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Town Southbridge 

Address Durfee Road 

Historic Name George B. and Ruth D. Wells 

House 

Use: Present Mission House 

Original Residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1932 

Source House Beautiful, Vol. #72, Oct. 19'. 

Style International Style 

Architect Paul A. Wood, Boston 

Exterior Wall Fabric Brick 

Outbuildings stable, extensively remodeled 

Major Alterations (with dates) none obvious 

@ (8/744 
CD (5/744 

© (V744 

IGO/AGGC^GO 

\Go/AGGo SSo 
000/4 66 6 SBD 
OOO/AGbo 760 

Condition C\coS( 
u 

Moved nZ) Date >) / ^ 

Acreage OhduT fe aCft^ 

Setting set on large grounds reached by 

access road i n wooded and open areas 

UTN REFERENCE Sfit abCJVt 

USGS QUADRANGLE SoU' t f )b f . N Q : CcSlQO, 

SCALE I IZ^.OOO 

Recorded by E. Woodford, ed. S. Ceccacci 

Organization Southbridge H i s t o r i c a l Com-
~ mission 

Date Mav 1986 ." 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 
The G e o r g e 3 . a n d R u t h D. W e l l s House i s s i g n i r i c a n t f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n u i t h t h e t o u n ' s e a r l y — 23fcK c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e 
d e v e l o p m e n t on t h e t o u n ' s r u r a l o u t s k i r t s a n d i t s i m p o r t a n t 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l s t y l e d e s i g n . I t m e e t s N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a ft a n d 
C. a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l s , u o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map a r e t h o s e o f 
c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p a n d a r e h i s t o r i c a l l y a s s o c i a t e d u i t h t h e p r o p e r t y . . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coinmin1"ty. 
Of major national significance, t h i s house i s probably one of the f i r s t International Style 
houses b u i l t on the east coast a f t e r Eleanor Rajnnond's "Raymond Spring H i l l House" i n Belmont, 
Massachusetts. Steel frame construction allows for c e i l i n g - t o - f l o o r and wrap-around windows. 
The house i s a series of block-like shapes designed as an integrated whole. B u i l t with a 
solar o r i e n t a t i o n , a l l of the l i v i n g spaces face east, south and west. The north side i s 
designed f o r passageways, storage and u t i l i t a r i a n uses. The house was o r i g i n a l l y painted white 
i n keeping with International Style houses i n Europe, creating a strong contrast between the 
walls and the black steel casement windows. A 1933 House Beautiful a r t i c l e described the house 
which was equipped with a i r conditioning and "modern" conveniences, as "a modem house which 
causes the lay person at f i r s t to gasp at the audacity of i t s conception and then to revel i n 
the s i m p l i c i t y of l i n e , perfection pf d e t a i l and charm of color which characterize i t . " 

(See Continuation Sheet) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 
George B. Wells (1902-1967) was the third generation of the Wells family to serve as president 
of the American Optical Company. Groomed from childhood to hold a management position in the 
company he, unlike his father, uncles and grandfather before him, was uncomfortable in his 
role. In 1949, s t i l l quite "young, he resigned the presidency. As there was no Other family 
member interested in the management of the company, his resignation ultimately resulted in 
outside control and major public ownership of the company. As a result of his decision, the 
company which had been entirely controlled by the Wells family since the early years of the 
20th-century, was to be bought by outside interests in Abotd" l953. 

George Wells and Ruth Dyer were married i n 1928. They raised three children. Ruth Wells 
became known i n her own r i g h t for her long time intimate involvement i n the operation of 
Old Sturbridge Village, an open a i r history museum founded i n 1938 by the Wells family i n 
Sturbridge. 

Built on part of CohassetFarm, a favorite rural retreat of George Wells' grandfather, George 
W. Wells, this house represents an early stage in the transition of this section of Sot^^rt^'^i-

from r u r a l to suburban. During the 1940's nearby Jacobs Farm on Durfee Road was sub­
divided f o r suburban houses. Subdivision of the surrounding areas s t i l l continues today. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
House Beautiful, Vol. 72, October 1932. 
House Beautiful, Vol. 73, October 1933. 
Wells, Ruth Dyer. The Wells Family, Southbridge: p r i v a t e l y printed, 1979, 

8/85 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Conmunity: • .-v 

Southbridge 

Form No: 

F-603 

Property Nane: ^̂ "'̂ ŝ  ^- ^ "̂̂ "̂̂  °-
Wells House 

Indicate each item on inventory^ foim which is being continued below. 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

George Burnham Wells was the grandson of Daniel H. Burnham of Chicago, a major American 
architect and planner. His father, Albert B. Wells, had also played a s i g n i f i c a n t role 
i n planning and designing the 1910 Lensdale Factory (form #A-216) for American Optical 
Company, an early use of reinforced concrete construction i n an i n d u s t r i a l building of 
unusually sleek modern design for i t s day. George and Ruth Wells traveled considerably 
i n Europe and hadjdoubtlessjseen o r i g i n a l International Style buildings there. Upon 
returning to the United States, they had d i f f i c u l t y finding an architect ( i n New York 
and Boston) who was competent i n the International Style u n t i l they learned of Paul A. Wood 
of Boston who was chosen to design the house. 

Staple to Inventory form at bofr 
om 
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