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which is topped by a delicate Fedexal octagonal cupola. A small one

Ly story addition has beén added to the rear in recent years to serve the
needs of the Town Office, which this o0ld building currently houses.
The school is of frame construction on a granite and brick foundation.
The exterior is covered in clapboards and features a projecting, simply
molded cornice. The whole structure is painted white. The windows, of
which there are eight in the original portion, are rectangular with
sash hung in a twelve over eight fashion. There are two per side, and
the front elevation features the addition of a door near the right hand
corner.

The Alna School is a small s:;9re building with a low hipped roof

The cupola, which is of a slightly later date than the original
1795 fabric, is the building's most distinguished feature. It adds an
architectural quality to the small building and is well scaled with the
school's simple proportions. It is an open structure with its corners
marked with posts. Each of the eight openings has a railing across the
bottom and is capped with shallow eliptical arches. Above is a projecting
cornice below an octagonal, bell-shaped roof which is topped with a short
spire.

The interior has been much altered, the original school furnishings
having been removed. The chief interest of the building lies in its
original exterior, the general form of which resembles that of a contemporary
(1794) schoolhouse in Bath now destroyed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This small framestructure of 1795 with its graceful little cupola

is the second oldest surviving one room schoolhouse in Maine.
at York, dates from approximately fifty years earlier.

The oldest

A comparison of

the two reveals the crudeness of the earlier and served to illustrate a
change in the way of life and building practices in Maine during the latter

half of the 18th century.

The earlier structure is indicative of an uneasy,

frontier-type existence where expediency determined form and style; while
the later, the Alna School, reflects a secure and increasingly prosperous
era after the Revolution when buildings became more refined and more

architectural in pretention.

It was voted in May of 1795, scarcely a year after Alna's eeparation
from Pownalborough and incorporation, to build two new schoolhouses_ to
augment the opé existing structure. Vﬁé//
and Samuel &623111, each to raise one building before September for a cost

not exceeding 50 pounds.

The cupola was added a few years after the initial construction.

The job was given to Moses

rlton

It is unclear as to which was actually responsible
for the construction of this the surviving one of the pair.

The

building served as a school well into the twentieth century but was remodeled
somewhat a few years ago to accommodate the Alna Town Office which it
continues to house.
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