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1. Name of Property
historic name Brookfield Coimon Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location Upper River Strppt?;
street & number Howard, Sherman, Prouty, West Main. Main and N, "J* not for publication
city, oon  Brookfield vicinity
state  Massachusetts code MA county Worcester code n?7 zip code 01506
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
DT] private r~| building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
nn public-local FXI district 80 ?7  buildings
| | public-State e site ?. Q_ 0 sites
| Ipublic-Federal r~| structure J- 0  structures
n object -1 Z- 3 objects
O3 -30- Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification
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nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opiriion, the property LXJineets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Sgnature of certifying official txecutiv® Director, Massachusetts Historical Dae Commission;
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| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. See continuation sheet.
I 1determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



Brookfield

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling, Multiple

Dwelling, Secondary Structure

Comnerce / Department Store, Warehouse

Social / Meeting Hall

Government / Town Hall, Fire Station

7. Description

Architectural Classification

(enter categories from instructions)

No Style

Early Republic / Federal

M d-19th Century / QG eek Revival

Late Victorian / Gothic, Italianate,
Second Enpire, Queen Anne, Stick Style,
Romanesque Revi val

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Commmn Historic District, Brookfield MA

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic / Single Dwelling, Multiple
Dwel [ ing, Secondary Structure
Commer ce / \Mrehouse, Department Store
Social / Meeting Hall

Governnent / Town Hall, Fire Station

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick

walls Brick. Clapboard. Wood Shingle
Synthetic. Stone

roof Asphalt, Slate

other Granite

Located i nthesouthwestern corner of Wrcester County, Massachusetts,
Brookfield | sdomnated i nit stopography by t he broad neadows and val | ey of
the Quaboag River, which flows inanorthwesterly direction throughthe
northern section of town. This broad valley was once t he bed of alarge
glacial lake that extended from Vst BrookfieldtoEast Brookfield. Gently
rolling hills north and south of thevalley are cut by nunerous streans, which
flow between t henorth-south ridges into the Quaboag River. Quaboag Pond, t he
source of theriver, and Quacunguasit Pond are at t he southeastern border of
town and form part of thetow boundary with East Brookfield.

The town center, located north of t he Quaboag River, occupies a small
pl ateau consisting of Merrimac | oam heavy phase, andBrookfieldloam
Brookfield | oamand Brookfieldstony |oamarefound onthehilltopsand

sl opes, with occasional drumins covered byrich Paxton [oam These soils are
agriculturally inportant andproductive, particularly well suited to grow ng
hay, grains, and potatoes. Route 9, including remmants of theol d Boston Post
Road, passes through thevillage from southeast towest. Brookfield CGonmon
(al so known as Bani ster Cormon) i slocated at theintersection of Main Street,
the historic east-west route through thetown center, and upper River Street,
whi ch connects thevillage tosettlements south of t he Quaboag River. The

| andscape opens out t o neadownorth of thevillage.

Brookfield Qomon Historic District conprises roughly 62 acres with nost
resources organized around Banister QGommon, thedistrict's major open space.
The northern end of theQmmon is theMall, atriangular plot of |and
separated from t he Gonmon by an extension of Central Street, follow ng
18t h-century cowpaths. Large shade trees line theeast, west, andsouth edges
of theCmmon. Central Street tothe west i sthecivic and commercial focus
of thevillage, with theTown Hall, commercial buildings, and the
Congregational Church fronting the Conmon. Two other churches andthe town
library areincorporated into residential devel opnent surrounding the Gonmon
and onside streets. Historic buildingsflanking the Gomon are generally of
uniform size and scale, giving way t oless regul ar devel opnent onlarger lots
to thenorth, south and west andsmaller scale devel opment onside streetst o
the east. Buildings aregenerally set close tothesidewalk with side and
rear yards. Barns or garages appear at therear of several house |ots.

nn See continuation sheet
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Education/Li brary Education/ Library
Rel i gi on/Religious Structure; Rel i gi on/ Rel i gious Structure,
Church-rel ated Residence Church-rel ated Residence
Recr eat i on/ Monunent Recr eat i on/ Monunent
Landscape/ Pl aza, Street Landscape/ Pl aza, Street

Furniture-Object Furniture-Object
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7. Architecture Classification

Late 19t h Century Revival/
Col oni al Revival, Tudon
Revi val
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The historic district contains 107 buildings, one structure, and 15
objects; 80 buildings, one structure, and 12 objects contributeto the
district's architectural and historical integrity. All contributing resources
were i n place by 1939, the end of the period of significance. Sorme dwellings
have attached bans at the side or rear; those known to have been detached
originally have been counted as separate buildings. While sone
noncontributing buildings are historic buildingsaltered by siding or
additions, the majority are garages and residential infill constructed after
the period of significance.

The district displays notable concentrations of buildingsinthe Federal
G eek Revival, and Italianate styles, with at |east one exanple of every mjor
late 19th and early 20th-century style also present. Many buil dings are
vernacular interpretations of the high styles, particularly the 1 1/2-story
houses on Sherman, Lincoln, and Prouty Streets which are best described as
Victorian vernacular. Sonme houses from the late 18th to md-19th centuries
were updated with wap-around porches and bracketed cornices inthe late 19th
century.

Generally, residential and commercial buildingsare 1-1/2 to 2-1/2 stories,
wood-frame, with clapboard or shingle siding. [Isolated exanples of brick
residential constructionlargely date to the first half of the 19th century.

O der institutional buildings such as the Congregational and Catholic churches
are wood-frame, with later exanples in stone and brick. Barns and garages are
general ly wood-frame, gable-roofed structures.

