough. During the War of 1812 Abiel was aprivate in the Massachusetts VVolunteer Militia in
Capt. Samud Cushman's Company of Lt. Col. C. Howard's Regiment, which was called up for sarvicein
Plymouth in September and October of 1814. 1n 1817 and 1819 Abid and Chloe were livingin
Rehoboath, where their first two children were born, but by 1820 they were back in Attleborough with a
household of seven, including three small children and Abiel's aging parents, James and Joanna Codding.
Abiel's mother and father remained with their son's family until they died, in 1836 and 1840,
respectively.

(continued)
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Abid and Chloe eventudly had between ten and thirteen children, eight of whom grew to adulthood.
Although in their younger yearstheir family grew rapidly, by the timether ddest son purchased the High
Street farm for them in 1850, census records show that their household was then much smdler than it hed
been, with only one or two of the youngest children left & home.

Over the three decades of Abiel, Sr.'s management and occupancy of 217 High Street, he practiced a type
of genad farming that had prevailed in the Attleborough areasince the colonia era On over 80 acres,
about half of them improved for agriculture, he grew avariety of grains, hay, goples and afew vegeteble
crops, and kept asmadl herd of lessthan ahalf dozen cows. 1n 1850 the vaue of the farm was $2,000,
rising to $6,000 by 1870 - not the highest in value or mog productive of the farmsin the areaof town thet
became North Attleborough, but progperous enough for his biographer to call him a"well-to-do farmer”
shortly after hisdeasth. Hewas known as indugtrious and frugal, an "example of industry and sobriety . . .
one of the mogt upright and honorable men in town."" At mid-century, butter and dheese were his main
dairy products. However, like other farmersin the region, by 1870 Abiel was no longer making cheese,
but rather producing milk for sde by the gdlon - 185 gdlonsin that yeer.

Like the farm itself the Codding household changed somewhat with the times and with the Satus of the
family and the age of its membears. Chloe Codding died in March of 1855, afew years after they moved
to the farm. Lessthan eight months later, a the age of 63, Abid married Lucy R. Whiting, aged 55.

Abid and Lucy'sown household was small, and it gopeers that they undertook agood ded of the farm
work themsdves

The only other occupant listed on the 1860 censuswas Abiel's 15 year-old grandson Willard Thayer, who
a that time worked in one of the local jewelry factories. Willard was the son of Joanna (Codding)
Thayer, younger dgter of Abiel, I. Joannahed died in 1848 and her husband Benjamin Thayer wes
killed in atrain accident in 1849. Abiel Codding, J. was gppointed guardian of Willard and his Sgter
until they cameof age. In 1870, when Abiel, . was nearly 80, Willard Thayer was no longer in
resdence, and the household condgted of Abiel, Lucy, and a 27 year-old farmhand from Caneda

It isnot dear whether the farmhouse was built as a double house, or whether it was expanded to
accommodate two families sometime after it came under Codding ownership. The presence of an exterior
trim board a the rear northwest corner of the main house (perhaps part of aformer cornerboard) seas to
indicate that the west kitchen ell was an addition, while the eest kitchen was probably origina. In any
case, by 1880, the building was clearly atwo-family resdence. At that time, ayear before he died, Abiel
lived done with asingle English-born servant in one part of the house, while afamily of seven occupied
the rest of the building. Lucy Codding hed died in 1874. Itislikely that as an old man Abiel deptina
smdlfirst-storybedroom, and that eech of the two households usad ane of the side-dll kitchens. The

(continued)
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tenant family condgted of Vermont-bom farm-laborer JuliusH. Mead and hiswife Abby (both 34 in
1880), their two small daughters, her 20 year-old brother Frank Darby, who worked in one of the local

jewelry factories, and 16 year-old Lois Meed, possibly Juliuss sister. There was dso ayoung boarder in
the Meads pat of the house, a 19-year-old farm laborer. Itislikely that the Meads worked the farm for a
number of years, possibly both before and after Abiel Codding's degth in 1881.

