INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Pt

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY ~ NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

oog 7O

STATE:

New Jersgy

COUNTY:

Barlington

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

C OMMON:

Atsion Village

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER: -

CITY OR TOWN:

Atsion
STATE COUNTY:
coDE cobE
New Jersey = . ' 34 Burlington ‘
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
{Check One) R OWNERSHIP STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
X District [ Building (¥ Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied - Yes:
O site [ Strueture |1 Privete "0 In Process [0 Uneegypied Rne}sfric?ed
(0 Object 0 Both [0] Being Considered (X Presarvation work (] Unrestricted
in progress (3 No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Agricultural (O Government 3 Perk

O Commercial [J Industrial ] Private Residence
Educational O MiliOary O Religious

[ Entertainment E Museum 3 Scientific

< 3d Tmn;porfcﬁon
[C] Other (Specify)

gCommems
State-omned

Historie

Site

S NAME: —— m
New Jersey Department Environmental Protection g
STREET AND NUMBER: ™ ~ == m
P.0. Box 1390, John Fitch Way Plaza
CITY OR TOWN: ) ‘ - STATE: copE
L,fo 1420 Trenton New Jersey 3k
""" SE, REGISTRY OF D % 3
_Burlington County Court House 3 HoS
STREET AND NUMBER: ' | g 3
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE g
— 8
Mount Holly New Jersey 3k
z
New Jersey Historic Sites Inventome 7 198.1 3|
DATE OF SURVEY: 1961 (" Federg| X State [ County [0 Local 2 =
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECPRDS/ i v € ‘%
Historic Sites Section, Department Environmental Protection oh | &
STREET AND NUMBER: ' 3 m
P.0, Box 1420, John Fitch Way Plaza B2
CITY OR TOWN: . STATE: CODE :
Trenton New Jersey 08625 3L o
e -
m




7. Description

(Chocit On;)

[ Excellent Good 3 Fair [] Deteriorated [J Ruins [ ‘Unexposed
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' if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
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Iittle is known of the original Atsion and forge and village
started by Charles Read in 1768. All traces of these structures
await archweological work. Foundations remain of the grist mill,

barn and several house sites. Neither the forge or furnace have been
exactly located.

Most of the village that remains today is from the Richards
(1808-1841) and Patterson (1863-1875) eras of the town. The Richards
mansion and spfre hawe been restored. A cotton factory houses and
church from the Patterson era are in deteriating cendition.

‘The entire village sits on unconsolidated sands in a poor drainage
area typical of*‘ the Pine Barrens in which it is located. The Atsion
’idver flows through the center of the v:lllage.

The mansion built in 1826 has been restored externally. It is an
excellent example of Greek Revival architecture. There are two porches
with gast iron water pipe as columns, a large porch across the south
gide /of the house and a small porch to the nerth. The entire house is

rough coated with plaster to simlate stowe

The interior consists of four roems on the first floor, and a
T-shaped hallway with staits that lead to a large-windowed landing.
The second floor has six bedroems. The third floor was also divided in<
to six rooms. There are four fireplaces on both the first and second
floor and a kitchen fireplace in the basement.

The village is now bi-sected by State Highway # 206
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| revitalized with a cotton factory in 1863 and a real esigte development

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Atsion Village is significant as a remnant of an early industtial
commnity. This bog iron commnity lasted from 1768 untjl 1841, and was

called Raleigh in 1885. Neither the cotton factory nor development were
sucesaful.

The mansion (described in appearagce) and the store are architectually
gignificant. The store is also rough ¢asted with seoring to look like
dressed stone. The first floor included an office counter spaye with
shelves and a large open area. Both the basement and second floor were
used for storage space. A small room located to the right rear of the
building was also used for storage.

These twp buildings should have Historic American Buildings Survey
eitation.

The mansion and store are fine examples of droek Rovival. architecture
and among the few remaining in‘Sowth Jersey. The rough cast plaster is
a unique effect to imitate stonework,

~ The entire community is significant as an example of a late 18th
and early 19th century industrial and commercial venture.

