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SUMMARY

The Trapp Homestead at 2521 South Bayshore Drive, Miami, 
Florida, consists of four contributing structures: 1) the Caleb 
Trapp residence; 2) an efficiency apartment; 3) the "Big 
Apartment11 ; and 4) the "Little Cottage." All four structures 
have irregular plans. The Caleb Trapp residence was built in 
1889 and enlarged ca. 1927. According to tax records, the other 
three contributing structures were built between 1913 and 1926, 
although the sequence of construction is unknown.

SETTING

The size of the original Trapp Homestead was approximately 
five acres. Today it comprises almost one acre and consists of a 
long rectangular parcel, 79 feet in width and approximately 548 
feet in length, extending the entire block between South Bayshore 
Drive and Tigertail Avenue, in the coconut Grove area of Miami, 
Florida.

The Caleb Trapp residence is set back approximately 240 feet 
from South Bayshore Drive, facing slightly southeast and elevated 
on the natural limestone bluff overlooking Biscayne Bay. Rows of 
Royal Palm trees lead from a wrought iron gate supported by stone 
piers, across the sweeping front lawn up to the steps carved into 
the natural oolitic limestone bluff (photo 1), The mature 
vegetation of the grounds includes a variety of flowering bushes 
and tropical trees.

A stone wall extends across the rear of the property and an 
opening in this wall provides access to a driveway that leads 
past the three secondary structures to the rear of the Caleb 
Trapp residence.

The three contributing buildings are located in linear 
fashion at the rear 2/3 of the property. Vacant lots are located 
to the north and south of the property. A residence is to the 
west. To the east, across South Bayshore Drive, is the Biscayne 
Bay Yacht Club.
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CALEB TRAPP RESIDENCE 

Exterior Description

The Trapp Residence is an irregular shaped, two-story 
structure (photo 2). A partial third-floor, an observation room 
known as the "Crow's Nest, 11 projects from the center of the roof. 
Both the main roof and the roof of the third floor are hip with 
composition shingles (photo 3). Exposed rafters are visible 
under the deep eaves. The building rests on a stone foundation, 
with openings to access the three-foot crawl space. The exterior 
walls are constructed of oolitic stone, quarried from the site. 
These stone walls are 16 inches thick. A kitchen extension at 
the rear is constructed of concrete block, and veneered with 
stucco in a pattern to imitate the stone wall segments.

The main facade faces to the southeast. An open porch 
extends across this facade. Extending over this porch is an 
enclosed second story, poured concrete porch (photo 4). Three 
large reinforced and poured concrete columns extend from the 
floor of the first floor porch to the second floor roof.

The main entrance to the house, centered on the southeast 
facade, is a double, ten-light, French door. A variety of 
windows are used throughout the residence. Most are 6,8, 10, and 
12-light casement windows, frequently grouped in fours, but also 
paired and placed singly.

A porte-cochere, with a concrete floor, extends from the 
southwest facade (photo 5). Its hip roof is supported by two 
rectangular piers with a low wall between them. The porte- 
cochere opens into a two-story screened foyer that contains a 
poured concrete staircase (photo 6). A wrought iron outer door, 
backed by a 15-light French door, opens directly into the living 
room from the porte-cochere.

The northeast elevation features an exterior chimney, 
constructed of concrete block and surfaced with stucco. There is 
also a gable oriel projection at the north end of this facade 
(photo 7).
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Interior Description

There are two primary means of entry to the first floor: 
from the front porch and from the porte-cochere. The porch entry 
leads directly into the living room which extends the width of 
the house. This room has a beamed ceiling and a fireplace at the 
northeast end (photo 8). The porte-cochere entry is from a small 
foyer and up a short flight of steps into a hallway. French 
doors from the foyer open both into the living room and into the 
dining room. Other major spaces on the first floor are the 
dining room, kitchen and a powder room/bath. The living room 
floor is oak with an inlaid walnut band around the perimeter. 
The kitchen floor is pine. The walls are plastered.

