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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Grams Building is located in the heart of the o0ld commercial area of

Winona which is situatéd one block south of the old steamboat levee. The
area is now severely deteriorated in some portions while undergoing clearance
in others.

Designed in the burgeoning, early Italianate phase of architectural design,
the building retains overtones of Gothic design, especially at the femestration
and should be properly classified as an example of "transitional" architecture,
Despite some alteration to the front facade (i.e., the boarded windows and
the loss of the carved cornice) the building should still be moted for its
rare retention of the original, first-floor colonade. Surviving are the cast
iron pilaster columns, many of the original doors and much of the original

millwork., The limestone door and window sills at the foundation line are
also intact,

The interior has been considerably altfﬁgd'over many years of
differing use, but retains its original spatial arrangement. The structural
condition, while.in fair.congdition,: is igcreasingly in need of attention

as is the exterior brick work and ornaméntal detail.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Built ca. 1868}y as part of the old Second Street Commercial Club of Winona,
the Grams Building is symbolic of the once common but now nearly extinct style of
dommercial architecture built in the upper Mississippi Valley afo;/jhe Civil War,
Transitional in style,.the biiilding is primarily early Italianatd~But with Gothig
overtones. The latter can be recognized where the original window glazing has been
retained. Although having suffered the use of its original iron or wood cornice
trim, the building facade nevertheless has undergone surprisingly little alteration.
This is especially true of the first floor, which despite having lost some of its
original windows, has still not suffered the "modernization' of aluminum or plastic
so common to the older commercial architecture of midwestern cities. This point
alone architecturally separates the Grams Building from most of Winona's other
commercial buildings. Also, noteworthy to the front facade is the retention of
the cast iron Corinthian columns added to the building in the 1880s.

The Grams Building has served a varied 'and still not altogether known
commercial history in the city of Winona. 1Its history can be traced to the early
1870s when part of the building contained a farm implement dealer, J, B. Kirch & Co.
which remained its prime occupant until the late 1880s. 1In the mid-1890s, La¥Fch
& Son, the major wholesale and retail grocery house in the city became its occupant.
Latch is probably its most historically significant occupant-as it was the. largest
of a number of produce concerns generated by the rail and river traffic through
Winona. The company built or occupiled between 1866 and the 1930s a major portion .
of the Second Street commercial district and was its top commercial enterprise.
Since 1933, the building has been primarily occupied by the Grams Feed and Seed
Store and for which it is now known,

Various portions of the building have also held, during its colorful
history, a saloon, a clothing store, a cigar manufacturery a real estate office
and a physician's office.
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