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Town G l o u c e s f e r 

Address I I L i n c o l n S t r e e t 

His to r i c Name W i l l i a m H a s k e l l House 

Use: Present R e s i d e n c e 

Original R e s i d e n c e 

DESCRIPTION 

Date e a r l v 1 8 t h c e n t u r v 

Source A . L . Cummines 

S t y l e F i r s t P e r i o d / C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l 

A r c h i t e c t None 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildings Shed 

Major Alterations (with dates) Lean-tc 
a d d e d , p r o b a b l y 1 8 t h c ; shed moved 
u p , r e m o d e l l e d and r e a r r i g h t - h a n d 
w i n g a d d e d , c a . 1930 
Condition Good 

Moved S h e d - y e s Date Ci 1930 

Acreace S . 5 a c r e s 

S e t t i n g R u r a l context on au le t winding 

road v i t h 19th c. r e s i d e n t i a l surrounds -

onen f i e l d s and wooded l o t s . 

Z E N  

UTM REFERENCE 19 / 357-450 / 4720-670 

"^f^-^ QU/vDRANGLE vJPUC&ster (now Rockport) 

1:25,000 

Recorded by Anne G r a d y 

Organ iza t ion B o s t o n U n i v e r s i t y 

Date J a n u a r y 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, m a t e r i a l s , and 
workmanship i n i t s i n t a c t F i r s t Period frame, chimney (although i t i s 
r e b u i l t from the a t t i c f l o o r ) and i n t e r e s t i n g , apparently o r i g i n a l 
f i n i s h e s throughout, making i t e l i g i b l e under c r i t e r i o n C. The house 
i s one of the best preserved F i r s t Period b u i l d i n g s surveyed, unless 
Atkins was very s k i l l f u l at enhancing what he found i n 1927. The 
decoration of the r i g h t hand frame w i t h cyma molding i s very unusual 
(known, according to ALC i n only 1 or 2 other examples) and i s 
the r e f o r e h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t . Most of the f i n i s h e s i n the house are 
modest but w e l l executed w i t h attempts at greater s o p h i s t i c a t i o n i n 
the d e n t i l moldings of the r i g h t f i r s t f l o o r f i r e p l a c e and the 
cyma-molded frame i n the right-hand side of the house. I f the house 
i s a plank frame s t r u c t u r e , i t i s among c. two dozen houses b u i l t 
t h i s way i n the North Shore area and among 6 i n Gloucester. I f the 
support of the f i r s t f l o o r framing i n the c e l l a r does indeed provide 
evidence that there was an e a r t h f l o o r o r i g i n a l l y , the s t r u c t u r e 
would become an even more i n t e r e s t i n g source of new i n f o r m a t i o n under 
c r i t e r i o n D. The house r e t a i n s a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of e a r l y 
hardware. 

These d e t a i l s a l l combine to give i t great i n t e g r i t y of f e e l i n g ; i t 
preserves i n t e g r i t y of s e t t i n g i n i t s r u r a l l o c a t i o n . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Haskell House i s a two and one h a l f s t o r y , four bay wide 
s t r u c t u r e apparently of plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h an added 18th C 
p a r t i a l lean-to and rear and side a d d i t i o n s . The l e f t gable has a 
hewn overhang i n the a t t i c s t o r y . The clapboarded e x t e r i o r i s 
furnished w i t h simple window surrounds and a p l a i n doorway v^ith 
s l i g h t l y peaked l i n t e l . The asymmetrical plan of the house i s 
revealed by the o f f - c e n t e r placement of the doorway and chimney, 
apparently the o r i g i n a l stack, and by the presence of one window i n 
the l e f t - h a n d rooms as opposed t o two on the r i g h t . D i s p a r i t i e s i n 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the two halves of the house may i n d i c a t e that the 
house was o r i g i n a l l y a one-cell s t r u c t u r e t o the l e f t , but there i s 
no way to be c e r t a i n . The house was well-known i n the 1930's as an 
unspoiled F i r s t Period d w e l l i n g , and was e x t e n s i v e l y r e s t o r e d at tha t 
time . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The Haskell House e x h i b i t s an i n t a c t F i r s t Period chimney, frame, and 
unusual and simple i n t e r i o r f i n i s h . I n the f i r s t - f l o o r l e f t hand 
room., which i s only 11 f e e t wide, both j o i s t s and summer beam run 
l o n g i t u d i n a l l y . The summer beam., c. 6 inches wide and deep, i s only 
s l i g h t l y l a r g e r than the j o i s t s . The summer beam i s somewhat crudely 
f i n i s h e d w i t h a f l a t chamfer. J o i s t s are spaced 18 to 19 inches on 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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ppn^e-s There i s v e r t i c a l f e a t h e r edged sheathing on the outer 
£Ius and to the r i g h t of the f i r e p l a c e . The overmantel t r i m i s a 
si n g l e board 31 inches high which covers part cf the l i n t e l and . i t s 
around the j o i s t s . I t s lower edge i s beaded. The f i r e p l a c e , 7 f e e t , 
4 inches wide by 4 fee t 11 inches high has two rear corner ovens and 
a smoke panel. The room has other early f i n i s h e s : doors and t h e i r 
hardware, and an apparently o r i g i n a l small cupboard on the rear 
w a l l Raised s i l l s here and on the other side of the house may 
ind i c a t e an o r i g i n a l d i r t f l o o r , e s p e c i a l l y as the c e l l a r j o i s t s , 
uphewn logs, are not set i n t o the s i l l s but onto p r o j e c t i o n s from tne 
stone foundation. There i s a scarf j o i n t i n the f r o n t s i l l near the 
f i r e p l a c e w a l l , i n the l e f t hand room. 