Stairs from the porte-cochere foyer lead to the second 
floor. The second floor contains three bedrooms and the enclosed 
porch that extends the length of the house, immediately above the 
open first floor porch. The bedroom at the northeast corner has 
an oriel projection, with windows on all three sides to catch the 
prevailing breezes. The second floor floors are oak; the walls 
are plastered.

The partial third floor, the "Crow's Nest, 11 is accessed by a 
pull-down ladder in the second floor central hallway. This wood 
paneled room has a pine floor and measures 10 feet by 17 feet. 
Windows are located on all four sides of the room.

EFFICIENCY

This two-story, rectangular building is to the rear of the 
Trapp Residence. It is constructed of concrete block, covered 
with stucco, and has a flat, tar and gravel roof (photo 9). The 
first floor consists of a single-car garage, accessed by double 
swinging wood garage doors on the southwest elevation. Double 
hung sash windows fenestrate the second floor. A door providing 
access to the stairs leading to the second floor is located at 
the southeast corner of the building. The second floor consists 
of a 15' by 19' efficiency apartment with a combination 
living/dining/kitchen/bedroom and a separate bath and closet. 
The interior walls are plastered; the floors are pine.
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BIG APARTMENT

This two-story structure is located to the rear of the 
Efficiency. It has an irregular plan and is constructed of 
concrete block with stucco. The low hip roof has deep eaves, 
exposed rafters, and is covered with roll roofing. The main 
facade, incorporating a small porch, faces northwest. The first 
floor of the southeast elevation is divided into 3 recessed 
garage bays (photo 10). Each bay has double swinging wood doors 
with glass panes in the upper portion.

Stairs leading to the second floor are located at both the 
southeast and the northwest corners of the building. The second 
floor consists of a five-room apartment with a living room, 
dining room, bath, kitchen and breakfast area, and two bedrooms. 
A small balcony projects at the southwest corner of the building.

LITTLE COTTAGE

This is a one-story, concrete block and stucco building, 
located at the west end of the property, adjacent to Tigertail 
Avenue. It has a hip roof with roll roofing. The main facade, 
with a screened porch at the east end, faces southeast (photo 11) 
A pair of 12 light French doors, providing access directly to the 
living room, are approached by a small flight of steps. The 
interior is divided into an L-shaped living room, kitchen, den, 
bedroom, bath, and large walk-in closet. The cottage is 
fenestrated with both casement and double-hung, sash windows. 
The interior walls are plastered and the floors are of pine.

ALTERATIONS

The Trapp Residence was enlarged ca. 1927 by the addition of 
the poured concrete front porch and columns, the porte-cochere, 
and the first floor kitchen and power room/bath at the rear of 
the structure. In 1978 the concrete floor of the front porch was 
covered with marine plywood.

The only alterations to the three other structures consist 
of minor interior alterations, updating of the kitchens, and the 
replacement of a few windows. The screened porch was added to 
the Little Cottage in 1959.
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SUMMARY

The Trapp Homestead at 2521 South Bayshore Drive in Miami, 
Florida, was the home of important early settlers of the Coconut 
Grove area of that city. The Trapp family played a significant 
role in many aspects of the city's growth and development. The 
Trapp family made important contributions in the Miami area in 
education, religion, agriculture, and construction. The Trapp 
family residence is an unusual masonry building, adapted to the 
climate and designed to take advantage of its setting. The Trapp 
Homestead meets National Register Criteria A, B, and C.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

The earliest phase of Miami's development began with the 
establishment of Fort Dallas in 1838, near the mouth of the Miami 
River. A small settlement had formed in this area by 1855 and 
its growth was boosted by the passage of the Homestead Act in 
1866. By the mid-l870s, the Fort Dallas tract was sold to the 
Biscayne Bay Company, based in Augusta, Georgia.

As settlers gradually moved into the Miami area, small 
communities formed, such as Coconut Grove and Lemon City. 
Coconut Grove was located a few miles south of the Miami River, 
on a bluff overlooking Biscayne Bay. Edmund Beasley had settled 
in the Coconut Grove area as early as the 1830s, although he did 
not file a homestead claim until 1868. By 1873 Coconut Grove had 
a post office. In 1882 Charles and Isabella Peacock opened a 
hotel, the Bayview House, later known as the Peacock Inn. By 
1891 Coconut Grove had 100 residents.

