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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM
(Type all entries complete applicable sections)
1. NAME
C OMMON:

jrja® Gedney and Cox Houses

HISTORIC:

same
LOCATJON

STREEJ AND NUMBER:

TgMand 21 High Street

CITY OR TOWN:

AND/OR

Salem
COUNTY:
M assachusetts
025 Essex
CLASSfFICATION
CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP
(Check One)
. District g Building * Public Public Acqui sition:
. Site Q Structure H Private I I In Process
. Object . Both | | Being Considered
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I 1 Agricultural 1 | Government . Park
1 | Commercial I | Industrial [3 Private Residence
I 1 Educational . Military I 1 Religious
Museum [71 Scientific

[~) Entertainment

OWNER OF PROPERTY

CONGRESSIONAL

STATE:

Massachusetts
COUNTY:

Essex

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

mi

JU/ii

DI[STRICT 'VVQ >-i

ACCESSIBLE
TO THE PUBLIC

STATUS

PD Occupied
. N Restricted
X1 Unoccupied
. [ I Unrestricted
K~l Preservation work
« No

in progress

. Transportation [ 1Comments

« Other (Specify)

OWNER'S NAME: S
The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities o
STREET AND NUMBER: m
141 Cambridge Street 01
CI TY OR TOWN: STATE: '‘:ODF 0
Boston M assachusetts 025 8|
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION T
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: (r);-
Essex County Registry of Deeds, South District
STREET AND NUMBER:
Federal Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Salem Massachusetts 025
JNIPRENIrTATION IN EXIST>NG SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of Historic Assets of t he Commonweal t h
oaTe oF survev: 1Yy/4 .« Federal ® state | 1 County Q Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS;
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER: Si
40 Beacon Street
STATE; CODE

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston

MasRachnspt-1-R

NO

N



|7, DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
I | Excellent n Good | | Fair . Deteriorated O Ruins o] Unexposed
CONDITION (Check One) (Check One)
[3 Altered . Unaltered n Moved n Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PR ESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Gedney and Cox Houses si ton a quarter-acre | ot i na high-densityresiden
tial area of Salem just tothesouth of thecity's main historic district.
The north elevation of t he Gedney House faces High Street, separated fromi t
by a wooden picket fence. The Cox House i sset farther back fromthe street;
its facade faces north. The | ot i sbounded on t heeast by thewall of a

nei ghboring house, on t he southeast and south by a wire fence, and on t he wes

by a hedge and stone retain ingwall. The bounds of thehouse | ot are the
sane as those of thehouse | ot as originally purchased i n 1664 by El eazerz-Ced
ney.

The ol der of thetwo houses i st he Gedney House, theoriginal portion of whic|i
was built by theSalem shipwright, Eleazer Gedney, c.1665, a date confirmed
by tree-ring analysis. The frame of this house has been stripped of nost of
its original and later trim andi nthis formi t has been preserved by the

Society forthePreservation of New Engl and Antiquities (SPNEA) for study
pur poses.

The evidence thus exposed clearly indicates that t hehouse, as originally m
constructed, consisted of tworoons on theground floor with a central chimejy
To theleft of thechimey, t hehouse was 2h stories high and covered with a
north-south ridge roof fromwhich a gable dormer projectedontheea™t facade
side. To theright of thechimey, however, a lean-toroof, at right angles

to thegable roof, covered a 1l-story high room Furthermore, there i s evidenjce

that thehouse contained sone kind of rear |ean-to construction. (All the A
rooms i nthis original house arementioned i nEleazer Gedney's 1683 estate (074
inventory.) n

C 1700, theroom at theright was raised toa full 2h stories, creatingthe

roof slope as seen fromthestreet today, and t herear roof slope as i t can

be seen fromtheattic. The facade gable dormer was probably renmoved at thii O
time. C 1800, whatever had existed at therear of t hehouse was shorn away,

and a full 2-story lean-towas built across thewhole west rear of t hehouse
with separate stairs and a separate chi mey.

