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1. Name of Property
historic name Daniel Saunders School

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 243 South Broadway I I not for publication
city or town  Lawrence vicinity

state  Massachusetts code MA county Essex code 009 zip code 01843

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

| hereby certify that this j/ _ nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the property ~ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significant at the following level(s) of significance:

national statewide */ local
Signature of certifying official Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
Signature of commenting official Date
Title State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby,y6ertify that this property is:

. entered In the National Register . determined eligible for the National Register
determined not eligible for the National Register . removed from the National Register

other (explain:)

ignature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

X private X building(s) 1 0 buildings
public - Local district 0 0 district
public - State site 0 0 site
public - Federal structure 0 0 structure

object 0 0 object
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing) listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
] ) ] (Enter categories from instructions)
(Enter categories from instructions)

. WORK IN PROGRESS: Multiple Dwelling
EDUCATION/schooi

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19” and 20* CENTURY REVIVALS/ ]
foundation: CONCRETE
Classical Revival walls: CONCRETE, BRICK

roof: SYNTHETICS: rubber

other:
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing
resources if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the
property, such as its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

The former Danid Saundars Schodl (Saundars Schiool) is a Classicd Reviva-stylebrick building with cagt-gtone trim.

Locaed a 243 South Broadway in Lawrence, Massechusatts, the schoal was congtructed in 1931. It dandson a 0.66-ecre

parcd on the south Sde of the Merrimack River, bounded by Bowdoin Stregt to the north, Chester Street to the south,

South Broadwaey to the eedt, and abuitting parcd's to the west. The Saundars Schoadl replaced aschodl building on the same
dte that was destroyed inafire. The building is st badk from the dreet, with itsfaBade (eest devation) facing onto South
Broadway. A lawn, which terminates a a row of shrubs located dong the sdewak, frontsthe building. The rear of the
property is paved for vehicular acoess The lot is two blocks west of the Lawrence ralroad yard. The building is
aurrounded primarily by resdentid properties dating from the late 19" and early 20* centuries. A group of pogt-World
Wa Il low-rise commercid buildings eedt of the property provide a buffer between the schod and the rail yard. Few
resdentia buildings remain dong South Broadway, and of those that do, many have been converted to commerdd usss
The exterior of the Saunders Schoadl isin good condition, and the interior retains itsorigina plan as well as some higtoric
dooars, built-ins, and a fireplace.

Narrative Decription

The Saundas Schod building was congructed in 1931 in the Classicd Revivd syle. The two-gtory, plus raisd
besament, schodl is st on a concrete foundation with a rectangular footprint. The building is mesonry congtruction of
conarete blocks with a sx-course Hemish-bond brick venesr. A bevded conarete water table runs above the raisd
besamat on al devations The building is covered by aflat roof with an interior-end brick chimney and a pargpet. The
pargpet is gepped a the centra bay of the facade (eest devation) and is finished with concrete coping. An ogee-profiled
concrete comice runs dong al devations (Photograph 1).

Ceatrd bays project dightly from the north, south, and eest devations The largest projecting bay, on the eest facade,
damarcates the main entrance to the schoal (Phatogrgphs 2-4). The eedt devation is deven bays in width, with the
entrance Stuated in the centrd bay. The bay rises to the roofline, where it becomes part of the comice as a concrete
aeteblature compossd of triangular pediment and frieze engraved to reed "DANIEL SAUNDERS SCHOOL." The
tympanum of the pediment is adorned with the carving of an open book, the date 1931, and aribbon. The entrancebay
door sysam isfronted by ahalf-flight of concrete gairs. The entrance holds a st of double-leaf, non-historic, metd doors
with asingle-light transom dating to the 1980s A blind ssgmeattd arch stuated above the transom isframed by a conaree
ach that regs on pilagers with square capitds, which are engraved with a floral motif A diamond-shgped concrete
omamat islocated in agpandrd pand above the door surround. A seriesof Sx, full-height, panded brick pilagters rise to
the comice The watertable sarves as the bese of the pilagters, and a conarete stringeourse runs b ow the comice, topping
eech pilagter. A concrete capitd for each pilagter is Stuated betwean the comice and the gringcourse, with the exception
of the two pilagters defining the centra bay. They support the pedimented entablature.

Fenegtraion on the esst (photo 1) and west (photo 6) devations, with the exception of the centrd bays on the esdt

devaion, condgs of regularly soecaed sngle window openings. All window openings have conarete lug sills and soldier
lintels. Openings hold non-higtoric, three-saeh metd windows with operable lower sesheslikely dating to the 1980s The

centrd fafade bays (eest devation) have amdler single openings that hold non-historic, 1/1, double-hung metd saghes
dso dating to the 1980s Directly below the entablature in the centrd faBede bay is a paired window opening thet holds

two non-higtoric, triple-sash metd windowswith operable lower sashes The basament leved hes regularly soeoed two-
light windows on both devations. Basament-level window openings are st on concrete lug sills, the watateble forms a
lintel course for the besamat windows.

(continued)
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Seoondary  entrances are Stuated within the projecting centrd  bays on the north and south devations (photos 5, 6, 7).
Doors ae non-higtoric, doublelleaf metd with single-light transoms, replacing the original doors inthe 1980s Raked,
pedimented hoods with scrolled brackets top both secondary entrances. On eech devation ebove the entrance is alarge,
multi-sash arched window framed by an arched brick soldier coursewith akeystone. Window openings have concrete lug
dlls. On dther dde of the centrd bay, unfenestrated bays are filled with flush brick pands defined by flush soldier
aurounds forming a rectangle with conarete comer blocks. Pand-brick pilagters flank the centrd bey and define the
comersof both the north and south devations. The weater table defines the bese of the pilagters and a concrete sringcourse
runs bdow the comice topping each pilagter. A concrete capitd for eech pilagter is Stuated betwean the comice and the
dringcourse. A amadl, onegtory addition extends from the eedt bay of the south devation (photo 5). Condructed of
dretcher-bond brick, the addition hes ashed roof ad adoor facing west.

The rear (west) devation isdivided into three banks of windows (Photogrgph 6). Pand-brick pilagters ddinegte each bank
and the comers of the building. The watertable defines the bese of the pilagters, and a concrete gringcourse mns bdow
the cornice topping eech pilagter. A concrete capitd for each pilager is Stuated between the comice and the gtringoourse.
Two projecting entrances, each holding single-leaf non-historic metad doors dating to the 19805 are located a the
besament levd. Thesevedtibules are brick with barrd-vault roofs.

INTERIOR

The Public Safety files & the Massachusetts Archives do nat contain architecturd plans for the Danid Seundars Schod
building; however, an on-Ste assesamat of the interior during an August 2009 Ste visit indicates the origind floor planis
intact. The besement leved is composad of large rooms raher then amdler dassooms. This levd is reeched from all
entrances by half-flightsof gairs, with the exception of the main entrance on the et devation (Photogrgph 8); all dairs
but those a the main entrance are unfinished concrete The main entrance dair is finished with mbber treeds The
besamat levd wadls ae finished with glazed brick laid in a sretcher bond, and floorsare ether unfinished concrete or
finished with non-historic vinyl tile. Window openings a the besamat levd have danted concrete sills.