Julia Tuttle, a widow from Cleveland, arrived in Miami in 
1891 and envisioned the transformation of the rugged, wilderness 
area into an area of homes "with modern improvements surrounded 
by beautiful grassy lawns, flowers, shrubs and shade trees." She 
purchased a 640 acre tract, including the land on which Fort 
Dallas was located. To further her dreams of a modern city, she 
then persuaded Henry Flagler to extend his Florida East Coast 
Railroad to Miami. The arrival of the railroad in April, 1896 
brought a period of significant growth and development, not only 
to Miami, but to Coconut Grove as well. In July of 1896, Miami 
was incorporated as a city.
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Miami continued to grow during the early decades of the 
twentieth century. The population in 1900 was 1681, By 1905 a 
street railway system began operation and the population had 
grown to just under 5,000. A newspaper, the Miami Herald, was 
founded in 1910. A bridge connecting Miami with Miami Beach was 
completed in 1913.

Coconut Grove was incorporated as a town in 1919. Following 
World War I, Americans were enjoying a relative degree of 
prosperity. The general sense of well-being, a revision of the 
Florida Constitution in 1924 to prohibit income and inheritance 
taxes, the rising popularity of the automobile, and improved 
roads all helped fuel the Florida Land Boom which was initially 
concentrated in the Dade County area. Between 1920 and 1925 the 
population of Miami doubled as thousands came to the city to seek 
their fortune in the real estate market. The price of property 
at the height of the Boom could double or triple in the span of a 
day. In 1925 Coconut Grove was annexed to Miami. Various 
factors, including publicized stories of fraud in the real estate 
market, led to the decline of the Boom by the Spring of 1926. 
The collapse was finalized when a severe hurricane hit the 
southeast coast of Florida in September of 1926, killing hundreds 
and leaving thousands without homes. This tragedy plunged south 
Florida into a depression before the Great Depression hit the 
rest of the county.

HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE

Among the early settlers of the Coconut Grove area was the 
Trapp family. Caleb Trapp, his wife, Henrietta Rhodes Trapp, and 
their seventeen year-old son, Harlan, moved from Iowa to Florida 
in 1887. They were probably encouraged in the venture by Mrs. 
Trapp's bother, Samuel Rhodes, who had purchased 400 acres of 
government land and settled in the area around 1876. Caleb Trapp 
had worked as a merchant and as a brick mason in Iowa. During 
their first year in Florida, the Trapps lived in a palmetto 
thatched hut. Then, taking advantage of his masonry experience, 
Caleb Trapp, assisted by his son, undertook the construction of a 
more substantial dwelling just north of the Coconut Grove 
settlement. An early 1890s map shows the house site as well as 
several parcels of Trapp property south of Coconut Grove. An 
account of 1898 indicates that Harlan Trapp grew vegetables on a
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clearing in a 120 acre parcel. His father grew citrus fruit and 
alligator pears on a clearing in an 80 acre parcel.

Working with chisels and hatchets, father and son hewed 
native rock to build the Caleb Trapp residence, one of the first 
stone structures in the area. They salvaged timbers from 
foundered lumber vessels for the beams of the house and ordered 
hardware from New York. At a time when most people in the area 
were living in modest frame dwellings, the stone house was a 
noted structure. In his memoirs, John Sewell, an early Miami 
businessman, recalled seeing the Trapp house when he arrived in 
Miami in 1896. The Trapps were noted for their hospitality and 
they often housed guests when the nearby Peacock Inn was full.

In 1895 Harlan Trapp returned to Iowa to marry his childhood 
sweetheart, Minnie Hobart, then brought her back to Florida. The 
couple may have lived on Harlan's property south of Coconut 
Grove. Both pioneering Trapp families had to be resourceful to 
make a living along the rocky shore between Biscayne Bay and the 
wild, tropical interior. The jungle-like terrain made farming 
limited and transportation difficult. In 1940, Minnie Trapp 
recounted the difficulties and the rewards of pioneer life in 
this rugged landscape in a small work, My Pioneer Reminiscences.

