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The Governor Alexander G. McNutt House is a simple two-story
frame structure situated on the corner of First East and Monroe
Streets, in Vicksburg, Mississippi. Although the large half-acre
lot provides an unusually spacious setting, the pronounced western
slope of the land dictated location of the dwelling at its extreme
southwest corner. A main block, with large chimneys exposed on the
gabled ends, is attached to a lower rear ell, forming an L-shaped
plan. Built according to practical considerations of economy and
utility, the McNutt House lacks the sophistication of a formal, well-
calculated design. Prime contributors to the haphazard arrangement
of the facade are the two entrances, with flanking pilasters supporting
entablatures and pediments which were installed in the early years
of this century. Originally, a single door was located in place of
the extreme right, or eastern, window. While retaining their original
locations on the facade, the double-hung windows appear to have been
made slightly wider when the rear wing was added in about 1832. Other
enrichments of this severe elevation are limited to the beaded endposts
and the shallow, returned cornice.

The main section of the house is divided into two rooms of equal
dimension on both levels and has an enclosed gallery running the length
of the rear elevation. Each room is serviced with a coal-burning fire-
place and a marbleized, cast-iron mantel installed during the late 1850s.
Dating from the same period are the interior architraves, cornices, d
doors, except for a single doorway on the second floor, the fine Federal
backband of which appears to be original with the 1826 section. The
rear wing, containing a dining room, kitchen, and two bedchambers up-
stairs, was added in 1832 and completely retrimmed with Greek Revival
moldings and cast-iron mantels in the late 1850s. When the house was
converted into apartments in about 1915, a second-floor bedroom was con-
verted into a living area and a Colonial Revival mantel, with columns
and a mirrored over-mantel, was installed. At the same time an interior
stalr was added in the wing to give direct access to the second level
from the outside.
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Ross in 1827, it was described as a "half lot of ground with a dwelling
house therein now in tenure or possession of Belfield Green' (Deed book D,
p. 189). After the lot changed hands again, Alexander G. McNutt paid $900
for the small four-room house and took possession on May 18, 1829 (Deed
book E, p. 145). During McNutt's ten-year ownership, he increased the pro-
perty to a half-acre with the purchase of lot seven and the remaining half
of lot eight. He also constructed the rear wing, and enlarged the windows
to their current dimensions. These activities increased McNutt's taxable
wealth from $1,200 in 1830 to $4,000 five years later (Personal tax rolls,
Warren County, 1830, 1831, 1833, 1834, 1835). With these alterations and
additions, the house and property assumed the form that exists today.

In July, 1§39, eighteen months after he was inaugurated as governor,
McNutt sold lots seven and eight to Hugh Dunlap and moved permanently to
the state capitol at Jackson (Deed book N, p. 428). To satisfy Dunlap's
creditors, the house was sold at an auction in 1844 to Hamilton Wright
of New Orleans, who bid $200 for the property (Deed book T, p. 100). The
house continued to be the residence of Wright's descendants until 1965,
at which time the Mississippi Historic Foundation of Vicksburg acquired
the property (Deed book 404, p. 494). A limited exterior restoration is
planned for the house until such time as the title may be passed to private
owners willing to undertake a more thorough restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The McNutt House is one of the oldest extant structures in Vicksburg,

Alexander Gallatin McN

Mississippi, and the f%%y surviving residence in the state associated with

t (1801-1848), twelfth governor of Mississippi.

Born

in Rockbridge County, Virginia, McNutt graduated from Washington College in

Lexington, Virginia, before moving to Mississippi in 1824.

After a brief stay

in Jackson, McNutt established a law practice in Vicksburg and later acquired
plantations in Washington and Warren counties. Among his holdings,
acre plantation known as Walnut Hills, owned jointly with Joel Cam¢ron, was

the most substantial. 1In 1832, Cameron was murdered on the plantation by
slaves, and within a year McNutt had married his widow, Elizabeth Lewis Cameron,
and purchased remaining interests to the plantation from the heirs.
of many planters of the period, McNutt never established a residence on any

of his plantations, preferring instead to live in the more politically and
socially active atmosphere of Vicksburg (Warner Moss to Elbert R. Hilliard,
Director, Mississippi Department of Archives and History, May 24, 1974).

McNutt began his political career in 1835 when he was elected to a term
in the state senate, over which he briefly presided as president in 1837. En-
tered in the gubernatorial election of 1837, McNutt was supported by the enemies
of banking privileges within the state and succeeded in defeating two Whig
opponents by a comfortable margin. He was reelected two years later.
McNutt administration was noted for the battles it waged against the Planter's
and Union banks, which were accused of mismanagement and corrupt practices.

As a consequence of the governor's extreme position, the state refused to pay
the bonds which it had issued only a few years earlier to establish capital
for the infant banks. This policy earned McNutt the name of "The Great Re-
pudiator" and left Mississippi, which had itself become a large holder of

bank bonds, totally bankrupt and without credit.

he 4,000~

Typical

The

After leaving the governor-

ship, McNutt briefly retired from public life but soon reappeared as an un-

successful candidate for the United States Senate.

He died in 1848 while

touring the northern counties of the state as a candidate for presidential

elector.

Although altered, the McNutt House remains one of the oldest surviving

dwellings in Vicksburg. In April, 1822, Washington Cook paid thirty-five
dollars to the estate of Newit Vick for lot eight in square two in the town

of Vicksburg, Mississippi (Warren County Deed book E, p. 126).

Four years

later he divided the lot, sold the western quarter acre to William Pescod

for fifty dollars (Deed book D, p. 138), and erected a two-story frame
dwelling house on the remaining land.

When the property passed to Isaac I.
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