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ENT AND ORIGINAL (11 known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

LS”ga” highly individual structure that would be difficult to match
anywhere. "The first floor facade'is of rough sandstone with squared window

openings and arched entryways with squat columns. At the second floor level

is a set of three arched windows, -while ttie rest are squared with three
columns separating each large window. Above this is a frieze of terra
cotta in high relief foliage design, and above this a parapet with the
inscription "Barnum Institute of Science and History™ in low rolief. At
the front corner is a large circular tower, again with arched windows and
decoration. The frieze of the tower has niches holding busts of notable
personages, including P.T. Barnton hinself, with panels between in very
high relief showing figures engaged in various pursuits—farming, shipping,
transportation, military, \
\
At one end of the building is a square tower with a steep pointed roof
in Romanesque stxle, with near-gargo¥le_faces above the small topmost.
windows,\ Beneath these, at the front, is a suggestion of a tracery window.
The section at the second-story level has a very plain facadej there are
recessed square windows with irregular framing in stone, and a large
window, also recessed, beneath with a stone lintel and a single column
in the center. The ground floor is similar to the rest of the facade at
this level. The very heavy segmental arch has squat columns and the stone
work is smooth here.
N
t the other end of the building is another toTner, this one extending
only to a gable roof."V Here too are arched windows with center columns and
smaller, square windows above. Blanking the round center tower on each
side are identical sections with a row of arches at the top and a long
recessed -window -with two squat columns. The facade here is of designs
in moulded terra cotta.

VThe roofs of all the sections are moulded tile in the Spanish mode. In
the round center tower are round windows protruding from the roof like
the eyes of a bug, A very small finial tops its center®

The interior of the Museum is somewhat less spectacular. The large
arched windows with their stained glass ornament provide ample light for
the exhibits. These exhibits are as \ljnique as Bamum himself. The first
floor features the P.T. Barnum room which contains memorabilia and photo-
graphs of his colorful life. His American Museum, his birthplace in
Bethel, his famous home, Iranistan, and his political and civic career
are all portrayed in photographs and paintings and sculpture. The Barnum
Circus room is also on the groxmd floor. Its main attraction is the
stuffed hide of "Baby Bridgeport", the second elephant born in captivity
in this coTjntry. Also on display here are some personal effects of Tom
Thumb, color transparencies of circus performers, and a miniature replica
of a complete circus made by William R, Brinley of Meriden, Connecticut.

The second floor houses a historical Museum, organized in periods—
Colonial, Revolutionary War, Civil War, War of 18l2, and early Bridgeport.
Old household u-bensils, Connecticut Indian arrcwheads, and weapons are

t/»
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#7 Description

among the more mundane exhibits. Some are quite bizarre-—a piece of the
cravat worn by President Lincoln the night he was shot, ard pieces of the
wallpaper and lace curtains from his theater box are carefully protected

in a glass case, A 2"00-year old mummy is one of the main attractions

for young visitors. The museum exhitits are interesting for their diversity
but 4Tso for much more. They offer a marvelous view into the life of one

of the most interesting men of the era—P.T, Barnum,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Bamum Musetm derives its primary significance from Phineas Taylor
Bamum (1810-1891), its benefactor. Born in Bethel, Connecticut, 30
miles northeast of Bridgeport, he was successively a store clerk, news-
paper editor, village storekeeper, and exhibitor of Joice Heth, the
alleged nurse of George Washington; 1t was this act 'vshich began his
career as a showman.!” Around 18i;0, P.T. Bamum opened the American
Musem of Curios in New York City, He brou”t Jenn%/ Lind for a concert
tour of the United States in 1850-"2. By 1871 he had a troop large
enou” for him to establish "The Greatest Show on Earth”, which had

its winter quarters in Bridgeport, his adopted hme. Included in the
show were the famous midget, Tom Thumb, actually Charles S. Stratton
(1832-1883), a Bridgeport native iirtio was only about twenty-five inches
tall, and Jtjnbo, a huge African elephant bought from the Royal Zoological
Society in London, In 1881 Bamum merged with the Bailey Circus, whose
owner was James Anthony Bailey (18U9-1906) from Detroit, They created
the famous Bamum and Bailey Circus, nidiich, after Bailey's death, was
taken over by Ringling Brothers ip 190?.

Barnum was a man with a social and civic conscience. He was once mayor
of Bridgeport, Later, he gave to the city a large tract of land for
Seaside Park, now covering an area of 180 acres, with a water-side
drive of three and a half miles. He laid out numerous street plans and
built blocks of hotises to sell on the installment plan to mechanics.