It islessclear how the farm'slongtime owner, Abiel Codding, Jr. (1817-1901), may have used the
property. Hewas not afarmer, but in his teens entered employment in Attleborough's budding jewelry
industry. He roserapidly to positions of ownership and responsibility, entered into various partnerships,
and by the time he bought the farm for his parents he was aprincipa partner in the largest manufacturing
firm in Attleborough~an extraordinary rise to prominence as ajewelry manufacturer in atown which hed
45 jewdry factoriesby 1830

As described in his biographies in the late 19*-century town and county histories, Abiel, J. had an
engineering/mechanica mind, and developed many innovationsin jewel ry-making tools and equipment.
He begen a 16 with three yearsin the employment of H.M. Richards, one of the early pioneers inthe
locd jewdry industry, after which he went into partnership for ashort time with Stephen Richardson s
Richardson & Codding. The Coddings, Richardsons, and abranch of the Richards families were among
the mogt prominent of North Attleborough'sjewe ers through much of the 19* century. In 1841 Abiel
married Ann Maria Richards, daughter of one of the earliest North Attleborough jewelry manufacturers,
Calvin Richards, who ran a firm together with George Price from 1830to 1856. The Price and Richards
partnership became one of the largest local jewelry manufacturers under its later name, IraRichards &
Co., with over 225 employees. In 1841 or 1842 Abiel became a partner in that company, and in 1844 he
was ingrumentd in the firm becoming the first industrial concern in southeestem Massachusdlts to use
deam power. The company manufactured a variety of gold and silver jewelry as well as hooks and eyes
Between 1850 and 1860 asecond company, Richards, Codding & Co., was formed primarily for the
hooks and eyesproduction. At mid-century the IraRichards firm greatly expanded, eventualy taking on
the new name of E.I. Richards & Co. Codding remained associated with this firm for 30 years until it was
dissolved.

Later in the 19* century Abiel Codding, J. held other prominent positions in both Attleborough and
North Attleborough. He was President of the Attleborough Savings Bank, adirector of the First Nationa
Bank of North Attleborough, and Presdent of the North Attleborough Gadlight Company. Asearly asthe
1850s he was ds0 heavily invested inloca red edate- not just the many parcds assodiated with thefarm
and hisjewelry factories, but additiona property eest of the farm that he divided and sold for house lots.
Through multiple purchasss he amassed a large acreege between the farm and Main Street (now North
Woashington Street), mogt of it lying north of the eest end of High Strest. From a leest the 1870s through
mogt of the 1890s he proceeded to lay out Sde Sreets and sdll off house lots on Broad Street, Broadway,

(continued)
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Grove Street, Division Street, Fleasant Stredt, and lower High Street. One of his later conveyances wes to
the Old Colony Railroad, whichin 1890 purchased a horth-south corridor through the eest edge of the
farm, where the company built the Wdpole & Wrentham Branch Railroad (opened 1891). When the

tracks were completed, acattle pess(still extant) was congtructed undernesth them to allow the Codding
Farm's cows to move from one pagure to another.

The Codding Farm asatenant farm (1831 - 2000)

The old "industrious and frugal" farmer remained on the farm until the end of hislife. Abid Codding, .
died in 1881 late in his 89* year, and with his pasing the Codding farm entered nearly a century of
occupancy by tenantswho lived inthe house, worked the land, and tended livestock there while Codding
descendants owned and maintained the house and outbuildings. For mogt of that time the farm was about
60 acresingze, dretching eedt a leedt to the railroad and north to West Street with asmall comer
extending into Plainville, which was incorporated in 1906 from part of Wrentham. A handful of house
lots were ultimately divided out a the north and eest edgesof the farm, and in 1974 anarrow strip dong
the frontage of the farmatead ws taken by the town for the widening of High Street.

Abid Codding, X. died in 1901. After his deeth, the ownership of the farm passad to his two surviving
s JamesA. and Edwin A. Codding, together with the two children of athird son, Arthur E., who hed
died in 1900, Annie Codding Blissand Arthur E. Codding, Jr. With the continuation of family
ownership, adose connection between the farm and the North Attleborough jewelry industry continued,
as well. By 1880 Arthur, James and Edwin had formed their own manufacturing firm caled Codding
Brothers, whichinthat year produced jewelry valued a $24,000. Intermarriages with other jewelry-
manufacturing families continued intheir generation as well. While their father and grandfather hed
married into the pioneering Whiting and Richards families, in the 1870s Jamesand Edwin married into
the Freeman family. Their wives were sSgters or cousins Agnes Adee and Joanne (Jane) Freaman - a
leest one of whom was the daughter of Attleborough Fals manufacturer Benjamin S Freeman.

