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1+ Name of Property
historic name Sheffield Center Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location Approx. 1.2 miles of U.S. route 7~ Cook & MIlIpr Avpniipg;

dreet & number Railroad. Depot and Burtch Struts N/IA Inot for publication
city, town Sheffield N/A Ivicinity
state  MA code 025 county Bprlf.;hirp code OB zip code 01257

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[3 private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
fx1 public-local fx] district 109 19  buildings
I I public-State | Isite 7 0 sites
n  public-Federal I Istructure 0 1 structures
| lobject 4 objects
120 24 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

¢ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opi/iion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Sgnaure o ocatifying of/idd Excutive Director”,~ssachusetts Historical Conmisison- Date

State Historic Preservation Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date
State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
Centered inthe National Register.
I | See continuation sheet.
0 determined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
[*determined not eligible forthe
National Register.

1 Iremoved from the National Register.
I 1 other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling; Secondary Structure
Conrnerce/Department Store; Specialty Store;
Professional; Warehouse
Social/Meeting Hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

AN ostyle
Colonial/Georgian
Early Republic/Federal

Mid-19th century/Greelt Revival
Late Victorian/queen Ame

Laate 19th & 20th Century Revivals/Colonial Revival

Describe present and higtoric physica appearance.

The Sheffield Center Historic District,

Sheffield Center Historic DIstrict

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single [ Viellir®; Secondary Structure

Conmerce/DepatiiKnr Stnrp; «SoprsaVy Sfrivre
Social/tfeef ing Hall

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Stone

~dlg Vfood
Bricls
roof Asphalt

other Marble. Glass, C"YYP"P, <itNi

Sheffield, Massachusetts, i s a

concentrated settlement of approximately 117 acres located i nthetown's

business district andinstitutional

I ncentral Sheffield. Ranged along

both sides of US Route 7, theprimary north-south artery which runs through
the town, thedistrict extends roughly 1.2 mles south from Schenob Brook.

Schenob Brook physically separates

t heCenter from Sheffield Plain, a rural

residential village located approximately onemle t othenorth. The village
of Ashley Falls, slightly nore than three mles dow Route 7, i sthe closest

village t othesouth. Thelinear

bordering t heHousatonic River t ot heeast

Center district i sflanked by uplands
and Penn Central Railroad to t he

west. Two residential streets-Maple Avenue and Cook Avenue—and two original
railroad service roads—Railroad and Depot Streets—are included i nthe

district. Portions of Miller Avenue,

Burtch Street, andRoot Lane ar e

included where they intersect Route 7 (known locally as Main Street).

Sheffield Center Historic District

one structure, andeight objects.

i sconprised of 128 buildings, seven sites,
C these,
four objects contributetoitsarchitectural

109 bui I dings, seven sites, and
andhistorical integrity. Most

noncontributing resources were constructed after ca. 1938, theendof the
period of significance. Fewhistoric buildings have been rendered

noncontributing as aresult of alterations.
Center display a full range of architectural

Residential buildings at the
styles and building types, from

the high-stylet ot hevernacular andfrom mansions t o cottages. The?2
1/2-story house with clapboard siding predom nates. Such houses areseeni n

the Ceorgian, Federal, and G eek Revival
19th-century vernacul ar adaptation.

styles, aswell as a late
Three brick houses i ntheCeorgian style

are particularly noteworthy for their excellent state of preservation.

Institutional buildingsinclude Sheffield' ssecond (andol dest extant)

meeti nghouse, thetown hall, four churches,
i nBerkshire County. These buildings, some

library, andthefirst high school

a comunity hall, thetown

of which arearchitect-designed, range from 18th-century Georgian t oearly
20t h-century Georgian Revival, andconprise thelargest collectionof

architecturally andhistorically significant

buil dings i nSheffield.

Commercial buildings of wood or stone aregenerally sinple structures

concentrated i nthenorthern half

of thedistrict. Industrial buildings

Fx| See continuation sheet
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CGover nnent/ Town Hal |

Education/ School ; Library

Religion/Religious
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Resi dence

Funerary/ Cenetery

Recreati on/ Monunent - Mar ker

Agriculture/Processing

Landscape/ Pl aza, Park Street
Furniture-Object

Transportation/Rail-Related
Road Rel at ed

CGover nnment / Town Hal |
Education/Library
Religion/Religious
Structure
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Furniture-Object, Garden
Transportation/ Road- Rel at ed
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associated with therailroad once stood at thedistrict's western edge.
these, a single utilitarian freight house remains.

Sheffield Center i s nore thickly settled than thetown's other linear village
on thePlain, although theCenter maintains a balance of open and devel oped
space. There arefewopenings i nthestreet wall along Main Street, but the
linear character of thedistrict and t heset back of buildings fromthe street
prevent Sheffield Center from appearing crowded. While devel opnent of
secondary roads i ntheheart of thedistrict—Cook Avenue, Railroad Street,
and Depot Street—has evenly distributed building density around Main Street,
this concentrationof short streets |eading off thehighway i nthevicinity of
the neetinghouse has led t othecreation of adistinct focus for thedistrict.

There arethree major open spaces i ntheCenter historic district. The
Village Green, a narrow strip of land parallel tothewest side of Route 7, i s
directly i nfront of thed d Parish Church, thetown's second neetinghouse and
the first institutional building at Sheffield Center.. The Parish Church and
most.of thestores i n thebusiness district face a roadway separated fromt he
hi ghway by t he Village Green. Also on thewest side of Route 7 i s Barnard
Park, a 1.25-acre park donated tothetown by a Barnard descendant i n 1936.
Barnard cenetery at thedistrict's southeastern corner contains nearly three
hundred gravestones ranging from 1756 t o 1896.

Residential Buildings |

The earliest extant resource i ntheCenter distirct i sthel747 ell on the
James Dewey House (ca. 1760, Map #64, MC #22). Now located on t heeast side
of thelarger brick house, theoriginal wood-frame ell of 1 1/2 stories was
expanded with theaddition of a second story i n1847. The practice of
building | arge farmhouses onto one or 1 1/2-story capes, thereby converting
the earlier hone into anell, was a common neans of upgrading houses | n
Sheffield from them d- 18th through t hem d- 19th century. Oher exanples
are extant on Sheffield Plain and at t he Sedgwi ck House (1761, 1847) i n the
Center historic district.

A saltbox at thenorthernmst boundary of theCenter district i s the
Elijah Noble House on Route 7, (Map #5, MC #90, Photo #1). Built i n1750,
this 2 1/2-story house with a center chinmmey i sone of five 18th-century
sal tboxes i nSheffield. The three-bay facade has a center entry with a
four-panel door framed by a pilastered surround and flanked by sidelights
containing 6/4 double hung wood sash. Original 6/6 wood sash survivesi n
other windows. A one-story woodshed el | i sattached tothenortheast corner
of thehouse. The district includes an ol der, noncontributing saltbox
(Postmedl eval English), theSilas Deane House (Map #58, MHC #31). Builti n
1727, t hehouse was noved t ot heeast side of Route 7 fromWet hersfield,
Connecticut by an antiques dealer i n1946. Simlar tothe Noble House i n size

(continued)
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and facade configuration, the Deane House has 12/12 wood sash in the first
floor windows and 812 on the second floor. There is a 1950s three-car garage
(Mp #J) to the northeast.

