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STATE 
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•REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Inventory of the H i s to r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 

September 20 , 197 4 „ 
—FEDERAL ^LSTATE —COUNTY .XOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN 
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D E S C R I P T I O N 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED i ioRIGINAL SITE 

X.GOOD —RUINS X A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE. 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The firehouse i s an e x t e r i o r masonry b u i l d i n g , r e c t i l i n e a r 
i n p l a n , w i t h seventeen hundred square f e e t of groxand f l o o r area 
i n the main s t r u c t u r e . The a d d i t i o n on the west side i n i t s 
present s t a t e contains approximately t w e n t y - f i v e hundred square 
f e e t . The only major change t o the o r i g i n a l plan was t h i s addi­
t i o n a l area added t o the stab l e wing. The stabl e wing appears 
to have been a one s t o r y s t r u c t u r e w i t h a t r u s s roof of some s i x 
hiindred square f e e t . This one s t o r y wing was expanded t o two 
s t o r i e s w i t h a f a l s e f r o n t , windows and roof c o r b e l i n g t o match 
the main f i r e house. This expansion increased the ground f l o o r 
area t o t w e n t y - f i v e hundred square f e e t . This work was completed 
p r i o r t o 1890. The only other change made a f t e r t h i s time seems 
t o have been the widening, i n the e a r l y nineteen hundreds, of 
the main f i r e doors t o accomodate the change from horse drawn 
pumpers t o motor d r i v e n f i r e v e h i c l e s . 

Though b u i l t i n 1867, F i r e S t a t i o n #4 of the New Bedford 
F i r e Department was constructed i n the more t r a d i t i o n a l 
Federal C b l o n i a l s t y l e (or Adam's s t y l e ) w i t h influences of the 
r e v i v a l 6 f the c l a s s i c s prevelant i n the 1800's. The most 
apparent of these aspects i s the Romanesque d e t a i l i n g of the 
hose tower. This includes the h o r i z o n t a l r i b s and the i n t e n s i o n a l 
l i g h t i n g of the upper s t r u c t u r e by the use of slender f a l s e arches. '| 
Comparing t h i s w i t h the very heavy l i n t a l s and posts framing the 
main f i r e v e h i c l e doorways b o l d l y eccentuates the l a t t e r ' s im­
portance i n the scheme. The major a r c h i t e c t u r a l features are 
the b r i c k c o r b e l i n g a t the roof cornice and the h i p roof angled 
toward the s t r e e t i n t e r s e c t i o n . By stepping back from the 
b u i l d i n g corner, i t i s possible t o see t h a t t h i s l a t t e r feature 'p-
i n combination w i t h the b u i l d i n g ' s o v e r a l l plan makes a proper 
t r a n s i t i o n around the s t r e e t i n t e r s e c t i o n . 



\m SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

' ^ 1 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

— 1500 1599 

— 1600-1699 

— 1700-1799 

K l 800 1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE ; " " 

—MILITARY • <• J.; 

—MUSIC . ,•. ^ 

—PHILOSOPHY 

XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

— RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

XSOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

XTRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1867 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

(a) Period - nineteenth century 
(b) Areas of S i g n i f i c a n c e - (see above) 
(c) F i r e S t a t i o n #4, b u i l t i n 1867 and located on the northwest 

corner of South S i x t h S t r e e t and Bedford S t r e e t , i s the oldest 
o p e r a t i o n a l f i r e s t a t i o n i n New Bedford and, so f a r as i s known, 
i n Massachusetts. S t a t i o n f i r e f i g h t e r s possess the o l d log 

,\ books t h a t begin i n 1867 and continue through 1913. These 
o f f i c i a l d a i l y logs contain not only d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n s of 
every f i r e , but also the purchase r e c e i p t s f o r various f i r e -
f i g h t i n g equipment and notes from monthly meetings. I n 1913, 
New Bedford switched from a volunteer f i r e department t o paid 
f i r e f i g h t e r s a t which time the second f l o o r d o r m i t o r i e s were 
expanded i n t o the o l d h a y l o f t s e c t i o n i n the rear of the 
b u i l d i n g . A.M. Howland, s t a t i o n foreman i n 1867 and l a t e r 
Mayor of New Bedford, was one of the more famous of the l o c a l 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s associated w i t h S t a t i o n #4. 