When James Codding died in 1910, his interest inthe farm was inherited by his wife Agnes Adele
Codding and their two married daughters Josephine Cummings and Agnes Mildred Garner. Both
Josephine and Mildred were married to jewelry manufacturers - Josgphineto EdwinH. Cummings, and
Mildred to Stephen H. Garner. Edwin Cummings owned and operated the Generd Chain Company, ad
Stephen Gamer wss aprincipa inthe Leach & Gamer Company of Attleborough, which hed bean
founded in 1899, partly by his father. He remained with the company until his degth in the 1950s, and
during histime there Leach & Garner became the dominant nationwide supplier of raw materids to

jewelry manufecturers that it remans today, under the name of Stern-Leach, adivision of Cookson
America

In 1918 Jamesswidow received the half interest inthe Codding Farm that had been held by her nephew
and brother-in-law. Asaresult e ganed amajority interest in the farm, while her two deughters and her
niece Annie Bliss confinued to hold the rest. Annie Bliss, (who by then owned ahouse on High Street just
wegt of the farm), was ds0 married to ajewery manufacturer, Chester Bliss of Bliss Brothers Comparny
in Attleborough.

(continued)
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It wasjust after the 1918 transfer of interest that the present dairy barn was built or rebuilt. Vaued &
$2,000 when it wasfinished, it replaced an old smdler barn that hed been valued a $600. There was o
acorncrib on the famaead (not extant), probably built around the sametime. Under all the heirs and
tenants, the property had continued to be aworking farm, and it islikely that the new barn was
congtructed specifically for the use of the tenants of that time, the Tituses.

"The Titus Farm."  (1910-1958)

The tenants who occupied the Codding Farm the longest were the Titus family, some of whom hed
formerly lived a 61 High Street, in ahousethat was dso acquired by the Coddings. Hiram J. ("Hi")
Titus (1873-1959), who with his wife Mabe (Dennett) was in residence on the Codding Farm by 1910,
ran the property as adairy farm, distributing milk for over 40 yearsto customersthroughout the North
Attleborough area. Although the Tituses leasad the property from the Coddings, under their manegemant
it was truly afamily farm, known through mogt of the 20* century as the Titus Farm.

In 1910, Hiram, Mabel, and their young daughter Phyllis occupied the house along with Hiram'sfather
Stephen and uncdle Frank. Both Stephen and Frank Titus were butchers, and dthough no information is
available about adaughterhouse on the farm, the distinctive hoigt that hangs in the east shed abovethe
well may have begun as, or been bassd on, the traditional daughtering whed. (Map# 5.) Mabd Titus
was the niece of one of North Attleborough's mgjor indugtridists, William Coupe (b. 1835). Owner of
the longtime William Coupe Co., Ltd. tannery (the oldest in the region, established 1865), he lived with
the family for & leest afew yearstoward the end of hislife. Frank Titusdied in 1911, and Stephen in
1922. From 1915 to 1949, Hi'syounger unmarried brother John A. Titus lived with the family and shered
in running the farm.

Although the Titus housshold mugt have been somewhat crowded, in some yearsthe family still shared
the housewith others. The 1910 cansusrevedsthat in that year part of the building was occupied by a
Canadianrborn family. Henry Stevens who worked inone of thejewelry factories, his wife Georgia ad
young son George were then living in one sde of the house. There was dso a 14 year-old Canadian
boarder inthe Titus household - Bert Lightfoot, afarm laborer.

Later trandfersof ownership

Ownership of the farm had become fragmented among the Codding heirs over the three generations
succeeding Abid Codding, Jr.'s degth. Beforethe middle of the 20th century, however, those fractional
interests were consolidated in the hands of only two members of the fourth and fifth generation

Agnes Mildred (Codding) Garner died in 1921, predeceesing her mother. Her widower Stephen Garner
and their young daughter Suzanne (born 1913) inherited Mrs. Garner's share of the farm ownership. In
1922 Agnes Adde Codding (Jamesswidow) transferred a quarter interest to her granddaughter Suzanne
Gamer. Suzannesfather and her mother's cousin Annie Bliss later transferred their smdl intereststo her
& well. Agnes Adde Codding died in 1936, & which time her remaining interest was inherited by her
surviving daughter Josephine Cummings (Suzannes aunt).