Qe of the nost prevalent building types in the district is the 2 1/2-story
house single- or double-pile, with gable roof, five-bay facade, and center
hall. This type was firmly established at Sheffield Center with the
construction on Main Street of three brick houses in the Georgian style by the
early 1770s. The James Dewey House referenced earlier was built ca. 1760 by
Dan Raynond, a weal thy Sheffield merchant. Brick is laid in Flem sh bond, and
used in the belt course on the facade and jack arches over the wi ndows. The
entry is inset with deep reveals and has a narrow eight-light transom A
second house by Dan Raynond (Myp #107, MC #23), built in 1774 and now the
sheadquarters of the Sheffield Historical Society, has a double-pile plan, a
marbl e belt course, and marble window lintels. Another single-pile house, the
Dr. Wakefield House (Mp #36, MC #47) of 1771, is also believed to be the
wor k of Raynond. The use of brick in residential construction at the Center
virtually ceases after these houses.

The center district exhibits a range of wood-frame Federal style houses,
constructed as late as ca. 1825. Anong the earliest, and the nost high-style,
is the General John Barnard House (Myp #68, MC #18) of 1786. Cccupying a
spacious | ot at the northwest corner of the Route 7-Root Lane intersection,
the house, known as Netherby Hall, was built by Major Aaron Root, Barnard's
grandfather. The 2 1/2-story wood-frame structure has a hipped roof, tall
interior end chimmeys, and a five-bay facade distingiiishedby a slightly
projecting pedinented central pavilion. The main entry, flanked by

doubl e-hung sidelights, is shielded by a pedimented portico with slender Doric
colums and a full entablature. A Palladlan windowwith tracery in the
sidelights graces the second story of the pavilion. The pedinment contains a
fan window. The clapboard exterior is finished with thin corner boards. Both
pedi ments and the main block display dentil cornices. A sun porch has been
added to the north side of the house.

French's Villa (Mp #94, MC #148), built between 1804 and 1820, is another
hi pped roof Federal style house, with interior end chimeys, clapboard walls,
a dentil cornice, and a double-pile, center hall plan. A sinple fan w ndow
over the entrance has a hood mold with corbel stops. The house was modified
with Italianatedetailing in the second half of the 19th century and was noved
back from Main Street to its present location ca. 1967. A one-story, five-bay
porch with a central pedinmented pavilion was renoved at an unknown date and
long first floor windows have been returned to their original configuration.

The pedinmented end gable is first seen in Sheffield Center with the
construction of the Rev. James Bradford House (Myp #90, MC #25) in 1821
Built on a marble foundation, this wood-frame double-pile, center-hall house
with interior end chimeys has a plain frieze and a dentil cornice. The

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior

Natiod Pak Savice

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Sheffield Center Historic District

Sation numbe P 7 Sheffield, MA

entrance i s framed by engaged colums and a gable-roof hood. A fan w ndow
lights each pedi nentedend.

Forshadowi ng the arrival in Sheffield Center of the three-bhay Geek Revival
facade, the EIl | Ensign House (Map #45, ML #152) of 1822displays a gableend

turned toward the street. Built ona smll | ot at the center of the historic
district, the Ensign House has the appearance of a five-bay, double-pile
Federal house turned end-to-street t ofit the narrow confines of the lot. Two

and one-half stories high with interior endchinmmeys, the house has a
three-bay street facade consisting of a center entry squeezed betweentwo
wi ndows containing 12/12 wood sash.

The Greek Revival style was the nost often enployed for residential
construction i n Sheffield Center, where G eek Revival houses were constructed
until ca. 1870. Generally these houses are 2 1/2 stories with broad

pedi mented gables turned endt othe street, three-bay facades with side
entries, andthe Geek Revival ornament. The Train House (Map #88) of ca.
1820 is atypical exanple. Theentry is recessed andfranmed by pilasters
carrying a promnent entablature. Paneled comer pilasters carry a simlar
entablature beneath the roofline. Wndows contain 6/6 doubl e-hung sash but
have no nmol di ngs. A doubl e square wi ndow at the attic level is commonly seen
in the pediments of other Greek Revival houses in Sheffield. The Train House
has a 2 1/2-story lateral wing with one-story porch added on the south side.
This lateral wing is afeature that would characterize the district's houses
built after ca. 1850.

A smaller Geek Revival cottage is seen in the Ledl|le House (Map #83) on
Burtch Street, built between 1805 and 1815. The 1 1/2-story cottagei s
rectangular in massing with gable roof oriented toward the street. A
one-story porch with a hipped roof and Tuscan col utms grace the facade.
Pilasters frame the side entrance of the three-bay front, andthe attic has
two doubl e-hung wi ndows anda ridge vent. A simlar type of Geek Revival
cottage is also seen in Sheffied Plain during the sane period. Variations i n
the width of the porch, entrance location, andthe nunber of attic w ndows
distinguish the houses. The Center District also includes G eek Revival
cottages in which the side gable is turned tothe street with a central bay
and rectangular frieze windows at the upper |evel (Barker House, Map #4, MC
#91, 1835).

The highest style Geek Revival house in the Center District is the Sedgw ck
House (Map #33, MHC #33), which consists of a wood-frane peripteral tenple
front added in 1847to anearlier (1761) frame house, nowthe el | of the main
block. Thelater main block is twostorieshigh with a |ow-pitched
ridge-hipped roof andwi de entablature supported onthree sides by eleven
doubl e-hei ght square posts with inset panels. A veranda beneath the square
posts wraps around the facade and sides of the house. The street (or west)

(continued)
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elevation is two bays across with long triple hung (6/6/6) sash in the first
floor windows and doubl e-hung sash with sidelights on the second floor.  The
ell, which contains the house's main entrance on the south wall, is 112
stories with frieze windows at the roofline.

By the third quarter of the 19th century, rmuch of the district's residential
architecture constituted sone variation of the L-plan. These 2- or 2
1/2-story houses—sonme with gable end, side-entry facades and sone with
entrances on the long elevation—have 2-story gable—+oofed lateral or rear
wings. A combination of bay w ndows, bracketed cornices, nolded w ndows
hoods, and porches distinguishes these vernacul ar houses of the Victorianera.

The preponderance of the Greek Revival style in Sheffield Center precluded
much Italianate residential construction, although the Italianate style
appeared in institutional (and railroad) constructionin the district at this
time. Elaborate Italianate houses appear south of the Center and the historic
district. There are no Second Enpire style dwellings or mansard roofs in the
district. The vernacular Victorianfarnmhouse was firmly established as a
building type at Sheffield Center with exanples constructed as late as the
1890s. Houses of this type include the Cowen House (ca. 1875-1895, Mp #49)
on Main Street and the Elizabeth Brahier House (ca. 1870-1885, Map #95) on
Depot Street.

(e exception to the typical Sheffield Center house of this period, however,
is the John Mortlz House (Myp #39, ca. 1860-1873) on Cook Avenue. Exhibiting
characteristics of the Greek Revival and Italianate styles, the Moritz house
s two stories high with square nmassing, a |ow-pitched hipped roof, and a
three-bay facade with a central entry. A one-story, three-bay porch with
turned posts and jigsawn capital ornaments the exterior. Long first floor

wi ndows flank the entrance, which is topped with a narrow rectangul ar
transom Wndow heads are nolded on the first floor and flat on the second,
where they meet a plain frieze beneath the cornice.

