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Town Sout hbridge

Addr ess
Historic Nane George B and Ruth D Wells

Dur f ee Road

House
Use. Present Mission House
Original Residence
DESCRIPTION

Date 1932

Source House Beautiful, Vol. #72, Oct. 1€

Style International Style
Architect Paul A. Wod, Boston
Exterior Wdl Fabric Brick
Outbuildings stable, extensively remodeled

Mgor Alterations (with dates) none obvious
Condition Cay
u

Moved nZ) Dae >)/ ~
Acreage OhduT fe aCft®

Setting set on large grounds reached by

access road in wooded and open areas

Recorded by E. Wodford, ed. S Ceccacci
Organi zation Southbridge Historical Com
~ m ssion
Date Mav 1986 "



NATIONAL REGSTER CRITERIA STATEVENT (if applicable)

The George 3. and Ruth D. Wells House is signiricant for its
association uith the toun's early — 23fcKk century real estate
development on the toun's rural outskirts and its important
International style design. It meets National Register criteria ft and
C at the Ilocal Ilevel and retains integrity of setting, location,
materials, uorkmanship, design, feeling, and association. The
boundaries indicated on the attached assessors map are those of

current ownership and are historically associated uith the property.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the coinminl'ty.

O nmajor national significance, this house i sprobably one of thefirst International Style
houses built on theeast coast after Eleanor Rajnnond' s "Raynond Spring Hill House" i nBel mont,
Massachusetts. Steel frame constructionallows for ceiling-to-floor and w ap-around wi ndows.
The house i sa series of block-1ike shapes designed as an integrated whole. Built with a

solar orientation, al |l of theliving spaces face east, south and west. The north sidei s
designed for passageways, storage and utilitarian uses. The house was originally painted white
in keeping with International Style houses i nEurope, creating a strong contrast betweent he
wal l's and t heblack steel casenment wi ndows. A 1933 House Beautiful article described thehouse
which was equipped with air conditioningand "nodern" conveniences, as "a nbdem house which
causes thelay person at first togasp at theaudacity of it sconception and then torevel i n
the simplicity of line, perfection pf detail and charm of col or which characterize it."

(See Continuation Sheet)

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the

building relates to the development of the comnunity.
George B. Wells (1902-1967) was the third generation of theWlls famly to serve as president
of the Anmerican Optical Conpany. Gooned from chil dhood to hold a nanagenent position in the
conpany he, unlike his father, uncles and grandfather before him was unconfortable i n his
role. 1n 1949, still quite "young, he resigned the presidency. As there was no Gther famly
nentber interested i nthe managenent of the conpany, hi sresignation ultimately resultedin
outside control and major public ownership of the conpany. As a result of hi sdecision, the
conpany which had been entirely controlled by theWlls famly since theearly years of the
20t h-century, was to be bought by outside interests i nAbotd" |953.

George Wells and Ruth Dyer were married i n1928. They raised three children. Ruth Wells
becarme known i n her own right for her long time intimate involvement i ntheoperationof
Od Sturbridge Village, an open air history nuseum founded i n 1938 by the Wells famlyi n
Sturbridge.

Buil't on part of CohassetFarm a favorite rural retreat of GeorgeWel|s' grandfather, Georq

W Wells, thishouserepresents an early stageinthe transition of this section of SotMrt
from rural tosuburban. During the 1940's nearby Jacobs Farmon Durfee Road was sub-
divided for suburban houses. Subdivision of thesurrounding areas still continues today.

B Bl G and/ or REFERENES

House Beautiful, Vol. 72, October 1932.
House Beautiful, Vol. 73, October 1933.
Wells, Ruth Dyer. The Wells Fam |y, Southbridge: privately printed, 1979,
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSNCHUSETTS HISTORICAL (ZCKMISSON
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Southbridge F-603

Property Nane M"Y A- /A WA O
perty Wells House

Indicate each item on inventory”™ foim which is being continued below.
ARCH TECTURAL S| GNFI CANCE (cont' d)

George Burnham Wells was the grandson of Daniel H Burnham of Chicago, a major American
architect andplanner. Hi sfather, Albert B. Wlls, hadalso played asignificant role
in planning anddesigning the 1910 Lensdale Factory (form #A-216) for American Opti cal
Conpany, anearly useof reinforced concrete constructionin anindustrial buildingof
unusual l'y sleek modern design for itsday. George andRuth Wells traveled considerably
in Europe and hadjdoubtlessjseen original International Style buildings there. Upon
returning tothe United States, they haddifficulty finding anarchitect (i nNewYork

and Boston) who was conpetent in the International Style until they learned of Paul A Véod
of Boston who was chosen t odesign the house.

Staple tolnventory form at bofr
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United states Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Multiple Resource Area
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Nane Sout hbridge MRA
State Wor cester County, MASSACHEETTS
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REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Wells, George B. and Ruth D, House
NAME:

MULTI PLE  Sout hbridge MRA
NAME

STATE & GOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Worcester

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 15/ 89 DATE CGF PENDI NG LI ST:  5/31/89
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 6/ 16/ 89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/ 29/ 89
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 89000548
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