Resi dential Buildings

The earliest houses inthe district are in the Federal style, and are
ranged primarily along Main Street, the ol d Boston Post Road. Generally, the
houses are hipped roof, two-story structureswith interior end chimeys,
five-bay center-entry facades, and double-pile plans. These wood-frane
dwel lings vary in the quantity of their architectural detailing, from the
relatively unornanented facade of the Oliver Paddock House, 12 \Wst Main
Street (1800, ML #C-115), to the flared window lintels and broken pedimented
door surround with fanlight on the Prouty House, 3 Main Street (1790, see
below). A later exanple of the Federal style inbrick isthe J. S Shernman
House, 14 Gonmon Street (ca. 1815, MC #E-150, Photo #2). Laid i n common
bond, the double-pile, hipped roof house has a 2-story gabled brick ell
Wndows containing 222 sash are topped with flared brick lintels, and the
center entry has three-pane sidelights and transom

Most inmpressive architecturally of the district's Federal style houses is
the Oliver Crosby House, 13 Wst Main Street, (1797, MC #GC 114, Photo #3)
attributed to Asher Benjamn (1771-1845), the country builder and author of

(continued)
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several builders' guides inthe late 18th andearly 19th centuries. Benjamn

is believed to have designed another house in what is nowWst Brookfield, the
Luke Bal dwin House (ca. 1796, demolished). The Croshy House is a hipped roof

structure with pedimented frontispiece, displaying amodillioncom ce with
egg anddart mol ding andkeyed lintels over wi ndows containing 12/12 sash.
Fenestration of the center hall includes anelaborate door surround of fluted

Corinthian pilasters carrying anoversized keyed fanlight with tracery.
Tracery also appears in the sidelights of the entry, in panels flanking the
doubl e- hung wi ndow over the entry, andin the keyed fanlight in the pediment.
Reportedly designed as a duplex with the center hall dividing the building
into twoseparate houses, the structure hasfive-bay, center-entry facades on
the north (min facade) andwest. Tothe west is aframe 1 1/2-story gabled
wing, formerly anattached carriage shed, with nolded keyed arches springing
from Doric pilasters. Theoriginal arched openings are nowinfilled with
vertical boards.

The district's Greek Revival houses are generally 2 or 2 1/2-story,
gable-front, wood-franme dwellings with three-bay facades andside-hall plans.
Most incorporate lateral wings, rear ells, or porches added |ater. Many of
the district's Greek Revival buildings surround the Comrmon. A typical exanple
of the form is the Banister House, 16ALincoln Street (ca. 1830, ML #A- 47,
Photo #4) at the southern edge of the Cormon. The house presents a pedinented
gable front t othe (nunon, andthe end-bay entry has a broad nine-pane transom
and three-pane sidelights. The gabled two-story east wing is said to have
been a separate house noved t othe site ca. 1870. Next t othe Banister House
is the John Robinson House, 18 Lincoln Street (ca. 1840, NHC #A-46, Photo
#4), updated from i tsoriginal Geek Revival appearance ca. 1890. Ret ai ni ng
wi de corner pilasters, a broad frieze, andfour chimeys, the house was
transformed with the addition of fish scale shingles in the gable end, a
wr ap-around porch with jigsaw brackets onthe north andwest sides, andw ngs
on the east andsouth sides.

Monurment al exanpl es of the Greek Revival include the second Stowell House
and the Dr. Pease House, bhoth on upper River Street. The Stowell House, 19
River Street (ca. 1830, MHC #E-166) is a well-proportioned Geek Revival with
recessed entry, sidelights, andtransom Fluted pilasters enrich the door
surround. Coner pilasters andthe pediment are of flushboard siding.
Wndows (6/6 sash) have corner block surrounds. Thetwo-story gabled south
ell hasa porch with a shed roof andfour Doric colums. Qnthe north side of
the house i s a porch with four lonic colums anda plain balustrade. The Dr.
Pease House, 13 River Street (1852, MHC #E-171, Photo #5) is the only
temple-front Geek Revival house in the historic district. Four fluted Doric
colums span the three-bay, center-entry facade, which is finishedwith
flushboard siding andcorner pilasters. The double-door entry i s intact
behind a boxed enclosure. O nament includes an ogee-arched blind fan in the

(continued)
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pedi ment and paired, brackets, probably later additions, at the cornice.

Two Greek Revival dwellings i nbrick are the Charles Deane House, 5 Main
Street, (1831, ML #B-79) with elliptical fanlight and sidelights atthe
end-bay entry and a blind ogee fani nthe pedimented front gable, and the Rev.
Coit House, 5 River Street (ca. 1850, MC #E-170). The Coit house i s an
unusual dwelling with a hipped roof and intersecting pedimented gable facing
the Mall. Originallya gable-front structure with three-bay facade and
side-hall plan, the house was renmodeled ca. 1890 with the addition of another,
double-pile bay on the south side to produce the present four-bay facade with
entry i nthe second bay. Wndow lintels also suggest that the house was huilt
in two sections. Lintels of thelong French wi ndows on t he facade and side of
the addition duplicate the stone lintels of theoriginal building i nsize and
shape but are executed i n wood.

The historic district includes several buildings constructed as workers
housing for Brookfield s boot and shoe factories i nthe second half of the
19th century. Worker housing, including both single-fam |y dwellings and
multi-famly tenements, i svernacular stylistically, but conpatible with
surrounding residential construction i nsize, scale, and materials. Although
this housing dates primarily tothelast quarter of the 19thcentury, two
earlier Greek Revival exanples survive. The Fales Tenenent House, 21 River
Street (ca. 1860, MC //E165) i sa 2 1/2-story, three-bay, vernacular house
with broad gable front and center entry. The house was modified i nthe late
19th century with the addition of a one-bay entry porch flanked by two-tier
wi ndow bays on t he facade. At 9 Howard Street, the Stowell Tenenent House
(1860, MHC #A-26) i sanother 2 1/2-story house with a four-bay facade (east
el evation) distinguished by comer pilasters, and separate entries with small
porches on thenorth and south sides.

