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REGISTRATION FORM

Nationd Regiger of Higtoric Places Regidration Form (Nationd Regider Bulletin 16A). Complete each ifrm hjN(PY[PM'EfliH6fePPrcjpriate
box or by entaring the informetion requested. If ay item does nat gpply to the proparty baing documented, enter "N/A" for "nat gppliceble™ For
functions, architectural dlassification, materids and aress of dgnificance, enter only categories and subcategariesfi” omthe indructions Flace
additiond entries and narative itams on continuation shedts (NPS Form 10-900g). Use atypewriter, word processor, or computer, to complee dl
items

1 Name of Property
higoric name Smith HaeK Corndius Hotd
aha namedste numba Socott Hotd

2 L ocation
drest & number 100 Sorins Street (Corner of Front/Soring Street) not for publication
citvortown Cdliente vicinity N/A

dae Nevada aodeNV  countv Lincoln  aode 017 zip code 89008

3 SateFederal Agency Certification

As the desgnated authority under the Nationa Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify thet this  \/*nomination _
request for determination of eligibility meats the dociunentation sandardsfor registering properties in the National Regigter of
Historic Places and medts the procedurd and professiona reguirements s forth in 36 CFR Part 60. Inmy opinion, the property
mests does not medt the National Regiger Criteria. | recommend that this property be consdered significant nationaly
datewide X locdly. ( Seecontinuation sheet for additional comments)

Date

State or Federd Agency or Tribal govertunent

In my opinion, the property medts does not met the National Regider criteria ( See continuation sheet for additiona
commeants)

Sgnature of commenting official/Title Dae

State or Federd agency and bureau

National Park Service Certification
[, hereby certify thet this property is:.

\X"itered in the National Register
S continuation sheet.
determined digiblefor the National Regigter
S continuation shest.
determined not digiblefor the National Register
removed from the National Regiger
othe™xriliin):

ignature of Kegper  / NN Daeof Action



Classification
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
X private
public-local
public-State
public-Federd

Category of Property (Check only one box)
X building(s)
digtrict
dte
dructure
object
Niunber of Resources within Property
Contributing  Noncontributing

1 buildings
gtes
druettires
objects

1 Total

Number of contributing resoiu-ces previoudy listed in the National Regiser n/a

Name of rdlated multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Domestic Sub: hotel
Commerce/Trade restaurant
business

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Vacant Sub:

Description
Architecturd Classification (Enter categories from ingtructions)
Vernacular/no syle
Materials (Enter categoriesfrom ingructions)

foundation concrete

roof tar and grave

walls woodframewith succo exterior.
other gdlass duminum framing

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation shets)
SEE CONTINUATION SHEET
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Section 1 Page J_ Smith-Corndlius Hotel

name of property
Lincoln, Nevada

county and State

Saction 7. Detription

The Smith-Corndlius Hotel isathree-story structure measuring gpproximately forty-five feat dong U.S. Highway 93
and sixty feet dong Spring Stret, & a"bend” in U.S. Highway 93. The vemacularframeconstruction is covered with
exterior stucco. The main south faBade and the north and south Sde fgpades are ample, plain succo wallswith discrete
double-hung windows spaced two to three feet gpart on the upper two stories. At Street level, the origind three bay
sorefrontshave not been subgtantiadly modified. However, the originad one-storyframeporch with an upper
baudrade has been removed (see photo 1).

Thebuilding isof woodf rameconstruction with aplain succo exterior. It isirregular-in-plan following the line of both
sregtswhich are angled & >90 degreesto each other. The upper floorsare an irregular U-shape to alow al roomsto
have windows.

The exterior walls are painted tan with the horizonta trim brown. During the 1920s the faBade was painted with severd
dgns advertiang the hotdl, drug store, barber shop, and billiards. Currently, protruding horizontal bands divide the
gorefront levelfromthe upper sories and cgp the building. These thick timbersframingeach story's windows were
added ca. 1950.

Regularly-spaced, wood-framed, double-himg sash windows with one-over-one lightsilluminate the hotel's roomson
the second and third stories of both dreet frontsand the northern-most devation. Thefirst floor level haesthree
gorefront bays on the south facade and storefront windows and alobby entrance on the eedt faBade. Thefirstfloor
commercid goace still retains many origina features including woodframedstorefront windows with transoms and
doors with transoms. The transoms have been painted. However, the western-most storefront hes replaced duminum-
framed doors and windowswithin the original openings.

Thefirg floor retains its origina floor plan of the hotel lobby and threeretail oaces. Theinterior plaster walls gopear
to be origina as doesthe celling in the comer store. Thetwo storefronts to the west have dropped cellings.