Thefirst and ssoond floors have a double loaded-corridor floor plan. A man north-south corridor runs the length of the
building and isflankedby dassooms. Stairwells are located a the ends of the corridor (Phaotogrgph 9). Classooms are
finished with textured ceilings, panted wals, non-higtoric vinyl tile flooring, and non-higtoric rubber besdooards
Windows on the first and ssocond floors retain their historic wood surrounds and sills. Corridors have painted ceilings,

painted concrete-block wallswith wood chair rails, non-higtoric vinyl tile flooring, and non-historic rubber basdboards

Interior wood trim around the dassroom walls, built-in wood cabinetry, and some historic wood doors and radiators have
ben retained. Afireplacewith an original wood mantd is present in one of the first-floor dassooms While this unusud

festure raisssthe possibility that the room wiss not designed to be a dassroom, itsorigind use could nat be determined &

this time. Smdler rooms on the first and ssoond floors are finished with non-historic vinyl tile flooring, wood panded

walls, and acoudticd-tile ceilings (Phatogrgph 10). Restrooms throughout the schod have non-higtoric fixtures, including
vinyl tileflooring and mbber besgboards

Archasodlogical Description

While no andient Native American dtes are located on the schod property, it is possble that dtes ae present. Ten
andent dtesare known in the generd area(within one mile). Environmentd characteridtics of the property indicate some
locetiond criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presance of many types of Native
dtes The schod is located on aleve to moderatdy doping plain on the south sde of the Merimack River. However,
the schodl is dso located more than 1,000 feet from the nearest wetlands, afactor that may reduce the overdl andat dte
sengtivity for thisarea The schoadl is located gpproximately one-haf mile south of the Merimack River, and onemile
wes of the Shawvsheen River. The entire city of Lanvrence lies within the Merrimack River drainege. Soils on the schodl
property are generdly sandy, formed in glacia outwash depodts on glacid outwash plains. Given the above information,
known pattams of andent Native American sattlement inthe Merrimack River Badn, the sze of the nominated property
(066 ares), ad impacts assodiated with congtruction of the origind Saundears Schoal on the ste in 1880 and the existing
schoal, which hes afull besemat, in 1931, alow potentid exigts for locating ancient Native American resources on the

(continued)
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Name of Property
schodl property. Any andient Native American resources that might have bean located on the property were destroyed by
congmction of the 19* and 20* century schoals, parking arees rdaed outbuildings, and utilities.

A modade potentiad exigs for locating historic archaeologicd resources on the Saundars Schod property. Stmcturd
evidence from the origind Saunders Schod (ca. 1847), outbuildings, and archaeologicd evidence of rdated utilities may
arvive on the schod property.  Any potentia archaeologica  resources that survive from the origind schod would
postidate 1860, the year that school was moved to the property. The original schodl received a large addition during its
move to the present dte. Structurd evidence and congmction features may survive from the ca 1847 schod ad
additions mede in 1860. The exiging Saunders Schod was built in 1931 on its higtoric Ste after the origind school
bumed earlier that year. The exigting schod islarger that its predecesor.

No buildings, sructures, or objects that predate 1830 are known for the Saundars Schoal property.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)
for National Register listing)
ARCHITECTURE
A Property is associated with events that have made a
* significant contribution to the broad patterns of our EDUCATION
history.
e B Rropgrty is. associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past
C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1931-1961

individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1931 - construction and opening

Criteria Considerations
{Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply) Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B Is mariced above)
Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
A purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C ahirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

- . Architect/Builder
E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

M. Joseph G. Morissette, architect

F acommemorative property. Stephen D'Urso and Son, Inc., builders

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of dgnificance for the former Saundears Schod extends from 1931, when it was congmcted, to 1961. The
building functioned as a schoal from the time of its constmction through 2006; thus, the fifty-year cutoff (1961) is usd &
the dlosng datefor the period of significance.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary) NA
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria)

The Danid Saundars Schod (Saunders Schooal) is significant a the loca level under National Regiger Criterion A for its
higtorical assodation with the devdopment of Lanrence MA, &s reflected in the education of its children, in the twentieth

century. Tremendous population growth occurred during the last decedes of the 19 and early decades of the 20*

centuries as the city baecame one of the great manufacturing centarsin New England. The Saundars Schodl building isdso
sgnificant a the loca levd under National Regiger Criterion C as arepresentaive example of apublic schod building

desgned in the Classicd Revivd syle. Additionally, the Saunders Schod mey be arare secular building designed by M.
Josph G. Morisstte, alocd architect primarily assodated with ecdesadticd buildings. Snce the building's completion
in 1931, the Saunders Schod hes undergone interior dterations to modemize the dassooms ad restrooms. Exterior

dterations have bemn limited to the ingtalation of anew roof, doors, and windows dating to the 1980s Dexpite these late
20*-century changes the building retains its character-defining Classica Revivd features and overdl integrity of design,
materids, workmanship, location, feeling, assodation, and setting. No longer needed as a school, the building is inthe
processof converson to affordable, supportive housing for formerly homdess people.

Narrative Statement of Significance (provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance)

The Saundas Schod building sanding today & 243 South Broadway was condructed to replace an earlier school
building located on the same lot. The earlier wood-frame schod building and its freestanding anex building were
desroyed ina 1931 fire; rebuilding provided the city an opportunity to congruct a modem, fireproof schodl that could
accommodate more sudents The new school was subgtantidly larger then its predecessor, dlowing it to better sarvethe
quickly expanding population, which had grown from 62,559 in 1900, to 94,270 in 1920. The congtruction of the schodl
reflected aschod building campaign initiated by the city of Lanrencein the 1930s in order to provide aquality education
to the growing Sudent population.

The Saundars Schod is a represantative example of the Classicd Reviva gyle of architecture. 1t wes designed by M.
Josph G. Morisste, a Lawvrence native and resident. With the exception of the Saundars Schoal, Morissettes known
commissions are churches and assodated sthools and rectories

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)
Historic Context

FOUNDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF LAWRENCE

Compaosd of land that was once part of the present-day  towns of Andover and Methuen, Lanrence wiss incorporated as a
town in 1847 and became acity in 1853. In 1843, agroup of businessmen including William and Abbot Lanvrence, as well
& Andover woolen manufecturer Daniedl Saunders established the Merrimack Water Power Association and st out to
hamess the waterpower of the Merrimack for indudtrid purposes The investors, who became known as the Bogton
Assodates established the Essex Company to produce textiles, hamessng the Merrimack River to power their looms
Lanrence, named &fter its pnncipal stockholder, was laid out es aplanned textile community with mills, boardinghouses
dwelling houses schoadls and other sarvices similar to an eaxlier venture in Lowell, Massachusdtts, ten miles to the west.
Lanrence grew rapidly to become ane of the nation's largest textile manufacturers.

