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•The Old Stone House is a large two-story post-revolutionary 
colonial structure. The building is of the typical design of 
the period (five bays wide with' long end toward the street) 
translated into stone. The structure has a gable roof with 
two half-fans on the gable end. The rear addition is con 
structed of wood and is sheathed with clapboard.^

Various changes have taken place during the house's long 
history including the removal of the front portico, replace 
ment of window sashes and the bricking up of the interior 
fireplaces. However, most of the original fabric remains 
so that stabilization, restoration and adaptive use could 
be carried out with a good deal of historical integrity. CO
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H^The Old Stone House was built between 1789 and 1790 making it 
one of the earliest surviving structures in Chittenden Coun
____ V-?

The building is Winooski's only architectural link with the 
period directly following the Revolutionary War. Winooski, 
formally Colchester Falls, was the home of the Vermont Supreme 
fourt and the Chittenden County Court until 1790.

e two-story structure was built of local stone by a Roswell 
Butler from Essex, Vermont and was used as an inn until about 
1826. >Abbe Maria Hemenway in her History of Chittenden County 
claimed that, "Ichabald Brownell came to tile" "falls" in 1793 
and built the back part of the Stone House". This wooden 
addition still remains attached to the original building. 
Jloswell Butler was in the lumber rafting business with Ira 
Alien but maintained his residence in the Town of Essex/\ 
Ichabald Brownell managed the tavern for Mr. Butler from its 
opening in about 1790 until 1811 when the resident proprietor 
died. ' During the years that Mr. Brownell was proprietor, the 
inn came to be called Brownell's Tavern and was well known 
throughout all of Chittenden County.

In 1811 the popular tavern closed and for some fifteen years 
the building served as a hotel. In the latter 1820's, the 
Stone House was converted into private residences and remained 
a multi-family tenament for over one hundred years. The 
dwelling units were finally abandoned in the early 1960's.

At present no effort is being made to stabilize the structure, 
and the building is presently undergoing gradual deterioration 
It is hoped that National Register status,f.or the Old Stone 
House will stimulate increased public awarenes-s^ of Winooski's 
historic resources. . , • -vo\
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in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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