Fromca. 1880 wuntil the end of the 19th century the vernacular houses with
L-plans continued to be built, although porizh infill began to appear in the
right angle created by the two wings, inadditionto or in place of a porch
across the facade. The Colonial Revival style surfaces in the last decade of
the 19th century. Less rigid initsS3nmetry than the district's Geek
Revival houses, the Helen Macy House (ca. 1890-1900, Mp #10) has the
board-gabl ed facade rem niscent of houses built fifty years earlier. A
one-story enclosed sun porch with a hipped roof and an end-bay entry w aps
around the west (nmain) and south (side) elevations of the main block. Bays in
the porch contain six- or nine-pane glass panels. Detailing on the

cl apboarded house i s confined to a plain cornice with returns and Doric
colums on the porch. Wndows contain either 1/1 or 2/2 doubl e-hung wood sash.

(continued)
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slightly later, the hone on Maple Avenue, now used as Catholic Church Rectory
(Mp #21, ca. 1895-1910), was built. This classical Revival building, Iike
many others in the district, is 212 stories high with a three-bay,
central-entry facade and pedimented end gables. Sinple brackets ornanent the
cornice line, and the one-story wap-around porch with a central pedinmented
entry has a wide frieze and dentil cornice. In the gable is a pair of square
wi ndows, a feature seen on the Helen Macy House as well as G eek Revival
houses in the district.

Four Square (Colonial Revival) houses were also built in Sheffield Center
about the turn of the 20th century. Anong themare the Janes G aney House
(Mp #78, ca. 1890-1915) and (k Lodge (Myp #66, ca. 1900-1915) on Main
Street. These houses are 2-1/2 stories with hipped roofs, shingled exteriors,
and hipped-roof central dornmers containing dianond-pane casenent or 22

doubl e-hung sash. The houses vary in the number of bays on the facade (three-
and four-bay exanples are extant), the position of the entrances (side in a
three-bay exanple and off-center in the four-bay exanple), the nunber of
dormers on side elevations, and the treatment of the one-story porches. The
G aney House, which is rectangular in massing rather than square, has a raised
three-bay porch with a side entry, while the three-bay porch of Gk Lodge has
been enclosed and has a center entry.

There was no new residential construction in Sheffield Center between World
VWr | and the 1930s. The intervening period saw the town's |owest population
since Its founding and the discontinuation of the strfeet railway that
connected Sheffield Center with Pittsfield and Canaan, Connecticut.
Contributing 1930s residential construction Includes the George Stenner House
(Mp #12) Maple Ave, a variation of the Four Square (Colonial Revival) house
with a lateral wing, and the Kronig House (Mp #25) Maple Ave, 1 1/2-story
cape.

Institutional B"T1dings

Integral to the development of the village at Sheffield Center was
construction of the Od Parish Church (Myp #99, MC #20), the ol dest
institutional building in the historicdistrict. Built as the town's second
meet i nghouse in 1760, the Parish Church is located at the center of the
village on the west side of Main Street. The 2 1/2-story clapboard-sheathed
meet i nghouse has a pedinmented three-bay frontispiece with attenuated corner
pilasters carrying a plain entablature. O the second story over the three
entrances i s a Palladlan w ndow flanked by a pair of double-hung w ndows
containing 12/12 wood sash. The pediment contains a blind [unette. The
frontispiece steps back to larger but simlarlyarticulated pedinmented block
that yields an additional window bay to either side of the frontispiece and
twel ve-bay side elevations. In 1819 the meetinghouse was noved back from the

(continued)
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hi ghway andthe square clock tower and steeple were added. The two-|evel
octagonal steeple consists of plain pilasters, keyed arch | ouvered openings, a
dentil cornice, anda balustrade with urn finials at each level. Jonathan

G aham a blacksmth who |ived on Sheffield Plain, created the massive wought
iron weathervane.

The Greek Revival style Town Hall (NMap #101, MLC #93) was built by the Ensign
brothers of Sheffield between 1825 and 1840. Two and one-half stores with a
ridge-hipped roof anda marble foundation, the rectangular brick buildingi s
laid i n seven-course American bond with iron tie-rods exposed above the second
story. The building hasa five-bay facade with a central entry, a w de wood
entabl ature, and a square, hipped roof wood cupola with round-arched | ouvered
sopenings. Wndows on the first and second story have stone sills and lintels;
first floor windows contain 6/6 double-hung sash andthe long second floor

wi ndows contain 9/9 sash. Rectangular attic w ndows are set into the frieze.
The entrance i s marked by a pedimented portico with plain wood posts.

A Geek Revival building with Ronmanesque Revival detailing is the Methodi st
Church (Map #85, MHC #29), built in 1842at the northwest corner of Mainand
Burtch Streets. The frame church i s 2-1/2 stories high with a gable roof and
projecting frontispiece framed by corner pilasters carrying aplain frieze and
bracketed cornice. The bracketed tower contains paired round-arched | ouvered
openings. The church was sold i n 1971 to anartist andart conservator, and
now serves as a residence andstudio. Currently i nexcellent repair,the
former church displays no changes t othe exterior which would indicate a
change i nthe building suse.

Sheffield Center's First High School (Map #105, ML #34) isa 11/2-story
frame Italianate building with a three-bay endgable facade and paired
brackets onall four elevations. Theside entry islitwith a rectangular
three-pane transom A round-arched window |ights the gable end. Originally
constructed onthe site of the present Center School i n 1871, the school house
was relocated toal otnear Town Hall ca. 1909. A large door ona side

el evation recalls the building's useinthe early decades of the 20th century
as a car repair shop and a garage. Currently Infair condition, the First

Hi gh School building was donated t othe Town of Sheffield i n 1975.

Dewey Menorial Hall (Nap#92, MC #38), Sheffield' s conmunity center, was
designed in 1887by WIlliam R Enerson. Thedistrict's nost elaborate exanple
of late 19th-centuryarchitecture, Dewey Hall displays elements of the Queen
Anne and Shingle style. Rectangular i nnmssing, the 1 1/2-story building has
a 2-story square tower with gable roof at the southeast corner and a gable
porte-cochere on the east elevation (facade). The uncoursed rubble stone
posts, rough marble quoins, andshingled gable infill of the porte-cochere
constitute a schene that i s carried throughout the exterior. The south wall

of the tower i s comprised of finer stones than the facade. Al | gables are

(continued)
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infilled with shingles, including a gabled dormer onthesouth elevation. The
building exhibits avariety of window sizes and shapes. Fixed or doubl e-hung
mul ti-pane wood sash i stherule, although sidelights containing dianmond panes
frame t hedoubl e-door entrance. A bronze tablet totheleft of theentrance
is inscribed "To Keep the Menory of Orvllle Dewey 1794 SFU 1882." The"SFU'
refers t otheSheffield Friendly Union founded by Dr. Dewey, a Sheffield
Center resident, i n 1871.