In 1845, the Essex Company purchasad 4,313 acres of land north and south of the river from Methuen and Andover

landowners The Essex Comparty dammed  the river and arested cand's north and south of the river. The completion of the
gredt done dam in 1848, and the North Cand in 1849, spurred further sattlement in Lawrence. By 1850, the Essex

Compary hed laid out a complete street grid north of the Merrimack River. The population, which hed just numbered 100

in 1845, had, by 1850, increased to 8,358 and was composed mainly of immigrants seeking employment in thetextile

mills. In 1880, the population hed increesed again, totaling 17,639, 42% of whom were foreign-bom. Lanrence wes an

(continued)
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immigrant city, & it aounded with skilled and unskilled workers from dmost every nation in Europe, including Irdland,
Fance, Itay, Gamany, Belgium, Poland, and Lithuania. In addition, there was a mgjor influx of French Canadians The
population of Lawnrence continued to grow, rising from 17,639 to 28921 by the 1870s Devdopment in Lavrence
continued goece in the lagt decedes of the 19¢ century as the mills and factories continued to progper. In 1890, the
population hed risen to 44,654, 45% percent of whom wereforeign bom.'

Following itsincorporation asa town in 1847, Lawrenceformed a committee responsible for establishing a school system
that would ensure the children of Lawrencereceived a proper education. The school committee was composed of James
D. Herrick, Dr. William D. Lamb, and Daniel Wood. The committee sought the guidance of Horace Mann, who is
considered the father of the American public schoal, to plan the future of the Lawrence Public School system.'® At that
time Lawrence had three, one-story, district schoolhouses. Two were located in an area that had been part of Methuen-
one on Tower Hill, and the other at the intersection of what is now Prospect and East Haverhill streets. The third
schoolhouse was located south of the river in a section of Lawrence that was previously part of thetown of Andover, near
the intersection of Lowell Road and the Tumpike (present-day intersection of South Broadway and Andover Street). This
third schoolhouse was moved to the comer of South Broadway and Chester Street (the site of the present-day Saunders
School building) in 1860. This building was razed at an unknown time, and a two-story school building had been
constmcted in itsplace by 1895, when it appeared on the Sanborn Firelnsurance Map?

Locd records indicate thet the population rose from 62559 in 1900 to 94,270 in 1920, with foreign-bom resdents
accounting for gpproximatdy 45% pecent of this tad™ Beween 182 ad 1920, seven sthod buildings were
congructed to sarvice the outlying sections of the city, which for many years hed bemn increesing in schod-age
population without adequate educationd facilities to meat their neads' From the time of its founding in 1847 through the
19205 the Lawrence Public School System hed grown in response to the city's population increesss and education nesds

The present Saundars Schodl and its predecessor were named for Danid Saundars (b.1796), akey figure in the formation
of the Mearimack River Water Power Association and the founding of Lavrence. Saundarswas the town'sfirst Tressurer,
ad his son, Danid Saunders . (d.1872), was mayor of Lanvrencein 1860.

CONSTRUCTION OF THE PRESENT-DAY SAUNDERS SCHOOL BUILDING

As depicted on the 1911 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, a two-gory schod building, known as Saundars School, ad a
sparae annex building were located on the lot & 243 South Broadway prior to the congmction of the presant-day
Saundas Schoal. In 1931, the earlier Saunders School and annex were destroyed in afire* Following the fire, Seundars
School dudents atended the Seared Heart Schod until congtruction on the new building wes complete’ As an integra
componatt of the Lawrence Public School Sygeam, the city immediady begen work on congtructing a new, larger
Saundars Schoal, which would continue to educate sudantsin the first, sscond, and third grades. Congtruction of the new
Saundars Schodl building coincided with the city's schoal building campaign, which had become necessary by the end of
the 1920s to kegp pace with the city's expanding population.*

Locd architect M. Josgoh G. Morissette wes sdected to design the new Saundears School, which is his only documented
sscular commission discovered to date. The constmction firm of Stephen D'Urso and Son, Inc. wes awarded a contract on
(continued)

' "Lawrrence History Timeline" from http://www.lawrencehistorycenter.org, accessed January 28, 2010.

A One Hundredth Annual Report of the School Committee, Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1946.

' Dorgan, Maurice B. History of Lawrence, Massachusetts. Massachusetts: Dorgan, 1924: 88.

* "Lawrence History Timeline" from http://wviw.lawrencehistorycenter.org, accessed January 28, 2010.

' The schools constmcted between 1890 and 1920 were the John R. Rollins School (NR) on Prospect Hill, the John K. Tarbox School, the Emily G.
Wetherbee School, the Alexander B. Bruce School, the Gilbert E. Hood School, the John J. Breen School, and the Francis M. Leahy School. An addition
to the Lawrence High School (James D. Home Annex) was also built during this period.

~ Ken Skulski. Lawrence Massachusetts Volume II: Images of America. New Hampshire: Arcadia Press, 1997: 29.

' "Schools Of City Reopen," Lawrence Telegram Newspaper, September 8,1931.

' In 1920, the population of Lawrence had reached 94,270.
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Jdre |, 1931, by the city council to congmct three new schod buildings-Charles S Storrow, Pak Stregt, and Saundars
schools' The Lawrence Tdegram article noted that sub-contracts would be given to loca busnessesand that work would

be restricted to loca labor. The article dso indicated that the sub-contracts would be sgned within one wesk of the lne 1
contract and the congtmction must be completed in 250 working days An additiond gipulation was added for the

Saunda's Schodl, gating apendty of ten dollars for every day over the dlocated constmction period if the schod was not

completed on time.

According to the Eighty Fifth Annua Report of the School Committee (1931), $164,732.87 hed bean goat condructing

the new Saundas Storrow, and Park Streat schools The Lawrence Public Schoals hed dso spat $71,824.29 on repairs to

their 27 exigting buildings, which provided 350 dassrooms 268 of which were a the dementary schod levd. In 1931,
the schod system employed 542 teechers and hed 13975 children enralled in school, dthough the averege attendance was
11,467. The newv Saundas Schoadl building wes located in Didtrict Four, dong with the Wethebee Schod in South

Lanrence. Combined, the two schodls hed 561 students, 206 of which were in the first through third grades & Saeundars
Schoal. In 1931, Saundas Schod was staffed by eight teechers serving under Principa Catherine G. O'Leary. The gtaff,
which hed al taught in the earlier Saundars School building, beginning in 1928, condgted of Mollie B. Marsh (third

grade), Mary A. Wholey (third grade), Annie Brickley (sscond grade), Elizabeth H. Elliott (sscond grade), Agnes R.

Hogan (ssoond grade), Josephine A. Kdley (first grade), Ndlie S Stockpale (first grade), and Z. Alice McKenny (first
grade)." The staff & Saundears School remained the samethrough 1935, and enrollmentfluctuatedbetwean 200 and 230
gudents through thet period.”