Th° s t a i r h a l l e x h i b i t s an enclosed st a i r c a s e sheathed w i t h p l a i n 
boa-ds of e a r l y vintage. Com.parison of the chimney posts v i s i b l e m 
the f r o n t h a l l reveals t h a t the r i g h t hand post i s "jowled" and has a 
small f l a t chamfer while the l e f t - h a n d post i s s t r a i g h t and h^s no 
chamfer. Other posts i n the right-hand p o r t i o n cf the house are aiso 
jowled and chamfered while those i n the l e f t hand part are not. Th^s 
mav i n d i c a t e e i t h e r s t y l i s t i c v a r i a t i o n w i t h i n the same_DuiIcmg, or 
that the r i g h t hand rooms were added to an o r i g i n a l l y s i n g l e ce-1 
house. 

In the right-hand room, the lower p o r t i o n of the summer beam has been 
cut c^^f, so i t i s imoossible t o determine the beam's o r i g i n a l 
decoration. Very l i k e l y , however, the beam was f i n i s h e d l i r . e the _ 
other beams and braces i n t h i s side of the house w i t n an unusuai^mch 
wide cyma molding. This molding, i n place of a chamfer, i s founc at 
the botton edge of the v e r t i c a l faces of the chimney, end, rear ̂ nc 
f r o n t g i r t s i n the room. This molding only i s paintea orange. 
A r t i c l e s w r i t t e n about the house i n the 1930's s t a t e t h a t eviaence 
was found t h a t t h i s molding had been painted v e r m i l l i o n a t an e a r l i e r 
time . 

i s 5' IC" V7id( 
sheathing to " 

The f i r e p l a c e i n the r i g h t hand room i s b u i l t w i t h curved jambs. I t 
=> by 4' 5" high. There i s v e r t i c a l feather edged 
the l e f t cf the f i r e p l a c e and above i t . Over the 

f i r e p l a c e the "boarding angl-fs out" toward the c e i l i n g to be toe-nailed 
to the chimney g i r t . ^The f i r e p l a c e i s s l i g h t l y recessed. A d e n t i l 
molding stians the f i r e o l a c e l i n t e l beiow the boarding. A c h i s e l was 
used to fashion the molding so t h a t d e n t i l s v;hich are thicke r ^ at the 
top a l t e r n a t e w i t h those t h i c k e r at the bottom (see photograph). The 
outer w a i l s of the room are p l a s t e r e d . 

covered w i t h v e r t i c a l feather edged sheathing. The outer wails of 
the room .are p l a s t e r e d and there are exposed r i s i n g braces at the 
corners, i n d i c a t i n g plank frame c o n s t r u c t i o n . An unusual feature cf 
the room i s the way i n which the doer to the s t a i r h a l l i s at the end 
of the run of the s t a i r s , so t h a t cne steps up d i r e c t l y i n t o the 

Stapl e 
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left h a n d chamber, or steps up i n t o the s t a i r h a l l . This feature 
might mean tha t the s t a i r s were b u i l t o r i g i n a l l y t o s e r v i c e a s i n g l e 
c e l l house w i t h j u s t one u p s t a i r s room. 