(continued)
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Thus by the mid-1940s the ownership of the property was in the hands of only two Codding descendants,
Josephine Cummings and her niece Suzanne (Garner) LeSlage. Suzanne had married Dondd LeStage, .
in 1937. Hewas with the LeStage Manufacturing Company, which had been founded by his father in
1916. Hewas dso aprincipal in the O.M. Draper jewelry manufacturing firm, which had bean purchesed
by his father and mede adivision of the LeStage Company. Donald, J. died in 1979, and the company
continues today under histhree sons Donaddlll, Gamer, and Richard LeStage.

In 1947 Josgphine Cummings in tum transferred her fractional interest to her son Edwin H. Cummings,
Jr., who succsaded his father as owner of the Generd Chain Company. When he died in 1981, his two
daughters inherited his interest in the property, which they sold to SLzanne LeStage in 1983, giving her
full ownership of the Codding Farm.

The Codding Farm in the late 20* centurv

Hiram and John Titus continued to operate the dairy farm through the 1940s While milk from the Titus
Dairy was originally peddied from a horse and wagon (or adeigh inwinter), the ddiveries gradualy
became motorized, utilizing avariety of vehicles. Joe Casey isremembered as one who ddivered milk
for Hi, sometimes in the hearse or flower truck from Casey'sfuneral home. By 1950 John Titus had died
or moved away, and Hiram carried on done until 1954 or 1955, when he sold his milk routesto a farmer
from West Wrentham, Carl Whipple. Hi Tituskept his cow herd even after the sdle, however, sdlling
milk inbulk to Mr. Whipple. He died in his mid-eighties in 1959.

With Hiram Titus's degth the property's use as adairy farm ended, but Suzanne LeStage and Edwin
Cummings, J. continued to leesethefieldsto farmers. The main late 20*-century crops were corn ad
hay, grown both in the big field behind the house and in the amdler field neer the road, southeest of the
barn. The house had various tenants through the end of the century. Current Sdectman Marge
Kraskouskas, her husband, and severd children were there from 1965 to 1967, and from the late 1960s to
the 1990s, Szanne LeStage's .on Ganer and hiswife Marilyn occupied the house. 1t was during those
yearsthat the second gtory was enlarged and remodded with the two front dormers and the large shed
dormer acrossthe rear. All through that time, and up to the present day, the low wetland areain the
outheaest comer of the farm neer the railroad called localy TitusPond (outside the National Register
boundaries) continued itstraditiona use as awinter skating pond for the community,floodedeach year
by the fire depatment, and maintained first by the North Attleborough Kiwanis Club and subsequently by
the North Attleborough Rotary Club.

The Codding Farm as a community resource (2000-present)

Toward the end of the 20* century the pace of residential congtruction in North Attleborough dramaticaly
increased. 1N 2000, adeveloper presanted plans to divide the farm into over 50 house lots. The property
was then under the Chapter 61A agricultural exemption, giving the town first refusal rights to match the

(continued)
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purchase price, but the deedline to do 0 passad without any action from a Specid Town Meseting. Ina
dramatic effort to save her family's farm, Suzanne LeStage, then in her late eighties, persuaded the
deveoper not to immediately procead with the purchase. A public avareness campaign was mounted by
concerned citizens (including aloca teenager, Molly Sullivan, who lobbied for preserving the farm for
future generations), and in October, 2000, a Specid Town Mesting voted to purchase the property for
$2.3 million.

Srzane LeSege was closdly involved throughout the purchase, negotiation, and preservation process.
The Jnuary 2001 deed from Mrs. LeStage to the Inhabitants of North Attleborough includes the
requirement that three acres a the southeest corner of the property be reserved for use as apublic skating
pond, to be overseen by the local Park Depatment. The house and barn were |eft unprotected, however,
and anew effort was undertaken to meke surethat mogt of the deteriorated barn would be saved. A non-
profit friends group, the Friends of the Codding-LeStage Farm, was established as a charitable trust to
assg with the congarvation of the farm landscape and the presarvation of the buildings. Early in 2007
they undertook the stabilization of the barn. Although the rear portion of the cow shed wing wastoo
damagad to save, with volunteer labor and donated materids the Friends stabilized the main foundation
and floor supports and re-shingled the barn roof Lumber slvaged in the demolition of an 18380s house a
73 Old Pogt Road, donated by Boch Enterprises, hes bean stockpiled on site for future use in the bam's
restoration.