Condruction of the new Saundars School, & well & the new Storrow and Park Strest schools, wes completed a8
Lanrence was grappling with the effects of the Grest Depression. Prior to the onst of the Great Depression, Lawrence's
worged mill economy (the city's largest industry) was booming. In 1910, locd industry employed 20,668 people and
produced $58,536,000 worth of goods by 1921, production hed risen to $106,784,289 and employment hed risen to
22,730. The need for worged goods during World War | explains much of the dramaic growth during the late 1910s
These numbars were surpessad in 1923, when production rose to $137,234,057 and employment to 24,493, The onsat of
the Grest Depression forced many amdl manufacturers to dose down, with the number of esteblishments in operation
dropping from twelve to saven batween 1923 and 1932. By 1932, production of worsted goods dropped to $31,229,907
and employment to 11,848

The effects of the Great Depression on the worgted miills were devadding to Lawrence's economy, as the mills reduod
staff by more than 50%. Consequently, New Ded programs such as the Emargency Rdlief Adminigtration (ERA), which
would later beoome the Public Works Administration, were important in providing work to the large number of
unemployed in Lawrence. Projects soonsored by ERA hired loca workers who would eam gpproximatdy twelve dollars a
week. The ERA funded 70% of a project's codt, with the remaining 30% funded by the municipality where the project
wes located”™ Through the ERA, sevard mgjor projects were undarteken in Lavrence, such as the removd of old trolley
tracks, the congruction of Lavrence Municipa Airport, the ingdlation of sawers and water mans throughout the city,
and repairs to the municipa hospitdl. Smdler projects indude atraffic survey, sump removd, the repair of pump gations
repainting of schods and libraries, classification of public records, tree planting on the town's North Common, heeddiones
for soldiers, congruction of abanddand in South Lanvrence, and pest (specificaly caterpillar) eradication.™ Food rations
of butter, cheeseflour,oats and other commodities were provided weekly &t the Everett Mill for those still not working.

In 1936, as the city of Lawrence continued to suffer through the Grest Depression, there was a naticegble dedline inthe
number of children attending school, which a the end of 1936 was down to 10,935. Of these, 179 children were enrolled
(continued)

' "D'Urso Co. Is Given Work On All Three," Lawrence Telegram Newspaper, June 1,1931.

" School Committee Report, 1931.

" School Committee Reports, 1931-1935.

‘Various. History of Lawrence, MA. Lawrence, MA: Shifting Gears Project, 1982.

" Reilly, Barney. "Lawrence and the New Deal," from the collections of the Lawrence History Center.
* An Authentic Record of Federal Emergency Relief at Lawrence, Massachusetts, 1934-1935.
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a Saundars Schoadl. By 1936, the total number of sudents enrolled in Digtrict Four hed dropped to 508, a decreese of 65
dudents from 1935. The schod system hed dosad two schools-Franklin and Hampshire-at the end of the 1935 schoal

year, leaving 25 schod buildings and 327 dassooms With the dosure of schod buildings and overdl dedine in
atendance, there was areduction in staff At Saundas Schoal, afirst- and a seoond-grade teecher were lad off, reduding
the staff from eight to Sx teachers”

The dedine of sudants attending schod in Lawvrence is illustrative of a nationwide trend in education that occurred
during the Great Depresson. As unemployment increesad, familiesincreasingly did not have the financia resourcesto
provide their children with sufficient and nutritious food, let done the supplies necessary to atend school. Childhood
malnutrition increesed during the Depression; in New York City, the hedth depatment reported that just over 20% of
schodl children showed signs of malnutrition in 1932. The Greast Depresson dso had an impact on education nationwide
by causng fisca retrenchment in schods due to a gdhrinking tax bese The doaure of busnesses ad reaulting
unemployment, reduced the revenues generated by locd taxes that hed traditionally supported public schooling. Sate
contributions to education were low prior to the 19305 and the Depresson forced further fiscal dringencies a the Sate
level. Thus, locd schod boards were forced to cut expenses often by reducing the teaching staff and curtailing
educationd programs In the South and Southwest, many schodl boards reduced the length of the schod year and even
dosad sthodls Schodls in Northem industrid gates, which were generdly more progperous, were d<o forced to shorten
the schodl years In some casss; schoal remained in sesson but schoal boards were unable to pay the teaching staff These
teachers ware given promissory notes for their sdaries, which would be paid when additiond revenues had been
collected.™

Enrollment a Saundears Schoal remained inthe 170s through 1938; in 1939, enrollment dropped even further to 152. The
ovedl atendance for al the Lanvrence Schodls hed declined to 10,149 in 1936. Beween 1938 and 1939, ane schodl
building dosad, reducing the overdl number of dassroomsto 320. Thistrend continued through the 1940 schod yeer, &8
two mare schodls daosed, leaving the city with 22 schod buildingsto serve its 9,584 sudents. District Four's enrollment
hed dropped to 415 students, with enrollment & Saundars School down to 141, In the midgt of acontracting student body
and areduction in facilities, the Lawrence Public Schod Sysem was paying more for each sudent throughout the 1930s
The cost per pupil goat by the school sysem hed increesed from $34.12 in 1934 to $116.82 in 1940

A shap economic recovery occurred in 1940-1941 due to wartime contracts; the vaue of goods produced nearly doubled
and employment increesed by 30-40%. Production pesked the following year, when $164,180,768 worth of worsted
goods wes produced by 21,698 employess The rise in worsted good manufacturing can be traced to the onset of World
War |l, with production focused toward the war effort. Worded goods were avita component of the wartime economy
and hdped to temporarily improve Lawrences economy.*

The ealy 1940s brought severd staff changes @ Saundars Schoal. Prior to the 1941 schodl year, Mollie Marsh, athird-
grade teecher a8 Saundars School who had begun teaching in Lawrence in 1895, retired. Saunders Schod  brought in
Horence G. Regen to teech ssoond grade, while the remaining teechers switched teaching assgnments to maintain two
third grade dasses two sscond-grade dasses, and twofirst-gradedasses Prior to the 1942 sthodl yeer, both first grade
teechers-Josephine Kdley and Nellie Stockpale-retired, having taught in Lawrence snce 1893 and 1895, respectively.
Irene V. Cotter and Beatrice A. MdPhee were hired & the newfirst-gradeteachers that year. Staff remaned the same
through 1945, with the exception of anew principal. For the 1944 schodl year, Hden F. Gainey was hired to save as the
new principa of Saunders School."