In the r i g h t hand chamber, there i s a f i r e p l a c e of ample si z e , v:ith 
s t r a i g h t jambs. The f i n i s h of the f i r e p l a c e w a l l i s p l a i n boarding. 
A p l a i n , wide h o r i z o n t a l board covers the space over the s l i g h t l y 
recessed f i r e p l a c e . 

The summer beam, f r o n t and rear plates and a l l the r i s i n g braces i n 
t h i s room are f i n i s h e d w i t h the sam.e narrow cyma molding as i s found 
on the frame i n the room below. VJalls between the fra.me r e t a i n e a r l y 
p l a s t e r . 

In the lean-to and the lean-to g a r r e t , wide h o r i z o n t a l sheathing 
boards, possible the o r i g i n a l outer w a l l covering, w i t h edges 
bevelled top and b o t t o n , cover the w a l l between the iean-to and f r o n t 
rooms. The lean-to r a f t e r s b u t t against the rear p l a t e , a d d i t i o n a l 
evidence t h a t the lea n - t o v;as added, not i n t e g r a l . 
In the a t t i c a p u r l i n roof w i t h 5 sets of p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s i s 
v i s i b l e . There are no obvious d i f f e r e n c e s between the l e f t and r i g h t 
p o r t i o n s of the r o o f , the set cf r a f t e r s over the l e f t - h a n d chimney 
t i e has mortises f o r a lapped c o l l a r beam. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

There v;as once a long rear e l l on the b u i l d i n g . I t was rem.oved and 
reloca t e d , across the s t r e e t onto the o l d barn foundation before the 
20th century. I n 1927 the house vcas purchased by Boston Sculptor, 
A.H. Atk i n s . The house was apparently i n something of an unspoiled 
s t a t e , but how much A t k i n s a c t u a l l y d i d to r e s t o r e the s t r u c t u r e i s 
unc e r t a i n . The b u i l d i n g was the subject cf several a r t i c l e s i n the 
1920's and 1930's and of measured drawings by "Frank Chouteau Brov.'n as 
a w e l l preserved example of F i r s t Period a r c h i t e c t u r e . Atkins 
f i n i s h e d o f f a shed which had been moved up to the l e f t rear cf the 
house t c create a l i v i n g room w i t h bedroom above. He r e p l i c a t e d the 
h a l l f i r e p l a c e at the rear o t the new l i v i n g room:. A t k i n s also 
removed a smiall a d d i t i o n to '̂ he right-hand side and b u i l t a l a r g e r 
wing there c o n t a i n i n g k i t c h e n , d i n i n g room, and bedrooms. The 
a r c h i t e c t cf these a d d i t i o n s was Thomas Williams of Rockport, .Mass. 

KISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The widespread 1930's published i n t e r e s t i n the house and 
r e s t o r a t i o n makes i t cne cf the most s i g n i f i c a n t s" 
associated " 

i -t-c 

->- -j^wcia p a t t e r n or revivec i n t e r e s t m r e s t o r i n g 
and copying c o l o n i a l b u i l d i n g s during the e a r l y 20th cen tu rv . The 
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house i s c l o s e l y associated a f t e r 1927 w i t h the important l o c a l 
Boston s c u l p t o r , A.H. A t k i n s , who res t o r e d the house and encouraged 
published i n t e r e s t i n i t . The s t r u c t u r e was b r i e f l y owned by the 
Cape Ann H i s t o r i c a l Society, which operated i t as a house museum. 

Further h i s t o r i c a l research, e s p e c i a l l y i n t o the 1930's l i t e r a t u r e , 
would y i e l d more accurate i n f o r m a t i o n on the extent of Atkin's 
r e s t o r a t i o n s . 

REFERENCES 

Brochure on Haskell House, Cape Ann H i s t o r i c a l Association, no date 
The House B e a u t i f u l , February 1927 
The Monograph Series, Vol. XXV, No. 1, February 1939 
Abbott Lowell Cummings, The Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 

1625-1725. 1979, pp. 158, 194. 
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