The North Attleborough Dept. of Public Works joined with the North Attleborough Historical
Commission in cleaning out the buildings and savaging any historica contents, which included items
fromthe O.M. Draper Jawery Company. Shortly after the Town purchased the property, femae inmates
under the Bristol County Sheriffs Department painted the exterior of the house.

Ransfor the future use of the property and buildings, however, ae still in flux. Proposds have included
the sde of five house lots dong the property's west edge, using the present buildings as Sorage goece and
town offices, and developing thefieldsas a community farm. The south 121- acresof the farm have been
subdivided into two parces, one of 3.78 acreswith the farmatead which is now the subject of this
National Register nomination, one of 7.7 acreswith the skating pond, and aright-of-way between them
from High Stregt to the rear portion of the land. (Flan 2)

While the ultimate use of the various parts of the Codding Farm hes yet to be determined. Nationd
Regiger listing for the 3.78 acreswith the house, barn, and adjacent fieldsis alogica next segp both in
their presaervation and in heightening public avareness of the farm's importance in both the history and
the futureof thetown of North Attleborough.

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of ancient Native American sattlement in North Attleborough are poorly documented, any
surviving sites could be significant. While numerous ancient Stes have been recorded downgream of the
farm dong the Ten Mile River drainage, many dteslack interpretative information beyond locations.
Many other stes have dso been destroyed by industrial, urban, and suburban deveopment. Potentia
dtesin the digtrict may enable the opportunity to systematicdly sudy ste distributionsin the Ten Mile
River drainage, and their cultural and functional variability throughtime. Ancient Native dtesin the
district may contain information that definesthe role of stesin this areawith more densdy settled locdes
between Attleborough Fals and Attleborough Center or other core areasto the south towards

Naragansstt Bay.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information on the
devdopment of the North Attleborough, community and the role the farm played inits agricultural and
industrial economy through its occupation by the Codding family and their tenantsfor over 150 years.
Structura evidence from barms and outbuildings may contribute important information related to the
architecturd and spatia characterigtics of a'"connected farmsatead” and the type of agricultura activities
conducted at the farm. Similar evidence may dso contribute information that refutes or supports the
initial congtruction of the house as adouble house or its later conversion to adouble house Structura
evidence, artifacts, and the contents of occupationd-reated feetures may contribute important
archaeologicd daathat supports architectural, deed, and map information that dates congtruction of the
houseto 1833. Detailed andysis of the contents of occupationd-rdated features may aso contribute
important information related to the domestic and agricultura activities conducted a the farm, and the
socid, cultura, and economic characteristics of the farm's inhabitants. Historical research combined with
archaeologicd survey, testing, and detailed andlyss of the contents of occupationa-related features may
contribute important information related to the activities of the farm's occupants over time. Little
information is known about Jonathan Richards use of the farm after he built the Codding Farmhouse
around 1833. Historical and archaeologica resources may identify exactly when the farmhouse was built
and the type of farming and/or other economic activities that were conducted. 1t isdso undear how one
of the farm's longest occupants, Abial Codding, ., used the property since he, unlike his father was not a
farmer, but ajewelry manufacturer, and did not live on the farm. Historical and archaeologica resources
may identify patterns of land use during his ownership. Any information that clarifiesthe rlationship
between agriculture and jewelry manufacturing could be especidly important.

(end)
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Stone, Orra L. History of Massachusetts Indugtries, Wal. [1. Boston: SJ. Clarke, 1930.
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Bristol County Registry of Deads and Probate.
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Architectural, and Cultural Resourcesof North Attleborough. Boston: Mass. Historica Commission,
2002.
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. National Regiger Documentation Forms for Attleborough Falls (2004), North Attleborough
Town Center (1985), and High Church and Gould Streets (1999) Historic Digtricts. Boston:
Massachusetts Historical Commission.