Throughout t he 18th and 19t h centuries there were t heusual changes of trim,
but thefinal alteration of thehouse i snoteworthy because i t has gavent he
house it spresent form | ntheearly 1960's, theproperty was purchased for
investment purposes and t hebuilder, as noted earlier, tore out most of the
original and later trim i nthe Gedney House. He also renoved al |l of the
brickwork of t hesecond chi mey except foritsfronti?all, anditwas i nthis
formthat SPNEA acquired t hehouse.

cent'd
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Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE yiassachusetts

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY « NOMINATION FORM

Essex

FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Continuation Sheet) i

ENTRY NUMBER
(Number all ~entries) Gedney and Cox Houses, Sal em

1. DESCR PTI ON _ , o
the house into overseer's quarters. Fireplaces were opened, revealing original

cranes and anoven. Thenorth facade has 3 bays with a central front entrance
having a sinmple door casing. Al | of thew ndows are doubl e-hung sash of 6/6

and areregularly placed onthefacade. Awbrick chimey projects fromthe south
pl ane of t heasphalt shingled roof. Thefoundationisbrick. Al l elevations
of thehouse are covered with redclapboards.

GPO 921 -7 24
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7. DESCR PTI CN

Today t he Gedney House has a five-bay east facade; thefront entrance has only

a sinmple door casing. The fenestration of 6/9 and 6/6 wi ndows i sregular on the
Eacade and on t heback elevation, andi sirregular ontheside elevations. A

Dack entrance i slocated i nthenorth half of that elevation. The peaked roof
cises steeply ontheeast side, but reaches out obliquely t ot hewest t ocover

the 18thc. addition, giving thehouse a salt-box profile. A cemented brick inthir-
ior chimmey projects fromthewest roof plane. The house sits on abrick founda
tion. 1ts facade andside elevations are covered with yellow clapboards and

the back elevation with wooden shingles.

rhe one-and-a-half story gambrel salt-box Cox House was built circa 1735, prob
ably by Benjamin Gox, t o whomt he ownership of t he Gedney property has passed by
this date. Wen SPNEA acquired it i n1967, along with t he Gedney House, a back
roomwas |engthened t o nake t he house into overseer's quarters. Fireplaces were
reopened, revealing original cranes and an oven. The north facade has three bay
with a central front entrance having a sinple door casing. All of the w ndows
are 6/6 sash andareregularly placed only onthe facade. Abrick chimmey
projects fromthesouth plane of t heasphalt-shingled east-west ganbrel roof.
The foundation i salso brick. All elevations of thehouse are covered withred
cl apboards, this probably having been theoriginal color of the house.
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6.

[iJ
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian . 16th Century 18th Century : 20th Century
15th Century 17th Century . 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATEIS) a<i4ppl.-caMe andKnow”n) ¢ . 166 5.r1700 , and-11SOn.
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal i i Education . Political 1 1 Urban Planning
[ I Prehistoric [ 1 Engineering . Religion/Phi. g Other fSpecify;
Historic [ | Industry losophy | Ocal hl St Ory
I | Agriculture [ I Invention Q Science
A1 Architecture | 1 Landscape I | Sculpture
Art Archi tecture I | Social/Human-
I I Commerce I | Literature itarian
I I Communications . Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation . Music | | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The earliest part of t he Gedney House was constructed c.1665 and changes were
made t oit c.1700 and again, c.1800. | twas, however, thefinal alteration

o t hehouse, nmadejin t heearly 1960's, which determ ned t henmsjor inportance

of thehouse today. At that time, theproperty was purchased forinvestnent
jurposes and t hebuilder tore out nost of theoriginal and later trim  Only

he frame of t hehouse remains and, accordingt o Abbott Cumm ngs, this fact

lias made t he Gedney House t henost important study house of 17th c. Massachusetts
rivalled only by SPNEA' s Boardnman House i nSaugus. This nakes t hehouse very
.nportant i nthearea of architectural study.

