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Address Il Lincoln Street

Historic Name William Haskell House

Use: Present Residence

Original Residence
DESCRIPTION

Date earlv 18th centurv

Source A .L .Cummines

Styl e First Period/Colonial Revival

None
Fabric
Shed

Architect
Exterior Wl Clapboards

Outbuildings

Magjor Alterations (with dates) Lean-tc
added, probably 18th ¢ : shed moved

up, remodelled and rear right-hand
wing added, ca. 1930

Condition Good

Moved Shed-yes Date Ci 1930
Acreace S.5 acres

Setting Rural context on aulet winding

road vith 19th c. residential surrounds -

onen fields and wooded |ots.

Recorded by Anne Grady

Organization Boston University

1986

Date January
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SI GNI FI CANCE

The house retains integrity of location, design, materials, and

wor kmanship i nits intact First Period frame, chimey (although it is
rebuilt from theattic floor) and interesting, apparently original
finishes throughout, making it eligible under criterion C The house
is one of thebest preserved First Period buildings surveyed, unless
Atkins was very skillful at enhancing what he found i n1927. The
decoration of theright hand frame with cyma molding i svery unusual
(known, according to ALC i nonly 1 or 2 other exanmples) andi s
therefore highly significant. Mst of thefinishes i nthehouse are
modest but well executed with attempts at greater sophisticationi n
the dentil moldings of theright first floor fireplace andthe
cyma-nmol ded frame i ntheright-hand side of thehouse. | fthehouse
is a plank frame structure, it i samong c. two dozen houses bhuilt
this way i ntheNorth Shore area and anmong 6 i nGloucester. I f the
support of thefirst floor framng i nthecellar does indeed provide
evidence that there was an earth floor originally, the structure
woul d becone an even nore interesting source of new information under
criterion DD  The house retains a substantial anount of early

har dwar e.

These details all combine togive it great integrity of feeling; i t
preserves integrity of setting i nitsrural location.

EXTER R DESCRI PTI ON

The Haskell House i sa two and one half story, four bay wide

structure apparently of plank frame construction with an added 18th C
partial lean-to and rear and side additions. The left gable has a
hewn overhang i ntheattic story. The clapboarded exteriori s
furnished with simple w ndow surrounds and a plain doorway v%ith
slightly peaked lintel. The asymmetrical plan of thehousei s
revealed by theoff-center placement of t hedoorway and chi mey,
apparently theoriginal stack, and by thepresence of one wi ndowi n

the left-hand roons as opposed totwo on theright. Disparitiesi n
the construction of thetwo halves of thehouse may indicate that the
house was originally a one-cell structure totheleft , but therei s

no way t o be certain. The house was well-known i nthe 1930's as an
unspoiled First Period dwelling, and was extensively restored at that

time.
MAICOR FI RST PERI D FEATURES

The Haskell House exhibits an intact First Period chimey, frame, and

unusual and simple interior finish, Inthefirst-floor left hand
room, which i sonly 11 feet wide, both joists and sumrer beamr un
longitudinally. The sumrer beam, c. 6 inches wi de and deep, i s only
slightly larger than thejoists. The summer beam i s somewhat crudely

finished with a flat chamer. Joists arespaced 18 t o 19 inches on

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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ppnie-s There i svertical feather edged sheathing on t he outer
£lus andt otheright of thefireplace. The overmantel trimis a
single board 31 inches high which covers part cf thelintel and .its
around thejoists. I'ts |lower edge i sheaded. The fireplace, 7 feet,
4 inches wide by 4 feet 11 inches high has tworear corner ovens and
a snoke panel. The room has other early finishes: doors and their
hardware, and an apparently original small cupboard on the rear

wal | Raised sills here andon theother side of t hehouse nay
indicate an original dirt floor, especially as thecellar joists,
uphewn |ogs, arenot set into thesills but onto projections fromtne
stone foundation. There i sa scarf joint i n thefront sill nearthe
fireplace wall, i ntheleft hand room

Th® stair hall exhibits an enclosed staircase sheathed with plain
boa-ds of early vintage. Comparison of thechimey posts visible m
the front hall reveals that theright hand post i s"jowled" andhasa
smal | flat chanfer while theleft-hand post i sstraight andh”s no
chanfer. Other posts i ntheright-hand portion cf thehouse are aiso
jowled andchanfered while those i ntheleft hand part arenot. Th”s
mav indicate either stylistic variation within thesame_Duilcmg, or
that theright hand roonms were added t oanoriginally singlece-1
house.