Italianate houses i nthehistoric district are generally 2 1/2-story
wood-frame buildings with two- or three-bay facades, and entries either i n the
gable end or on a side elevation. Virtually all buildings i nthe style have
bracketed cornices; and sone have oversized scroll brackets at the door hood
over theentry. At thewestern boundary of thehistoric district i s the
Loui se Gall oway House, 17 West Main Street (1840, ML #C- 112), also known as
the Tea Rbpom The gable-front and wing structure consists of a clapboarded
mai n block and board and batten el | to theeast. The two-bay gable end has a
first-floor bay window with omamental brackets that arerepeated i n the
gable, second-story wi ndows with nol ded wi ndow heads and 6/6 sash, and paired
round-arched gable windows. Galloway, a vaudeville personality, opened atea
roomi nthe house i n1924. Later exanples of theltalianate style include the
Clancy Walttenore House, 10 Howard Street (1870, MHLC #A-28) and the Joel
Rogers House, 8 Howard Street (1880, Mt #A-27). The gable-front facade (west
el evation) of the Wlttenore House features a two-tier bay w ndow, comer

(continued)



United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Contlnuatlon Sheet Brookfield Gonmon Historic District
Brookfield, M

Section number Page

boards, and a paired bracket cornice. A bracketed porch shields the offset
entry on the south elevation. The nore vernacul ar Rogers House with a
three-bay facade and side-hall planhas a broad gable roof, thin corner
pilasters, one-story full-width porch, and single round-arched w ndowi nthe
gabl e end.

The historic district includes two high-style Italianate houses, the
Geor ge Johnson House on upper River Street and the H D Fales House on Min
Street. The Johnson House, 22 River Street (1863, MC #E 164) i s notedfor
its spacious | ot and deep setback fromthe street. The side-gable dwelling
has a three-bay, center-entry facade marked by a broad cross-gable and a
one-story full-width porch. Paired doors beneath an elliptical transom are
flanked by sidelights. A round-arched tripartite windowi s centered over the
entry, and two round-arched w ndows appear i n the facade gable. A bracketed
center-gable barn survives at the rear of the property. O Miin Street at the
opposite end of River Street isa section of Brookfield formerly referred to
as Mansion Rw (Photo #6). Here islocated the H D Fales House, 4 Vst Main
Street (1873, MC #GC 110), a sjnmetrical hipped roof house with cross gables
centered on the facade and side elevations and a cornice of paired brackets.
Two-tier bay windows with stick-work detailing over the second story flank the
center entry, which i s narked by a one-story, one-bay porch. Qher w ndows
containing 1/1 or 2/2 sash have surrounds with nol ded heads and scrolls at the
sills. Cabled dorners flanking each cross gable contain single round-arched
wi ndows. Etched gl ass panels i nthe double doors of the entry add tothe
richness of the facade. A one-story bracketed porch with a dentil cornice
spans the east elevation.

Ki nbal wood, 2 Vést Main Street (1864, MC #GC 109, Photos #6 and 7)
adjacent to the Fales House i s the nost el aborate of the few Second Enpire
houses i nthe historic district. The present building replaces a house that
burned i n 1863. Designed by Elbridge Boyden of Wrcester, also architect of
the Congregational Church on Gtmmon Street, Kinbalwood was built by nen who
worked i n the Kinball and Robinson shoe factory of Brookfield. Tw and
one-half stories with a slate mansard roof, Kinbalwood has a symetrical,
three-bay facade and square massing. Brick interior chinneys display panel
brick detailing above the roofline. A slightly projecting central bay
di stingui shed by corner quoins and flushboard siding incorporates the main
entry i na round-arched surround. Quoins also appear at the outer corners of
the clapboarded exterior. Fenestration generally consists of double w ndows
with 1/1 sash beneath bracketed wi ndow hoods. Arched dormer w ndows with
scrolls at the bases contain round-arched 2/2 sash. Full-width porches on the
facade (south) and west side incorporate rusticated central piers, el aborate
jig-sawn balustrades, and wide friezes with modillion cornicesand QG eek key
mol dings, mrroring the mdillions and noldings of the primary comce. The
interior of this recently restored house retains the original four-room

(continued)
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center-hall floorplan with rear kitchen ell, as well as woodwork, marble
mantels, lighting fixtures, and other accessories.

Other Second Enpire dwellings of a nore vernacul ar nature are found on
Sherman Street: the Benjamin Rice House, 6 Shernman Street (1875, ML #A-211)
and the Taylor Clough House, 7 Sherman Street (1871, MC //A210, AA). \hile
definitely influenced by prevailing architectural taste, these 1 1/2-story
mansard cottages are nore nodest i n scale and ornament than Kinbal wood. The
Rice House retains molded wi ndow hoods, on the first floor, pedinented w ndow
hoods on the dornmers, and a plain one-bay entry porch on the two-bay facade.
The Clough House i s similar indesign but has been rendered noncontributing
due to the addition of synthetic siding.

The historic district includes several Victorian vernacul ar houses from
the last quarter of the 19th century which lack the identifying features of
a specific architectural style. The houses were generally associated with
enpl oyees of Brookfield' s boot and shoe factories, either as rental tenements
or as single-famly homes. The W E Sargent Houses, 10 and 12 Prouty Street
(ca 1885, ML #A 207 and A-208) are two 1 1/2-story, gable-front and wing
houses with asymmetrical facades, constructedfor shoe factory workers at the
edge of a largely Irish tenement district known as the Patch. The H L.
Sherman House, 14 Lincoln Street (MC #A-49, Photo #8) and the WIliam Cook
House, 16 Lincoln Street (ML #A-48, Photo #8), both ca. 1890, are simlar 1
1/2-story gable-front and wing houses. Half-width porches shielding entries
are bal anced by square w ndow bays beneath the facade gable. There is a
gabled wall dornmer inthe wing over the porch of the Sherman House, and
shed-roof dorner over the porch of the Cook House.

