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D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Gedney and Cox Houses s i t on a quarter-acre l o t i n a high-density residen 
t i a l area of Salem, j u s t to the south of the c i t y ' s main h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 
The north elevation of the Gedney House faces High Street, separated from i t 
by a wooden picket fence. The Cox House i s set farther back from the street; 
i t s facade faces north. The l o t i s bounded on the east by the wall of a 
neighboring house, on the southeast and south by a wire fence, and on the wes 
by a hedge and stone r e t a i n ing wa l l . The bounds of the house l o t are the 
same as those of the house l o t as o r i g i n a l l y purchased i n 1664 by Eleazerz-Ged 
ney. 

The older of the two houses i s the Gedney House, the o r i g i n a l portion of whic|i 
was b u i l t by the Salem shipwright, Eleazer Gedney, c.1665, a date confirmed 
by tree-ring analysis. The frame of t h i s house has been stripped of most of 
i t s o r i g i n a l and la t e r t r i m , and i n t h i s form i t has been preserved by the 
Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) for study 
purposes. 

The evidence thus exposed cl e a r l y indicates that the house, as o r i g i n a l l y 
constructed, consisted of two rooms on the ground f l o o r with a central chimnejy 
To the l e f t of the chimney, the house was 2h stories high and covered with a 
north-south ridge roof from which a gable dormer projected on the ea^± facade 
side. To the r i g h t of the chimney, however, a lean-to roof, at r i g h t angles 
to the gable roof, covered a 1-story high room. Furthermore, there i s evidenjce 
that the house contained some kind of rear lean-to construction. ( A l l the ^ 
rooms i n t h i s o r i g i n a l house are mentioned i n Eleazer Gedney's 1683 estate cz 
inventory.) n 

C.1700, the room at the r i g h t was raised to a f u l l 2h stories, creating the 
roof slope as seen from the street today, and the rear roof slope as i t can 
be seen from the a t t i c . The facade gable dormer was probably removed at t h i i 
time. C.1800, whatever had existed at the rear of the house was shorn away, 
and a f u l l 2-story lean-to was b u i l t across the whole west rear of the house 
with separate s t a i r s and a separate chimney. 

Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries there were the usual changes of t r i m , 
but the f i n a l a l t e r a t i o n of the house i s noteworthy because i t has gaven the 
house i t s present form. I n the early 1960's, the property was purchased for 
investment purposes and the builder, as noted e a r l i e r , tore out most of the 
o r i g i n a l and la t e r t r i m i n the Gedney House. He also removed a l l of the 
brickwork of the second chimney except for i t s f r o n t l ^ a l l , and i t was i n t h i s 
form that SPNEA acquired the house. 
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1 .DESCRIPTION 
Gedney and Cox Houses,Salem 

the house into overseer's quarters. Fireplaces were opened, revealing o r i g i n a l 
cranes and an oven. The north facade has 3 bays with a central front entrance 
having a simple door casing. A l l of the windows are double-hung sash of 6/6 
and are regularly placed on the facade. A brick chimney projects from the south 
plane of the asphalt shingled roof. The foundation i s brick. A l l elevations 
of the house are covered with red clapboards. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Today the Gedney House has a five-bay east facade; the front entrance has only 
a simple door casing. The fenestration of 6/9 and 6/6 windows i s regular on the 
Eacade and on the back elevation, and i s irregular on the side elevations. A 
Dack entrance i s located i n the north half of that elevation. The peaked roof 
cises steeply on the east side, but reaches out obliquely to the west to cover 
the 18th c. addition, giving the house a salt-box p r o f i l e . A cemented brick int ^ i r -
ior chimney projects from the west roof plane. The house s i t s on a brick founda 
t i o n . I t s facade and side elevations are covered with yellow clapboards and 
the back elevation with wooden shingles. 