In theearly decades of the20th ceintury, twochurches, a school, anda public
librarywere built inthehistoric district at Sheffield Center. O these
buil dings, twoareparticularly notable. Christ Church (Map #28, MHC #211)
was designedi n 1910-1911 by Henry Vaughan and conpl et ed by 1912. The rural
Epi scopal church—ust onestorywth rectangul ar nmassi ng and gabl e r oof —+s
built of seamfaced stone fromHew ns Quarryin Sheffield. A stone belfry
caps t hewest el evation(facade), whichi s distinguished bya single

basket - arched stained gl ass wi ndow. Stained gl ass wi ndows wer e execut ed by
Ti ffany and Co. of NewYork andJ. Wppell and Co., Ltd. of Exeter, England.
Vaughan, a prom nent figureinAnmericanecclesiastical architecture in the
| ate 19th and 20t h centuries, cametothe United StatesfromEngl and ca.
1882. He was a draftsman for George Frederick Bodl ey, a keyfigurein the

| at e Got hi ¢ Revi val i n Engl and. Vaughan and Bodl ey | ater col | aborated on t he
Nati onal Cat hedral i nWashington, DC. Thelich Gate (Map #E Phot o #9)

sout hwest of Christ Churchwas built on hand- hewn beans and Hewi ns Quarry

st one i n 1970. o]

The aushnel|-Sage Menorial Library (Map#82) was built i n1929 of Harvard
brick with cast-stone detailing. Designed by J. McArthur Vance of Pittsfield,
the library cost $33,000 t obuild. The symmetrical one-story brick structure
has a gable roof, parapeted endwalls with chimeys, and- a five-bay facade.
Brick quoins anda dentil cornice ornament therectangular block. A

doubl e-door center entry i slitbyafantransomandarticulated bya

gabl e-roofed door hood supported by a pair of thin colums. Cast-stone i s
used i ntheflat lintels over thedouble-hung windows of thefacade andi n the
keystones on t heround-arched wi ndows of theside elevations. A rear wing,
providing additional stack space onthemin floor, afireproof vault, anda
basement were constructed i n1952. The brick addition, barely discernible
fromMain Street, incorporates quoins, dentil work, andw ndow lintels i n a
design simlar tothat of theoriginal building.

Commerci al Construction

The Center district retains a nunber of wood-frame and stone G eek Revival
comercial buildings. These aregenerally 1-1/2 or 2-1/2 stories with gable
roofs facing thestreet and nodest one-story porches. The O dStone Store

(Mp #100, MHC #39) on t hewest side of Main Street was built between 1830 and
1836 by t heEnsign brothers, also builders of theTown Hall. Nowa stylistic
combi nation of t heGeek Revival andtheColonial Revival duetoa rebuilding

(continued)
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of the roof following afire i n1901, the store i s of coursed local stone set

in mortar with marble quoins and smooth stone window sills andlintels. Three
bays across the facade andthree bays deep, the original stone store hada

pedi mented portico with twogiant fluted columms supporting a wide

entabl ature. These colums burned i n 1901 andthe present pedimented gabled

and pitched roof storefront date tothat time. A frame extensiont othe west
(rear) or the building likely dates t o ca. 1901. At the time of the fire, the
Od Stone Store housed a barber, milliner, dressmaker, shoemaker, andbutcher,
as well as abilliard hall.

Anot her Geek Revival commercial building altered i nthe early 20th century i s
Little's Store (Maps #34 and #35, ML #46), built ca. 1845to 1865.

Originally 2-1/2stories with a three-bay facade, projecting portico, and four
giant lonic colums, the store was joined with a neighboring2 1/2-story
building ca. 1925, at which time the four lonic colums were evenly

distributed across the newseven-bay facade. Theresulting double G eek
Revival building has a dentil cornice anda secondary dentil cornice around

the storefronts.

Two conmmercial buildings have been noved t oSheffield Center fromthe
Sheffield Plain. The former Sheffield Acadeny Building (Mp#93, MH #94),
constructed ca. 1839, was noved t othe Center andconverted t ocomnmercial use
in 1871. The 2 1/2-story frame building i sclad with clapboards and has a
marbl e foundation. The three-bay facade with center!entrance (now
incorporating a one-story boxed storefront) i s contained beneath a broad end
gable with returns. A round-arched wi ndow with a gabl e-shaped hood lightst he
attic. MNowa variety store, the former Acadeny building served as a general
mer chandi se store upon its conversioni n 1871, andhoused the town library for
a short time |ater inthe 1870s.

A second building constructed on Sheffield Plain andnoved t othe Centeri s
the Parker Hall LawOffice (#109, ML #11) of 1820. The sinple two-room
structure i s 1 1/2-stories with a pedinented endgable andcenter chimey.
The center entry i s flanked by windows containing 9/6 doubl e-hung wood sash,
and a four-pane window |lights the attic. Comer boards, a narrow frieze, and
a simple entablature over the entrance ornanment the clapboarded building.
Used i nthe early 20th century as a small shop, the LawOffice, which was
recorded by HABS, was i nderelict condition before it was noved t othe Center
in 1974 andrestored by the Sheffield Historical Society.

A collection of railroad buildings at the western edge of the district near
Rai |l road and Depot Streets has been broken up duet odemolitionor

relocation. 1 n 1970, the ca. 1870Italianate style Passenger Depot (MHC #50)
was relocated t oprivate property of f Route 7A south of Sheffield Center. The
ticket station has board and batten siding, overhanging eaves supported by
large brackets onfour sides, anda side entry with round-arched double

(continued)
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doors. Today the ticket station i s a private residence. The one-story brick
Frei ght House (Mayp #104) of ca. 1910 survives on Railroad Street, but the
Freight Station was denolished at an unknown date.

Later contributing conmercial buildings Include the Barthol omew Bl ock (Mp
#98) on the east side of Main Street, a two-stoiry stone-faced block i nthe
Col onial Revival Style, built in 1912 inmmediately south of the Od Parish
Church. Two wutilitarian garages were built inthe 1920s: Ford' s Garage (Mp
#32) at the commercial core of the historic district and Macy's Garage Tap
#2, 1926) at the northernend. Macy's Garage i s a one-story building
Incorporating concrete block pilasters, steel trusses, and a concrete floor.
A brick utilitarian gas station (M #106) was constructedi n 1936 near the
site of the laconic Inn at the corner of Main and Railroad Streets.

O her Contributing Resources

Approximately one-third of the district's contributing buildings are secondary
structures such as barns and garages. Located at the rear of house |ots,
these buildings are generally one-story, utilitarian wood structures with
gable or shed roofs. A small brick smokehouse (Myp #27, 1810-1820)

acconpani es the house known as the Christ Church Rectory (Myp #26, MC #32,
1750-1770) on the east side of Main Street.

O seven contributing sites inthe Center historic district, one isa cemtery
and three are landscapes. Barnard Cenetery (Mp #63, MC #807) occupies the
southernnost | ot on the east side of Main Street, directly opposite Netherhby
Hal | (#68, MC #18, Photo #3). The approximately three hundred gravestones in
the cemetery date to the period between 1756 and 1896. The site known as
Seven Pines (Myp #84), a triangular | ot at the Intersection of Main and Burtch
Streets, was planted by Dr. Orvlille Dewey and his friend Wlliam Cullen Bryant
in the 1850s.  seven original pine trees, two remain. The Sheffield Garden
Club maintains a flower bed on the site. Created on the west side of Main
Street at an unknown date was the Village Green (Myp #118), a narrow strip
parallel to Main Street at the center of the business district, extending from
the Od Stone Store to the Sheffield Lunber Conpany. The G een nay have cone
into existence following the 1819 noving of the Od Parish Church back from
Main Street. Marked at either end by watering troughs (Myp #120, ca. 1870 and
Myp #121, ca. 1880), the Geen includesa Wrld Vr | stone marker (Myp #1109,
ca. 1920) and two park benches (Maps #V and #W ca. 1945). Finally, Barnard
Park (Mwp #116) was created at the southwestern comer of Main Street and
Miller Avenue i n 1936, when a Barnard descendant donated the 1.25 acres to the
town. Among the trees and shrubs bordering the park are six trees plantedin
menory of Sheffield nen who died i nWrld Vr |1, Korea, and Vietnam The
park Includes a nmonument to General John G and Dr. Frederick A P Bamard
(Map #117, 1937), a flagpole (Myp #T, 1986), and a Veterans Monunent (Mp #U,
1970s) .