Life in the Coconut Grove area centered around Biscayne Bay. 
Until 1897 there was no road from Coconut Grove to Miami and 
boating was the predominant means of travel. Harlan Trapp built 
a sloop to bypass the dangerous panthers and bears in the 
Brickell Hammock. He and his wife went on outings up the Miami 
River to the Everglades.

Most homesteaders at the time were involved in the area's 
first industry, the production of coontie starch. By 1880 there 
were twenty-two starch millers in Dade County. The root of the 
fern-like Coontie, a cycad dug out of the pinewoods, was ground 
and refined into a starch equal to the finest arrowroot. Coontie 
starch was a popular commodity in the Key West markets. The red 
water by-product of the grinding process was an excellent 
fertilizer for plants. The Coontie is too slow-growing, however, 
to have lasted as a harvest crop. By the late 1890s, vegetable 
growing had become more profitable and the industry began its 
slow decline. Caleb Trapp, Harlan Trapp, and Samuel Rhodes were 
active in this industry during their early years in Florida.
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The Trapps also cultivated the Trapp avocado. They 
developed this late-bearing variety with the assistance of the 
noted horticulturist, George Cellon, in 1896. Minnie Trapp 
recalled that they were able to sell the fruit for a dollar each 
at the Royal Palm Hotel, where they made their deliveries by 
boat.

The Trapp families were involved in the first efforts to 
provide education for the Coconut Grove community. The first 
school examination for teachers was held in Coconut Grove in 1886 
at the home of Mrs. Caleb Trapp. Her brother, Samuel Rhodes, was 
appointed to the Dade County School Board in 1887. In September 
of 1887 she was hired as the first teacher for the county's 
District #3 school (Coconut Grove), at a salary of $175 for the 
five month term. Classes were held in Samuel Rhodes' home. Her 
son, Harlan, was hired at the same time to teach in District #2 
{Lemon City section of Miami). Mrs. Trapp was rehired for the 
1888-1889 school year, but Harlan was not re-hired because of his 
inability to teach music. Harlan Trapp's sister, Emma, taught 
the 1892 school year in the Coconut Grove school.

In 1887 the Biscayne Bay Yacht Club was organized by 
Commodore Ralph Monroe, who had settled in Coconut Grove in 1877. 
Harlan Trapp was one of the eight charter members.

Death dates for Caleb and Henrietta are not reported 
consistently. However, the best evidence indicates Caleb died in 
1901 and his wife died sometime after 1904. The house evidently 
remained in the family after Henrietta's death. There were four 
daughters in addition to son Harlan, so perhaps one of them 
resided in the house for a time. City directories list Harlan 
Trapp as a contractor between 1914 and 1925, but he is not listed 
as residing at 2521 Bayshore until 1928. He and Minnie are then 
listed at the Bayshore address from 1928 until 1936. Harlan 
Trapp remodeled and enlarged the home ca. 1927. He also added, 
between 1913 and 1926, three more buildings to house guests, 
servants, and tenants. By 1937 Harlan and Minnie Trapp no longer 
resided in the big stone house. The city directory that year 
shows John Proctor to be the resident. Harlan Trapp was still 
alive in 1951, but his date of death has not been uncovered. 
Minnie lived until 1959.

During the years that Harlan Trapp operated a successful 
general contracting business, he built a number of important
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Miami structures, including the Miami Bank and Trust Company at 
116-118 E. Flagler, the Townley Building at 77 E. Flagler, the 
Dr. P. T. Skaggs Building at 217 12th Street, and the first 
reinforced concrete building in Miami, the Havlin Building, at 31 
N. E. 1st Street. He also built the Four-way Lodge for W. J. 
Matheson.

