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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The firehouse i sanexterior masonry building, rectilinear
in plan, with seventeen hundred square feet of groxand floor area
in themin structure. Theaddition onthewest side inits
present state contains approximately twenty-five hundred square
feet. Theonly major change totheoriginal plan was this addi-
tional area added t ot hestable wing. Thestable wing appears
to have been a onestory structure with atruss roof of sone si x
hiindred square feet. This onestory wing was expanded t o t wo
stories with a false front, windows androof corbeling t o match
the main fire house. This expansion increased theground floor
area t o twenty-five hundred square feet. This work was completed
prior t 01890. Theonly other change made after this time seens
to have been thewi dening, i ntheearly nineteen hundreds, of
the main fire doors t o acconodate t he change from horse drawn
punpers t omotor driven fire vehicles.

Though built i n 1867, Fire Station #4 of t he New Bedford

Fire Department was constructed i nthenore traditional
Federal Cblonial style (or Adamis style) with influences of the
revival 6f theclassics prevelant i nthe 1800's. The nost

apparent of these aspects i sthe Ronmanesque detailing of the
hose tower. This includes thehorizontal ribs andthe intensional
lighting of t heupper structure by theuseof slender false arches.
Conparing this with thevery heavy lintals and posts framngthe
main fire vehicle doorways boldly eccentuates thelatter'si m
portance i nthe schene. Themajor architectural features are
the brick corbeling attheroof cornice andthehi proof angled
toward thestreet intersection. By stepping back fromthe
building corner, i ti spossible toseethat this latter feature
in combination with thebuilding's overall plan nakes a proper
transition around thestreet intersection.
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Fire Station #4, built i n 1867 andlocated on t henorthwest
corner of South Sixth Street andBedford Street, i sthe oldest
operational fire station i nNewBedford and, sofar as i s known,
in Massachusetts. Station firefighters possess theold | og
books that begin i n1867 andcontinue through 1913. These
official daily logs containnot only detailed descriptionsof
every fire, but also t hepurchase receipts for various fire-
fighting equi pment and notes from monthly meetings. Il n 1913,
New Bedford switched from a volunteer fire department t opaid
firefighters at which time thesecond floor dormitories were
expanded into theold hayloft section i ntherear of the
building. A M How and, station foreman i n 1867 and |ater
Mayor of New Bedford, was oneof thenore famus of t he |ocal
personalities associated with Station #4.

Wthin thenext fewyears an addition designed by Frank Avrilio
to thewest side of FireSt ation #4 was constructed t o house
the Fire Department's repair shop. After theturn of the
century this repair shopbeeame a storehouse for city property,
The ntimerous andvaried types of hand punpers andfire engines
stationed i nFire Station #4 over theyears, together withthe
building itself, reflect the growth of t heNewBedford Fire
Department i nparticular and urban fire departments i ngeneral.

The addition i scurrently being rehabilitated t ohouse a
Firesnen's Museum which will include ol dfirefighting equipment,
log books, andphotographs. Meanwhile t hecrews at Fire
Station #4 continue torespond toalarms just as they did over
100 years ago.
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Lawrence Roy, Chairman
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Commttee t oRestore Fire Station #4 DATE My 19, 1975

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

79 South Sixth Street 999-5235

CITY OR TOWN STATE

New Bedford Massachusetts
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

LI THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:
NATIONAL STATE LOCALAAA

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the
criteria and procedures setforth bythe National Park Service.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Mass. State Historic Preservation Officer DATES

FDR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THtS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED INTHE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE
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KEEPER OF THE NATIONAL REGISTER

GPO 888-445
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CITY OF NEW BEDFORD. MASSACHUSETTS
EXECUTIVE: DEPARTMENT-
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

999-2931

JOHN A. MARKEY \AIN/ .7 ]EIES L_l

MAYOR

NATfONAL  r-
My 19, 1975

i [
Director, Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation
National Park Service
Department of the lnterior
Washington, DC 20240

Re: Request for a Determ nation of Eligibility for Inclusion
in theNational Register - Fire Station #4, New Bedford
Massachusetts .