(see continuation sheet)




Atsion Books, Original Account, ledged and time books, owned by
Burlington County Historical Bociety, Burlington, Co., N.J:
Pierce Arthur D. Iron in the Pines Rutgers University Press, New
Brunswick, New Jersey 1957

F%’mpire In Jersey Iron Rutgers University Press
ew Brunswick, New Jersey 196l

Boyer, Charles, Early Iron Forges and Furnaces in New Jers University
of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, Ponnsyivania 1931 : -
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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Title Commissioner, Department of

Envirommental Protection

September 11, 1970
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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The store is rough coated with plaster in a manner similiar to the
mansicn. The store has a belfry that gives it the appearance of a church.
The belfry contained the bell used to call the employees to work.

The mill is an L-shaped 3% story Jersey sandstone and timber
building. It is vacant and in a deteriorating condition. No panes of
glass are left in any of the windows. Its approximate size is 80' X24°',
attached to a A0' X 50' section. The third level was added by Raleigh
when he converted the mill to paper production.

The church is 1 story white clapboard structure, with a twentieth
century vestibule. The church is altered. It has 3 bays on the long
side of the building with /6 sash and louvered shutters.

The stchool house was bu'lt in 1921, It is 1 story, frame and
clapboard constructirn. The entrance is on the gable end. The building
is no longer used as a school,

There are three workers homes remaining. One of these was built
around 1%80 of frame and clapboard construction. It is 2% stories,
with a gable roof that has a slight return. There is a raised stone
foundation with two interior chimnies, The clapboard is unpainted.
Another worker's house, probably built during the iron ore era at Atsion,
4 ppears as a log caoin today. The logs are not original. It is a two
story building with an added center dormer. The windows on the first
floor are 6/6 sash, the second are L/L. There is a center front entrance
with a bay on each side. The chimney is inte:ior. The caretaker's house,
built c. 1830, is white clapboard, 2% stories. It is highly altered and
retains little of its original work.

2. Location (cont.)

The Atsion Village District is continuous with the latitude and longi-
tude lines. This was done to include house sites (1) alogg the north side
of the lake, a former railroad station (2) to the east of the town and a
cemet@ry (3) along the south lake shore.
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8. significance (cont.)

Atsion had four booms or revivals at different periods
of history. The name itself comes from the Indian term for cedar
color, which is the tone the stream running through the area had.
The dam and the mill were constructed by a man named Estell
around 1765. Charles Read purchased the area around the same
time. He then built the forge. Read had set out to be the
greatest iron master in New Jersey. He owned Etna, Tauton, Atsion
and Basto by 1768. However, poor financial planning caused him
to sell 449/1000 interest in Atsion. His controlling shares
were sold in 1773.

Laurence Salter and David Ogden took control at this time.
Later Ogden sold his shares to two other men and with Salter,
these three men formed Atsion Company. In 1774 the furnace was
built, making Atsion independent of Batsto. During the Revolu-
tionary War, Atsion supplied iron to the Pennsylvania Troops.
Business boomed and three saw mills and a grist mill were added.

By 1804 hard times had hit the village, and the works were
sold to Jacob Downing. He purchased a blast furnace, an air
furnace, a forge, a sawmill, two grist mills, ore beds, and

firebacks.

Again, business failed and the bank sold the property to
Samuel Richards, the son of the owner of Batsto, in 1822. He
reopened and rebuilt the works. They sold products in the
Philadelphia and Trenton area. Business expanded to merchants in
the New York area and a schooner was built to run down the river
with products. The mansion and the store were built in this boom
era. At this time the company employed 100 men and peaked to
around 600 people during busy seasons.

Samuel Richards died in 1842 at the peak of Atsion's success.
He left half of the estate to his daughter and half to his son.
His daughter's husband, W. W. Fleming, took over the business.
When the iron business fell off, he converted the works into paper
produc?tion and built a paper mill. In 1854, the business failed
again 4nd Fleming fled the country, assigning his assets to his
creditors. The area then went through various owners until 1862
when Col. William Patterson bought the area and renamed it

(cont. page 3) GPO 921.724
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Fruitland. He planned a real estate project, selling lots in

the area. By 1871, the area was sold once more and was converted
to a cotton mill. This was a profitable venture and the town
expanded. A school and shops were built. When this owner,
Raleigh, died his heir formed a land improvement company. This
second land boom failed as the first had.

In 1892, Joseph Wharton acquired the property and used it
as a storage area for products from Batsto.

What remains of the various companies formed in Atsion is
the mill, the mansion, the store, a church and two homes.
Foundations of other workers' houses and a grist mill and barn
still remain. New discoveries may have revealed the furnace,
but further archeological work must be done before this is

certain. There is no other development on the land beyond some
1920 structures like the school.
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