Minnie Trapp was prominent in the social life of Coconut 
Grove and Miami. The Trapps were invited to luncheons with Julia 
Tuttle and twice they met Henry Flagler. Famous visitors to the 
Trapp home were James Whitcomb Riley, Jack London, William 
Lighton, a contributor to the Saturday Evening Post r and Minnie 
Moore Wilson, who wrote authoritative books on the Seminole 
Indians. In 1897 Minnie Trapp was one of the three founding 
members of the Plymouth Congregational Church. She was a 
talented singer and organist, and helped organize the Miami 
Musical Club. Mrs. Trapp was also a member of the Audubon Club 
and the Miami Woman's Club.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Trapp family home is one of the earliest surviving in 
the Coconut Grove area. The stone house was constructed at a 
time when most dwellings in the area were of wood. Although it 
was enlarged ca. 1927, its noted stone construction is still 
visible. The residence provides tangible evidence of Caleb 
Trapp's abilities as a stone mason. The enlarged residence 
reflects the prosperity of the Trapp family during the Boom 
Period and shows Harlan's skill in working with reinforced 
concrete.

The secondary contributing structures are also integral 
elements in the historic evolution of this property. The "Big 
Apartment" may have been moved to the Trapp homestead from the 
site of the Peacock Inn by Harlan Trapp. Tax records indicate it 
was on the property by 1913. The other two structures were 
probably built by Harlan Trapp in the late 1920s. The "Little 
Cottage" was occupied by the Trapps when Mrs. Trapp could no 
longer climb the stairs in the main house.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Part of lots l f 14, and 15, Block 38, Rhodes New Biscayne, 
as recorded in Plat Book B, page 16, public records of Dade 
County, Florida; being also part of the tract conveyed by Samuel 
Rhodes to Henrietta Trapp, and more particularly described as 
beginning at a pipe at the northwesterly side of Rhodes Boulevard 
marking the SE corner of the lot heretofore conveyed to William 
J. Benn; thence N 40 degrees W parallel with the old fence line 
between the Trapp and Brondigiest lots and 75 feet distant 
therefrom, 543 feet to a pipe at the southeasterly side of 
Tigertail Road, this line passing 44.5 Ft from the S corner of 
the Trapp stone house; thence N 50 degrees E along Main Highway 
75 Ft more or less to a pipe in the southwesterly line of land 
conveyed by Harlan A. Trapp and his wife Minnie B. Trapp to Ella 
M. Lightfoot; thence S 40 degrees E along said Lightfoot land 546 
Ft to a pipe at the northerly side of the Boulevard; thence 
southwesterly along the Boulevard 75 feet more or less to POB.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property includes the entire parcel 
historically associated with the Trapp Homestead.
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1. Trapp Homestead, 2521 South Bayshore Drive
2. Miami, Dade County, Florida
3. Marshall Connally
4. May 1994
5. 2651 Mabry Road NE, Atlanta, GA. 303X9-2813
6. Looking toward Trapp Homestead from South Bayshore Drive? 

	view looking northwest
7. Photo No. 1 of 11

Numbers 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs.

6. Main (southeast) facade of Trapp House, view looking 
northwest

7. Photo No. 2 of 11

6. Rear (northwest) elevation of Trapp House, view looking east
7. Photo No. 3 of 11

6. Detail of porch, main (southeast) facade of Trapp House; 
view looking north

7. Photo No. 4 of 11

6. Southwest and southeast elevations of Trapp House, showing 
main facade porch and porte-cochere; view looking north

7. Photo No. 5 of 11

6. Interior detail, Trapp House, showing entrance foyer from 
porte-cochere; view looking southeast

7. Photo No. 6 of 11

6. Northeast elevation of Trapp House; view looking southwest
7. Photo No. 7 of 11

6. Interior detail, Trapp House, showing living room; view 
looking east

7. Photo No. 8 of 11

6. Efficiency, main (southwest) elevation; view looking north
7. Photo No. 9 of 11

6. Big Apartment, southeast elevation; view looking north
7. Photo No. 10 of 11
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6. Little Cottage, main (southeast) facade; view looking 
northwest

7. Photo No. 11 of 11
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