.->• 
J 

W i t h i n the next few years an 
t o the west side of F i r e Sta 
the F i r e Department's r e p a i r 
century t h i s r e p a i r shop bee 
The ntimerous and v a r i e d type 
s t a t i o n e d i n F i r e S t a t i o n #4 
b u i l d i n g i t s e l f , r e f l e c t the 
Department i n p a r t i c u l a r and 

a d d i t i o n designed by Frank A v r i l i o 
t i o n #4 was constructed t o house 
shop. A f t e r the t u r n of the 

ame a storehouse f o r c i t y property, 
s of hand pumpers and f i r e engines 
over the years, together w i t h the 
growth of the New Bedford F i r e 
urban f i r e departments i n general. 

The a d d i t i o n i s c u r r e n t l y being r e h a b i l i t a t e d t o house a 
Firesnen's Museum which w i l l include o l d f i r e f i g h t i n g equipment, 
log books, and photographs. Meanwhile the crews at F i r e 
S t a t i o n #4 continue t o respond t o alarms j u s t as they d i d over 
100 years ago. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

" South by Bedford S t r e e t , west by a p r i v a t e l o t , n o r t h by 
a p r i v a t e l o t and east by South S i x t h S t r e e t 

Also known as 79 South S i x t h S t r e e t , New Bedford, Massachusetts 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE ' * • • CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Lawrence Roy, Chairman 

ORGANIZATION 
Committee t o Restore F i r e S t a t i o n #4 

DATE May 19, 1975 

STREET & NUMBER 
79 South S i x t h S t r e e t 

TELEPHONE 
999-5235 

CITY OR TOWN 
New Bedford 

STATE Massachusetts 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
- • . THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE L O C A L ^ ^ ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665) . I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Mass. State Historic Preservation Officer DATE S 

FDR NPS USE ONLY ' 
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HISTORIC pj ,^^ STATION #4 
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CITY.TOWN NEW BEDFORD .VICINITY OF BRISTOL MASSACHUSETTS^^"^^ 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE USGS 

1:24000 SCALE DATE 1964 

REQUIREMENTS 
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1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

I N T : 34 64 - 75 
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LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 
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MAP REFERENCE 
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SCALE 1:50 DATE May 16 , 19 75 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 
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CITY OF N E W B E D F O R D . M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

EXECUTIVE: DEPARTMENT-

O F F I C E OF THE MAYOR 

9 9 9 - 2 9 3 1 

J O H N A. M A R K E Y 
M A Y O R 

May 19, 1975 

WAY 7 1975 L I 

NATfONAL r-

yij [ 
D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e of Archeology and H i s t o r i c Preservation 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Request f o r a Determination of E l i g i b i l i t y f o r I n c l u s i o n 
i n the N a t i o n a l Register - F i r e S t a t i o n #4, New Bedford 
Massachusetts . 

Gentlemen: 

I am enclosing the f o l l o w i n g m a t e r i a l s t o accompany the 
request of the C i t y of New Bedford t h a t an e l i g i b i l i t y r u l i n g 
be made regarding the i n c l u s i o n of F i r e S t a t i o n #4 (New 
Bedford, Massachusetts) on the N a t i o n a l Register: 

Attachment A - N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Inventory - Nomination Form 

Attachment B - Opinion of the State H i s t o r i c Preser­
v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

The C i t y of New Bedford has a l l o c a t e d monies from i t s 
Community Development Block Grant t o r e h a b i l i t a t e the deter­
i o r a t e d sections of t h i s b u i l d i n g . A statement regarding 
e l i g i b i l i t y of the F i r e S t a t i o n f o r N a t i o n a l Register i n c l u ­
sion i s necessary before the C i t y can undertake the lengthy 
environmental assessment process t o o b t a i n release of these 
Community Development funds. 

Your ex p e d i t i o u s a c t i o n on t h i s request would be most 
appreciated. 

Yours very t r u l y . 

V 

JAlVcac 
/'John A. Markey, Mayor 



. D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e of Archeology and 
- !ri'si*oric Preservation 
N a t i o n a l Park Service 
May 19, 1975 

Attachment B 

STATEMENT OF THE OPINION OF THE STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

I understand t h a t the C i t y of New Bedford i s requesting the 
opinion of the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r concerning 
the e l i g i b i l i t y of F i r e S t a t i o n #4 (New Bedford, Massachusetts) 
f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register and t h a t my opinion may 
be submitted t o the Secretary of the I n t e r i o r w i t h a formal 
request f o r a det e r m i n a t i o n of e l i g i b i l i t y on t h i s p r o p e r t y . 
This statement confirms my c o n s u l t a t i o n as p a r t of the det e r ­
mination of e l i g i b i l i t y procedures. 

