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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Philadelphia's hull is 54 feet in length, 15 feet in beam and approximately 
five feet deep. Construction was almost entirely of oak and sap still remained 
in the bottom planking. The mast, almost 36 feet high, was found intact except 
for the top portion, and the hull timbers were still in place. Three shot 
holes were visible in the hull and in one of them a cannon ball was lodged. 
Considering the punishment it took in battle and its long years underwater, the 
Philadelphia is an exceptionally well-preserved survivor of this important 
Revolutionary War naval battle.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The United States Gundelo Philadelphia is the only surviving gun boat built and 
manned by American forces during the Revolutionary War. Further, the vessel is 
one of the 15 small craft with which Benedict Arnold fought 29 British vessels 
in the battle off Valcour Island, Lake Champlain, October 11, 1776. The year 
of grace won by the building of Arnold's "fleet" and the battle off Valcour 
Island paved the way for the decisive American victory at Saratoga in the fall 
of the following year.

Little more than a rowboat compared with modern vessels, the Philadelphia was 
one of the hastily-built fleet constructed in early summer of 1776 at the pre­ 
sent Whitehall, New York. On September 23, 1776, the fleet took position in 
the small bay west of Valcour Island, about seven miles south of what is now 
Plattsburg, New York. The sound between the Island and the mainland was about 
three quarters of a mile wide, divided by a high bluff projecting from the west 
side of the Island. Arnold's fleet formed its line south of the bluff and in 
this position fought the heavier British fleet to a standstill on October 11. 
The American force was badly damaged in the action and only with considerable 
luck was Arnold to elude the enemy and escape southward during the night. The 
Royal Savage, the American flagship, and the Philadelphia had gone to the 
bottom on October 11, and only four of Arnold's vessels managed to elude the 
British pursuit during the next two days.

In 1934, the wreck of the Royal Savage was recovered and the pieces saved. In 
the following year the Philadelphia, remarkably well preserved by the cold 
water, was identified and salvaged from the sandy lake bottom near the mid- 
channel of Valcour Bay. After her guns, a twelve-pounder and two nine- 

I 'potmdersy-wer-e,.lifted* the hull was raised 57 feet to the surface and towed to 
I Jhe beach. In additipn to her guns, hundreds of other relics were found on
I the vessel—,shot| cdofcing utensils, tools, buttons, buckles and human bones.I ''"'••'"'-(
: "*-Vv . -
i In the ensuing years ̂ the vessel was exhibited at various points on Lake 
• "Champlain and'tHie Hudson, prior to her installation at a permanent exhibit 
I space at Exeter, NewlYork. In 1961 by the terms of the will of Lorenzo

Haggluend, who first identified, salvaged, and later exhibited the vessel, the 
Philadelphia was bequeathed to the Smithsonian Institution. She has been 
since exhibited on the third floor of the Smithsonian's Museum of History and 
Technology, in Washington, D.C. The exhibit also includes virtually all the 
artifacts recovered with the vessel in 1935.
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COIMTIIMUATION SHEET________________ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2________________

In recent years the original payroll of the Continental Gondola Philadelphia, 
whose crew was hitherto unknown, was recovered, in some documents at Fort 
Concho in Texas. The payroll lists the entire 44 men of the crew, identifying 
Captain Benjamin Rue as of Pennsylvania, and 27 of the 44 men as from New 
Hampshire.

(See also national historic landmarks Fort Crown Point, Fort Ticonderoga and 
Fort St. Frederick.)
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R. G. Skerrett, "Another Revolutionary War Vessel Recovered," Compressed Air 
Magazine, XLI (July, 1936).

Telephone interview with Philip Lendeberg, Curator, Division of Naval History, 
October 26, 1976.

GPO 892 455


