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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

floods but the church remained in its place,

support the walls and a belfry crowns the simple facade.

but can be removed without damaging it,

The church whose origin mounts to the sixteenth century occupies a
vrey peculiar place in the town's aquare or "plaza': contrary to the tra-
ditional setting at one ot he sides, the church facade looks to the nearby

river. Traditions says that people moved from the primitive place to prevent

Nothing pertaining to the first building remains, These is only a chureh
dating from the second half of the eighteenth century, whose rect-angled plan
is very similar to that of Vega Alta, with three naves and a presbyterium

covered by a cupole without lantern or tambour. The typical buttresses

It has an interesting tomb of the romantic period in the front yard or

atrium, Unfortunately, a grotto has been erected in the back of the building
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The church seems to occupy the original emplacement of a chapel men-
tioned in documents and chronicles since the sixteenth century, Its his-
torical significance is great and its particular and unique importance lies
on the fact of the existence of superb rococo silver antipendium, gold
monstrance and other liturgical objects of silver dating from the last
quarter of the eigteenth century already mentioned in 1775 by Abbad y La-
sierra in his Historia politica... de Puerto Rico, who said about this
church that it was the "... best adorned of all the Island,"

Being abandoned in this century during eighteen years, with no perma-
nent attention, the people of the town guarded jealously their treasure and
returned it to the church once a priest was appointed, It needs a good res-
toration in matter of images and reredoz which can be succesfully done

because the inventories exist in the Archive at the Archbishopric,

Other
Silver antipendium from the eighteenth century.
Chiseled gold monstrance dated 1802,

Other silver ornaments.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public l.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
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National State Local (]
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evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

O

Director
Tnmlnstitute of Puerto Rican Culture

Date March 27, 1975

1 hereby certify that this property is

National Register.
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