rhe one-and-a-half story gambrel salt-box Cox House was b u i l t circa 17J5, prob 
ably by Benjamin Gpx, to whom the ownership of the Gedney property has passed by 
th i s date. When SPNEA acquired i t i n 1967, along with the Gedney House, a back 
room was lengthened to make the house into overseer's quarters. Fireplaces were 
reopened, revealing o r i g i n a l cranes and an oven. The north facade has three bay 
with a central f r o n t entrance having a simple door casing. A l l of the windows 
are 6/6 sash and are regularly placed only on the facade. A brick chimney 
projects from the south plane of the asphalt-shingled east-west gambrel roof. 
The foundation i s also b r i c k . A l l elevations of the house are covered with red 
clapboards, t h i s probably having been the o r i g i n a l color of the house. 
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S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The e a r l i e s t part of the Gedney House was constructed c.1665 and changes were 
made to i t c.1700 and again,c.1800. I t was, however, the f i n a l a l t e r a t i o n 
o the house, madejin the early 1960's, which determined the major importance 

of the house today. At that time, the property was purchased for investment 
jurposes and the builder tore out most of the o r i g i n a l and later t r i m . Only 
he frame of the house remains and, according to Abbott Cummings, t h i s fact 

!ias made the Gedney House the most important study house of 17th c. Massachusetts 
::ivalled only by SPNEA's Boardman House i n Saugus. This makes the house very 
.mportant i n the area of arc h i t e c t u r a l study. 

"he property i s also s i g n i f i c a n t i n local history as the homestead of Eleazer 
(Sedney, a prominent figure i n 17th c. Salem. While the Cox House was con­
structed l a t e r , c. 1775, aft e r ownership of the property had l e f t the Gedney 
amily, i t i s an|intggral part of the small house l o t whose bounds are the sam$ 
As those of the o r i g i n a l l o t which Gedney purchased i n 1664. 

Illeazer Gedney (1642-1683) was the 6th ch i l d of John Gedney, who immigrated 
to Salem from Norwich County,England i n 1637. The younger Gedney became a 
shipwright and i n 1664, he purchased his house l o t near the South River i n Salem, 
"here he constructed Gedney's Wharf and b u i l t the o r i g i n a l part of the Gedney 
I;ouse structure. 

Cledney served as Salem juryman i n 1670 and as grand juryman i n 1675 and 1676 
He was Clerk of the Market i n 1667/68 and a Fence Surveyor for the North Fielei 
i n 1678/79. He acted as Salem constable i n 1671, the same year that he became 
c. freeman. Upon his death i n 1683, his widow conveyed the house to t h e i r 
qldest son, Eleazer,Jr. who occupied i t with Ifais wife u n t i l about 1690. 

ijlie property changed hands several times u n t i l Benjamin Cox acrruired i t 
ometime before the American Revolution. I t was apparently he who constructec. 

t}he second house on the l o t c.1775. Cox's heirs owned the property u n t i l 187/, 
f t e r which time i t passed through many owners u n t i l i t was purchased by SPNEi, 

i|n 1967. , , v7 
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Re-evaluation of construction date due to dendrochronology 

As a result of the dendrochronology testing of Phase I and Phase II of Gedney House in 
November of 2001, the construction date of Phase I has now been identified as the middle of 
1664, or possibly into 1665, and the date of Phase II as 1706. The research team consisted of 
Daniel Miles and Michael Worthington of the Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, England, 
with Anne Grady of the Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities (SPNEA) acting 
as liaison. Their report, cited below, presented the following results and conclusions. Eight 
timbers from the first phase were sampled including various studs, a rear girt from the rear (east) 
lean-to, a story post, and a chimney girt. The front story post and two studs matched one another 
and were dated to the spring of 1664. The rear girt in the ground-floor wall-framing of the east 
lean-to was felled in the winter of 1664/5. The other four timbers were not dated successfully. 
Five samples were taken from Phase II , the south end lean-to that later was raised to two full 
stories. The samples came from the front girt, two studs, the rear wall plate, and a principal rafter 
in the upstairs. Three of these timbers were dated individually but cross-matching among them 
was poor. The front girt was felled in the spring of 1703, a stud was felled in the winter of 
1704/5, and the wall plate was felled during the winter of 1705/6. The construction date of Phase 
II is not as conclusive as Phase I , but construction was not commenced until 1706. 

