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7, DESCRIPTION
(Checfc ~ One)

I | Excellent CD Good Fair . Deteriorated O Ruins O Unexposed
CONDITION («Check One: fChecft OneJ
Altered n Unaltered n Moved p Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Dorchester North Bur%i ng Gound, roughly aparallelogramwith a rectangul ar
rear extension, lies at the corner of @l unbla and Soughton Street.
junction of these reverse-curye streets results fromthe protruding corner of
the ol dest section of the cenetery, which was establishedin 1633 Several
expansions of one quarter to three quarter acre plots begun in 1694 and ,
continuing in 1718, 1727, 1741, 1745 and 1820 brings the total acreage of thi
settlement's only cenetery for two centuriesto 3.2/ acres*. The Burying

Gound i s contained by asolid concrete wall, nearly 5feet high with recessed
anel detaili n(f;; the wall replaced a 19th century decorative iron andgranite

ence. @tes fromthis earlier periodstill provide entrance to the cenetery
?Eggare narked by | arge conmenorative brlonze ablets placed by trlle.mty in
, I . : <

The rectangul ar ordering of the plots, unusual ina 17th century ceneten
resulted inthe ground s organizationinto twenty-four regul ar subdivisions  °"
wen Pa[hV\ays were laid out in 183%. The ren\ovation project of this year m
vas al so responsi bl e for a general ground cleaning | andscapi ng. The m
clusters of mature naple trees date fromthis project.

Dorchester North contains approxinately 1200 narkers--upright stones of z
slate, marble, sandstone, granite, and bronze and scores of above- and at-grage®

tonbs i n straight ranges. The various narkers displayed range from squat, H
upright curveopped slabs fromthe 17th century to |ight-toned, slender 73
rectangul ar steles popular inthe |ate 18th century to the nore substantial, c

thick, varied shapes of the 19th century nonunents. The total effectis
Bgr(te pol ychrone and varied than any other of the ancieat Burying Gounds in
ston. .. X' AHLP/
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Dorchester North Burying Ground, also known as First Burying Ground of
Dorchester, is a locally significant  historic site due to its association wi'
Dorchester's prominent founding citizens, its early establishment in the
17th century, and the exceptional inventory of 17th, 18th, and 19th century
funerary sculpture. The Burying Ground was established on the southern
outskirts of the agrarian community. The first of the existing markers,
those of Bernard and”an Capen, were sifetin 1638, although they are now
displayed in the New England Geneological Society. The next oldest, and
the earliest stone existing in the ancient burying grounds of Boston, is the
horizontal slab belonging to Abel and Submite/tlarke, 1644-1648. VAL

Two prominant figures of the Dorchester settlement interred in the grounds
are, first, William Stougl*on, Lieutenant Governor of the Province from
1694 to 1699 and a later™hief Justice and benefactor of the original
Stoughton Hall at Harvard College, and, second, the Reverend Ric"Tptrd Mather,
Drogenitor of the celebrated Mather family, including Increase, Cotton, and
John. Other,early Dorchester forefathers with grave markers here include
John Danfoif>€h, Isaac RoyVIl, John ~ster, the first printer in Boston, and
Tiembers of distinguished local families such as the Clapps, Blakes, and
Merces. During the Revolutionary War period, forty unknown soldiers, who
died due to the Siege, were buried in a single lot.

Buriflds at Dorchester North extended well into the 19th century,unlike
nost of the historic Boston cemeteries. The later 19th century funerary
sculpture provides a significant contrast to the early 17th century stones,
he picturesque silhouettes and polychromy of Victorian gravemarkers which
Jear minimal personal data represent a departure from the earlier
Revolutionary Era markers. This latter group at Dorchester North are
lumerous and are identifiable as the light colored slim slabs with neoclassi
;al designs—urns, swags, willow branches--inspired by antique sources. The
/ictorian stones contrast even further to the early Puritan markers on which
bhe carved decorative elements of winded death's heads and hourglasses
represent distinct theological doctrines of Puritanism.

As the Dorchester settlement spread, the immediate area became known as
Jpham's Corner. The Burying Ground became an important focal point and
welcome open space in a commercial and residential node which had devejloped
rom a rural farming community to a street car suburb.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Dorchester North Burying Ground Suffolk County, 74000915
Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is nnissing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X Photographs (missing #4)

USGS Map















DORCHESTER NORTH BURYING GROUND
Boston (Dorchester), Massachusetts

Scale: 1"=100
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