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Dorchester Historical Society @
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5i Penberton Square
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istoric American Buildings Survey Miss.-190
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7.

DESCrmPTION
(Check One)

Excellent K  Good . Fair | | Deteriorated . Ruins f~  Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

~ The"Roger"Qd ap House and WIliam G app House (with tw out-
bui l dings), situated at the northem comer of Boston and _
Enterprise Streets, stand on a rectangular plot of |and aPprox!-
mately 266 feet along Boston Street and 144 feet along Enterpris?
Street. Y

The Roger (ap House i s a two-storpy, wood-frane, |J*gantrel
roof building. The plan i sthat of an L. The main part of the
bui | di ng facmg SE (to Boston Street) isfive bays w de by one
bay deep and the left rear ell facing SV (to Enterprise Street)
Is” three bays wide by one bay deep. A one-storey, gable-roof
service addition forros a continuation of the ell. The building
contains tw brick chimeys, one situated in the right rear of
the main part of the building, the other |ocated inthe center
of the ell. The roof i s asphalt shingle. The roof trim of the
SE and SV elevationsi s a boxed com ce and decorat ed >aldv/c&
The raking trim consists of a fascia board. The renainder of
the roof I'sa projectingeave with no trim There are full
wooden gutters and downspouts (added sonetine after 1935)e

The SE and 3N el evationsand the N= el evationof the nmain
part of the buildingare covered with clapboard while the renain-¢
Ing elevationsare covered with wood shingles ét he shi ngl es
r_e{r)l acing earlier clapboard sonetine after 1935). The w ndows,
with the exception of a six-pane fixed wndowin the NE attic,
are sash type. Three of the earlier twelve over twelve pane
arrangenents remain in the center and right second st ore%/ of the
SE elevationand one inthe first floor el evationof the ell.
The remaining w ndows have a six over SiXx ﬁane arrangenent with
the exception of an earlier eight over eight pane sash in the NV
attic. e |ower storjsfy of the SE and 3N el evations has
sl oped-hood |intels and decorated lugsills. The U||oper storey
has decorated |intels and S|IPSI||S. The six-paneled (the tw
top loanels. are glazed) central door of the SE elevationhas a
sinple pedinment with pilasters while the eight-paneled central
door (the two top panels are again glazed) of the SWNelevation
has a_sinpl e pedi nent. _

The Dbuilding stands on a poured concrete foundation (full
basenent) having been noved approxinmately 200 feet south of its
original location in 1957. . . o

(2. The Wlliam Oapp House i s a two-storey, hip-roof building.
It has a square plan facing SE (to Boston Street{), flve_ba/ys

wi de by five bays deelo with a later rear two-storey, f.<ii”--roof,
e

wood-frane w ng and [eaivto. The main building contains four

[brick comer chimeys and”central gable dormers on the SE and NV

el evations. The Wn? contains a right rear brick chinney. The
roof of the main buildingis slate while that of the wingi s
asphalt shingle. The roof trim of the main buildingconsists of
a boxed com ce and frieze with full wood gutters and netal
downspouts. The roof trim of the wing i splain with the excep-
tion of wood gutters.

(See Continuation Sheet 1)
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~ The SN and NW el evations of themain building are conmon bond
brick. The SE and NE el evations and al | el evations of the rear
W ng ar e clapboard. The w ndows of the nain building are sash
It\épe with a six over six pane arrangenent. Those of the SEand

el evations have noulded trim and slipsills while those of the
SV and NV el evations have noul ded trim and recessed brick slipsills
The SEnain entrance i1 sdomnated by an open porch and vestibul e
wi th doubl e doors containing |arge translucent upper panels. The
SV elevation has a central recessed single door and fan |ight
facing a large concrete terrace. The building stands on a stone
bl ock foundation (full basement),
‘_?)b&+)'l‘nere are two outbuildings connected with the Wlliam Q app

usel A large one-storey, .ridgh-roof, wood-frane, rectangular
bam with aleft side wng and a snaller two-level shed roof struc-
ture. An early privy is contained i nthis shed building.