(continued)
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Three sites once supported historically significant buildings, two nearthe
railroad tracks and one at thenorthern end of thedistrict. The railroad
Passenger Depot (Map #97, MC #50) was noved out of t heCenter i n1971, and
the brick Freight Station (Map #103) was demolished at an unknown date. Both
buildings were Integral totheeconomc vitality of theCenter from ca. 1850
through theend of theperiod of significance. The Macy House stood at the
third site (Map #3) until it sremoval toConnecticut i n1986. A two-story
wood-franme building with a gable roof, six-bay facade, and two entrances, t he
ca. 1743 house once served as an ordinary at Sheffield Center. The building
was renoved t oexpand t heparking area for thecomercial Micy's Garagei n the
building next door (Map #2).

Contributing buildings aregenerallyi n an excellent state of preservation,

with mnimal alteration toexteriors. GChanges areconfined totheaddition of
porches or ells, and attached garages i nsone instances. These additionsdo

not impair thearchitectural integrity of thedistrict or theindividual

buil dings.

I ntrusions

Intrusions i ntheCenter district aremniml. Few historic buildings have
been altered enough t oconpromise their Integrity. Two contenporary houses
(Maps #C and #K) are set back from Main Street. A g*s station, antique shop,
tel ephone transfer station, and a Neo-Col onlal conunerclal block (Map #Q 1966)
housing t hepost office and a savings bank are anong t hebuildings constructed
since ca. 1938 that blend harmonlouly with adjacent historic structures.

Other intrusions are one- or two-car garages built next toor behind
contributing buildings. These garages are conpatible i nsize and scale with
the architectural and historic character of thedistrict-.

Bui | ding Relocation and Denolition

Rel ocation of buildings at Sheffield Center has occurred since thed d Parish
Church was noved back from t he highway i n1819. Oher buildings noved from
their original locations within thedistrict include theFirst High School
(moved t oRailroad Street ca. 1909), and French's Villa (moved back fromt he
hi ghway ca. 1967). Buildings noved into thedistrict from outlying areas are
the former Sheffield Acadeny building (from Sheffield Plain i n1871), the
Silas Deane House (fromWethersfield, Connecticut, ca. 1946), and t he Parker
Hal | Law Office (fromthePlain i n1974). Finally, two buildings areknowto
have been noved out of thedistrict, therailroad Passenger Depot (to Route
7A, 1971), and t heNMacy House (to Connecticut, ca. 1986).

The nost recent demolitionof amjor building i nthehistoric district
occurred i n1965, when t he El mhurst Hotel on t heeast side of Main Street was
razed tocreate a car |l ot for Macy's Garage. The 3 1/2-story franme building

(continued)
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had a gable roof, L-nmassing, and a one-story w ap-around porch. O her
demolitions Include t hewood-frame Sheffield Center Gammar School (by1909),
the first Christ Church building (by1912) and t heFreight Depot (date
unknown). Fires i nthehistoric district destroyed a drugstore at the
northwest corner of Main and Depot Streets (1904) and t helaconic Inn—pow t he
location of a gas station—a. 1936. The Taconic was a grand hotel i n the
tradition of theElmhurst: 3 1/2-stories with a hipped roof, pedinmented
dormers, and a two-story wap-around veranda.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded in the district, itis
highly likely that sites are present. Four prehistoric sites have been
recorded in the general area (within one mile). The physical characteristics
of the district, a well-drained terrace overlooking the Housatonic River
Schenob Brook, and [arge wetlands immediately to the west, would have nade
this an attractive area for native settlement and subsistence activities.

G ven the large size of the district and controlled historic devel opment, i t
is highly probable that sites are present

A high potential exists for historic archaeological sites within the
district. Mst md 18th through 19th century residences built inthe district
survive as well as civic and religious structures. The Od Parish Church was
constructed in 1760 in response to a population shift to the district area by
that time. Earlier settlements exist to the north and south of the district.
By 1785 several buildings were noted by travelersinthe district area, sone
of which likely exist as archaeological survivals. N industry has been
located within the district. Construction inthe district accelerated during
the 19th century during which additional churches, schools, stores, taverns
and residences were built. Mst structures, however, remained residential
Most 18th and 19th century historic archaeological survivalsin the district
probably exist inthe form of occupation-related features (trash pits,
privies, wells, etc.) around the structures noted abbye. Structural survivals
also likely exist though nmost have yet to be identified. In additionto
potential 18th century residential survivals, structural survivalsof 19th
century residences also probably survive. Archaeological survivals also
probably exist from the original location of the Od Parish Church which was
noved back from the highway during remodeling in 1819. Archaeol ogi ca
survivals related to transportationare probably present at the site of the
old 19th Century railroad station on Depot Street and freight station on
Railroad Street. Archaeological remains of an "immense" ice house are also
probably present near the railroad depot.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationdly | |datewide Ix] localy
Applicable National Register Criteria HXIA EHB I ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) "~ A QB QC I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period_of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture ca 1760-ca 1938 N/A
Commaae
Gommunity Planning & Deve opment
Social History AN
Transportation N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder

NA Raynond, Dan; Vanghan Henry,

Enerson, WlliamR Vance, J. MArthur;
Ensign, Edward F. & Richard
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Sheffield Center Historic District, Sheffield, Massachusetts i s a

wel | -preserved and visually cohesive group of residential, institutional, and
comrercial buildings associated with thegrowth of thevillage froma small
pre-Revolutionary War settlement tothetown's institutional and commrerci al
core. Containing approximately 117 acres i nthegeographical and popul ation
center of Sheffield, thelinear district constitutesthelargest collection of
architecturally significant buildingsi n thetow. Between 1760 and t he turn
of the20th century, Sheffield Center evolved from a neetinghouse |ocation
into thetown's comrercial, transportation, religious, and cultural center, as
wel | as a destinationfor seasonal travelers. The Sheffield Center Historic
District contains a nunber of Sheffield smost historically significant
buildings, including theearliest extant neetinghouse, thetown hall building,
the first public high school, and t he homes of local |eading famlies. Qe
hundred nine buildings, seven sites, and four objects contributeto the
district's architectural and historical integrity. A nunber of buildings have
been noved within thedistrict and into thedistrict from other areas. The
moving of thebuilding took place within thedistrict's period of significance
and contributetothearchitectural significanceof thedistrict. Retaining
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, and
association, theSheffield Center Historic District neets Criteria A and Cof
the National Register of Historic Places, exception B of theNational Register
of Historic Places and i ssignificant at thelocal level.