The ButterworthHouse, 6 Howard Street (1884, ML #A-25) isa fine
exanpl e of Victorian ecletic architecture, and i s also notable for it ssetback
fromthe street and circular driveway. The house has a steeply pitched hipped
roof of slate, capped with iron cresting at the ridge and intersected by cross
gables with vergeboards and decorativetrusses. Bracketed bay wi ndows with
panel ed aprons flank the bracketed one-bay porch of the center entry. A
doubl e round-arched window i s directly above the entry, with a single
round-arched w ndow i nthe gable end. Additional ornament includes thin
corner boards and a one-story porch with modillion com ce on the south
el evation.

The district's only major exanple of Queen Anne residential design i s the
Charles E Rice House, 7 Central Street (1905, MC #A-2). A rambling 2
1/2-story asymmetrical dwelling, the Rice House has a broad gable-front roof
punctuated by smaller cross-gables over projecting bays on the side
el evations. The one-story full-width porch has decorative brackets and turned
posts and balusters. A secondary entrance i nthe side bay on the west

(continued)
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elevation i s marked by oversized scroll brackets at the door hood. n the

second |level of the facade is anoriel windowin the east bay, anda square
gabled projection inthe west bay, added as a sunroom i n the 1920s. Queen

Anne multi-pane windows |ight the entry andstairhall. TheRice House retains
a gabled barn of the sanme period, nowattached to a later ca. 1920 garage
structure.

O the comer of Gonmon and Central Streets across from the
Congregational Church i s the Gavitt House, 10 Cormon Street (MHC #E-148).
Built ca. 1900, this 2 1/2-story Georgian Revival house occupies a highly
visible intersection inthe historic district. Thethree-bay facade with
hi pped roof andprojecting dormers i s omanented by a Geek key frieze band.
Varying depths andprojections of bays andporches addvisual interest. A
wr ap- around porch onthe facade (west) andnorth side incorporates an
octagonal projection at the Gormon Street-Central Street corner. Wndows
contain 6/ 1sash onthe first floor, 12/1 sash onthe second floor, and
tracery i nthe upper sash of the dormers. Recently rehabilitated, the Gavitt
House i s nowthe Brookfield Goimmon Professional Building.

Virtually nonewresidential buildings were constructed i nthe historic
district fromthe early 20th century until after Wrld Vér I|. Qne exception
is acontributing house at 7 Howard Street (ca. 1935). Thisshingle-clad
dwelling has a steep asymmetrical facade gable with slopes of uneven | engths,
a featurefrequently seen i nearly 20th-century wood-frame houses i n the Tudor
Revi val node.

Institutional Buildings

Brookfield' s institutional core was established around Banister Gormmon
and onCentral Street primarily inthe third quarter of the 19th century.
Central Street supported a newkEvangelical Congregational Church (1857), the
ol d high school andpublic library building (demolished), and Town Hall (1868,
bumed 1902). The Methodi st congregation relocated from Central Street to the
sout hwest corner of West Main and River Streets where they built a church
(demolished) i nthe 1860s. Across the Cormon from Central Street, the
Unitarian congregation built a newchurch (1868, burned 1911) on upper River
Street, selling its1836 church to local Catholics, who noved the buildingt o
its present site at the corner of Lincolnand Howard Streets.

St. Mary's Catholic Church (1836, MHC #A-54) at Lincoln and Howard
Streets i s the oldest institutional building inthe historic district,
Relocated t o the present site after it spurchase fromthe Unitarian
congregation i n 1868, the Geek Revival wood-frame church was enlarged and
remodel ed i n 1891. A pedinented gable structure three bays wi de andthree
bays deep, the church has a projecting center-entrypavilion beneath the

(continued)
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pedi ment marked by a square tower with pyram dal roof at the roof ridge.
Ornament includes doubl e-hei ght corner colums supporting the pediment, an
ogee fanlight over the entry, anda one-bay bracketed entry porch datingt oo
the 1891 remodeling. Oher work at that time included construction of a
thirty-foot rear addition and agallery, andinstallation of eighteen
pointed-arch stained glass w ndows.

The Evangelical Congregational Church, 8 Cormon Street (1857, MHC #E- 147)
is a Romanesque Revival building at the northeast corner of Gimon and Central
Streets. Three bays across andfour bays deep, the wood-frame, gabled church
has a three-story square tower centered onthe facade. Thetower features
round-arched wi ndows andcul m nates i n an octagonal steeple with louvered
openings at the base. Flushboards onthe facade simulate dressed stone.
Corbeled com ces appear onthe tower andmain bl ock, andw ndows and doors
are  set into round-arched surrounds. Thenmin entrance at the base of the
tower consists of double doors topped by a transom andarticulated by a hood
mold andpilasters. Architect of the church was Elbridge Boyden of Worcester,
who also designed Kinmbal wood, 2 Wst Main Street (1864, MHC #C-109).

Merrick Public Library is located i n Banister Menorial Hall, 19 Lincoln
Street (1883, MHC #E-153) at the comer of Lincoln and Conrmon Street and was
designed by Boston architects Wait andCutter andbuilt by Levi Mody of
Springfield. Afine exanple of Queen Anne architecture, the two-story hipped
roof building incorporates cross gables with parapeted end walls. Thehall is
constructed of Brookfield brick andtrimmed i n Longneadow sandstone, and
retains its original slate roof andterra-cotta. COF particular interest is
the gargoyle rain spout onthe west elevation. Theinterior displays
bi rchwood paneling, a brick fireplace, andperiod stained glass.

