INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Montana
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Chouteau
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY DATE
(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) NUV il ) 1-974

‘Citadel Rock.(éathedral Rock)

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Citadel Rock

STREET AND NUMBER:
Lot~ y—Seetionmr +6;-T24N, RI3E™ E of Fort Bertom

CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:

28 milTes—east—of Fort Benton viciu+, 2

STATE CopE | |COUNTY: cope
Montana 30 Choteau 015
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE

OWNERSHIP STATUS

(Check One) - u TO THE PUBLIC

[ District [ Building Public Public Acquisition: ] Occupied Yes:

Site [ Structure (] Private [ In Process Unoccupied ] Restricted

[ Object (] Both [ Being Considered (] Preservation work Unrestricted

in progress O No

'F’_REvSENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Agricultural [] Government ] Park [0 Transportation ] Comments
[ Commercial [ Industrial [:] Private Residence Other (Specify)

[0 Educational [ Military [J Religious Mmen;

[C] Entertainment [J Museum [ Scientific

ER' 'S NAME:
State of Montana (Department of Lands & Investments)

STREET AND NUMBER:

Capitol Building

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: 7 ODF

Helena _ ' Montan

RURIIUONW

.3Llv.Lls

Chouteau County Courthouse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE

nesjnoy)

tALNNOD

Fort Benton

T

Montana Historic Sites Inventory égff
paTe oF sURVEY: September, 1968 [ Federal State e

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Montana Department of Fish and Game

STREET AND NUMBER: N

Mitchell Bulldlng

HIEGWNN ANLN3

CITY OR TOWN: STATE: U Tol

Helena Montana 30

alva

ATINO 35N SdN 304




(Check One)
[ Excellent Good ] Fair [T} Deteriorated [ Ruins [C] Unexposed

CONDITION

(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered [} Unaltered ] Moved O(iginal Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in the scenic "white rocks" section of the upper
Missouri River, Citadel Rock is a dark conglomerate of Ter-—
tiary igneous rock which has been thrust upward through the
white sandstone of the area. This tower of rock rises sharply
to over 100 feet above the Missouri and constricts the river
to its narrowest channel in this area, slightly over 300 feet.

There are actually two rocks, the smaller one being a
replica of the larger about 40 feet high and located immedi-
ately to the north of the Citadel Rock. The land is guite dry
and broken, with a sparse cover of sage, grasses and prickly
pear cactus. Isolated Cottonwoods of various sizes are scat-
tered along the banks of the muddy Missouri.

At a glance, this area appears essentially the same as it
did when Lewis and Clark first noted the rock in 1805. The
site is located on state school trust land and is being leased
for cattle grazing. A closer inspection reveals that several
improvements for this purpose have altered the appearance of
this site to some extent. During the late 1960's the lessee
dug a bulldozer trail which switch backs down the crest
of the ridge from the plain above to the river's edge to pro-
vide access to water for his cattle. The entire length of the
crest of the ridge was also fenced.

Today, the trail has washed out in several places and a
new metal gate has been installed where the ridge meets the
Citadel Rock. The Department of Fish and Game plans to remove
the scars and fencing as soon as funds become available.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Citadel Rock has been a landmark and inspiration to
travelers on the upper Missouri River since 1805. The rock
was used to plot the course of the Lewis and Clark Expedition
and was noted by Captain Clark as being "...a high steep black
rock riseing from the waters edge.” It was one of the fea-
tures of the "white rocks" section of the upper Missouri that
contributed to Lewis' immortal entry of May 31, 1805, in which
he coined the now famous phrase "...seens of visionary en-
chantment..."

The rock was named by early fur traders who used it as a
river landmark. Named prior to 1833, Prince Maximilian in
his epic voyage to Fort McKenzie noted it on August 6th of
that year. Citadel Rock was immortalized that day in a now
famous sketch by Maximilian's talented artist, Karl Bodmer.
Bodmer's sketch has been reprinted many times and Citadel
Rock today serves to emphasize the accuracy and detail which
made the artist Bodmer famous.

The rock inspired Maximiliian to write of it again on
his downstream voyage of September 16, 1833, when he ..."passed
the Citadel Rock, to which we bid adieu for ever, not without
regret.”

Until the late 1800's, Citadel Rock was also a landmark
to Steamboat travelers on the upper Missouri and is noted on
most river maps of that era.

In 1967 it was declared a state monument to be maintained
in its original state forever.
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Recreation & Parks Div., Mont. Dept. of Fish & Gamp July 25, 197:

STREET AND NUMBER:

Mitchell Building

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Montana 30

Helena

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

National X State [} Local ([
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Ashle¥ C. Roberts

Title State Historic
Preservation Officer

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
The recommended

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Director, Olﬁce of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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