Economic improvemeant due to World Wer |l did nat increese schodl atendance in Lawrence. Through 1944, the Saundars
sudent population continued to decresse dightly each yeer, reeching 136 sudantsin 1944. That yeer the

(continued)

" School Committee Report, 1936.
‘"Gutek, Gerald L. Education in the United States: An Histoncal Perspective. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, Inc., 1986: 240-241.
" School Committee Reports, 1938-1940.
Various. History of Lawrence, MA. Lawrence, MA: Shifting Gears Project, 1982.
" School Committee Reports, 1940-1942.
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overdl schod atendance inthe city had dropped to 7,104. In 1945, ss WWII was ending, overdl atendance dropped
agan to 6,911, but the atendance a Saundas Schod saw ajump from 135 to 157. This wes a short-lived increese a5
enrollment dropped to 145 the following year. Saundars Schod replaced Beatrice A. MdPhee with a new first grade
teacher, ReginaM. McCarthy, in 1946. The city'soverdl atendancefor 1946 reeched anew low of 6847/

In 1946, the Lawrence Public Schoal Sysem published its one hundredth annud report and prepared awritten esssssat
of the sthodl system for the first time. That yeer, the schod committee took stepsto act on a referendum pessed by the
city to equdize the daries of mde and femde teaches with eguivdent exparience That same year, sdaies throughout
the schod sygem were assessad and increesad a8 necessary. A pre-primary dass dso openad a Bruce Schod for the first
timein 1946 and was popular. According to the report, "'...requests have come from parentsin severd other sactions of the
city to provide amilar acoormodations for their children." The Lawrence Public School System d<o begen a series of
radio programs on the locd dation cdled "Your Schood and Home" which sought to increese parentd interest in what
was heppening in the schools At the fime, Lawrence schodls did not have parent-teecher assodations”™

The public sthod system's atempt to gamer parentd interest occurred as Lawrence's industria economy continued to
collgose. Despite economic rebounds in the worgted mills during World War 11, the overdl textileindustry in Lawrence,
egpedidly cotton, exparienced adow and Seedy dedline from the late 1920s through 1950, for saverd ressons Fird, the
industry wes affected by increesingly restrictive immigration policies after 1921 that reduced the supply of available, non-
unionized labor. Lanrence weas home to 54 different nationdities and 80% of its population wes dther foreign-bom or
first-generation American™* By the 19205 dectricity and seam hed replaced water as a primary powe source, which
meant that aocoess to water was no longer necessary for manufacturing. Improved trangportation reduced the importance of
amill's proximity to amarket; it became increesingly essy to trangport goods farther digances Additionadly, tax rates ad
fud cogts in New England hed become prohibitively expendve, making manufacturing less profitable. These factors led
many mill owners to ssek out new locations or to smply dose down their plants. The first cotton mill to leave Lavrence
was the Atlantic Cotton Mills in 1916. The mill moved to South Carolinawhere land was chegp, there was plentiful, non-
unionized labor, and favorable tax incentives. As cotton mills began to leave or shut down, some light manufacturing
devdoped in its place Bewesn 1926 and 1936, Sixteen new companies (haf of which produced lesther and shoe
products) st up operations in vacant mill buildings. By 1950, dl the cotton mills in Lawrence hed dosad or liquidated
their essts™

Significant dedines in the population accompanied the dosure of cotton mills. From a pesk of goproximatdy 94,200
people in 1920, the population dropped to around 85,000 in 1930; the population remained geedy through the ed of
World Wer 11, In 1949, when suburben aresswere experiencing a podwar boom, Lawrence hed an unemployment rate of
40%. By 1950, the population shrank to just about 80,000. Remaining resdents looked to the wool mills for employment
during this period. However, the production spikes for worgted goods that accompanied World Wer 11 were short-lived.
Increesing southem comptition forced the remaining woolen mills to dose during the 1950s In 1952 and 1954, the
Ameican Wooden Compary dosad its two Lawrence millsAyersMills (2,657 jobs) and Wood Mills (7,000 jobs).
Arlington Mills liquidated their assetsin 1952, Monomec Mills dossd in 1952, and in 1956 Pacific Mills daossd (4,100
jobs).N

Degpite an overdl population loss, schod enrollment in all Lawrence Public Schools began to rebound in 1949, with
and| but geedy increasesthrough 1960. In his 1950 annud report, James F. Hennessey, Supaintendent of Schools noted
that the margina enrollment increesesin 1949 and 1950 were part of anationwide trend. According to Hennessey,

(continued)

A School Committee Reports, 1940-1944.
~ School Committee Report, 1946. Three additional pre-primary classes were opened In 1947 at Arlington, Breen, and Ston-ow schools, for a total of
seven in the city.

N Skulski, Ken. Lawrence Massachusetts Volume II: Images of America. South Carolina: Arcadia Press, 1997.
"various. History of Lawrence, MA. Lawrence, MA: Shifting Gears Project, 1982.
" Various. History of Lawrence, MA. Lawrence, MA: Shifting Gears Project, 1982.
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however, "The enrdllment increase in the Lawrence Public Schodls hes not been as marked as it hes bean in some other
communities, and some other parts of the country. The chief reeson for this difference is that the City of Lamrence,
because of its amdl areg, hes sen many families move to suburben towns" Hennessey conduded, "We have semn a
definite removd of the schodl enrollment away from the schodl digtrictsin the downtown section of the city."

Enrdiment a Saundas School mirrored the overdl growth inthe schod sygem, with modearae enrollment increesss
betwean 19650 and 1960. In 1950, Saunders Schod offered itsfirst pre-primary dass, which wes taught by Josephine C.
Whoalley. That year Saundars had 220 sudents enralled, an increese of 75 sudents from 1946, largdy due to the addition
of apre-primary dass A temporary teecher, Frances E. Peaerson, was d <0 brought inthat year to teech the third grede. In
1951, Lillian B. Haverty became the new principal of Saundears School, which hed 247 sudents enrolled that year. A
seoond pre-primary dasswas added in 1951, with Patricia C. Paquin hired as the pamanant teecher ™

By 1952, atenth staff mambear hed bean hired & Saundars School, and an additiond first-gradedass wes added to sarve
the 283 sudents The gtaff now included: Mary A Whaley (third grade), Agnes R. Hogen (third grade), Mary E. Crowley
(seoond grade), Alice E. Hannon (second grade), Marie R. Barrett (first grade), Alice E. Sullivan (first grade), May R.
Shinnick (first grade), Margaret M. Gregg (pre-primary), and two temporary teechersMargaret F. O'Sullivan (first grade)
and Geaddine Lynch (pre-primary). Superintendent Hamnessey discussed the increese in South Lawrence enrallment in
his 1952 annud report. Hennessy noted thet:

The bulk of new enroliment hes been concentrated in the South Lawrence Schools. While there have bean
increeses gengrdly inall our lower grades the first grade enrollment in the South Lavrence Schods hes
increesed mod of all. Almost 60% moare pupils of al grades atend these schodls now then attended 10
years ago, and mog of this increese is ill in the first four grades This increese hes been due to the
opening of three new housing projects in this area’™