The Col onial Revival Town Hall, 6 Central Street (1904, ML #A-1),
designed by Worcester architect George H Cemence, was constructed by Henry
Mel I on of Worcester onthe site of the first Town Hall, which bumed in 1902.
Bui It of Brookfield brick with granite trimand a slate roof, the Town Hall is
a two-story, hipped building with two major facades. A seven-bay facade with
end-bay entries faces Central Street t othe south, anda three-bay facade
marked by a 3 1/2-story square clock tower with open belvedere faces Gonmon
Street to the west. Thetowered facade gives the brick building a monunental
appear ance when approached from the Common. Contrasting granite ornament
includes arched hood nolds at the entries, keyed windowlintels andsurrounds,
belt courses over the first andsecond stories, anda heavy modillion cornice.

The Unitarian Universalist Church, 9 River Street (1912, MC #E- 169,
Photo #1) i s the only stone building i nthe Gormon Historic District.
Designed i nthe English Country Gothic manner andconstructed of rough-faced,
random coursed stone, the one-story, side-gabledchurch i s domnated by a

(continued)
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squat tower at t he southeast corner. Detailingi slimted to decorative
corner and wall buttresses, stone voussoirs, andembattlenents at thetower,
whi ch includes double doors with strap hinges at t he base. Stained glass
wi ndows are set i nsquat pointed arch surrounds. Heavy arches and strong
horizontals tiethis buildingtoitssetting onthe Gonmon. This church was
constmcted after Iighteningstruck theprevious (1868) church i n 1911.

Commer ci al Buil dings

Brookfield House, 8 Wst Main Street (MHC #C 111) reflects theearly
i mportance of West Main Street as a segnent of t he ol dBoston Post Road, t he
maj or east-west route through thevillage at Brookfield. Constructed i n 1868,
the building i sa replacement for two earlier inns that burned ont hesane
site. Thefirst was alate Georgian residence converted for use asaninni n
1779, The present two-story, five-bay structure hasa late 19th/early
20th-century ganbrel roof andtwo-story wings t ot heeast andwest, thewest
wing built ca. 1880. Wndows contain 6/6 sash.

Central Street i nthevicinity of Prouty Street devel oped as a commerci al
and industrial focus for thevillage i nthesecond half of the19th century.
This followed thesetting off of alarger commercial area at Wst Brookfield
Center i n1848 with thecreation of theseparate town of West Brookfield.
There are noindustrial buildings i ntheBrookfield Gonmon Historic District,
and vacant parcels onCentral Street are evidence of buildings demolitioni n
the comercial area. Extant coimercial buildings andthe Town Hall visually
tie Central Street tothe Common area t othewest.

The larger of thetwo Central Street commercial buildings i sthe E B
Gerald Store, 8 Central Street (1865, MHC #A-4, Photo #9), a two-story,
wood-frame, Italianate structure with a lowhipped roof, wi de eave overhang,
| arge paired brackets, andwi de pilasters. Theone-story full-width porchhas
four chanfered supports, each with acapital andbracket identical i ndesign
to those at thecornice but smaller i nscale. Transons appear above each
display andentry bay. Original 6/6 sash survives behind storm wi ndows. East
of theGerald Store i sFrazier's, 16 Central Street (1868, MHC #A-5, Photo
#9), a dimnutive one-story wood-frame buildingwith aflat roof andfalse
gable front supported by Italianate brackets. Thebuilding' s single
storefront consists of arecessed entry flanked by display w ndows, each
topped with a two-pane transom

The Croshy Store, (1865, MH #A-6, Photo #9) i mediately east of
Frazier's was another Italianate block constructed i nthe sane period.
Recently rehabilitated into doctor's officeswith a Neo-Federal appearance,
the store i snownoncontributing duetoits appearance andtherefore has been
excluded from t he boundaries of thehistoric district.

(continued)
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Qther contributing resources

Brookfield Common Historic District includes several contributing
objects, primarily granite hitching posts, fence posts, andboundary markers
scattered onvarious lots throughout the district. These objects generally
date to the md- to late 19th century. Sonewhat |arger contributing objects
are three commenorative markers of granite, the Knox Marker (1927, MHC #E- 908)
and the Washington H ghway Marker (1932, MHC #E-907) onWst Miin Street, and
one of tw Vér menorials (1919-1920, MHC #E-911) onthe Mall. This first
menmorial, constructed of Rutland granite by Kinsman § Mills GCo. of Rutland,
Vernont, hasbronze tablets documenting the contribution of local nenin the
Civil and Spani sh- American Wars andWorld Var | . Additional small granite
nmonurment s and markers, largely [imited to the Conmon area, were Installed
after the endof period of significance.

The Common (Map #6C1-11 andl | A, Photos #1, 4, and6) itself was
originally a sparsely settled grassy slope of eight acres, comprising part of "
the land belonging t o the Banister famly south of the old Boston Post Road
(West Main Street). In 1735 Joseph Banister sold the eight acres to the town

for use asamilitia drill field. Always a desirable residential area, the
CGormon has shrunk to its present 1.43acres through successive periods of
buil ding.

Noncontributing resources AL 1 LEATE B B A

Brookfield Gommon Historic District includes alimited nunber of
noncontributing resources, primarily wood-frane garages andresidential infill
constructed after the period of significance. Newhouses are generally small
in scale andunobtrusive,; exanples include a Cape at 4 Conmon Street (ca.
1940, Map #E), a ranch house at 3 Post Road (ca. 1950, Map #U), anda nodern e
bungal ow at 15 upper River Street (ca. 1960, NMap #Y), the site of the high
school denolished in 1957 Sone historichouses are noncontributing due t o
the application of synthetic siding, as at the Taylor Clough House (1871, M
#A-210, AA) on Shernan Street, orto alterations, such asthe installationof
a picture window onthe facade of the Unitarian Parsonage (1868, MHC #A-53, 0)
on Lincoln Street.

