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by Maryann Anders of the SHPO staff.
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or 
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional 
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name________Maxvell-Abreu and North, or Martinez Houses_____________ 

other names/site number Rayado Ranch Headquarters__________________________

2. Location

street & number NW corner of the junction of NM 121 and Rayado Creek Rd. D not for publication 

city or town ____________Cimarron___________________________ H vjcjnjty 

state New Mexico_______ code NM county Colfax_________ code _QQ7_ zip code 87114

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this Denomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
CHrneets D doej^not meet the National Register criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally CfiStatewide D locally. (D See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

J tfl/W>LL>^ f t^sUs-r J ̂ f£- —— (

Date

State of 'Federal agency and bureau /

In my opinion, the property D meets D does 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title

not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereby/certify that the property is: ^^_Siqnaturej}t4t*e Keeper Date of Action

0 entereo/fn the National Register. * ^ y 
0 See continuation sheet. _

D determined eligible for the 
National Register

D See continuation sheet. _
D determined not eligible for the

National Register. _
D removed from the National

Register. _
D other, (explain:) _________



Maxwell-Abreu and north houses 
Name of Property

Golfax Cty. NM
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

B private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

G building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing 
2

Noncontributing 
0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Rayado Ranch of Colfax County, NM

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

other: New Mexico Vernacular

Materials
(Enter categories

foundation

walls

roof

other

from instructions) 

N/A

stucco

asphalt shingle

brick chimneys

wood porches

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

see continuation sheet



Maxwell-Abreu and north houses 
Name of Property

Golfax County. NM 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

H A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

SI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

^ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

'Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture '______

Architecture
Archaeology, historic/non-aboriginal

Period of Significance

1849-1911

Significant Dates

1849-1911

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Hispanic and Anglo territorial

Architect/Builder

unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

Primary location of additional data:

D State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
G Other 

Name of repository:

D recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record # _____________



Maxwell-Abreu and north houses 
Name of Property

Golfax County, MM 

County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property two acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

! |1|3| |5|Oi6|2i5iO| I 4i Q| 2i 4| 5, 3! Q| 
Zone Easting Northing

I . I . I , . I

Zone Easting 

4 ___ ____

Northing

I . I .
See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title David Kammer, Ph.D., consulting historian

organization Kells and Craig Architects, Inc. date November, 1992

street & number 521 Aliso Dr. NE 

city or town Albuquerque____

__ telephone (505) 266-0586 

state NM____ Zjp code 87108

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Philmont Scout Ranch, Boy Scouts of America
name

street & number — 

city or town Cimarron state

telephone (505) 376-2281 

W_____ zip code 87714

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description:

The Maxwell-Abreu House is a good example of the New Mexico 
Vernacular Style dwelling. It has a linear plan and is built of 
locally obtained adobe brick and timber, the materials tradition­ 
ally used by Hispanic builders. Shown in Narciso Abreu's 1933 map 
of the Maxwell compound as a major portion of the flat-roofed 
line of rooms arranged along its south wall, the dwelling is now 
a discreet building. Its wing additions, pitched roof, and decor­ 
ative elements, as well as some added windows, doors and interior 
furnishings reflect its evolution from being part of a fortified 
frontier compound to a family ranch headquarters. Set in a grove 
of cottonwoods not far from Rayado Creek, the house, coupled with 
the north, or Martinez, house located 180 ft. to the north, con­ 
veys the feeling of its historic role as an early territorial 
ranch.

The house consists of a 147 ft.long by 20.5 ft. wide main 
section, originally containing seven rooms, that runs from east 
to west and two shorter wings extending to the south. One wing 
contains two rooms and lies at the approximate center of the main 
section; a second wing containing one room lies at the east end. 
Both the main section and the wings contain rooms arranged in 
single file. Several of the rooms do not have doorways connect­ 
ing them, and evidence indicates that some existing doorways were 
cut at a later date. The exterior walls and all original inte­ 
rior walls are of adobe approximately 22 in. thick. Exterior 
walls are finished with cement stucco and a painted surface. A 
gable roof runs continuously from the east to the west end. 
Gable roofs on each of the wings intersect the main roof. The 
roofs are covered with red asphalt shingles with wood shingles 
beneath them. The roof is marked by eight brick chimneys twenty- 
two inches square and resting on top of the adobe walls. In the 
majority of instances, the chimneys served as stove flues rather 
than fireplaces. Reflecting its long evolution, the house has a
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wide variety of door and window sizes and designs. Those dating 
to the mid-nineteenth century are six over six; later windows are 
one over one.