The full results of the analysis are presented in: D. W. H. Miles, M. J. Worthington, and Anne 
Andrus Grady, Development of Standard Tree-Ring Chronologies for Dating Historic Structure 
in Eastern Massachusetts, Phase I I , Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey and Planning 
Grant Completion Report, Interim Report 2002/6, Society for the Preservation of New England 
Antiquities and Oxford Dendrochronology Laboratory, May 31, 2002. An abridged version of the 
report can be found on the website www.dendrochronology.com. The full report can be found at 
SPNEA, now known as Historic New England, and at the Massachusetts Historical Commission. 

A note on dendrochronology dating 

In recent years tree-ring chronologies have been developed for eastern Massachusetts and 
adjacent regions, and a number of buildings or parts of buildings have been evaluated and given 
new construction dates due to tree-ring dating, or dendrochronology. The principle behind tree-
ring dating is a simple one: the seasonal variations in climate produce variations in growth which 
are reflected in the varying width of the annual rings of the tree. The rings in timbers from 
historical houses are compared with previously dated ring sequences from old-growth trees and 
from timber from structures with well-established dates to allow precise dates to be ascribed to 
each ring. Computer comparisons quantify how good the match is between the two. A 
dendrochronologist then analyzes the results and establishes the date the tree was felled. Some 
caution must be used in interpreting these dates to determine the construction date of a building. 

(continued) 
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Sometimes timbers from the same construction phase of the same building have been felled one, 
two or more years apart. However, it was common practice to build timber-framed structures with 
green or unseasoned timber, and it is likely that construction was completed within twelve or 
eighteen months from the felling date. 

(end) 
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Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street NW, 8"̂  floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Enclosed please find supplementary information for 34 properties previously listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, reflecting recent scholarship regarding their dates of 
construction, based upon dendrochronological techniques. 

These properties include: 

Boston (Suffolk County): 

James Blake House (NRIND, 5/1/74) 
Pierce House (NRIND, 4/26/74) 

Cambridge (Middlesex County): 

Cooper-Frost-Austin House (NRIND 9/22/72) 

Dedham (Norfolk County): 

Fairbanks House (NRIND, NHL, 10/15/66) 

Deerfield (Franklin County): 
All properties are located within the Old Deerfield Village HD (NRDIS, NHL 10/15/66) 

Allen House (MHC #20) 
John Ashley House (MHC #31) 
Eldad Bardwell House (MHC #23) 
Bull-Williams House (MHC #47) 
Childs House (MHC #53) 
Frary House (MHC #13) 
Eliezer Hawks House (MHC #58) 
Hinsdell-Williams House (MHC #24) 
Jonathan Hoit House (MHC # 9) 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax:(617) 727-5128 
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Little Brown House (MHC #79) 
Moors House (MHC #39) 
Nims House (MHC #12) 
Russell House (MHC #49) 
Saxton House (MHC #48) 
Severance House (MHC # 19) 
John Sheldon - Hawks House (MHC #32) 
Stebbins House (MHC # 36) 
John Williams House (MHC # 50) 

Essex (Essex County): 

Cogswell's Grant (NRIND 4/19/90) 

Gloucester (Essex County): 

White-Ellery House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA] 

Ipswich (Essex County): 
Paine-Dodge House (NRIND, NRTRA, 3/9/90 
First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA 

Merchant-Choate House (NRDIS, NRMRA, 9/17/80) 
[High Street HD] 

Lexington (Middlesex County): 

Hancock - Clarke House (NRIND. NHL, 7/17/71) 

Millville (Worcester County): 

Chestnut Hill Meeting House (NRIND 11/13/84) 

Newbury (Essex County): 

Tristram Coffin House (NRIND, NRDIS, 5/24/76) 
[Newbury HD] 

Salem (Essex County): 

Eleazer Gedney House (NRDIS, 10/1/74) 
[Gedney and Cox Houses HD] 

Pickering House (NRDIS 8/28/73) 
[Chestnut Street HD] 



Sandwich (Barnstable County): 

Wing Fort House (NRIND 6/3/76) 

Winthrop (Suffolk County): 

Deane Winthrop House (NRIND, NRTRA 3/9/90) 
[First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, TRA] 

Please add the enclosed continuation sheets to the existing National Register nomination 
files. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 0 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosures 