T newcomrercial buildings are a wood-frame store (ca. 1975, Map #AO
next to the Brookfield House onWst Main Street, andthe brick Brookfield
Post Office (ca. 1960) at 5 Post Road (Route 9, NMap #V). The store, the nore
promnently located of the two buildings, is set back fromthe street in the
same manner as barns andgarages are set back onlots throughout the district

Commenor ative markers erected after the period of significance are
simlar in scale andmaterials to contributing objects. Qne exanple is the

(continued)
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Second Vér Monurent (1972, MHC #C- 906, J) ont he Cormon, a fieldstone menorial
to thesoldiers of Wrld Var | | andt heKorean and Vietnam Wars. An earlier
nonunent t ot hesoldiers of theCivil War, Spanish-Anerican War, and World Vér
| was erected onthe Gonmon i n 1919-1920.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogi cal Description

VWhile no prehistoric sites are currently recorded inthe district, it is
likely that sites are present. Four sites have been recorded in the general
area (within one mle). Thephysical characteristics of the district, high,
wel | -drained terraces inclose proximty to the Quaboag River, a known |ocus

of native settlement, aswell as other wetlands, around the district indicate
favorable locational criteria for native settlement and subsistence
activities. @Gven the above information, the size of the district (62 acres),
its large anount of open space, andlimted historical developnent, i t is
probable that sites are present.

There i s also a high potential for significant historical archaeol ogical
remains within the district. Controlled testing and excavation nay determ ne
whet her survivalsof the town's 1754 neetinghouse and other possible md- to
late 18th century remains exist in the area where town [and neets the Post
Road. An 18th century village devel oped around a neetinghouse center in this
area near the intersection of Main Street and Upper River Streets. Mst
settlement inthe district occurred during the late 18th and 19th centuries,
from which most structuresstill exist. Structural remains from residential,
institutional, andcomrercial buildings that are nolonger extant nay al so be
present, includingtw earlier inns dating from 1799 at the site of the 1868
Brookfield House, remains from the 18th century Town Hall, and at |east two
churches. Occupational-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) are also
likely around nost existing structures and those nowdenolished.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
CZl nationally | | statewide [x] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria fX~JA | |B [Xlc | jP
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [KTA[E]BncnDnNRENnFNG
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates

Architecture ca. 1790-1939
Conmuni ty Pl anning and Devel oprent

Cultural Affiliation ~j~n

Significant Person Architect/Builder
NA Boyden. El bridge; d emence. Geor ge;
A D ' Beniamn. Asher; Wait and riittpr;

Levi: Mllon = Hen

N)G%/. I
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significar%e noted above.

Brookfield Qonmon Historic District, Brookfield, Mssachusetts, is a well
preserved group of buildings conprising the residential, institutional, and
commercial core of thetown. Established as a neetinghouse |ocation for the
Third Parish of Brookfield township in 1754, the village flourished as a
choice residential area i nthe second and third quarters of thel9th century.
Hi gh-styl e residences constructed between ca. 1790 and ca. 1870 surround
Bani ster Gonmon, the district's major open space. Peripheral devel opnent t o
the east isthe direct result of a boomi n Brookfield' sboot and shoe industry
in the [ast quarter of thel9th century. Retaining integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, and association, the Brookfield
Gonmon Historic District meets Criteria Aand Cand Exceptions A and B of the
National Register of Historic Places onthe Local |evel.

The town of Brookfield islocatedinthe southwestern comer of Wrcester
County, roughly equidistant from Wrcester and Springfield. Bounded by
Spencer and East Brookfield tothe east, Sturbridge t othesouth, Wrrenand
West Brookfield t othe west, and North Brookfield tothe north, Brookfield
constitutes a portion of a 1660 | and grant of six square mles by the General
Court tofour nenfrom Ipswich (Essex County). This grant becane known as
Quaboag Pl antation, "Quaboag" being the nane of the local tribe of Southern
New Engl and Al gonquins. [MHG 59]

Foster's (later Foster) Hill near the center of the Quaboag grant, in the
present town of Vst Brookfield, was thelocation of thefirst settlenment of
approxi mtely four famlies by 1665. At that time the inhabitants secured a
deed for the land from Shattockquis, sachem of the Quaboag. [Roy, 29-33] The
provisional township of "Brookfield" was establishedin 1673, anda
meet i nghouse constructed on Foster Hill. Theearly settlement, includingthe
meet i nghouse, was obliterated during athree-day Indian siege i nAugust 1675,
and t hetownship, which had grown t otwenty famlies, remained deserted for
the next eleven years. Resettledin 1686 by settlers from Marlborough,

t [71 See continuation sheet i e
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Suffield, Springfield, and Hadl ey, Brookfield township was nearly abandoned
twice nore, in 1688 and 1693. Native attacks ceased during Queen Anne's \r,
the last local fatality occurring in 1710.

Wthin the next decade, Brookfield township progressed rapidly toward
political self-sufficiency. A newmeetinghouse on Foster Hill (1715) replaced
the one previously destroyed, andin 1717 the First Parish Church of
Brookfield was organized. The size of the original Quaboag grant was enlarged
to eight square mles in 1718. 1 Novenber 12, 1718, the township was
rel eased from government by a Springfieldcomittee and established as an
i ndependent town. The first town meeting was held Decenber 15, 1718.