In theright-hand room thelower portion of t he suimer beam has been
cut ¢M™f, soi t i simoossible t odetermne thebeams original
decoration. Very likely, however, thebeamwas finished lir.e the _
other beans andbraces i nthis side of thehouse witn an unusuai“mch
wi de cyma mol ding. This molding, i nplace of a chanfer, i sfouncat
the botton edge of thevertical faces of thechimey, end, rear “nc
front girts i ntheroom This molding only i spaintea orange.
Articles written about thehouse i nthe 1930's state that eviaence

was found that this molding hadbeen painted vermillion at an earlier
tim.
The fireplace i ntheright hand room i sbuilt with curved janbs. | t

is 5 1C" vid® by 4 5" high. There i svertical feather edged
heathing t o the left cf thefireplace andabove it. Overthe
?lreplace the "boardlng angl-fs out" toward theceiling t obe toe-nailed
to thechimey girt. ~Thefireplace i sslightly recessed. A dentil
mol di ng stians thefireolace lintel beiow t heboarding. A chisel was
used t ofashion themolding so that dentils v;hich arethicker® att he
top alternate with those thicker at thebottom (seephotograph). The
outer wails of theroom are plastered.

covered with vertical feather edged sheathing. The outer wails of
the room.are plastered andthere areexposed rising braces at the
corners, indicating plank frame construction. An unusual featurecf
the roomi stheway I nwhich thedoer tothestairhall i sat the end
of therunof thestairs, sothat cnesteps up directly intothe

-2-
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lefthand chanmber, or steps up into thestair hall. This feature
m ght nmean that thestairs were built originally toservice a single
cell house with just one upstairs room

In theright hand chamber, there i sa fireplace of anple size, v:ith
straight jambs. The finish of thefireplace wall i splain boarding.
A plain, wide horizontal board covers thespace over the slightly
recessed fireplace.

The sunmer beam front and rear plates and all therising bracesi n
this roomarefinishedwith the same narrow cyma mol ding as i s found
on theframe i ntheroom below Vlalls between the fra.me retain early
plaster.

In thelean-to and the lean-to garret, wide horizontal sheathing
boards, possible theoriginal outer wall covering, with edges
bevelled topand botton, cover thewall between theiean-to and front
rooms. The lean-to rafters butt against therear plate, additional
evidence that thelean-to v;as added, not integral.

In theattic a purlin roof with 5 sets of principal raftersis
visible. There areno obvious differences between theleft and right
portions of theroof, theset cf rafters over theleft-hand chi mey
tie has mortises for a lapped collar beam

LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

There v;as once a long rear el |l on thebuilding. | t was removed and
relocated, across thestreet onto theol dbarn foundation before t he
20th century. | n 1927 t he house vcas purchased by Boston Scul ptor,

A H Atkins. The house was apparently i nsomething of an unspoiled
state, but how rmuch Atkins actually did torestore thestructurei s
uncertain. The building was t hesubject cf several articles i n the
1920's and 1930's and of measured drawi ngs by "Frank Chouteau Brov.'n as
a well preserved exanmple of First Period architecture. Atkins
finished off a shed which had been noved up totheleft rear cf the
house t c create a living room with bedroom above. H replicatedthe
hall fireplace at therear ot thenew |iving room. Atkins also
removed a small addition to'”~heright-hand side and built a larger
wing there containing kitchen, dining room and bedrooms. The
architect cf these additions was Thomas W I liams of Rockport, .Mss.

KI STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

The wi despread 1930's published interest i nthehouse and i-t-c
restoration makes it cne cf thenost significant s"

associat ed ~ jbuweia pattern or revivec interest m restoring
and copying colonial buildings during theearly 20th conturv. The

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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house i sclosely associated after 1927 with theimportant |local
Boston scul ptor, A H Atkins, who restored t hehouse and encouraged
published interest i nit. The structure was briefly owned by the
Cape Ann Historical Society, which operated i t as a house nuseum

Further historical research, especiallyinto thel1l930's literature,
woul d yield nore accurate information on theextent of Atkin's

restorations.

REFERENCES

Brochure on Haskell House, Cape Ann Historical Association, no date
The House Beautiful, February 1927

The Monograph Series, Vol. XXV, No. 1, February 1939
Abbott Lowell Cumm ngs, The Framed Houses of Massachusetts Bay,

1625-1725. 1979, pp. 158, 194.
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