The east and north facades are the two principal or "front" 
sides of the house. The east side is lined by a porch running 
its entire width. The porch floor has been replaced with a con­ 
crete floor, but the rest of the porch remains unaltered. 
Ornately-turned posts and scrolled brackets support the porch 
roof. The principal door on this elevation has a deep-paneled 
jamb with applied moldings defining the panels. Two doorways cut 
in the north end of this wall in the early twentieth century have 
paired doors in the bungalow style. The east porch continues 
around the corner, extending across the east half of the north 
elevation. The porch on the north side is identical to that on 
the east except that the posts are octagonal instead of turned. 
The east half of the north facade contains three six over six 
windows that may be among the oldest in the house. A fourth win­ 
dow has been replaced by a fixed metal-framed "picture" window. 
Paired doors lead into a wide hall connecting a matching doorway 
leading to the south porch. Both the north and south elevations 
of the west half of the building's main section contain few win­ 
dows but several exterior doors. In two cases, doors open from 
both the north and south sides of the same room. Many of the 
doors and door openings have been altered, suggesting a utilitar­ 
ian purpose for this portion of the house.

The south end of the east wing has a bay window in its cen­ 
ter. The bay features paired one over one windows flanked by 
matching windows. Above the windows are a continuous band of 
dentils and recessed wood panels. A covered porch extends across 
the south side of the house between the two wings. The edge of 
the porch roof has been extended outward approximately three 
feet, and a portion of the porch was enclosed for use as a bath­ 
room in the mid-twentieth century, The octagonal columns on this
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porch match those of the north side of the house. The center 
wing has one over one windows except on the west facade where two 
fixed metal-framed "picture" windows similar to the one on the 
north facade have been added. An enclosed utility porch is on 
the south end of this wing.

The interior of the house contains several large rooms. The 
original roomsj as defined by the adobe walls, ranged in size 
from 14 ft. by 17 ft. to 17 ft. by 31 ft. In several cases the 
rooms have been subdivided by wood frame and plaster partitions. 
The interior adobe walls are finished with a variety of veneers 
including plasters and thin applications of whitewashes of 
unknown material. The floors are finished with tongue and groove 
boards, but in one room in the eastern end of the main section, 
archaeological investigation has uncovered the remains of three 
successive layers of earthen floors. The ceiling height is 
approximately 9'8" throughout the house except in the west por­ 
tion where it drops to about eight feet due to the rise in the 
grade of the floor. Except for the west half of the main sec­ 
tion, the ceilings are formed by sawn beams supporting boards 
which carry the earth roof. In two rooms, tongue and groove 
boards have been nailed to the underside of the beams to form a 
ceiling, while in the remainder of the rooms, the exposed beams' 
edges are dressed with bead molding. In the central portion of 
the house, a gypsum board ceiling has been suspended approxi­ 
mately eight feet above the floor. The earth roof in the build­ 
ing's west portion is supported by ponderosa pine vigas. A 
tongue and groove board ceiling is suspended below the vigas.

As a result of the house's long evolution, the interior con­ 
tains a wide variety of door types, trim, wood baseboards and 
fireplace fronts. The eastern half of the main section and the 
eastern wing have the most elaborately finished and developed 
rooms, indicating that they likely served as the primary public 
rooms of the house. The oldest remaining doors are one and two
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panel rail and stile doors with an applied molding around the 
edges of the recessed panels, resulting in an elegant design 
developed from minimal resources. The older interior doorways 
through the thick adobe walls feature paneled jambs similar to 
those at the exterior. Later doors are of the multi-panel stile 
and rail type common in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. Many doors have been relocated from their original 
openings and cut or otherwise modified as required to fit their 
new locations. There are three wood fireplace fronts in the 
house. Between the afore-mentioned paired bungalow style doors- 
on the east facade, a fireplace was installed, probably at the 
same time as the doors. Two tiers of columns flank the fire-box 
opening with the upper tier above the mantle framing a mirror. 
This plain but dignified fireplace typifies early twentieth cen­ 
tury catalogue designs. A room in the center of the main section 
of the house contains a wood fireplace front with a mantle in the 
neo-Classical Style. The center wing contains a fireplace front 
with a carved rustic design. One room in the west portion of the 
main section contains a traditional southwestern corner style 
fireplace built of adobe. The flue from this fireplace termi­ 
nates at the flat roof, indicating that the fireplace likely pre­ 
dates the construction of the latter gable roof.