According to the 19563 and 1954 Annud Reports of the School Committes, the congmction of housing devdopments in
South Lawrence hed put a grain on exigting facilitiesand saff, forcing the Lamrence Public Schod Sygtem to find
solutions to cowded dassooms. Same kindergarten (dso referred to & pre-primary) dasses weae cancdled, ad
proposds were submitted for busing older sudentsto central-city schools where there was more soace Growth rdaed to
the new housing devdopments wes evident & Saundars School, which hed 347 students in 1963 and 390 sudants by
1954. In 1953, the two temporary staff positions became permanent, dlowing Saundars Schod to offer two third-grade
dasxs three ssoondgrade dases  three first-grade dasses ad two preprimary dessss In 1954, the school
demographics changed and the school offered three third-grade dasses, two second-grade dassss, three firg-grade dasses
and one preprimary dass A new principal dso came on board in 1954, Bedtrice E. Condon. In order to continue to
accommodde a preprimary dass in 1955, Saundas Schod hed to hold the sessons in a hall a the Besoon Courts
Housing Prgect™*

Following World Wear 11, the city of Lanrence shifted the focus of its economy to merchandisng. A commemorative

booklet, published by the Grester Lawrence Chambar of Commerce in 1953, highlighted Lawrence's growth as a center of

merchandising, both a the wholesde and retail levels. Improvements in trangportation and an expanding uburben bese
hdped the gregster Lanvrence area become a shopping destination for northeestem Massachusatts and southemn New

Hampshire By 1953, retail sdesin the greater Lavrence area totaled more than $140 million per year." Despite Suoossses
of retail and wholesdle merchandising, Lawrence's economy and population remained devadtated by the loss of millsand

the accomparying 20,000 jobs.

(continued)

" School Committee Report, 1950.
" School Committee Reports, 1950-1951
" School Committee Reports, 1952.
School Committee Reports, 1953-1955.
" Horizons Centennial Anniversary 1853-1953. Lawrence: The Greater Lawrence Chamber of Commerce, 1953. 5
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Continued shifts in the population of Lawrence led to the 1957 announcamant that two new dementary schoals would be
condructed in South Lawrence to relieve the overcrowding. 1t wes anticipated the schools-located on Osgood and Hamlet
dregtswould open in 1959. By 1957, Saundas Schod hed increesed its staff to ten pamanat teechers and hed 337
gudents enralled. With such high enrollment, an deventh teecher was added to the staff in 1958, In 1958, staff condgted

of Barbara Coughlin (third grade), Thdma Harvey (third grade), Catherine H. Rivet (third grade), Ann Robishaw (third
grade), Fances V. Hart (sscond grade), M. Genevieve McDondd (second grade), Claire M. O'Connor (sscond grade),
Margaret Hat (first grade), Mary R. Shinnick (first grade), Alice E. Sullivan (first grade), and Natdie Shepard (pre-
primary). Congruction of the city's two new stchodls wes ddayed and they were not reedy for the 1959 or 1960 schoal

year. Thus, enrollment a Seundars Schoal remiained a gpproximatdy 330 in 1959, and rase to 371 in 1960."

Frogt and Kane schools gpened for the 1961 schodl year. Superintendent Hennessey remarked on the schodl openings:

Our sthod buildings are changing. We are al aware of the new concepts in schod architecture. No
longer is the schod built & a monumat to some diginguished public figure or to the pride of the
community. The modern schoal is intended, first of all, to house awel-planned educationd program ad
the design is to be dean and functional as modem safety dandards and sensible economy requiire.

Asdde from showcadng the advancesin schoadl design, the opening of the Front and Kane schodls rdieved pressure on the
exigting schodls in South Lawrence. Enrollment & Saunders Schodl dropped from 371 in 1960 to 190in 1961. Theschool

was eble to house its pre-primary dass on-dte, and was able to reduce itsteaching staff to seven.” By 1963, the growing
population in South Lawrence fostered additional dhanges a Saundars Schoal. Between 1961 and 1962, the schodl wert
from holding ane pre-primary dassto three pre-primary dasses The schod was staffed by nine teechers, and enrollment
hed risen to 241 by 1963. In 1963, Saundas Schod hdd a fourth-grade dass for the first time. The following yeer,

Saundas Schodl eddad afifth-gradedassfor the first time. No schodl commiittee reports are available after 1967.

LAWRENCE: 1960 - THE PRESENT

From 1980 to 1980, the city's population decreesad from 80,000 to 64,000. High unemployment rates continued to plague
Lanvrence through the 19680s In regponss, the city worked to atract new indudries such as Honeywdl and Generd

Electric, which both opened new facilitiesin Lawrence. Honeywdl Information Systems occupied the former Ayer Mill in
South Lanvrence from 1962-1966. However, the company's brief gint in Lawrence did little to curb unemployment.” The
former mill buildings began to be usad for warehousing, and by samdl manufacturingfirmsfor light industrid production.
By the mid-1970s, amdl firmswere producing the city's mgor products such as legther and leather products, rubber and

pladtic products, gppard and furnished goods, mechinery, dectricd machinery, and some textile mill products™

Urban renewd swept through Lawrence beginning in 1959, The Lawrence Redevdopmeatt Aduthority (LRA) was
repongble for sevard redevdopment initiatives throughout the city, including the Common Vdley Concord Project,
Rains Project, Broadway Essex Project, and Garden Union Allen Project. Theseinitiatives totded 116 acres The earliest
project wes the Common Valey Concord Project, which began in 1999 and encompasssd 33 acres. The project areawes
redeveloped with anew U.S. Pog Office, an goatment complex, and various other, amdler smctures." These projects

(continued)

A School Committee Reports, 1957-1960.
A School Committee Reports, 1960-1961.
" School Committee Reports, 1963-1967. It is possible Saunders School transitioned to serving only pre-primary (kindergarten) classes around 1973.
The 1967 annual report noted, in addition to more classrooms, the school system would have to plan for 1973 when all children of kindergarten age will
be part of the educational system." By the time Saunders School closed in 2006, it served only kindergarten students.
" Watson, Bnjce. Bread and Roses. New York: Penguin Books, 2005: 253.
" Various. History of Lawrence, MA. Lawrence, MA: Shifting Gears Project, 1982.
" Farrell, John H. "End of a Decade: Urban Renewal - Still Going Fonward," Lawrence Eagle Tribune, December 31, 1969:1.
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induded extendve demolition. The city razed one of thetwo massive main mills a the Wood Worged Mill complex (NR,
2010), once conddered the largest mill in the world. The city dso demoalished large tracts downtown, including former
worker's housing, to accommodate parking lots. A madl and threestory  parking garage weare dso congructed during the
1970s in an dtempt to compete with the then-new suburben shopping mdls Theater Row, located dong Broadway

Stret, was d<0 razed during the 1970s The omate movie houses dating to the 1920s and 1930s hed entertained miill

workers throughout the Greast Depresson and World War |1, The city's historic pogt office, which hed bean Sted a the
comer of Broadway and Essex dredts was d<o logt during the 1970s Replacemant dructures were generdly one-gory,

ded-frame dructures with large parking lots, such & fast food restaurants and chain druggtores, that fundamentaly

changed the character of downtown Lawrence.