, Reconnaissance Survey Report: North Attleborough. Boston: Mass. Historical Commission, 1981.

Town of North Attleborough documentsand files

Assesor's Records.  Varying dates from 1915 through 2007.

North Attleborough Historical Commission files.

Richards Memoria Public Library: Historica files.

Vital Records of Attleborough, North Attleborough, Rehoboth and Taunton.

(continued)
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  3.78 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 305940 4650600 _
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries viere selected on a continuation sheet.;

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Anne Forbes, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, National Register Director, IMIHC
organization. IVlassachusetts Historical Commission date February 2009
street & number_ 220 Morrissey Blvd. tlephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts zipcode 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of North Attleborough
street & number. 43 South Washington Street telephone 508-699-0117
city or town North Attleborough state MA zip code 02760

Papenwork Reduction ActStatement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES, continued

Maps and plans

Bears Frederick W. Atlasof Bristol County, Mass NY: FW. Bears 1871.
Bird's Eye View of North Attleborough. Bogton: Bailey & Hazen, 1878.
Capron, Jossph W. Map of Attleborough, Mass 1832,

Evarts & Richards, pub. New Topographica Atlas of Surveys Bristol County, Mass  Philadelphia
Everts & Richards, 1895.

Walker, George. Atlasof Bristol County, Mass Boston: George H. Waker & Co., 1880.

Walling, H.F. Map of Bristol County, Mass New York: 1858.

Whden, W.T. Engineering Co. Plan of Land in North Attleborough, MA.  1/25/2007
(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundaries of the nominated property, s shown on Flans land 2, consg of those of "Parcd B"
shown on aFan of Land by Whden Engineering Co., January 25, 2007.

Boundary Justification

The National Regiger boundaries encompass 3.78 aoresa 217 High Street, asubdivided parcd that is
pat of the larger 58.3-acre Codding Farm now owned by the Town of North Attleborough. The
nominated parcel includes the farmstead, which datesto ca 1833, and two agriculturafiel ds- the best-
presarved part of the historic Codding Farm. While mogt of the acreege is beginning to loseits
agricultural assodiationsthrough the growth of young woodlands, the farmsteed parcd, with all the farm
buildings and their immediate setting offiel ds,deciduous trees, and gonewalls, retains itshistoric
character.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS
All photographs by Anne Forbes, 2007

5 X 7" photographs

Codding Farm, 217 High Street: View north over reer field

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: view north from High Strest

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: view northeast with house and bam

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: main house facade

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: et inner ell facade

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: rear devations, with west end of bam
Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: equipment shed

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: bam - west and south eevations

Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: barn and house, looking southwest

10. Codding Farmstead, 217 High Street: reer wing of barn - view esdt into cow tie-up

© N WD pR

Supplementary (non-archival) 4x 6 photographs

11. Richards/Codding farmhouse: eedt inner ell: view esdt to chimney and endosed dairway
12. Barn: view north dong drive floor and cow tie-up

13. Barn: view southwest from drive floor into dairy

Plans

1 Codding Farm National Regigter boundaries
Codding Farm subdivision plan, 2007

Plot of 1850 deed: Richards to Codding
Codding Farmhouse Sketch Plan: First sory
Codding Farmhouse Sketch Plan:  Second story

ok WD
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RESOURCE COUNT
C =contributing; NC = non-contributing
B= building; 0 = object; S =dte
S =dructure
MAP# NAME OR DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS TYPE
L Richards/Codding House ca 1833 C m
2 Equipment shed ca 1940 C B
3. Bam 1918 C e
4, Well unknown C g
5. Hoist unknown. C ()
6. Sygem offieldstonewals 19¢ C. C S|
7. Codding Farm landscape 19--20* C. C Si
TOTAL RESOURCE COUNT: Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS 3 0
STRUCTURES: 2 i
OBJECTS: 1 0
SITES: 1 0
TOTAL: TOTAL: 0

(end)
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NOFTTH ATTLEBOROUGH. MAA-

