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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

{.-several of the design types present at Burns Court (please refer to MRNS #2, Burns

Number 1213 North Palm Avenue is a one and two-story stucco-finished, Mediterranean
Revival Style, concrete-block construction building which was designed by architect
Thomas Reed Martin for the L. D. Reagin family. Mr. L. D. Reagin was owner and
editor of the Sarasota Daily and Weekly'Times.2 In plan and elevation the structure
consists of three contiguous one-story blocks located at the south elevation and a
two-story rear elevation which intersects the one-story blocks at the north elevation.
Each of the three one-story blocks is characterized by the use of flat roofs surrounded
by flat parapets. The two-story wing is topped by a gable roof which originally was
pierced by a shaped parapet which appeared at the second or central bay of the second
story. (The shaped parapet with its foliated, scrolled cartouche was removed (date
unknown) - and was replaced by a continuous gabled-eave overhang. In massing the one-
story blocks are remini:scent -of Mr. Martin's "Floridan architecture"” as well as

Court Historic District). Early photographic documentation is supplied by an aerial
photograph of circa 1935, which shows the flat-decked roof surfaces of the three
one-story, contiguous blocks, located at the south elevation, as well as the upper
story of the two-story block which intersects at the north elevation.? The L. D.
Reagin Residence is relatively intact with the exception of the entrance porch which
is a three-bay, one-story block located at the east corner of the south elevation.
The entrance porch ‘has a replacement door (with a nine-light upper half and a cross-
braced paneled lower section which is located between the lock and bottom rails. The
windows which flank the second or central bay door have replacement jalousie windows.
The structure is deceptively small from the North Palm Avenue elevation, yet the three
one-story blocks intersect with the two-story wing located at the rear elevation.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF PRESENT AND ORIGINAL PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The one and two-story stucco-finished concrete-block construction Mediterranean Revival
Style building located at 1213 North Palm Avenue was designed by prominent local archi-
tect Thomas Reed Martin for L. D. Reagin, owner and editor of the Sarasota Daily Times.”
Photographic documentation is supplied by an aerial photograph circa 1935 which includes
a view of the south and east elevations of Number 1213 North Palm Avenue.® The aerial
photograph (attached) clearly shows the flat-roofed surfaces of the three one-story
blocks located at the south elevation. Partitioned roof parapets divided each of the
roof areas of the blocks--each flat-roofed surface may well have served as sunning
decks. Rising above the flat-roofed surfaces, the upper story of the two-story wing
located at the north elevation of the structure is also visible in the early aerial
photograph. The gable roofed two-story wing included French doored openings located

at the first and third bays of the second story--the French doors presumably opened on
to the roof decks. The second or center bay was formerly topped by a shaped parapet,
with a scrolled foliated cartouche located at the crest of the shaped parapet. The
ornamental cartouche was similar in design to the cartouche present at the shaped parape
located at the southwest elevation. At an unknown date the shaped parapet was removed
and the gabled roof line extends along the area formerly occupied by the masonry pedim
Currently, the stucco facade is painted a pink hue which is alleged to have been

Mrs. L. D. Reagin's favorite color and therefore similar to the original facade tint.”’
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The entrance facade is located at the south elevation with a facade divided into two
design units which are similar in massing and ornamentation to several of the design
types executed by Thomas Reed Martin at Burns Court (please refer to MRNS #2, Burns
Court Historic District). Massing ig also reminiscent of the "Floridan Architecture"
designs also designed by Mr. Martin. The entrance porch is located at the southeast
corner of the entrance or south elevation. The one-story entrance porch is lower in
scale than the adjoining southwest block and is divided into three bays which consist
of a door flanked by windows located at the first and third bays. The door is
approached by a simple stoop protected by stock metal railing, and the entire
entrance porch is protected by an awning projection.

The western division of the south elevation is characterized by the use of massive
masonry piers which project above the flat roof line and form capped post parapets.
Each pier flanks a shaped pedimented parapet which is crested by a stylized cartouche
located at the apex of the shaped parapet. A pair of shallow cartouches also appear
as applied ornamentation to the stylized masonry piers. Connected by a continuous
sill, a set of three windows appears within a round arched enframement located at

the area bounded by the stylized masonry piers. This round arched window is
currently protected by a semi-circular canvas awning.

At the west elevation of 1213 North Palm Avenue, vertical angled bays are applied to
the otherwise one-story horizontal structure. Beginning at the southernmost corner
which is marked by a stylized masonry pier, the next vertical projection is an
exterior chimney which is higher in elevation than the stylized pier projections.
The second stylized masonry pier flanks the fourth bay. Two of the recessed facade
plans are pierced by a round arched casement window with projecting sill.

The north elevation is primarily the two-story block previously discussed. Round-
headed window openings with arched transoms appear at the east and west elevations
of the two-story block. A one-story rear or service porch is provided at the north
elevation. Exterior chimneys are located at the west elevation and a two-story
exterior chimney is located at the northeast corner of the two-story wing. Window
types include French doored casement openings,and several jalousied windows.