The size of the town proved too vast for the convenience of attending a
single meetinghouse. During the 1750s Brookfield was divided into three
precincts or parishes: the First Parish at the ol dest settlement in the west,
the Second Parish (1750) in the north, and the Third Parish (1754) in the
south. These parishes later became the towns of West Brookfield (inc. 1848),
North Brookfield (inc. 1812), and Brookfield, respectively. The town of
Brookfield, also known as South Brookfield in the 18th andearly 19th
centuries, was reduced t oitspresent size with the incorporation of East
Brookfield in 1920. Ot her reductions in the size of the original
ei ght-square-mle township occurred with the incorporation of Western (later
Warren) t othe southwest in 1742 and New Braintree t othe northeast in 1751

An agrarian community of dispersed farmsteads, the Third Parish of
Brookfield began t oacquire a central focus in the md-18th century. 1nl1735,
Joseph Banister sold eight acres t othe town (enconpassing the present
1.43-acre Gommon, Photo #1) for useas amilitia training field. The Third
Parish meeting house was constructed in 1754 where the town |and net the Post
Road (1753), the mmin east-west route north of the Quaboag River. A village
devel oped at the meetinghouse center in the vicinity of the present Main
Street/Upper River Street intersection.

The earliest extant houses in the Brookfield Goimmon Historic District are
generally Federal period dwellings built along the old Post Road. These
wood-frame or brick, two-story, five-bay, center-entry houses with hipped
roofs include the Prouty House, 3 Main Street (ca. 1790, M{C #B-78), t he
Oliver Croshby House, 13 Wst Main Street (1797, MHC #C-114), the Oliver
Paddock House, 12 West Main Street (1800, MHC #C 115), the Parker Rice House,
9 Main Street (1800, MHC #B-81), and the Francis Howe House, 1 Post Road (ca.
1810, M #B-78). Isolated Instances of Federal period construction alongthe
common include the first Stowell House, 17 River Street (ca. 1798, ML #E-172)
and the J. S Sherman House, 14 Comnmon Street (1815, M #E-150, Photo #2).

These early houses were built for promnent citizens of the Third

(continued)
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Parish. Oliver Crosby, known locally as a "man of property," owned the nost
architecturally elaborate of the Federal houses, a high-style exanple
attributed to country builder Asher Benjamin. Thesize of the house (Photo
#3) andwealth of i t sornament are indicative of the social stature of the
Crosby family. Aleading citizen of Brookfield, Croshy (1763-1818) was a
Representative in the Massachusetts General Court from 1806 to 1814, Francis
Howe' s residence was another |arge Federal house, later expanded with a2
1/2-story Greek Revival ell onthe north side. Howe was the town's |eading
merchant andit ssole express agent. His property wasthe site of the first
Brookfield post office anda series of general stores inthe 19th century. I n
ca. 1891 the house was converted to aninnto serve as anannex for the
Brookfield House, 8 West Main Street (1868, MHC #C-111). Theonly building in
the historic district remniscent of the town's 18th-century comerci al
activity, the present innwasrebuilt twice i nthe 1860s following fires that
destroyed the original 1779 inn.

The village at Brookfield Qoimmon experienced limited growth inthe first
quarter of the 19th century, a time when town boundaries were further
refined. Dismantling of the old parish/precinct system began with the
separation of the Second Parish in 1812 as the town of North Brookfield. I n
1823, part of the western section of Brookfield was annexed to the townof
Ware. Thelarge village at West Brookfield Center, the parent settlement of
all the Brookfields, was the primary focus of the entire town inthe late 18th
and early 19th centuries. Wth the incorporationof the separate town of Wst
Brookfield in 1848, the residential, institutional andcomrercial core of the
town of Brookfield shifted to the Brookfield Cormon area, a large part of
which i s included inthe Brookfield Gommon Historic District.

Anot her devel opnent that strengthened the separate identity of the
village at Brookfield Cormon was the affiliation of the Third Parish Church
with the Unitarianmnmovenent andthe formation of the Evangelical Societyof
Brookfield. In 1828 the Evangelical Congregational Church dedicated its first
meeti nghouse (demolished), located onMain Street at the corner of Upper River
Street andacross from the Brookfield House. TheUnitarianparishbuilt anew
church onthe site of the present Upper River Street church in 1836. This
building was | ater purchased by a local Catholic pastor andrelocated t o
Lincoln Street (see below).

Transportation inprovements contributedto accelerated devel opment in the
Gormon area.  The Western Railroad, chartered i n 1833, provided passenger
service from Worcester t o Springfield (1839) and Al bany (1842), thereby
establishing Brookfield as a stop onthe primary railroad route from Boston to
the western interior. The depot onlower River Street was |ocated southof
the village in the Quaboag River corridor. TheWstern line merged with the
Boston & Worcester Railroad in 1867 to form the Boston & Al bany Railroad.

(continued)
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Industry was another catalyst for growth in the Gonmon vicinity.
Brookfield as a whole renamined the |east industrialized of al | the Brookfields
in the years prior to the Civil Wr. Boot and shoe-maki ng was the |argest
local industry. Thelargest firm in the Brookfields by the md-19th century
wes T. & E Batcheller Co. of North Brookfield, founded in 1819.  Kimball and
Robi nson, a Brookfield conpany established in 1830, becane the second |argest
firm by 1850, enploying 245 men and wonen who produced 230, 000 pairs of
brogans, largely for Southern slaves. Partners Aaron Kimball andJohn P.