In 1970, the city recaved federd gpprovad to move forward with their South Lavrence urban renewd project-known &
the Saunders Improvemeant Area. The Saundars Improvement Areawes an urban renewa project but it wes not under the
aggis of the LRA. The Saundears Improvement Area wes atest cage for rehabilitating existing housing sock rather than
demalishing it. Accordingto a newspgper article from 1972, "There is [sic] no digilacement of families, no razing of
buildings in this ‘concentrated code enforcement’ program. Ingtead, an ingpector identifieshousing code violations, ad
rehabilitation specidigs hdp homeownars to plan improvements” These improvements were digible for low-interest
federd loans or, in some caees grants. The project area encompessad 512 dructures, with 904 dweling units and
goproximately 3,000 residents within an 105-acre tract bounded by South Broadway and State, Andover, Front, Davis,
and Kenneth dregts The city committed to making sreet, sdewdk, and landscgpe improvements to the area™ The
Saundas Improvemant Areaencircled the Saundears School, and wiss ingmmenta in improving hundreds of dwelings and
the living conditions of many of its sudents

Immigration, which hed neerly cessed during the 1950sand 1960s resurged during the 19705 with a large population of
Puato Rican and other Spanishrgpeeking immigrants settling in central Lavrence”™ These were Lawrence’s first mgjor
group of new immigrants snce before 1920." Racid tendon dso charactarized the 19805 with a riot bregking out
betwean Higpanic youths and working dass whites in 1984. During the 19805 Lawrence mede atempts to increese its
employment bese by atracting indudries unwanted in other communities auch & wede treatment facilities and
incinerators. Two trash incinerators operated in Lawrence through the 1980sand 1990s During the recesson of the early
19905 Lawvrence encountered more satbacks as arsonids s fire to more than 200 building during an eighteen-month
period in 1991-1992. Additionaly, the city sold the Intown Mall, which hed ben largely abendoned since the early
1990s to Northem Ess=x Community College for devdopment as their medicd sdences canter. Starting in the 20005
Lanrence underwent positive changes, auch as a sharp reduction in violent crime, and private invesmant in the remaining
sction of Wood Mill for its conversion to commercid, residentia, and educationd uses A resurgence of business activity
hes occurred dong Essex Stret, with the opening of many Hispanic-owned busnesses

ARCHITECTURE OF SAUNDERS SCHOOL

M. Josgph G. Morissette, a Lanvrence native, trained a the Wentworth Indtitute in Bogton and focused his practice on

rligious architecture. Morissette grew up on Brookfield Street, which was near the Sacred Heart Church (of which hewas
a member) ad only ablock avay from the present-day Saundars School." Morissatte's father, a carpenter, hed ashop a
few blocks avay on Farley Street. As an adult in 1925, Josgph Morissette wes listed in the city directory as living & 99

Dracut Street, only ablock avay from his childhood home An advertissment inthe 1925 city directory listed Morissette

& an architect with an office a 575A Essex Street in Lawvrence™*

(continued)

"Urban renewal is lagging far behind in Saunders Area." Lawrence Eagle Tribune January 26, 1972.
" The influx of Spanish-speaking immigrants was a shift from the 19" century Immigration that consisted mainly of European and French Canadians.
~N'Various. History of Lawrence, MA. Lavwence, MA: Shifting Gears Project, 1982.
" Lawrence City Directory. Boston: Sampson and Murdock Co., 1913.
* Lawrence City Directory. Boston: Sampson and Murdock Co., 1925.
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Commissonaed to design the new Danid Saundas Schod building in 1931, Morissette employed a restrained
interpretation of the Classicd Revivd style. The Clasicd Reviva style, often referred to as the Neodassicd style, was
highly popular throughout the United Siates during the first haf of the 20* century. The style was particularly popular for
public buildings because it hdd connotations of permanence and grandeur. The Classicd Revivd gyle in America hed
two digtinct phases 1900-1920 and 1925-1950. During the latter period, when the Saundas Schoadl wes built. Classcd
Revivd desgnswere characterized by smpler detailing, less daborate columns, and flat or Sde-gable roofs™' The use of
the Clasdcd Reviva gyle on the Saundars Schod mede it a prominent building in South Lawrence. The schod building
is aurrounded by residentid buildingsdesigned in the Quemn Anne, Colonid Revivd, and other tum of the century styles.
Commerdd buildings in the vicinity are varnacular in design and many date to the lagt two decades Classcd Revivad
buildings, asde from other schodls in South Lawrence, are limited to Lawrences downtown area

The Pak Stret and Charles S Storrow schoals were aso condructed in 1931, and are architecturdly compatible with the
Saundas Schod building. The Park Stret Schoal, located a& 130 Park Stret, wiss executed in the Classicd Revivd dtyle.
The two-gtory, plus besament, schod building hes ormamentation limited to the main entrance surround, an engraved
nameplate above the centra facade bays, and cat lintels with keystones Similarly, the Charles S Storrow Schooal, located
a 50 Fessat Stret, d<0 digplays Classicd Revivd features The two-story, plus raised besament, building hes minima
omamentation, but doesindude inset cadt pands above the ssoond gory on the outer bays an engraved nameplae ebove
the centrd faBade bays, and an arched surround & the main entrance. These three schodl buildings all employ the most
popular architectura trestment for public buildingsa the time of their congtmction. Other examples of Classicd Revivd
schod buildings in Lavrence include the Lamrence High Schod and the Bmoee School. Earlier schod buildingsin
Lawrence were designed in styles popular & the time of their congtruction. For ingtance, during the 1892 schoal-building
campagn the Rollinsand Wethabee sthodls were designed in the Richardsonian Romanesque style. Additiondly, the
1885 George Packard School wias executed in the Ssoond Empire style.

Morisstte desgned a number of churches in Massachusatts A search of the Massachusetts Higtorica Commisson's

databese indicates that other known commissons in Lanvrence indude the Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church (1934),
Rectory (1924), and Schodl (1925) (Sacred Heart Parish Complex, NR Pending). Other sources indicate he dso designed

Lavrences Immeaculate Conception (ca 1920) and Polish Nationd Catholic Church (1925). Commissons in other

municipdities indude the Saared Heat Roman Catholic Church (1928) and Schodl (1910) in Amesbury, ad Sant

Theresa Cathalic Church (1935) in Mehuen*” Mogt of these buildings exhibit demantsof the Gothic Revivd style, dong
with the dasscd influences that gopear in the Saundars Schod building. However, only the Saundas Schod ad the

Saoad Heat Romen Catholic Schod of Amesbury fully utilize the Classicd Revivd style. While other Morissette

commissions may be identified in the future, & presant, the Saundears Schod is Morissette's only known secular design.