He built four beautiful hemes in Bridgeport; Iranistan, his first home,
is pictured in many histories of the City and was designed to resemble
a Persian palace. It burned mary years ago. Perhaps the most enduring
contribution was the Bamum Institute of Science and History. Just
before his death in April, 1891, he bequeathed $100,000 to the Bridge-
port Scientific Society and the Fairfield Historical Society for a biiilding
His widow added $50,000. The building was formally opened in February,
1893, with the first floor housing the museum and collections of the
scientific society, the second floor, the collections of the historical
society and the Bridgeport Medical Society, "and the third floor an
auditorium for the use of the three organizations. However, problans
arose for there were no funds for maintenance. By October, 193h, the
City had taken over the building for mimicipal offices and the museum
was relegated to the third floor. Some space was rented; the Hydraulic

Company was there for some time.
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#8 Significance

The magnificent building was cleaned and refurbished as a WPA project and
again much later by student volunteers from the University of Bridgeport.
Each thne, hopes were raised for a "comeback” for the museum, and each
time nothing came of it. When, in 1966, new City Hall made available
ample office space for the museum’s inhabitants, the rehabilitation of

of the building was again undertaken, A complete exterior steam-cleaning
and sand-blasting was done along with extensive interior renovation, such
as removing the partitions used by the city offices. The Institute was
officially reopened as the Barnum Museum on February 19, 196?, just"7$. 9'f
years after its first opening on February 18, 1893." The building is now
~der management by the city. It is alleged that the Museum has, recently
been endangered. In the commercial district of Bridgeport, less'than a
block from the Connecticut Turnpike, its site is highly valued for a modem
business establishment. The present building, however, is a great asset,
iIT SOTething of an anachronism, in "brand new Bridgeport”, currently con-
sisting primarily of razed tenement houses, hence vacant lots, and handi-
capped by a lack of boi:h funds and the ability to plan for rebuilding.

ICrofut, p. 87.
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Additional Documentation: 2010


































































Barnum Museum (Amendment) Fairfield, Connecticut
Name of Property County and State

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Barnum Museum

City or Vicinity: Bridgeport

County: Fairfield State: Connecticut

Photographer: Jenny Fields Scofield, PAL, 210 Lonsdale Ave, Pawtucket, RT 02860.

Date Photographed: April 30,2010

Description of Photograph(s) and number:

1 of 8. View looking southeast from Main Street at the north and west elevations.
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Barnum Museum (Amendment)

Name of Property

Fairfield, Connecticut

County and State

w
e,

2 of 8. View looking east from Main Street at the upper floors of the west elevation.
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Barnum Museum (Amendment)

Name of Property

Fairfield, Connecticut

County and State
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Barnum Museum (Amendment) Fairfield, Connecticut

Name of Property County and State

ek SR AN

of 8. View looking southeast from the sidewalk along Main Street at the northwest entrance.
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Barnum Museum (Amendment) Fairfield, Connecticut
‘Name of Property County and State

5 of 8. View looking east in the main entrance at original first floor interior entry doors leading to stairway.
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Barnum Museum (Amendment) Fairfield, Connecticut

Name of Property County and State

6 of 8. View looking southeast at original, main stairway from the landing between the second and third floors.
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Barnum Museum (Amendment)
Name of Property

7 of 8. View looking south at original fireplace on the second floor.

Fairfield, Connecticut

County and State
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Barnum Museum (Amendment) Fairfield, Connecticut
Name of Property County and State

8 of 8. View of the interior of the observatory tower.

Property Owner:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name City of Bridgeport

street & number 45 Lyon Terrace telephone 203-576-1311

city or town Bridgeport state CT Zip code 06604

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

Barnum Museum
Fairfield County, Connecticut

Name of Multiple Property Listing (N/A)

City of Bridgeport Assessor’s Map Number 28

Barnum Museum
Property Bounciary

(Source: City of Bridgeport Tax Assessor, 2010)



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)
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National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

Barnum Museum

Fairfield County, Connecticut

Name of Multiple Property Listing (N/A)

Site Plan of the Barnum Museum Property

(Base map source: wwwbing.com. Accessed May 210).
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National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

Barnum Museum

Fairfield County, Connecticut

Name of Multiple Property Listing (N/A)

Historic Graphies
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P T. GANSUMH PROVORED BCTENTIVIO AND SIATUKIGAL ROILDING.

1891 Sketch of Barnum Museum Building (source: Bridgeport Daily Standard 1891a)

[ -
h?,. ‘ A : The Barnum Inavitate of Scionce sud| Histary,
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

Barnum Museum
Fairfield County, Connecticut

Name of Multiple Property Listing (N/A)

Ca. 1897 Photograph of Barnum Museum Building as built; observatory extant but not in view
(source: Waldo 1897)

Historic Maps

[Barnum Museum

, THOMAS

BmocefORr BroimuLic Co.