The town of Sheffield i slocated i nt hesouthwestern corner of Massachusetts
and with a land area of 31,150 acres i sthesecond largest town i nBerkshire
County. Generally level i nterrain, Sheffield lies i ntheHousatonic River
Vall ey between thesteep hills of theTaconic Range t ot hewest and t herough
hilly land and | owhills of theBerkshire Barrier totheeast. Settlement of
the town |agged behind it sneighbors totheeast until 1724, when a fertile
tract of land eighteen mles long and twelve mles w de was purchased fromt he
Mohi can | ndians. The purchase, which conmprised theentire southwestern comer
of Massachusetts from four mles east of theHousatonic River westward t o the

Q See continuation sheet
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col ony of NewYork, included all of the present towns of Sheffield, Great
Barrington, Egrenmont, and Mount Washington to the south and ruch of Alford,
Stockbridge, West Stockbridge, and Lee to the north. Theprice paid was "Four
Hundred and Sixty Pounds, three Barrels of Cider and thirty quarters of Rum"

Two townships were carved from the Indian purchase, the Upper Housatonic
Township to the north and the Lower Housatonic Township, contiguous with the
Massachusetts-Connecticut boundary line, to the south. Thelower township
Included the present town of Sheffield. For the purpose of land allocation,
the Lower Housatonic Township was partitioned into five divisions, three of
which fell within the present boundary of Sheffield. Theremining two, known
at onepoint asthe North Parish of Sheffield, were Incorporated asthe Town
of Great Barringtonin 1761. The General Court of the Province of
Massachusetts Bay appointed a committee to allocate lots to those petitioners
who were deermed nost likely to establish a permanent settlement. Shares in
the Lower Township were sold to thirty-nine prospective settlers, with care
taken to ensure that each proprietor received afair share of both neadow and
upland. A strip-like arrangement of |ots gave each settler narrowfrontage
along the road (now US Route 7) that passed north to south through the

t ownshi p.

In 1726 Matthew Nobl e, who had cone from Westfleldthe previous autum,
brought his 16-year-old daughter Hannah to take upresidence inthe frontier
territory. Noble built a house on Sheffield Plain, anearly settlement core
and the location of the town's first neetinghouse a decade |ater. Preemn nent
in the affairs of the Lower Housatonic Township, Noble issued the warrant for
the first town meeting, held onthe Plain inJanuary 1733. The Town of
Sheffield, the oldest i n Berkshire County, was Incorporated onJune 22, 1733.
Sheffield was reduced to it spresent size by annexations.to New Marl borough
[1795, 1798, 1871] to the east and Egrenont [1790, 1824] to the northwest.

The earliest concentrated settlements i n Sheffield were along the present
Route 7, on Sheffield Plain inthe northernend of town and at Ashley Fallsat
the southern end. This route, known as Main Street through Sheffield Center,
s a major byway that connects the Center with the Plain and Ashley Fallsand
defines the town's three villages. Thel2th Massachusetts Turnpike
constructed i n 1801 Incorporated the segment of Route 7 that passes through
the Sheffield Center Historic District.

Sheffield' s first meetinghouse (1735) was |ocated onthe Plain, the town's
first institutional core. While the Plain thrived inthe tow's early
decades, the area nowknown as Sheffield Center was sparsely settled. The
single large house there was a saltbox (Myp #5 ML #90) built ca. 1750 by
Elijah Noble, son of Matthew Noble, Sheffield's first white settler. The
earliest burial inthe Barnard Cenetery at the Center occurred in 1756.

(continued)
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By 1760 Sheffield residents saw the need for a more central location for their
meeti nghouse, and built a second edifice approximatelyone mle south of the
Plain. Construction of this nmeetinghouse, the Parish (Congregational) Church
(Map #99, ML #20), spurred devel opment of the surrounding area. Craftsnen,
smal | businessnen, doctors and farmers settled i nthe vicinity of the new
meeti nghouse. Brick farmhouses i nthe Georgian style such as the Janes Dewey
House (Map #64, MC #22) replaced smaller frame capes, and the village at
Sheffield Center began to take form

The Parish Church was the scene of a 1773 nmeeting of local citizens, at which
the Sheffield Declaration was adopted without dissent. The Declaration, a
statement of grievances against Great Britain, resolved that "Mankind i na
State of Nature are equal, free, and independent of each other, and have a
right to the undisturbed Enjo5nnent of there [sic] Lives, there [sic] Liberty,
and Property." A conplete text of the Declaration was published i nthe
February 18, 1773 edition of The Massachusetts Spy, a popul ar Wi g weekly

wi dely read throughout the col onies.

Anot her local event with statewi de Implications involved Theodore Sedgw ck, an
attorney whose house (Myp #33, MC #33) isinthe Sheffield Center Historic
District. Sedgwi ck prosecuted a |andmark case for the freedom of two
Sheffield slaves. Bromand Bett v. Ashley was heard i nthe Berkshire County
Court of CGonmon Pleas i n Geat Barrington i n1781. The first female slave to
achi eve emanci pation i nMassachusetts, Bett was awarded conpensation for her
services fromthe time she was 21. The case was one ina series which ledto
the abolition of slavery i n Massachusetts.

Until 1825, town governnent and the Congregational church operated as a single
unit, with the Parish Church supported by local taxes. The Parish Church
served not only as a place of worship but also as a town hall, a courthouse,
and a jail as the occasion demanded. The town financed an addition tothe
meeti nghouse i n 1819-1820 f or $4,000. Following the 1825 separation of the
Congregational church and local government, the town fathers secured a
three-story brick building near the nmeetinghouse for use as the Town Hall (Mp
#101, ML #93, ca. 1825-1840). 1 n 1878 the town purchased the brick building
for $3,650 at a public auction to settle an estate. The builders, Edward F.
and Richard Ensign, were postmasters and nmerchants who also operated a brick
kiln i nSheffield. Roons i nthe building have been used at various timesfor
a town library, grocery store, shoe shop, "coffin ware roonf, GA R neeting
place. Grange neeting place, entertainment and sports practices. The Town
Hal | i sstylistically simlar tothe Return E Jones House (ca. 1829-1835, MC
#6), a wood-frame residence of the sane period of Shefffield Plain.

The Center rapidly supplantedthe Plain as the institutional and commerci al
focus of Sheffield. Beginning with the construction of the second
meeti nghouse at the Center, ca. 1760, the transition was conplete by ca.

(continued)
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1850. A conmunity of subsistence farmng well into thel9th century,
Sheffield al so had several small businesses, nost |located at t he Center.
Situated on both sides of Main Street i nthevicinity of theParish Churchand
Town Hall i sthecomercial center of thetown andthehistoric district.
Commerci al uses began toinfiltrate thelargerly residential Center i n the
1830s, and spacious house lots such as that belonging t oFrench's Villa (Map
#94, ML #148, ca. 1804-1820) were subdivided and sol d.

The Stone Store (Map #100, MHC #148) was built immediately north of the
meeti nghouse i n1836. Qaned and constructed by Edward F. and Richard Ensign,
the store carried drygoods groceries, andhardware. Afire i nthebuilding
in 1901 affected a barber, milliner, dressmaker, shoemaker, butcher, and
billiard hall.

The former Sheffield Acadeny building (Map #93, MC #94), constructed i n 1839
on thepublic square i nSheffield Plain, was noved i n1871t ot hecorner of
Depot and Main Streets by t hemerchant Cyrus French, who filled i twith a
large stock of general merchandise. Amillinery department also operated
there i n1875, andDoctors Smith and Beebe rented office space i nthe building
until they noved t oFrench's Villa next door. The building housed a library
and t heSheffield Center post office (1934-1955) as well as a pharnmacy from
1929 t 01986, when i t becane a variety store.