The north house, locally referred to as the Martinez house, 
is the second remaining discreet structure associated with the 
Rayado Ranch headquarters and shown in Narciso Abreu's 1933 map 
as a part of the Maxwell compound. Its pitched roof as well as 
some added windows, doors and interior furnishings reflect its 
evolution from being part of a fortified frontier compound to 
becoming part of a family ranch headquarters. Coupled with the 
Maxwell-Abreu house 180 ft. to the south, it conveys the feeling 
of its historic role as part of an early territorial ranch head­ 
quarters .
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The house consists of three rooms arranged in single file 
running from east to west and a one-room wing extending to the 
north from the west end of the house, creating an L plan. In the 
mid-twentieth century, a small addition containing one bathroom 
was added in the corner of the easternmost room, and the single 
room in the rear wing was sub-divided by a frame and gypsum board 
partition. The red shingle roof is formed by a gable roof run­ 
ning from north to south over the north wing and the west end of 
the main section. A gable roof running from east to west over 
the remainder of the main portion ties into the roof. All origi­ 
nal exterior walls and interior dividing walls are adobe and 
twenty-two inches thick. Exterior walls are covered with cement 
stucco and painted tan. There are three chimneys. The main por­ 
tion has one brick chimney similar to those in the Maxwell-Abreu 
house; a free form chimney projects from the north wing's end 
wall; and a mud-plastered chimney, a later addition, stands at 
the east end. There are several window types. The majority are 
tall, narrow two over two in design.

The principal facade faces south towards the Maxwell-Abreu 
house. A covered porch dating to the mid-twentieth century 
extends across the easternmost two-thirds of this elevation. 
.Each of the three rooms along this elevation has a single two 
over two window. The center room has a door onto the porch. The 
north elevation of the main section of the house has a single 
window into each room. One is a six over six and the other a 
hopper window. The west elevation of the house has a single win­ 
dow into each of the two rooms along its length. As evidenced by 
a wall buttress and foundation remains, the north wing extended 
at least one room farther to the north. Except for one door and 
the exterior chimney, this wall is blank. The east wall of the 
wing contains one window and a door covered by a small shed 

porch.
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The exterior of the north house is similar to the Maxwell- 
Abreu house but more modest. The four original rooms range from 
15 ft. by 17 ft. to 15 ft. by 21 ft. The ceilings are boards 
supported by beams but lack the edge bead found in the other 
house. The floors are also tongue and groove boards except in 
the easternmost room where a concrete floor has replaced the wood 
floor. All of the original walls are finished with plaster. The 
trim and bases are of simple unadorned wood. The only fireplace 
in the house is in the southeast corner of the easternmost room 
and is constructed in a rustic design with river cobbles.
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8. Statement of Significance:

The Maxwell-Abreu house and the north, or Martinez, house 
stand as reminders of early agricultural settlement along the 
Santa Fe Trail and the subsequent emergence of family ranching in 
northeastern New Mexico during the territorial period. When 
Lucien Maxwell began building his fortified compound in 1849, he 
used several rooms along the inside wall as his residence. Quite 
likely, some of the rooms now composing the Maxwell-Abreu house 
were part of that residence while some of the rooms composing the 
north house served other residents of the early settlement. By 
1857, portions of the former house were occupied by Jose Pley, 
Maxwell's manager at Rayado after Maxwell moved to Cimarron. 
When Jesus Abreu purchased the ranch in 1864, the building became 
the headquarters of the famous Rayado Ranch, serving as the Abreu 
family's home. As security improved in the area, the compound 
walls fell into disuse and were removed, leaving only these two 
discreet houses as reminders of the original compound. Both of 
these dwellings reflect the architectural evolution of the early 
fortified settlement. Their position and spatial organization 
recall their role as dwellings during the plaza era. Their 
pitched roofs, additions and embellishments recall their trans­ 
formation into a family ranch headquarters. Multiple adobe 
floors, sherds, square nails, rock foundation fragments at the 
north house, and other cultural deposits indicate that the prop­ 
erty is also significant for its archaeological potential for 
revealing more about settlement and agriculture during the terri­ 

torial period.
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10. Geographical Data

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESPRIPTION: The east boundary is a north-south line parallel 
to and 80 feet east of the porch of the Maxwell-Abreu house. The north boundary 
is an east-west line parallel to and 20 feet north of the north wall of the 
Martinez (north) house. The west boundary is a north-south line parallel to and 
20 feet west of the west wall of the Maxwell-Abreu house. The south boundary is 
an east-west line parallel to and 20 feet south of the south wall of the longer 
of the two southern wings of the Maxwell-Abreu house. These four lines form a 
quadrangular boundary for the property. The area is approximately 90,000 square 
feet.^