CLINTON

1898 Sanborn Map showing Barnum Museum Building (source: Sanborn 1898)



NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 01/2009) OMB No. 1024-0018 (Expires 5/31/2012)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet

Barnum Museum
Fairfield County, Connecticut

Name of Muitiple Property Listing (N/A)
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE CONNECTICUT
Date Entered KOV 7 197E

Name Location

Earinra Jiuaeiia Eridgejjort
Fairfield County

Avon Congregational Church Avon
Hartford County

iJollister (John) llouse Glastonbiu:y
Hartford Ccmnty

Rratt (Kumphrey) 'Xaveam Old Eaybrook
Middlesex County

Also Notified
State Liaison Officer
Hon. Abraham A. Ribicoff )Ir, Eric liatch
~n. Lowell P. Keickor, Jr. Cbalrsan, Connecticut Historical
Bon. Stewart E. McKinney CcH"ission
Eon. William R. Cotter Smith Frosi®ect Street
Hoa. Robert H. Steal® Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Director, Northeast Region
PHR NRowland:inm  11/7/72
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

State Historic Preservation Office
Commission on Arts, Tourism, Culture, Historyand Ffin,

So
April 22,2004 S

Ms. Carol Scindl ro
Keqg>er ofthe National Register '
National Park Service IS
12011 Street, NW

8* Floor

Washington, DC 20005 |
Re: Barnum Muslim, 820 Main Stre” Bridgqwrt, CT
Dear Ms. Schuil:

The Bamum Museum, one of Connecticut’s most ingjortant historic architectural resources, was listed on
the National Register of Historic Places in December 1972. Acknowledged as the last surviving public
Iwilding associated with Phineas T. Barnum, the intonationalty acclaimed ingnesario, this well-preserved
museum is a repository of significant Bamum memorabilia and an archival resource for the academic
community. New core exhibitions at the museum have received American Association of State and Local
History and Cormecticut League of History Organization awards for academic achievement and
presentation.

Why the Bamum legend endures and still resonates in the American experience has become the subject of
in-dqrth scholarly research. Several recent Imgraphers have begun to analyze this complex American fdk
hero~to move beyond Bamum'’s legendary persona as a master of selfpromotion and explore his highly
significartt rede in the creation ~ American pegnilar culture in the nineteenth century.

The present Bamum biography ranges fiom the The Art ofP.T. Bamum by Professor Neil Harris (The
University of Chicago Press, 1973) to the nKriculoosly researched P. T. Bamum: The Legendand the Man
by A. H Saxon (Columbia University Press, 1989). The most recentwork, P. T. Bamum: America's
Greatest Showman (Alfied A. Km”f; 1995), was published in conjunction with a four-part television
documentary on the History Charmel.

With the benefit ofthis recent scholarship as a guide, the natiomdly significant contributions ofP. T.
Bamum can now be fully recognized. To this end, the City of Bridgeport, a Certified Local Govemment.
has spotgjged Afi-PiSParation ofa Na”*nal LanrfmaTIf a«4 tne Kgnrhiiu lylma-iiin -~ Mffilij81L—

&”m™edconsultagt,,, ease be assured that Cormecticut’s State Historic Preservation Office full¥
sigiports this effort and stoids ready to assist the National Park Service, the City of Bridggrort and the
Bamum Museum in this endeavor.

Ifyou have any questions in this regard, please cordact me at 860-566-3005, ext. 326 or at
paul.loether@,po.state.ct.us.

TTraulLoether
Dqwty State Historic Preservation Officer

c: Jermifer Aniskovich, Executive Director

59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT  06106-1901
Telephone: 860-566-3005  Facsimile: 860-566-5078

ANEQUAL OPPORTUNITYEMPLOYER



Roger Reed/WASO/NPS To Hampton Tucker/WASO/NPS@NPS
05/18/2010 11:33 AM ce

bcc
Subject Barnum Institute

Hampton,

We have received additional information regarding the Barnum Museum in Bridgeport Connecticut. At
the time of the original nomination in 1972 there was no ievel of significance required. The additional
information estabiishes that the buiiding is nationally significant. We are in the process of amending the
nomination file accordingly.

Roger

Roger G. Reed

Historian

Nationai Register of Historic Piaces
1201 Eye Street

Eighth Fioor

Washington, DC 20005
202-354-2278
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

PROPERTY Barnum Museum
NAME:

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: CONNECTICUT, Fairfield

DATE RECEIVED: 5/19/10 DATE OF PENDING LIST:

DATE OF 16TH DAY: DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/03/10
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

REFERENCE NUMBER: 72001300

NOMINATOR: STATE

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: | DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL:

COMMENT WAIVER: N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

RECOM./CRITERIA
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE

TELEPHONE DATE
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

IT a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.











