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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Thomas Lyne House is an early transitional Federal/Greek Revival I-house in
Woodford County, Kentucky. The unique and exuberant interior woodwork is of
outstanding design and craftsmanship, almost unequaled for its period within the state.

Thomas Lyne IV was born in 1783 in Loudon County, Virginia, and resettled in
Woodford County probably in the early 1800s. Tradition states that Lyne, a farmer
and blacksmith by trade, had this house built in 1837.

The Greek Revival house exhibits well laid Flemish bond brick work on the facade
and the Federal entrance element is especially fine, with a leaded glass fanlight.

Although deceptively simple on the exterior, the interior woodwork is unmatched

in design in the area. The main parlor is ornately treated with fluted columns

flanking arched recesses, symmetrically molded window trim with floral corner blocks, and a
richly designed mantel element. Opulent flower designs and a variety of frets and
moldings unite to form a mantelpiece of outstanding detail.

Although not as ornate as the parlor, the other rooms in the house are well treated with
similar window trim, chair railing,floral corner blocks and architrave mantelpieces.
Of special interest is the Federal newel post and bannister in the central passage.
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The Thomas Lyne House, in rural southwestern Woodford County, is located near the
tiny community of Pinckard. Bordering the Jessamine County line, the house faces
the northeast, and is not visible from the road.

Constructed circa 1836, the Lyne House is a large scale, two-story brick I-house.

A Flemish bond brick pattern appears on the facade with five-course American bond

on the remaining exterior walls. The main block rests on a cut limestone foundation
and a one-story porch shelters the main entrance. An original 1% story ell projects
from the rearj however it contains no interior doors to the main block. An early
one-story L-shaped porch with chamfered posts connects the ell to the rest of the house.
(see photos™1-2).

The main entrance consists of double wooden doors topped by a leaded glass fanlight
and flanked by segmented sidelights with paneled aprons beneath (see photo: 3 ).
The structure's interior is richly appointed with transitional Federal/Greek wood-
work. The east front parlor contains the most opulent treatment. The Federal
mantel is decorated with floral motifs and flanked by arched recesses supported by
fluted columns ( see photos 4-7).

The window openings have symmetrically molded trim with floral corner blocks .

By comparison, the west parlor is less ornate. It contains an interesting Greek
mantel with a pediment blocking course in the frieze and simple half-round columns
(see photo 8).

The central passage exhibits much simpler trim with different floral corner blocks
and a Federal stair. Simple architrave mantels and chair railing remain throughout the
rest of the house (see photo 10.

Only one outbuilding is included in the nomination--a one-story frame shed which

sits in the southwest corner of the yard. The farm dwelling sits appropriately amid
open pasture; therefore the nominated area consists of the house, one outbuilding,
and=surrounding domestic space. miwv., ‘
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