Town of North AtCeborough

W.T.WHALIN ewCINEERING CO
39 STREET

NORTH ATTVEBOBOUGH  MA.
(508) 699-460A

Plan 2. Codding Farm Subdivision Plan, January, 2007



Land described in 1850 deed from Jonathan Richards

to Abiel Codding, Jr. inB. 198, p. 130

NOTE: distances and bearings of north, east, and

south bounds were estimated

~0.00

AREA=31.0113

Ellis

ACRES

Plan 3. Plot of 1850 deed: Richards to Codding

Plotted by Harvey Schmidt, September 2007

225.00 feet

1:2700
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PLAN 4. CODDING FARMHOUSE SKETCH PLAN: FIRST STORY

Drawing by Ann Chapdelaine
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PLAN 5. CODDING FARMHOUSE SKETCH PLAN: SECOND STORY

Drawing by Ann Chapdelaine
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Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From: Stephen Chapdelaine [citation5pilot@comcastnet]

Sent: Thursday, December 04, 2008 2:27 PM

To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)

Subject: NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION-GODDING FARM

December 4, 2008

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
State Archives Building

220 Morrissey Blvd

Boston MA 02125

Dear Ms Friedberg:

| recently read a news release that the MHC is going to be voting upon the question of whether or not to support the nomination of
the Codding Farm which is located in North Attleborough, MA to the National Register of Historic Places. As a long time resident of
North Attleborough who is also a close neighbor to the Codding Farm, | urge you to vote in favor of this nomination.

This normination is an important step in the process; a process which eventually could lead us to actively working a plan for the
preservation of this unique piece of Massachusetts History.

Also, on a side note, your funding of Ms. Anne Forbes who prepared a wonderful and comprehensive document concerning this
unique piece of history is well noted and appreciated. | personally had the opportunity to meet Ms. Forbes on one of the days in
which she was conducting her survey of the house, barn,, and farm. Her professionalism, perspective, investigative techniques and
writings are excellent

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Stephen C Chapdelaine
111 High St
North Attleborough, MA 02760

12/8/2008
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Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From: Bob Lanpher [nahistorical@yahoo.com]
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2008 2:24 PM
To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)

Subject: Codding Farm Nomination

105 Richards Ave.
North Attleborough, Ma. 02760-1611

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Sate Archives Building

220 Morrissey Blvd.

Bogton MA 02125

Deaxr Ms. Friedberg,

| underdgand that the North Attleborough Historical Commission hes nominated the Codding farmhouse, bam and
property for the National Regigter. 1 would like to extend my recommendation for this nomination. Asalifelong resdent
of North Attleborough and one interested inlocal history, | have often visited the farm and surroundingfiel dsboth asa
child and in adulthood. The property hes dways atracted those interested in alittle bit of exercdse waking the doping
fields and enjoying such an attractive setting. A small pond that was once dso part of the farm wes dways afavorite for
ice-skating in the winter.

Knowing Ann Chapddaine, | an surethat e hes ensured that the property iswell documented, o | wonDt go into any
of the history of the property that | am aware of through my talkswith the Suzanne LeStage, the previous property owner
whose family owned the farm for 100+ years. When the LeStage family sold the property to the town, it was dways with
the intention that the property be spared development. | am surethat they will be very hagppy with thisgepinssangit
preserved for many yearsto come.

Thank you for your condgderation of placing the Codding farm on the National Register of Historic Flaces

Robert W. Lanpher
Trugtee, North Attleborough Historical Society, Inc.

12/8/2008
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Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From:  Shelly Ross [ndnial@verizon.net]
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2008 1:00 AM
To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)

Subject: Codding Farm/North Attleborough

Dear Betsy,

| hopeyouwill find the Codding Farm located in North Attleborough as worthy as we herein town do. | bdieve the
Codding Farm desarvesto be placed on the National Regiger of Historic Places because of the age, history
(agricultural), and architectural significanceof the property. 1 believe the placement of this property on the National
Regigter will greatly aid our Historical Commission in the preservation of this open goeceand limit potentia destruction
of the house, bam, and surrounding farmland. Asl'm sureyou're aware, open Soeceisa apremiumin many towns and

| for one would like to preserve as much open goeceas | can. | would greetly gppreciate your voting infavor of the
North Attleborough Historical Commission's nomination.