I n my o p i n i o n , the pro p e r t y i s e l i g i b l e f o r i n c l u s i o n i n the 
N a t i o n a l Register. 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n and comments: 

I have viewed the p r o p e r t y , reviewed the s t a t e survey form con­
cerning t h i s p r o p e r t y submitted t o my o f f i c e by the C i t y , and 
reviewed the N a t i o n a l Register Inventory form. By my signature 
on the N a t i o n a l Register form, I have confirmed my opinio n t h a t 
F i r e S t a t i o n #4 (New Bedford, Massachusetts) i s e l i g i b l e f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Signed: ^ ' ^ S C T L (P'- CllVo^dy^ 
E l i z a b e t h R. Amadon 
State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

ERA/cac 





CC! yxs. Elizabeth R. itedea 
l!xec-itiva rir<!Ctor 
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liostoa, Maasachusfttta 0210S w/cy inc 

Mr. David 0, Tfoelasr, Jr, FAIA 
Assistcnt Secretary for Community 

Plarmin,'^ and Dcveloproant 
Departcjent of Uousine and 
Urban Development 

Washinf^ton, D.C. 20410 w/cy Inc 
bcc: DG - Advisory Council w/cy inc 

SOL - Pete Saynor w/cy inc 
Regional Director, North Atlantic Region, Attn: Environmental Speciali-
Director's Reading File v;/cy inc 
DI 
PH 
f,PR_ - E.O. 11593 File w/cy inc 
MQ w/cy inc ^ , ̂  ̂  
FNP: JThorman:dph:6/4/75 / BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PR 



Paul Guzzi 

727-8470 

July 11, 1975 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service , . 
U.S. Department of the Interior >:" , 
18th and C Streets, N.W. , , -. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: Fire Station #4, New Bedford - . 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

The information on the above property was submitted to you on May 19, 1975 by 
Mayor John A. Markey of New Bedford, requesting a determination of e l i g i b i l i t y for 
l i s t i n g on the National Register. This certification occurred on June 17, 1975. 

Since then, on July 8, 1975, the Massachusetts State Review Board has voted the 
property eligible. Would you please expedite the conventional National Register 
l i s t i n g based on the information already i n your office. Are there further steps 
to take? I f you have any questions, please c a l l me. 

Sincerely yovirs. 

(^^^c^W^ 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon 
Executive Etij?ector 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
State Historic PreserTration Officer 

ERA:cb 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE HkBSPcaaswn 

Date Entered JUL 2, i Wb 

Naune Location 

Fire Statioa §4 wmr B^dfojil 
Bristol County 

Park Sqaaro HlBtoario District Pittafiold 
Berkshire County 

y r 

Also Notified 

e. BAmrd M. Kennedy State Historie Preeervation Officer 
W. ftrooke Mrs. Eliaabeth R. 

Hon. Gerry E. Studds Executive Director 
Hon. Silvio o. conte MMMofaosetts Historical Coasd.s8ion 
Regional Director, North Atlantic ^ ISMOU Street 

Region Boston* Massaohnsetts 02108 

PR Mmott/row 7/25/75 
I N T : 2 9 8 0 - 7 5 
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OTHER K?3TS: 
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New Bedford 
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I N A M f c ^ S IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER: - p t v e S t a t i o n M A / 0 . */• 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION 

PRIVATE STATE LOCAL GOV' ' l l ^ ^ m K : i P A ^ COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL {AGENCY NAIIE) : 

(CI ROLE(^^^NTATL^WI^ MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOOrmJEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC KORTmiTST 

F E A T U R E S : 

J/Subs 
KIOR 

;Substantially intact-1 
unknown - 4 

_ not app l i cab le - 7 

yijVlRONS 
_ S u b s t a n t i a l I v i n t a c t - 3 

unknown -6 
_ Net appli cable-9 

— I n t e r i o r , exterior, environs not intact-0 

, ptTERIOR 
^Z^substantialiy intact-2 

unknown .-5 
_ not app l i cab le - 8 

CONOITION-

A C C E S S -

_DETER10RATEO 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_t'nexcavate' ' 

_UNAJJMEO 

4dtffERE0 
-Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

—ORIGINAL SITE 

_ M O V E D 

_Unkncwn 

j j e s - r e s t r i c t e d ^ Yes-unres t r i c ted No access 

historic d i s t r i c t YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
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WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
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now-
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—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

Claims 
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—CONSERVATION 
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—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—JNVENTION 
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