Other comrercial buildings at thecenter of thedistrict include Little's
Store (Maps #34 and 35, MHC #46), twin Geek Revival buildings joined with a
common porch ca. 1925, and t heBarthol omew Bl ock (Nap #98), built i n 1912
between t heParish Church andt heconverted Sheffield Acadeny building. The
Bart hol omew Bl ock replaced a drug store that burned i n 1904.

The tracks of t heHousatonic Railroad were laid west of Sheffield' s budding
civic andcomercial core at theCenter ca. 1842. Therailroad operated

I ndependently until it was absorbed by t he New York, New Haven and Hartford
Railroad i n1892. A cluster of railroad buildings sprung up east of the
tracks i nthevicinity of Town Hall, although Railroad and Depot Streets, two

short lanes from Main Street t othetracks, were not cut through until ca.
1895. The freight house (Map #104, ca. 1910) i stheonly building of the
group extant i nitsoriginal location. Passenger service ontherailroad
continued until 1971, when t he Sheffield depot was closed. The Passenger
Depot was noved out of theCenter that year andt heFreight Depot amd ot her
buildings were denmolished. Qne freight train still passes through town each
day.

In thesecond half of thel9th century therailroad depot at Sheffield Center
was a beehive of activity, dueminly tothetow's boonmng agricultural and
quarrying Industries. Sheffied farmers were affected only mnimally by the
Panic of 1873 and ensuing depression. The amount of mi |k shipped fromthe
Sheffield station i n1880totaled 36,310 forty-quart cans and 4,967 cases. | n

(continued)
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addition to supplying the local demand, the Sheffield Creanery sent 1,000
pounds of butter to New York each week. An ice house (appearance and precise
location unknown) was built near the depot for the accormmpdation of the area's
mi |k dealers. Farming was the principal business i nSheffield in 1885 with
325 farnms i noperation. At that time Sheffield Center conprised three
churches, four stores, one hotel, and one high school building, all located on
or near Main Street.

The three churches had been established at Sheffield Center i nthe second and
third quarters of the 19th century. The Methodi st Society organized i n 1842
and built a wood-frame church (Map #85, MC #29) that year on the west side of
Main Street. Following the 1963 combi nation of Methodist churches at
Sheffield Center and Ashley Falls, the society sold the church to a private
interest i n1971. The building now serves as a private residence and an
artist's studio. An Episcopal Society Incorporated i n Sheffield as early as
1819, but the Christ Church congregationat Sheffield Center di dnot organize
until 1866. At that time, sevlces were held ina former |aw office on the
west side of Main Street. This small frame building (now denolished) was
noved across the street and convertedinto a chapel i n1868. The present
Christ Church (Map #28, MC #211) was constructed i n 1911-1912. Catholic
nmasses had been celebrated i n Sheffield by visiting priests since 1845. By
the 1870s masses were held twice nonthly i na roomat Town Hall. | n 1884 the
M ssion Church of the Assunption was built on Maple Street i nthe north end of
the historic district. The church burned i n 1904, and its replacement. Qur
Lady of the Valley Church (Mp #22), was dedicated the following year.

Culture also flourished i n Sheffield Center. The Rev. Orvllle Dewey's House
(Map #73, ML #26) was a gathering place for leading figures of the

19t h-century literary field. Born in Sheffield in 1794, Dr. Dewey preached
fromUnitarian pulpits i nBoston, New Bedford, and New York. At hone he
entertained such literary figures as Wlliam Cullen Bryant, Oiver Wendall

Hol nes, Nat hani el Hawthorne, and Ral ph Wal do Emerson. | t was Dewey who
donated the clock tower (1819) on the Od Parish Church, and who issued a call
to the "enlightened and l|iberal public spirit" of the people of Sheffield to
form an association which would "Increase good and kindly feelings and pronote
intelligence and cheerfulness." The Sheffied Friendly Union, organizedin
1871, still meets regularly i nDewey Menorial Hall (Map #92, MC #38, 1887),
Sheffield' s comunity center.

Early devel opment of a public school system i n Sheffield reflected the steady
growth of the town, which had three common school s established as early as
1740. There were thirteen school districts by 1829. Sheffield Center was
District #6 i nthe 1850s, boasting both a grammar school and primary school on
the east side on Main Street. Post-grammar students seeking further education
attended the town's private academ es, anmong them Sheffield Acadeny, founded
in 1839 on the Plain.

(continued)
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Sheffield' s first public Hi gh School (MNap#105 MC #34) was built after years
of vacillation i n1871. Students were adm tted by competitive exam nation and
received a diplom generally afer completing a two-year course of study. The
Ashl ey Falls School (ca. 1875, M #63) i n Sheffield' s southernmst villagei s
stylistically very simlar tothe Italianate high school building. Wen the
Center grammar andhigh schools at the eastern edge of the historic district
were replaced i n1909 with the Sheffield Center School (Map#48) the ol d high
school was noved to a |l ot onRailroad Street across from Town Hal | and

renmodel ed t oaccommodate Italian [aborers brought i nto build a newregional
trolley line. Since then, the building has been used I nturn as a repair shop
for a Ford car dealership, a garage, an insurance agency office, anda
furniture repair shop. A strain onschool facilities pronpted the additionof
d two-story frame wing t othe west side of the Center School by ca. 1925. The
addition i s conpatible i ndesign andscalewith the original two-story wood

and stone building. 1n 1975 the building was donated t othe Town of Sheffield.

Sheffield s population steadily increasedduring the first half of the 19th
century, andreached a peak of 2,769 i n 1850. As industries developedi n
towns north of Sheffield, however, the population i nthe country shifted
dramatically. Pittsfield andNorth Adans, which hadwater power available for
the growing industries, tallied the largest nunmber of residents i nthe second
half of the century. Population i nthe predomnnantly agricultural Sheffield
steadily declined, reaching alow of 1,435 persons Ir* 1920. Nomanufacturing

industry appears to have been i n operation i nthe historic district. [|n areas
of less concentratedpopulation east and south of the Center, sawmlls, lime
kilns, marble quarries andgristm |l were i nevidence throughout the 19th
centuiry.

As the towmn's institutional core, Sheffield Center was the focus for a series
of landscape andcivic inprovenments i nthe 19th century. The earliest of
these was the 1846 planting of a rowof el mtrees (1000 i nall) down each side
of Main Street from Schenob Brook at the northern edge of the historic
district tothe Big El mbeyond the district tothe south. The Big Elm under
whi ch Matt hew Nobl e canped when he arrived i nthe area i n 1726, was cut down
in 1926 due to Dutch El mdisease at an approxi mate age of 400 years. A marker
(MHC #902) memori alizingthe local landmark was dedicated i n June 1946. Sone
of the 1846 el mtrees remain.

In the 1850s, Dr. Orvlille Dewey andhis friend Wlliam Cullen Bryant planted
seven pine trees at the intersection of Main andBurtch Streets. Only two
trees survive onthe site, known as Seven Pines (Map#84). | n 1884, the Pine
Knol | Association organized t opurchase three acres of land east of the
historic district andequip the property as a park. The association ceded
Pine Knoll (MHC #H209) t othe Trustees of Reservations i n 1903. After six
years as the smallest reservation i nthe Commonweal th, Pine Knoll revertedt o
the town of Sheffield. The playground for Center School (Map #48, 1909)

(continued)
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conprises a portionof the original tract, grass-covered but devoid of trees.
Finally, a Village Inprovenent Association was formed in 1894 for the purpose
of making Sheffield Center "nore attractive and pleasant." Qe of its first
activities was to sponsor a celebration conmenorating the planting of elm
trees along Main Street fifty years earlier.