An original one-story, one-car concrete block construction stucco-finished garage
located at the northwest corner of the Reagin property appears in the Sanborn
Insurance Map of 1929.9 The original auto out-building exists today with the
minor alteration of a replacement garage door.

ALTERATIONS: The entrance porch located at the southeast corner of the south or
main entrance elevation has been altered by the removal of original windows and
substitution of jalousie glass windows, a pair of which flank the entrance door.
This entrance door also is not original; the replacement consists of a multi-paned
glazed upper half and crossed-style wood paneled lower. Jalousie windows have also
replaced what I would assume to have been wood casement windows which appear within
the round arched triple-windowed enframement located at the west side of the south
elevation. The shaped parapet which formerly was located above the central bay of
the south elevation of the two-story rear wing has been removed as well (date
unknown) .
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SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The one and two-story Mediterranean Revival structure located at 1213 North Palm
Avenue was built bYOThomas Reed Martin and occupied by the family of L. D. Reagin by
September of 19z6.7° L. D. Reagin was the owner and editor_ of the Sarasota Times
‘newspaper, having purchased the newspaper in March of 1924. The Reagin residence
was located at the south side of the block on which the new plant and offices of

the Sarasota Times were subsequently erected. Mr. Reagin contigued to operate the
newspaper until it went into receivership in December of 1929. In massing and
architectural design number 1213 North Palm Avenue resembles several of the entrance
facades present at Burns Cout, which were also designed by Thomas Reed Martin (please
refer to MRNS #32, Burns Court Historic District). The three, one-story entrance
block facades which Mr. Martin designed at 1213 North Palin Avenue are reminisecent

of his "Floridan architecture" bungalows.l3714 The design and site orientation of t--
-Reagin residence were well-suited for the Florida climate-with casement windows,
entrance porches and thick stucco-surfaced exterior facades.

TEXT SUPPORTING SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Number 1213 North Palm Avenue is located on a sige which was purchased by L. D. Reagin
from the Burns Realty Company in April of 1925. The L. D. Reagin Residence site
abutted the First Street property site which became the home of the Sarasota Times
newspaper of which Reagin was at that time owner and editor.lG By 1927-28 City
Directory, Leslie D. Reagin was listed as the "Vice President of the Morris Plan
Company of Sarasota, President of Sarasota Publishing Company, and owner, Sarasota
Daily and Weekly Times with his home at 350 North Palm Avenue."l7 The Sarasota Times
newspaper, which was owned and edited for the first quarter of the twentieth century

by Mr. and subsequently, Mrs. C. V. S. Wilson, was sold in 1923 to T. J. Campbell and
J. H. Lord, who in turn sold the newspaper on 3/27/24 to L. D. Reagin.18 In addition
to the purchase of the Sarasota Times, Leslie D. Reagin commissioned the prominent
architect, Dwight James Baum, to construct a new office and press building for the
Sarasota Times on what was then Seventh Street, near Broadway. (For further discussion
of the Sarasota Times Building, please refer to MRNS #36, location 1214-1216 First
Street.) The Sarasota Times newspaper went into receivership on Monday, December 9,
1929. After the folding of the Sarasota Times, Leslie D. Reagin served as 58stmaster
of the City of Sarasota beginning in 1933 until his retirement July 31, 1945.

Ironically, the architectural attribution of the L. D. Reagin residence is supplied
by an article entitled, "City Architect Attrats (sic) Statewide Attention"--which
appeared in the Sarasota Herald newspaper. The residence was mentioned in the
Herald article which was devoted to the work of the architect Thomas Reed Martin--the
L. D. Reagin residence was singled out as one of Mr. Martin's architectural achieve-
ments. Based on the newspaper article, the L. D. Reagin residence was completed by
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September of 1926.22 [Please also refer to MRNS #19, H. B. Williams Residence. ]

The massing of number 1213 North Palm Avenue resembles Mr. Martin's earlier work in
Burns Court. Several of the entrance blocks of the fifteen Burns Court bungalows
resemble the flat-roofed and shaped parapet roof-line of the south elevation of

1213 North Palm Avenue. The design of the one-story south elevation is also
reminiscent of Mr. Martin's "Floridan Architecture.” Thomas Reed Martin popularized
"Floridan architecture,"” with advertisements which appeared in the Sarasota Times

in the 1920's. Advertising copy included: "Floridan architecture, a home design

to suit our climate andzgnvironment . - . All work is perscnally designed by myself.
I build no duplicates." His one-story Spanish bungalow houses were particularly
suited to the Florida climate and were advertised in, among other sources, the
1923-24 sarasota City and County Directory.24 The massing of the one-story or o
entrance pavilions generated monumentality. The presence of porches and casement
windows provided needed cross-ventilation. The flat deck surfaces of the one-story
entrance pavilion of 1213 afforded, one would suspect, sundecks, sunning having
become popular in the 1920's, while the two story elevation provided a view of
Sarasota Bay overlooking the Owen Burns' property located just south of the Reagin
house. The second story elevation, in addition to providing a view, would have also
allowed additional bay breezes from the west and south elevations for the living
quarters.
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