6.

(2) Inventory of theHistoric Assets of the Gommonweal t h
State Survey
Massachusetts Historical Coomssion (61T) 727-8iiT0
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD Ccheclk .One or More as i4ppropriafe>
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SPECI FI C DATE(S) (It Applicable'and Known) 1765, 18Q6

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE CCliecfc One or More as i4ppropriated

Abor iginal - -~ Education . Political I"i.-Jf.":Tr:.\.Q ..Urban Planning

I | Prehistoric '"' - 1 1 Engineering * 0... . Religion/Phi- ‘e Other CSpecifyd
Historic . Industry losophy 7

X | Architecture I | Landscape

S Agriculture I 1 Invention Q Science
[ Sculpture
|

Art Architecture Social/Human-

I I Commerce [ | Literature itarian

I I Communications . Military | | Theater

| | Conservation Music [

Tronsportotion

STATEMENT OF SIGN1FI CA{JCE

~The 'Roger A ap and WIliam O app Houses are illustrative
of md-18th and early-19th century architecture in Dorchester.

The ol dest 9ort| ons of the"Roger"Oap House, traditionally
held to be the 17th-century hone of this promnent townsnan,
probab_IX date fromthe first quarter of the 18th century. The
Col oni™ style building that now stands was essentially con-
structed in 1765 for Captain Lemuel Cl a” (a decendent ~ of
Roger's cousin) by Samuel Pi“ce. Lenuel app was a tanner hy
tradel his tanyard was |ocated on the opposite comer of
WIllow Court. enuel also served as a Captain during the .
Revol utionary Vr, and inthe early part of the Vdr sone of his
nen were quartered inthis house. "In 1819 with the death of
Lenuel , two unmarried daughters continued to |ive in the house.
In 1872 the last surviving daughter died and the house fell to
tenancy until i twas acquired by the Dorchester Historical
Society in 19%6. In 1957 due to property taxes, the building
was noved from i t soriginal foundations to its present site.
I—larr)(1 GQul esion (the architect who executed the draw ngs of
the house i n 1935) was contracted to supervise and provide plars
for the relocation. The contracts specified that as nuch of,
the existing fabric as possible be saved including chi meys and
chi rmey foundati ons. . .

(2) WIliam d”tpp (son of Captain Lenuel) followed in the
busi ness of his father and operated the tanyard, inlater years
devoting his attention to the surrounding farm Hi's Fedesfal
style house was built in 1806 by thehousewight, Sanmuel Evfer™tt.
Mbst of the original interior of the main building exists® The
QG eek Revival rear wing and bracketed Italianate open porch and
vestibule are |later additions. Three sons of WIlliam O app
(Thaddeus, Lenuel, and Frederick) continued to operate the farm
and were successful in developing nany varieties of pears. The
nost notable was Qapp' .s Favorite, developed in 18'1'9 and
mar ket ed b% 1 860, a variety which remains inwde connercial
use. The house continued to be occupied by the d*endants of
Wlliam Qapp until it was acquiredtjithe Dorchester Historical
Society in 1976. _ .

In 1870, with the annexation of Dorchester to the City of
Boston, the character of the area radically changed. Mich of
the farmand was sold over the years for house |ots. The com
plex presentlylies inthe mddle of a denssLy popul ated,

m xed- use urban area.
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LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

| Q & G Boston Street
(Dorchester)

sV ATE:

MaHRaGhusetts 02125

MAP REFERENCE

L83 7.~ Series. Boston South Quadrangle
11 24000
T955"
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1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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AP HOES

195 Boston Street
Boston (Dorchester), Massachusetts

Scal e: 1"=100

1. "Roger dap" House
2. Wlliam dapp Huse
3. Barn
4. Shed
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