The railroad brought Increased tourist activity to Sheffieldin the [last
quarter of the 19th century and the early decades of the 20th century, and
seasonal visitors helped to sustain the local econony. About seven new
houses—Cl assical or Colonial Revival style as well as Four Square
houses—were built in the historic district. During the same period, several
ol der hones were converted into boarding houses and inns. Orchard Shade (Mp
#23, MC #123) on Maple Avenue was established by Ms. Eliza Smith in 1888.
Built as a farmhouse ca. 1847-1854, the buildingws converted Into a boarding
house, and remains an inn today. French's Villa and L. B Matthews's The
Wllows (Mp #7/6 MC #155 ca. 1860) were also converted to boarding house use.

There was enough tourist traffic at Sheffield Center to support tw grand
wood-frane hotels with spacious verandas in the northern end of the historic
district. Construction dates for the Elnmhurst Hotel and the Taconic Inn are
unknown, although both buildings are shown ina 1904 atlas of Sheffield. The
Taconic Inn burned ca. 1936 and a gas station now occupies the site at the
northwest corner of Main and Railroad Streets. The Elnmhurst Hotel, known in
its later years as the SheffieldlInn, was closed in 1960 and razed in 1965 to
create a car lot for Macy's Garage.

A rail-related devel opment during this period of increased tourism through
Sheffield was the formation of the Berkshire Street Railway in 1901, which
ultimately ran from Pittsfield to Canaan, Connecticut. Regular two-hour
sevlice was established when the railway reached Sheffieldin 1911. The Iline
was discontinued in 1922 By that time. Mles Dunhamhad built a garage on
the site of the present Macy's Garage (Mp #3, 1926) and purchased the
necessary equi pment to open an automobile plant that serviced steam gasoline,
and electric automobiles.

Wth the exception of garages on residential property, little new devel opnent
occurred inthe historic district from World Vr | to the 1930s. The only
town building constructed during the period is the Bushnell-Sage Menori al
Library (Mp #82, 1929). The previous locationof the public library—founded
as the SheffieldFree Town Library in 1892—was Dewey Menorial Hall. In 1936,
a descendant of Sheffield' s Barnard fam |y donated 1.25 acres of land for a
park i n menory of the Bamards at the northern end of the historic district.
The creation of Barnard Park (Myp #116) was the last major devel opment in the
historic district during the period of significance.

A steady Increase in Sheffield' s population since 1920 i s due to the town's

(continued)
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attraction as a retreat fromcity life, and, nore recently, to the
establishment of two plastics companies that enploy a large nunber of |ocal
residents. The town's current population approaches itsmd 19th-century
peak. Sheffield Center continues tobe thetown's institutional and
comercial focus, and nost of thehistoric houses remain i nresidential use.

The last fifty years have left animprint ontheCenter historic district
without significantly conpromsing itsarchitectural or historical integrity.

Alteration tohistoricbuildings has been mnimal i f at all, with changes
largely confined t otheaddition of porches or rear ells. The appearance of
resources illustrated I ntheacconpanying photographs has not changed since

the photographs were taken, sone i nthelate 1970s. Newer buildings are, for
the most part, concentrated at thedistrict's conmercial core but harnonize
with their neighbors i nsize, scale, and materials. e prom nent
noncontributing structure i sthelich Gate (Map #E, 1970, Photo #9) outside
Christ Church, designed by Roger W Drury. The gate i snoteworthy for its
compatibility with both thedesign of thechurch and t hesize and scal e of
adj acent historic buildings. The nost distractingintrusionis automobile
traffic on Route 7, a major artery from Danbury, Connecticut t ot he Canadian
border. This traffic has detracted fromtheprevious calm of theCenter's
Main Street.

Community pride and t heactive efforts of local histojrical groups account for
the good t oexcellent condition of thedistrict's resources. Headquarteredi n
the Dan Raynond House (Map #107, MC #23, 1774) on Main Street, the Sheffield
Historical Society directed therelocation of theParker Hall Law Office (Map
#109, ML #11, 1820) and a small shop totherear of theRaynond House | oti n
1974, a nove which saved t hebuildings fromdemolition. The Society has
restored both buildings as well as t heRaynond House. Today Sheffieldi s

wi dely known as an antiques center, and t he Sheffield Center Historic District
reflects thetown's rural and historic charm

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation i nSheffield arepoorly docunented,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites i nthis area may contribute
to our know edge of Pre-Colonial |and use of t heSheffield Center area,
particularly toward our understanding of prehistoric settlement and
subsistence along theinterior Housatonic drainage, and therelationship of
people i nthat area tonative populations tothewest i nNew York or to the
east i ntheConnecticut River Valley.

Historic archaeol ogical resources described above have t hepotential for
providing detailed informationon t hechanging social, cultural, and economc
patterns that characterized rural life i ntheoldest town of Berkshire

County. Careful sanpling of occupational-relatedfeatures, probably thenost
common ar chaeol ogical survivalsi nthedistrict, offer thepotential of
providing extremely detailed information of Sheffield slnhabitants fromthe
md-18th through 20th centuries. Although fewstructuresi nthedistrict have
been denolished, archaeol ogical survivalscan also provide detailed
information on | ocations and structural features of buildings no | onger extant
or forthose noved from their original-locations. Survivals i nthis category
nmay be particularly Important forthel1l8thcentury forwhich nmore buildings no
[ onger exist and for which theleast nunber of records survive.

Archaeol ogical survivals of occupational-relatedfeatures andstructures
provide data Into thenature and extent of subsistence farmng i nSheffield
reported toexist well Into thel9thcentury. Information regarding
subsistence farmng would be particularly Important i ncontrast t o data
obtained from hormes along Main Street where t henost affluent inhabitantswere
reported to live.

o o (end)
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Sheffield Center Historic District i soutlined on the
encl osed conposite assessor's map prepared for theSheffield Historical

Commi ssion. Thedistrict extends roughly 1.2 mles along US Route 7 from
Schnob Brook t ojust past theintersection of Route 7 (Main Streedt ) and Root
Lane. The boundary generally follows rear | ot lines or aline of convenience
drawn approximately 250 feet from either side of Route 7.

Boundary Justification

the boundary of thehistoric district includes thegreatest concentrationof
architecturally andhistoricallysignlfcant buildings | nthetow of

Sheffield. Bounded by t he Penn Central Railroad on thewest and Schnob Brook
to thenorth-northwest, thedistrict i sdistinguishedfrom aself-contained
residential area on Sheffield Plaint othenorth, undevel oped upland bordering
the Housatonic River t otheeast, andbuildings of | esser architectural
integrity tothe south.
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Oct ober 24, 1989

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of thelnterior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DC 20013- 7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

Sheffield Center Historic District, US Route 7; Cook and Mi|ler Avenues, and
Rai | road, Depot, and Burtch Streets, Sheffield, (Berkshire County),
Massachusetts 01257

There has been no owner objectionfortheabove mentioned property.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by theState Review Board and has been
signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before t hemeeting and
were afforded t heopportunity t ocomrent. Comments received t odate are
attached t ot henomnnation form

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg 0
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Vaerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