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The boundary lines have been drawn to represent the two 
discreet houses that composed the Rayado Ranch Headquarters and were once part of 
Maxwell's Plaza. The intention of the boundary lines is to retain the historic 
integrity of the property including the archaeological potential of the area once 
enclosed by Maxwell's Plaza.
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The foIJowing information is the same for all photographs 

accompanying this nomination:
2. Colfax County, New Mexico
3. David Rammer
4. October, 1992
5. New Mexico State Historic Preservation Division

information for individual photographs:

1) 1. Maxweil-Abreu House
6. Looking SW

2) 1. Maxweil-Abreu House 
6. Looking to

3) 1. Maxweil-Abreu House 
6. Looking SE

4) 1. Maxweil-Abreu House 
6. Looking SW

5) i. Maxweil-Aoreu House 
6. Looking N

6) 1. Maxweil-Abreu House 
6 . Looking Nh.

7) I. Maxweil-Abreu House 
6 . Looking; N

8) i. Maxweil-Abreu House
6. Looking W {detail at east portal)

9) 1. North (Martinez) House
6. Looking NE (corner of Maxweil-Abreu House to right)

10) 1. North (Martinez House) 
6. Looking NE

11) 3. . North (Martinez) House 
6. Looking NVv

12) 1. North (Martinez) House

6. Looking SW 
13) 1. North (Martinez) House

6 . Looking SE
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IHE PWtMONI SCOUT RANCH. CMAIMON. NEW MEXICO. THE OBAWNGS 
DOCUMENT THE CUMENI APPEARANCE AND CONDITION OF THE IWO 
STRUCTURES. AND ARE IASEO ON f*LD MEAWWMENn IAKEN M JUNE AND 
JULY Or I*!. UNDER IHE DMECTION Of STEVEN E. HILLS. AIA THE FIELD 
WOK WAS UNOERIAKEN M CONJUNCTION WITH ARCHtOLOOCAL TESIINS
or IHE SITE IY HUMAN SYIIEMS RESEARCH. MC. of IULAOOSA. NEW MEXICO.

PHIlMONI SCOUT RANCH

RAYADO RANCH
P.AYADO COLFAX COUNTY NEW MEXICO SEPIEMBEB I«J
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NORTH ELEVATION

SECTION A

SOUTH ELEVATION
OKFYED NOTES
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»OOF IEVOMD • AO 
ON CAtl.WISI PO»

CHIMNEY SCHEDULE

Kels and Cr»io RAYADO RANCH - MAXWELL / ABREU HOUSE
PHILMONI SCOUI RANCH RAYAOO COIFAX COUNTY NEW MEXICO SEP1EMBES 1992



SECTION B & WEST ELEVATION OF EAST WING EAST ELEVATION

EAST ELEVATION Of WEST WING

C~)KtVf P NOTES
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OOIO Altll IOO'

PHIIMONI SCOUt BA.NCH

RAYADO RANCH - MAXWELL / ABREU HOUSE
COIFAX COUNTY NCW MEXICO SEPTEMBER I9«: SHEET I OF »



FINISH SCHEDULE DOOR SCHEDULE WINDOW SCHEDULE
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WINDOW TYPES

B

BASE TYPES

0
MILLED BEAM & CEILING- IN ROOMS #2 & 5 DOOR TYPES

Kris gnd Crakj RAYADO RANCH - MAXWELL / ABREU HOUSE
PHHMONt SCOUT RANCH RAYADO COLFAX COUNTY NEW MEXICO SEPIEMBEO 1W



5 -WINDOWS * 6.7. & 8 JAMB 6 • WINDOW t 5 JAMB 7 - FRAM£ AT DOORS f 6.7,10.21.22.24.25 & 26

RAYADO RANCH - MAXWELL / ABREU HOUSE 
PHILMONI scoui RANCH RAYADO COIFAX COUNTY NEW MEXICO



FINISH SCHEDULE

DOOR SCHEDULE
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WINDOW SCHEDULE
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WALL TYPES

FLOOR PLAN

OKEVED NOIES

WINDOW TYPES BASE TYPES

Kel» and Craki

PHIIMONT SCOUT RANCH
RAYADO RANCH - NORTH HOUSE

RAYADO COLFAX COUNTY NEW MEXICO
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KEYED NOTES
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PHIIMONT SCOUT RANCH
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