The hotd portion of the interior has plaster walls and ceilings with modest wooden moldings including door and
window surrounds and baseboards. Thefloor plan of the hotel does nat gppear to have been dtered; the hdlwaysand
daircases gppear to be original. The saircase from the lobby to second floor hes ametd baudtrade with tumed meta
bdugers. The darcase between the second and thirdfl oorsiswooden with a angle bdudrade with square baugers
and square newd pos.  Some of the doors to the rooms are origina with original hardware and transoms.  Some of the
origind plumbing remains, including comer porceain snksin the rooms and claw foot bath tubsin the shared baths.
Many of the lightfixturesgppear to be origina. The hdlways are lit byfrostedglass shedes covering asnglelight bulb
hangingfromthe celling. Some of the rooms have a brassfixturewith two bare bulbs hangingfromthe celling. All of
the Slvered radiators remain.



8 Statement of Significance

Applicable National Regider Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register
listing)

X A Property is associated with eventsthat have made a significant
contribution to the broad pattems of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of personssignificant in our past.

X_C Property embodies the digtinctive characteridics of atype, period, or method of congtruction or represents the work
of amader, or possesseshigh artigtic vaues, or represants a significant and digtinguishable entity whose components
lack individua distinction.

D Property has yielded, or islikely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Condderations (Mark " X" in al the boxes that apply.)

owned by ardigious ingtitution or used for rdigious purposes.
removedfromits original location.

abirthplace or agrave.

a camdery.

arecondructed building, object, or dructure.

acommemoraive property.

less than 50 yearsof ege or achieved significance within the pagt 50 years.

OMMmMmoOw@>

Areas of Significance (Enter categoriesfrom ingructions)

Architecture
Commerce Entertainment / Recreation
Period of Significance ca. 1919 to 1958
Significant Dates N/A
Significant Person (Completeif Criterion B ismarked above) N/A
Cultural Affiliation
Architect/Builder

Narrative Stetement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation shests)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other stiuoes usad in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

Previous documentation onfil e(NPS)
preliminary determination of individud listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
previoudy listed in the Nationa Regider
previoudy determined eligible by the National Register
designated aNational Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary Location of Additional Data
X SaeHigoric Presarvation Office
2" Other Sate agency
Federd agency
Loca govemment
University
Other
Nameof repogtory:  NevadaHistorical Societv. Las Veges



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-00U
(8-86) (Expires 1-31-2009)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

CONTINUATION SHEET

Sdion 78 Pae 2 Smith-Comdius Hotd
reme of property
Lincoln. Neveda
couty and Ste

(Section 7, continued)

The integrity of the original hotel and commercid spaceis high with many of the origina features intact. In terms of
location, feeling, setting, association, and workmanship, the historic integrity iswel-maintained. Materids and desgn
are omewhat compromised with the remova (sometime after 1924 and prior to the mid-1950s) of the original
baustrade over the front facades, which served as a sunshedefor the street level sorefrontsand hotd visitors. The
addition of thick wooden timbersforma"horizontal band" dong the front rooflines and down the two sSdesto just
abovethefirst floor, wheretheframeporch used to be.  Sometime prior to the mid-1950s, second- and third-floor
windows were dso encased with thick wooden beams creating four narrow horizonta rectangles, two on each fabade
and two on each floor of rooms.

Resdentia buildings are to the north and eest, smdler commercia buildings are to the west, and the railroad tracks are
to the south.

Sation 8 Sgnificance

The Smith-Comelius Hotel is digible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places because of its prominence
during Caliente's boom as amining, ranching, and railroad town in the first half of the twentieth century. It is localy
dgnificant interms of Commerce and Entertairmient/Recregtion.  The hotel isaso sgnificant for its architecture, as one
of the oldest surviving buildingsfrom the era and its Smple vemacular architectural style reflecting the design tastes of
the period and desart Southwest region. Asthe largest hotel in Lincoln Coimty inthe early twentieth century, the
Smith-Coméius Hotel played host to many visiting dignitaries and notables involved with Cadenteés mining and railroad
activities. Incuded among theseis former Presdent Herbert Hoover, who owned interestsin amine in nearby Pioche
{Nevada State Journal 1964).

Higory of Caliente

Cdiente, Nevada, located in the Meadow Valley of Lincoln County & the junction of Clover Creek and Meadow Valley
Wash, wasfirst known as Dutch Flats. The firg settler inthe areaestablished Jackman Ranch in the early 1870s ad
when William Culverwell purchased the ranch in 1874, the areawas known as Culverwell Ranch, until anew town Ste
was platted in anticipation of arallroad stop. "Cdientes,” Spanish for "hot" or "heated,”" due to the large number of hot
Sorings nearby, was platted in 1901. The posta service soon dropped the "'s," miaking the town's moniker Cdiente. In
1904, it becamethe main division point for the Union Pacific Rallroad between Sdt Lake City and Los Angeles with the
constmction of repair shops, roimd house, offices and company housing.