SAUNDERS SCHOOL BUILDING TODAY

The Saundars Schod building was in operation for over 75 years sarving as akindergarten initsfinal years-a trandtion
that occurred after 1967. The schoadl officially dosad in 2006; from 2006 to 2009, the building wes used & agorage
facility for furniture and clothing collected for fire and disagter victims. In 2009, the city sold the building to Pesbody
Properties, which plans to convet it into sixteen affordable, supportive-housing units for homdess familiesin
Massechusdtts Currently, there are more than 3,300 homdess familiesin the Commonweslth, including 1,300 families
resding in motd units a a cod to the date of more than $100 per night. The adaptive reuse of the Saundars Schodl will

provide both apermanat and cost-effective dtemative for homdessfamilies, and it will be the first facility of its kindin
Massechusdtts |n addition to housing, residents will have aocess to affordable childcare, job training, and counsding
svices designed to hdp them increese their economic salf-sufficiency and connections to the community. The building
will dso indude goecefor additiona supportive sarvices and public medtings. The project is currently under construction.

(continued)

* McAlester, Virginia and Lee. A Field Guide to American Houses. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, Inc.: 2002: 342-346.
" Massachusetts Historical Commission. Sacred Heart Parish Complex Area Form R (Lawrence) by Christine Beard. 2006
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Archaeological Significance
Structurd evidence and atifacts (i.e. congmction debris) assodated with the origind Saundas Schod (ca 1847) mey

contribute important information related to the school's desgn and architecturd characterigtics  Important information
mey dso exig that contributes details of the extent of rebuilding to the origina schodl.

(end)
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Name of Property County and State

"Urban renewd is lagging far behind in SaundasArea," Lawrence Eagle Tribune, January 26, 1972
INTERNET RESOURCES

"Higtory of Lawrence Public Schoals' from http:/Aww.lawrence kl2. maus/about_history.htm aooesssd January 29,
2010.

http://acadian-ancestral -home bl oggpot.con/2009/07/hi story-of -lawrence-massachusetts html, aooessad January 29, 2010.

"Lawrence Higory Timelineg' from http:/AMww.lawrencehistorycenter.org, aocessed Jenuary 28, 2010.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA # 23,852 Primary location of additional data:
X preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been X State Historic Preservation Office
Requested) Other State agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register Local govemment
designated a National Historic Landmark University
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # Other
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository:
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): N/A

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  Less than one acre
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 322983.86 4728927.64
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (describe the boundaries of the property)

The nominated property is shown on the atached Lanvrence Assessorsmgp as pared 119-53. 1t is bounded by South
Broaoway on the eest, Bowdoin Street on the north, Chester Strest on the south, and abutting parcds on the west.

Boundary Justification (explain why the boundaries were selected)

Sinceits condruction in 1931, the Danid Saunders Schodl hes occupied the current pared of land & the southwestem
comer of South Broadway and Bowdoin Stredt.



Daniel Saunders School Essex County, MA
Name of Property County and State

11 « Form Prepared By

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date March 2011

street & number 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA

e-malil Elizabeth(gmac-ha.com

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key ail

photographs to this map.
e Continuation Sheets

e Additional Items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)

or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Saundas School
City or Vicinity: Lawrence
County: Esx State MA
Photographer: Albert Rex
MacRodtie Historic Advisors LLC
810 Memorid Drive, Suite 101
Cambridge, MA 02139
Digital imegeson file a MacRodie Higtoric Advisors LLC

Dae Photographed: June 2009
Printed with Hewlett-Packard Viveraink on HP Premium glossy photo peper.

Descriptions of photograph(s) and number:
Photo 1 of 10
View southwest from South Broadway toward the northeast comer of the building

Photo 2 of 10:;

View wegt from South Broadway toward the eedt devation

Photo 3 of 10;
View wes toward the main entrance on the eest devation

zip code 02125

19



Daniel Saunders School Essex County, MA
Name of Property County and State

Photo 4 of 10:
View wes toward the engraved entablature on the eat devation

Photo 5 of 10:
View north toward the south devation

Photo 6 of 10
View northeest toward the west devation

Photo 7 of 10:
View southwes toward the north devation

Photo 8 of 10:
View esd toward the entrance on thefirst floor

Photo 9 of 10
View north in the north stairwell on thefirst floor

Photo 10 of 10
View southwest in adassroom on the sscond floor

Propaty Owner:

(complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Saundas Schodl LLC; E A Fsh Devd opment; Peebody Properties

dregt & number 56 Graiite S 2" floor tdephone

aty or tovn  Braintree date MA zip code 02134

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instnjctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC
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Massschusatts Historicad Commisson Digitd Imege Suomisson Fom
Heese sbmit aeformfor eech group of digita imeges
About your digitd Tiles
Carea Usd (meke modd):  Nikon DAOX
Resdution of origind imege caature (camara satting induding resalution and file format):
JEG, 19U X 1256

Fle nemg(g (atach additiond hedts if necessary) dnadk hae Q ™ refer to atteched phato log;

MA Essx Cauty Saudes Shod 0001 MA Esex Conty Saudas Sthod Qors
MAEss County Saudas Sthod 002 MA Esx Conty Saundas Shod 0009
MAEss=x Couty Saundkas Sthod 0003 MA Esx Counly Saundas Sthoa_ 0010

MA Essx Couty Saudkas Sthod 0004
MA Esex Couty Saudas Sthod 0006
MA Esex Couty Seundas Sthod 0006

M.\ Esx Couny Saudas Sthod 0007

About your prints:

Rinte meke ad modd: Commandély Rinted

Poa: brad & type (i.e., Bison Aamum Gossy Fhato)
Fujicdor Crystd Archive peper

Ink: Chamicd Rocessing

Sgnaure (By signing bdow you agee thet the infomiation provided hare is true and aocourate)

Sgneture Dae



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet
Daniel Saunders School

Essex County, MA

Section number  Maps page 21

Figure 1: Location Map, 243 South Broadway
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

Daniel Saunders School

Essex County, MA

Section number  Maps Page 22
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Figure 2: Existing Site Plan
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Saunders, Daniel, School
NAME :

MJULTI PLE
NAME :
STATE & GAONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED. 4/ 01/ 11 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 4/20/ 11
DATE - 16TH DAY 5/ 05/ 11 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 5/17/11
DATE G- WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 11000266

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PDI L: N PER (D N PROERAM UNAPPROVEDE N
FEQ.ESI' N SAWLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

COMMNT WAIVER N
JAN
ACEPT RETURN REJECT J qmy DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

Entered In
The NatloM| Regder
0]
Hidoric Plaoss
RECOM / CR TER A
REVI BEVER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLRY/ N

If anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority,t he
nom nation i s nolonger under considerationbytheNPS
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The Commonwedth of M assachusts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
March 24, 2011 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regigter of Historic FHlaces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW, 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
Danid Saunders School, 243 South Broadway, Lawrence (Essex), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Sate
Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Hizabeth Breissth, MacRodie Higtoric Advisors
Saundas Schod LLC, EA Fsh Devdopmat
Jones Sundza, Lawrence Higtorical Commisson
Mayar William Lantigua, City of Lawence
Ledey Mdendez, LavrenceFlanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 < Fax:(617) 727-5128
WWW.sec.state.ma.us/mhc