Sincerdy,
Shdly Ross
250 EIm S

N. Attleborough, MA 02760

12/8/2008
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TOWN OF NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
43 South Washington Srest
North Attleborough MA 02760
508-699-0100 - 508-643-1268 fax

Mark C. Fisher, Town Administrator

December 5, 2008

Brona Smon

Sae Historic Preservation Officer
Massechusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02125

Dear Brona Smon,

| am writing to you on behalf of the Town of North Attleborough Board of Sdectmen, relative to
the Codding Farm being conddered by the Massachusetts Historical Commission for nomination
to the National Regidter of Historic Places

The Board is very enthused inthis application and asksfor favorable adoption. This piece of
property hes a sgnificant placein the history of our town. Itslocation, as afarm, is uniquein
that is hes proximity to the center busnessdistrict. 1t formsthe boarder of what was, & one
time, one of our "country” sectionsto athickly populated area

The Town looks forward to the opportunities that may present themsdves, as aresult of thisgam
being included in the National Regiser of Historic Flaces

Sincerdy,
For the Board of Sdectmen,
Mark Fisher

Town Administrator

cc. North Attleborough Historic Commission
Board of Sdectmen
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From: Myles Day [mylessterlingday@gmail.com]

Sent: Saturday, December 06, 2008 11:50 PM

To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)

Subject: Support for the National Registration of Codding Farm
Hello Betsy,

M name i sWles Day & | have been a resident of North Attleboro for almost 23 years. |
hold a |l ot of pride i nny town, especially i nitsability topreserve itshistorical
significance.

The Coddi ng farmhouse, barn, and |landscape arerare surviving exanples with early
architectural andagricultural significance from several historic periods. Theyare
significant historical landmarks for North Attleboro & its residents.

Therefore, | ampleading with yout osupport theNational Registration of Codding Farm

This will provide thefirst crucial step i nthetown's efforts t opreserve the property,
perm tting several mnore generations tocherish this wonder.

Thank you for listening t orme,

Wl es Day
Proud Resident of North Attleboro
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Friedberg, Betsy @ SEC

From: ehd18jcd@comcast.net
Sent: Sunday, December 07, 2008 6:00 PM
To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)

Subject: Codding Farm/LeStage property in North Attleborough

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

The Codding Farm that was formerly operated by the LeStage family, and is now the property of the Town of
North Attleborough, is sadly deteriorating due to the town's benign neglect. Because | am relatively new to the
area, | only know of its history from others more familiar with the situation. There was talk by the Selectmen to
sell the property to a developer, because they saw its purchase by the town as an investment. Apparently
most people who voted for its purchase thought it would be kept as open space. The property has been
surveyed, and a group was formed to create a community farm on the site. That group has ceased being
active at this point. The town's Historical Commission is seeking to get this beautiful property on the National
Register of Historic Places. When compared to the many other places with that designation, it certainly seems
worthy of being included. The threat of its demise, and sale to a speculative developer, makes time of the
essence. Please do whatever you can to make this a reality.

Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

Betsy Dakin

12/8/2008
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From: Keith Lapointe [keithlapointe@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, December 09,2008 11:14 AM
To: Friedberg, Betsy (SEC)

Subject: Codding Farm/LeStage Property

Ms. Friedberg,

| am writing to you to express my deep support for the nomination of the Codding Farm in North Attleboro to be included in the
National Register of Historic Places. This farm is a wonderful example of a simpler time in our history and | would love to see
continued restoration and maintenance. | have the privlege of driving by the property every day on my way to work, and truly
appreciate the view. As North Attleboro continue to face unrelenting development, | beleive it is important to protect this important
link to the town's history.

| ask that you please give serious consideration and grant the Codding Farm the recognition such a wonderful property deserves.
Thank you for your consideration!

Respectfully yours,

Keith Lapointe

28 John J. Grimaldi Drive
North Attleboro, MA 02760
Cell: 617-283-2905

12/9/2008
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the CommonweatTT
M assachusetts Historical Commission

February 26, 2009

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regigter of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Codding Farm, North Attleborough (Bristol), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Seven letters of support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Qy-i

Betsy Friedberg O
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Endosure

(001 Jon Rhyno, North Attleborough Board of Sdedmen
Am Chgpddaine, North Attleborough Higorical Commisson
Ame Forbes
Jon F. Marchitto, North Attleborough Flanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/'sec/mhc