"he property i salso significant i nlocal history as t hehomestead of El eazer
(Sedney, a promnent figure i n17th c. Salem \Wile t he Cox House was con-
structed later, c. 1775, after ownership of theproperty had left the Gedney
amly, i tisan|intggral part of thesmall house | ot whose bounds aret hesan$
As those of theoriginal ot which Gedney purchased i n 1664.

Illeazer Gedney (1642-1683) was the 6t hchild of John Gedney, who inm grated

to Salem fromNorwi ch County, England i n1637. The younger Gedney becane a
shipwright and i n 1664, he purchased hi s house | ot near t heSouth River i nSalem
"here he constructed Gedney's Wharf and built theoriginal part of the Gedney
[:ouse structure.

Uedney served as Sal em juryman i n1670 and as grand juryman i n1675 and 1676
H was Clerk of theMarket i n1667/68 and a Fence Surveyor for theNorth Fielei
in 1678/79. H acted as Salemconstable i n1671, t he sane year that he becane
c freeman. Upon his death i n1683, hi s wi dow conveyed t hehouse t o their

ql dest son, Eleazer,Jr. who occupied it with Ifas wife until about 1690.

ijlie property changed hands several times until Benjamin Cox acrruiredi t
onetime before theAnerican Revolution. | twas apparently he who constructec.
tihe second house on thel otc.1775. Cox's heirs owned t heproperty until 187/,
fter which time it passed through many owners until it was purchased by SPNE,
iln 1967. ., VT

.'l/\



9 MNORBI BLi dGRAPH CAL REFERENCES

Perl ey, Sidney, History of Sal em Mass., 1924.
Essex County, South District, Registry of Deeds.

Qumm ngs, Abbott Lowel |, Book manuscript on 17th c. architecture, i nprep-
aration, April 1974.

™ EOERAPH CAL DATA

LATITUDE ANDLONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AMDLONG|-" JDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFINING THtL CINTIR POINT OF A PKOPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
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For Elizabeth Amadon, State Survey Director, By TahFrp cha”

ORG ANl ZATI ON

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion NTIT4

STREET ANDNUMBER;

40 Beacon Street

CITY OR TOWN:

025
[Boston 617-727-8470 .. Massachusetts
j12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICA I ION NATION STER VERIFICATION

As thedesignated State Liaison Officer forthe Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion
in theNational Register and certify that it hasbeen
evaluated according tothec-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. Therecommended

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Director, Otlice of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nominationis:
National p State . Local . ~
Name .
ATTEST:
ont. | k. a
Hc noaanle IJokr]]ffl E.ggjl-'%avoren

Sacratary of the Commonwealth
Titie‘/\/\"l\'l\'""A""I\I\I\I\/\/\/\/\/\/\‘/\/\/\ H | Storl Cal

Commissxon Keeper of The National,!

Date Date
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT G- THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL RE@ STER G- HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DGOUMENTATI ON

PROPERTY  Gedney and Cox Houses
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Essex

DATE RECEI VED. 4/ 28/ 11 DATE F PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE (r 16THDAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 6/ 13/ 11
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST;

REFERENCE NUMBER 74000389

NCM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FAR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PDIL: N PER OD N PROGRAM UNAPPROED, N
FEQEST N SAWPLE N SLCR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
QOMMENT WAl VER N
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

Additiond Dooumentatian Approved

RECOM/ (R
REVI EVER DI SCI PLI NE
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nomnation isreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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Re-evaluation of construction date due to dendrochronology