The historic hotd pulsed with activity andflourishedduring the economic boom of the 1920s  Completion of the
Pioche Branch of the raiboad in 1907 mede Cdiente the railroad connection to the nearby Pioche mines, but pre-
exising agriculture and ranching in the rich valey heped stabilize growth in Cdiente.

The Smith Hotel was modt likely built in 1918 or 1919; a newspaper advertissment dated 1919 promotesthe Royal
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Cafe, located on the first floor ofthe hotel (Pioche Record 19 December 1919). There was no local newspaper in
Cdiente between 1913 and 1920, making the determination of the actud congtruction date very difficult. An
advertisement that ran in the Caliente Newsin 1920 reed "SMITH HOTEL Hot and Cold Rimning Water, Baths, Etc.
Everything New and Modem. A Good Placeto Stop. Ressonable Rates. Cdiente, Nevada" The advertisement dso
disolayed an illugtration of the hotel. Presumably Dr. and Mrs. J. Wedey Smith built the hotel and operated it imtil 1921
when the busnesswas bought by W.W. Stockham. By 1928, the manageament had changed handsagain, to Mrs. H. M.
J. Comélius, but the hotel was till caled the SmithHotel. Sometime after 1928 but before 1969 (according to the first
Lincoln County phonedirectory, published 1969), the name was changed to Scott Hotel. The Scott Hotel went out of
busness in goproximately 1978.

Thefirstfloorof the building housed different commercid establisiments A cafe hes dways been part of the first floor
busnesses. Thefirst referencefound was to the Roya Cafe operated by John Jonesin 1919 (sse aove). An
advertisement in 1928 referred to the hotel as being the largest in Lincoln County and included an ad for the "Smith
Hotel Block" that included the Star Pool Hall and abarber and beauty parlor. Also in 1928, the Cdiente Herad
reports, "The Savoy Cafein the Smith Hotel has been nicely redecorated and the interior presentsamod dean and nest
gopearance—thewals and woodwork being repainted” (Cdiente Herad, 29 March 1928 "Not a Bad Placeto Eat"). In
1940, a pharmecy, cafe, pool room, and barber shop were located on the first floor. A mid-1950s photo shows the
hotel and street-level busnessesin operation (see photo 3). Today, the hotel building and storefront spaces are vacart,
and locals know the building as "the pharmacy” not the Scott, Comdlius, or Smith Hotel (Lincoln County Assessor's
Office, persond communication 2008).

In 1923, the impressive Cdiente Train Depot, listed in the NRHP March 5, 1974, was built acrossthe highway from the
Smith-Comdius. A dassc Misson-Style ssmcture, this building included the railroad sation, private offices, a
commimity center, and asmdl hotd. Within afew years, Cdiente grew to more than 5,000 resdents.  For more than
forty years, Cdiente was one of the mgor division points on the raitoad line.

Like so many small towns, the Great Depression affected Cdiente because of layoffs in the mines and on the railroad,
but the city rebounded as the nation geared for World War 1. The city grew rapidly once again, and by 1944 became
incorporated. However, when the railroad converted from seemto diesdl in the late 1940s, the Seam engine servicing
facilitiesa Cahente were no longer nesded and demolition on the facilities began. Although the depot survived,
Cdiente's sgnificance as arailroad town declined and Cdiente's boom era had ended.

However, Cdiente's spirit has survived. According to 2000 U.S. Census data, there are 1,123 resdentsin Cdiente. A
town segped in history, it has many sories to tell. The Smith-Comelius Hotel with its period architecture, its
prominent location, and itsrole as hub of Cdiente activity during the town's mogt sgnificant period, make it an
important historic landmerk for the City of Caliente, as well as for dl of Lincoln Coimty.



10 Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  0.248 acres
UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation shest)

Zone Eadting Northing  Zone Easting Northing

1 iLimUMIMPA?

Verbal Boundary Description  See Continuation Shedts
Boundary Justification See Continuation Shests

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte Gina P. Schneider / Office Manager

organization Vincent Devdopment Companv date Jenuarv 24. 2008
dret & number 181 Eagt Rancho Drive telephone (702) 565-8240
city or town Henderson date Nevada Zip code 89015

Additional Documentation
Sibmit the fdlowing itams with the completed form:

Continuation Sheds
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch mgp for higtoric districts and properties having large acresge or NUMEroUs resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additiona items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additiond items)

Property Owner

(Complete thisitem & the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Victor B. Vincent (presently being sold on contract)

Srest & number_181 Eagt Rancho Drive telephone (702)565-8240
city or town Henderson date Nevada Zip code 89015

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: Thisinformation is being collected for gpplications to the National Regiger of Historic Placesto nominate properties for
listing or determine dligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend exigting listings. Response to this request isrequired to obtain abenefit in accordance with
the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 & sq.). A federd agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person isnot required to respond to

a coUedtion of infonnation unless it digplaysavaid OMB control number.

Edtimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form isesimated to range from gpproximatdly 18 hoursto 36 hoursdepending on severd factors
including, but not limited to, how much documentation may dready exist on the type of property being nominated and whether the property is being nominated as
pat of aMultiple Property Documentation Form. Inmogt cases, it isesimated to average 36 hours per regponseincluding the time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form to mest minimum National Regiser documentation requirements. Direct comments
regarding this burden estimate or any agpect of this form to the Chief, Adminigtrative Services Division, National Park Service, 1849 C ., NW, Washington, DC

20240.
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Saction 9. Bibliogr aphic References

"$80,000.00 Damage Caused by Firein Nevada City," Nevada State Jouma (Reno). June 19, 1924.
Pege 17.

Cdiente Herad. March 29, 1928. Volume 1, Number 12
Cahente News. October 21, 1920, January 6, 1921, January 13, 1921, Febmary 10, 1921, and April 28, 1921
Design Concepts Wes, Lincoln County Historic Property Survey. 1982.

Hulse, JamesW. Lincoln County, Nevada: 1864-1909: History of aMining Region. Reno, Nevada; University of
Nevada Press, 1971.

"Nation Moums Degth of Hoover," Nevada State Joumal. October 21, 1964. Pege 1L

Sanbom Perris Fire Insurance Map. Circa 1940. Cdiente.

Undated photograph, Lincoln County #424. Nevada Historical Society, LasVegas.

Through the Rainbow Canyon, by Waher R. Averett, 1995. Wdter R. Averett, Grand Junction, Colorado.

Saction 10 Boundary

Verbal Boundarv Desription

The Smith-Comelius Hotdl is located on the prominent commercid comer of Front and Spring (U.S. Hwy 93) Stredts.
The property includes lots Sixteen (16), Seventeen (17) And Eighteen (18) In Block Numbered One (1), Cdiente,
Lincoln County, Nevada. It islocated inthe NW \A of Section 8, Township 4S, Range 67E, onthe Cahente, NV 7.5
Minute USGS topographic quadrangle magp (1980).

Boundarv Judification

Resource boundariesincludes all land commonly associated with the town lot identified as Lincoln County, Nevada
APN 003-077-09.
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PhotoLog: Smith-ComeUusHotd, 100 Spring Street, Cahente, NV (Lincohi County)
Digital images onfilea the NV SaeHigtoric Preservation Office, Carson City, and Vincent Development Company,
Henderson, NV.

Photo Number Description Date/Photographer
1 Southeest faBade, facing north. NoteUS Hwy 93 January 26, 2008/G.
passing infrontand tuming to the north dong the right  Schneider

dde of photo.

2 Eastem faBade, facingwest. USHwy 93 liesdirectly in  January 26, 2008/G.
front. Schneider

3 Rear of Smith-Comelius Hotdl, facing south. At center  January 26, 2008/G.
of photo isnorth-south segment of building. Schneider

4 Rear of building, facing south-southeest. Note ddivery  January 26, 2008/G.
doors for street-level busnesses. Schneider

5 Westem faBade of Smith-Comelius Hotel, facing Jenuary 26, 2008/G.

outhesdt. Schneider
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Smith-Cornelius Hotel 1924
One story wooden canopy with balustrade on south and east facades. Courtesy ofthe NV Historical

Society, Las Vegas.
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Smith-Cornelius Hotel. The wooden canopy with balustrade is not shown in these
photographs taken In the early 1950s.
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Smith-Comelius Hotel, elevated view, facing north. Photo ca. 1974, courtesy of Victor Vincent.
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER OF HI STORI C PLACES
MG AN MBI e EVALUAT | OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY Smith Hotel--Cornelius Hotel
NAME:

MULTI PLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: NEVADA, Lincoln'

DATE RECEI VED: 4/ 30/ 08 DATE CF PENDI NG LI ST: 5/14/08
DATE OF 16THDAY: 5/ 29/ 08 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 6/ 13/ 08

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 08000510

REASONS FCOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER N PDIL: N PERI OD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

TWVER N

ACCEPT RETURN REJECT iff |U'~I D DATE
s-iI'Al B - ity - k Doy in
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS:

Entered in
TheNattonalllesrter
Hlftoijcli Faces
SM&K{M\O - it < - KLY VLT w:
RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVER DI SCI PLI NE_
. TEJ] EEHONE® , DATE

DOCUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ Nsee attached SLR Y/ N

If anomnationi sreturned t othe nom natingauthority, the
nom nation i sno longer under consideration by the NPS.
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