Gentl emen:

| amenclosing thefollowing materials t oacconpanyt he
request of theCity of New Bedford that aneligibility ruling
be made regarding theinclusionof Fire Station #4 (New
Bedf ord, Massachusetts) on t heNational Register:

Attachment A - National Register of Historic Places
Inventory - Nom nation Form

Attachment B - Opinion of theState Historic Preser-
vation Officer

The City of New Bedford has allocated monies fromits
Community Devel opment Block Grant t orehabilitate thedeter-
iorated sections of this building. A statement regarding
eligibility of theFire Station for National Register inclu-
sion i snecessary before theCity canundertake t helengthy
environmental assessment process t oobtain release of these
Communi ty Devel opment funds.

Your expeditious action on this request would be nost
appreciated.

Yours very truly.

\Y

/'John A. Markey, Mayor
JAIV cac



Director, Office of Archeology and
-lri'si*oric Preservation

National Park Service

May 19, 1975

Attachment B

STATEMENT G- THE OPINION F THE STATE HI STORI C PRESERVATI ON OFFI CER

| understand that the City of New Bedford i srequesting the
opinion of the State Historic Preservation Officer concerning
the eligibility of Fire Station #4 (New Bedford, Massachusetts)
for inclusioni ntheNational Register and that ny opinion may
be submtted totheSecretary of thelnterior with a formal
request f ora determination of eligibility on this property.
This statement confirms ny consultation as part of the deter-
m nation of eligibility procedures.

In ny opinion, theproperty i seligible forinclusionin the
National Register.

Justification and coments:

| have viewed t heproperty, reviewed thestate survey form con-
cerning this property submtted tony office by theCity, and
reviewed theNational Register Inventory form By ny signature
on theNational Register form | have confirmed ny opinion that
Fire Station #4 (New Bedford, Massachusetts) i seligiblefor
inclusion i ntheNational Register of Historic Places.

Sgned: ~'rscTL (P- ClIVotrdy?
Elizabeth R Anadon
State Historic Preservation Officer
Commonweal th of Massachusetts
ERA/ cac






CC! yxs. Elizabeth R. itedea
['xec-itiva rir<!Ctor
K-3.iach'J3stts Uiatorical Coatttimaiftn
40 FTaooa titrcet
liostoa, Maasachusfttta 0210S wcyi nc

M. David O, Tfoelasr, Jr, FAIA
Assistcnt Secretary for Community
Plarmn,'* and Dcvel oproant
Departcjent of Uousi ne and
Ur ban Devel opnent
WashinfAton, DC 20410 wcy Inc
bcc: DG - Advisory Council wcyinc
S - Pete Saynor wcyinc
Regi onal Director, North Atlantic Region, Attn: Environnental Speciali-

Director's Reading File v;/cy inc

DI

H-i

f,R - EQ 11593 File wcy inc

MD wcy inc noAN

FANP. JThor nan: dph: 6/ 4/ 75 | BASC FILE RETANED | NFR



Paul Guzzi

727-8470

July 11, 1975

D. WlliamJ. Mirtagh

Keeper of the National Register

National Park Service o

US Departnment of the Interior >

18th and CStreets, NW V-
Washington, DC 20240

Re: Fire Station#4, NewBedford - .
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

The informationonthe above property was submtted to youon My 19, 1975 by
Mayor John A Markey of NewBedford, requesting a determnation of eligibilityfor
listing onthe National Register. This certification occurred onJune 17, 1975.

Since then, onJuly 8, 1975 the Massachusetts State Review Board hasvoted the

property eligible. Wuld youplease expedite the conventional National Register
listing based onthe informationalready i nyour office. Arethere further steps
to take? | f youhave any questions, please call ne.

Sincerely yovirs.
(/\/\/\C/\W

El i zabet h Reed Anadon

Executive Etij?ector

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
State Historic PreserTration Officer

BRA cb
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e BAmrd M. Kennedy State Historie Preeervation Officer
W. ftrooke Mrs. Eliaabeth R.
Hon. Gerry E. Studds Executive Director
Hon. Silvio o. conte MM M ofaosetts Historical Coasd.s8ion
Regional Director, North Atlantic A ISMOU Str eet
Region Boston* Massaohnsetts 02108

R Mmott/row 7/25/75

INT: 2980-75
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