As areault of the dendrochronology testing of Phesel and Phesel| of Gedney Housein
November of 2001, the construction date of Phase | has now been identified as the middle of
1664, or possibly into 1665, and the date of Phese || as 1706. The resserch team consigted of
Danid Miles and Michae Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology L aboratory, England,
with Anne Grady of the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting
as liaison. Their report, cited below, presented the following results and conclusions. Eight
timbers from the first phase were sampled including various Suds, arear girt from the rear (eest)
leen-to, agtory pogt, and achimney girt. The front story post and two studs metched one another
and were dated to the spring of 1664. The rear girt in the ground-floor wall-framing of the eest
leantto was felled in the winter of 1664/5. The other four timbers were not dated successfully.
Five sasmpleswere taken from Phesell, the south end lean-to that later was raised to twofull
gories. The samples came from the front girt, two studs, the reer wall plate, and aprincipal rafter
in the upgtairs. Three of thesetimbers were dated individually but crosssmatching among them
was poor. The front girt was felled in the goring of 1703, a sud was felled in the winter of
1704/5, and the wall plate was felled during the winter of 1705/6. The congtruction date of Phese
Il isnot as conclusive as Phase |, but congtruction was not commenced until 1706.

The full results of the analyss are presented in: D. W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne
Andrus Grady, Devd opment of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologiesfor Dating Historic Structure
in Eastern Massachusetts, Phase |, Massachusdtts Historical Commission Survey and Planning
Grant Completion Report, Interim Report 2002/6, Society for the Preservation of New England
Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2002. An gbridged version of the
report can be found on the website www.dendrochronology.com. The full report can be found &
SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and a the Massachusetts Historical Commission.

A nateon dendrochronology dating

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been devedoped for eestern Massachusdtts and
adjacent regions, and anumber of buildings or parts of buildings have been evduated and given
new congtruction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating isasmple one: the seasond variations in climate produce variations in growth which
ae reflected in the varying width of the annud rings of the tree. The rings in timbersfrom
historical houses are compared with previoudy dated ring sequencesfrom old-growth trees and
from timber from structures with well-established datesto allow precise datesto be ascribed to
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A
dendrochronologist then andyzes the results and establishesthe datethe tree was felled. Some
caution mugt be usad in interpreting these dates to determine the congtruction date of a building.

(continued)
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Sometimes timbers from the same construction pheseof the same building have been felled one,
two or more years gpart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with
green or unssesoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed within twelve or
eighteen months from the felling date.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusatts

April 19 2011 ~'A"~ Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

Nationa Park Service

National Regider of Historic Faces
1201 Eye Strest NW, 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

Enclosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previoudy listed on the
National Regider of Historic Flaces reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of
construction, based upon dendrochronological techniques.

These properties include:
Bogon (Suffolk County):

JamesBlake House (NRIND, 5/1/74)
Perce House (NRIND, 4/26/74)

Cambridge (Middlesex County):
Cooper-Frog-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72)

Dedham (Norfolk County):

Farbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66)

Deerfidd (Franklin County):
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66)

Allen House (MHC #20)

John Ashley House (MHC #31)

Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23)
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47)
Childs House (MHC #53)

Frary House (MHC #13)

Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58)
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC #24)
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax:(617) 727-5128
wWww. SsC date ma usmhc



Little Brown House (MHC #79)

Moors House (MHC #39)

Nims House (MHC #12)

Russ| House (MHC #49)

Saxton House (MHC #48)

Severance House (MHC #19)

John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32)

Stebbins House (MHC # 36)

John Williams House (MHC # 50)
Ess=x (Es=x County):

Cogswdl's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90)
Gloucegter (Ess=x County):

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90)
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA]

Ipswich (Essex County):
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90
First Period Buildings of Eagern MA, TRA

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80)
[High Street HD]

Lexington (Middlesex County):

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71)
Millville (Worcester County):

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84)
Newbury (Essex County):

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76)
[Newbury HD]

Sdem (Ess=x County):

Eleszer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74)
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD]

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73)
[Chestnut Street HD]



Sandwich (Barngtable County):
Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76)
Winthrop (Suffolk County):

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA  3/9/90)
[Firgt Period Buildings of Easern MA, TRA]

Hease add the endosed continuation sheds to the existing National Register nomination

files.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg 0
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

Endoaures



