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WALTHAM, MA MRA
Towmn Valtham, MA
Address 30 Common Street

Historic Name Jaraes Svasey House

Use: Present Residential
0*"9lnal Resiflpntial

DESCRIPTION

Date ca. 1846

Source  Deeds

Style Greek Revival

Architect James Swasey—car penter
Exterior Wal Fabric Clapboard

Outbuildings garage-NC

Major Alterations (with dates) n

one
Condition Good
Momed no Date n/a
Acreage 12640 sg. ft. LN -\Z-<=\

Setting In a residential area of mid-
19th c. houses very close to a major

business district

Recorded by Nancy S. Seasholes
Organization Valtham Historical Cemm.

August 1986
revised C. Jenkins 2/88



NA i UNAL RA SIER UR I ERIA STATEMENT (i appHcabTt)

The Jaraes Swasey House i s a very nodest but well preserved exanple of a vernacular sidehall

plan Greek Revival style house inthe city. 1ts2i story formis detailed with a pedinented
gable, cornerboards, entry with full sidelights, andDoric porch. |1tis agood illustration
of the devel opment of the north central Main Street area in the md-19th century as a home

for workers andsmall| businessmen; itshistory particularly documents real estate practices.
The house possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling
and associations andneets criteria A andC of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCH TECTURAL SIGONLFI CANCE  Describe inmportant architectural features andevaluate in terms of
other buildingswithin the community.

Set onwhat is still primarily aresidential street of md-nineteenth century.houses
al though inpacted by a major commercial district around the corner, this porticoed Geek
Revival house I's probably typical of nmany that were built initsera. |t hasa pedinented
attic, sinmple entablature, corner boards, gable-end side entrance with sidelights, a
one-story portico supported by fluted Doric colums, anda granite foundation. ltisa
clapboard clad structure rising 2™ stories to a gable roof; i tis extended by a twostory
rear ell. Wndows retain original 6/6 sash. |tswell preserved simplicity presents an

interesting counterpoint tosimliar area exanples like the Josiah Beard House (#94).

HSTAR CAL SIGN FICANCE Explain the role owners played 1nlocal or state history andhowthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the comunity.

This house was probably built ca. 18'6 by Janes Swasey, a carpenter. Interestingly,
the | ot had changed hands several times in the years just preceding this, apparently with
the intention of building a house on specul ation, but none had been constructed. [In 1840,

this | ot was sold to Lewis Benis, a successful cordwainer who lived andworked at 380
Lexington Street (see form andwas apparently speculatingin real estate. Bems
imediately sold i tto Daniel Sawer, a housewight. Sawyer did not bhuild a house on this
lot, but another contract between Sawer andBems i s illumnating about the typeof
houses housewrights |ike Sawyer did build for speculators |ike Bems. This contract,
dated August 4, 1840, specified that Sawyer was to build twotenements: 36 feet |ong, 17
feet wide, each wih an"L" 12 by 15 feet and a shed 10 by 14, feet with an outhouse. The
house was t o be "finished inside andout in aplain good substantial manner." Stairs were
to be "straightrun", there were to be moldings "round al | the doors andw ndows", andthe
tenenent was to be divided "from the height of the roof to the bottom of the ells." The
price of this house was to be $425 provided Bem s hadtw nore tenenents, with

approxi mtely the sanme dimensions andfinishes, built by Sawer for $400 (M D. 396: 393) ¢

[n 1841, Sawyer sold this | ot back to Bemis without, as stated previously, having built a
house oni tandin April 1846Bems sold the | ot to Snasey who presumably built this house
shortly thereafter. Swasey continued to occupy the house for the rest of the nineteenth
century andhis widow was still living ini tin 1923
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James Saasey House  #104
30 Gmon Street
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1975, updated t o 1987
Vél t ham Engi neering Dept.

lot #60-12-9



1970 Atlas, City'of Wéltham Waltham, M assachusetts MRA
Engi neering Division James Swasev House
Scale; 1linch = 140 feet 16-M-|
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