Robi nson al so operated a successful whol esal e boot and shoe house i n Boston.
The partnership was dissolved upon Kimball's retirement in 1864, although
Robi nson continued his interest in the Brookfield factory (precise location
unknown), whi ch was perhaps operated under another name, until 1881.  Other
md-19th century boot andshoe ventures located Immediately outside the
historic district include those of E Twichell & Co. (later G H Burt &Co.)
on Central Street, andCharles Fales onlower River Street. The locally
prom nent Fales family, however, concentrated itsboot andshoe manufacturing
at West Brookfield Center under the directionof John M Fales andlater his
son CGeorge Fales from 1831 to 1892

Brookfield continued to prosper as a predom nantly agrarian conmunity
focusing onm xed husbandry and dairying. Cattle-raisingfor neat anddairy
was the major agricultural activity, andthe nunber of mld cows, heifers,
steers, andoxen raised onBrookfield farns continued to Increase. Butter and
cheese were inmportant products of the farms' dairies through the 1860s.

Bet ween 1865 and 1876, however, the sale of whole mi |k increased from 3, 685
gallons to 89,327 gallons, asmlk was sold to several cheese factoriesin the
area instead of being processed onthe farm Mich of the land south of the
historic district at town center remmined open aslate asthe m d-1880s, owned
by the heirs of Luther Stowell, a Brookfield farmer.

The village at Banister Qommon grew significantly during the period
bet ween 1830 and 1870. Many of Brookfield's leading citizenslived near the
CGommon, including wealthy farmers Luther Stowell and Samuel Hastings;
religious leaders Rev. Joseph Coit andthe Rev. J. K Bragg; shoe
manuf acturers Henry D Fales and Aaron Kimball; and
lawyer-turned-industrialist George Johnson. Their houses, designed in the
G eek Revival, Italianate, and Second Enpire styles, are anong the nost
high-style dwellings in the historic district. Other local government and
busi ness |eaders resided in the village' sfine old hones, such as the brick
Federal Sherman House (ca. 1815, MHC #E-150) on Cormon Street. The house was
owied inthe 1850s by J. S Sherman and later byJ. S Livermore, both
prom nent village merchants.

The historic district's Geek Revival dwellings include two nonunental
exanpl es on upper River Street, the second Stowell House, 19 River Street (ca.

(continued)
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1830, ML #E-166) and the Dr. Pease House, 13 River Street (1852, MC #E-171,
Photo #5). Luther Stowell (1799-1865), a school teacher inhis early years,
became a | eading farmer and politician, serving as town selectman in 1840 and
1860 and as Brookfield representative to the State Legislature in 1860. This

house appears to be an updated replacenment for the first Stowell House, 17
River Street (ca. 1798, MC #E-45), a modified Federal structure that survives
on an adjacent lot. Dr. Pease's house is the only temple-front Geek Revival

dwelling in the historic district. Built by Tyler Myssman, about whom not hing
Is known, the buildinglater served as hone and office of Dr. Mary Shernan,
Brookfield' s first worman doctor, from 1893 to 1930. Dr. M| nman Pease, the
school doctor for over fifty years, succeeded Dr. Sherman i n the house. O her
substantial Geek Revival homes include the Banister House, 16A Lincoln Street
(1830, MC #A-47, Photo #4), the Charles Deane House, 5 Main Street (1831, MC
#B-79), and the Rev. Coit House, 5 River Street (1850, MC #E-170). Al |l three
houses have three-bhay facades, side-hall plans, and pedimented gables,

al though the Rev. Coit House was renodeled with a hipped roof ca.  1890.

Two notable Brookfieldcitizens lived in Italianate dwellings. The
CGeorge Johnson House (1863, ML #E-164) on upper River Street is a cross-gable
house featuring round-arched wi ndows over the center entry. Johnson cane to
Vst Brookfield in 1863 and opened a law office. H temporarily turned to
industry in 1870 as senior partner of Johnson & Davis (later Johnson, Davis &
Forbes), boot manufacturers. After the factory bumed in 1878, Johnson
resuned his law practice. H also held several posts inlocal government,
including the chairmanship of both the Board of Selectmen and the School
Board. The Sanuel Hastings House, 20 West Main Street (1868, MC #GC 117) on
Vst Main Street, a gable-front house somewhat nore nodest than Johnson's in
scale, was the home of one of Brookfield s prosperous dairy farmers.

Two houses survive on a segnent of Main Street known as Mansion Rw in
the md- to late 19th century (Photo #6). Kinbalwood (1864, MC #C 109), a
Second Enmpire building, was designed for Aaron Kimball by Elbridge Boyden of
Worcester, architect of the Congregational Church (MC //E147). Kimball
(1796-1866), senior partner in the Kimball & Robinson boot and shoe conpany,
was a leading figure in Brookfield. H's house is the most high-style Second
Empire dwelling known to have been built in the historic district. Another
house built for a shoe manufacturer is the adjacent H D Fales House (1872,
MC #C 110), incorporating elements of the Italianate and Stick styles.
Little is known about Fales, who reportedly owned a shoe factory i n Chicago
and retired to Brookfield. The precise nature of his connection with the
Fales fami |y of West Brookfield, also boot and shoe manufacturers, has not
been determ ned.

In the 1860s, Central Street inthe village devel oped as Brookfield's
commercial and institutional focus. Tw Italianate commercial blocks, the E

(continued)
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B Gerald Store (1865, MHC #A-4, Photo #9) andFrazier's (1868, MC#A-5,
Photo #9) survive in the historic district. The Evangelical Congregational
Church relocated from Main Street t othe corner of Central and Gormon Streets,
where a Romanesque Revival church (MHC #E-147) was constructed facing the
CGormon i n 1857. Architect of the church was El bridge Boyden (1819-1896) of
Worcester, who al so designed Kinbal wood (1864, MHC #C- 109) onMain Street. A
hi gh school andMethodist Church were located east of the church in 1857, by
1870 the town hall (1868, bumed 1902) had been built onthe site of the

Met hodi st church and the public library moved into the ground floor of the
school. Organized in 185 asthe Brookfield library, the public library
received at the bequest of the Hon. Pliny Merrick $10,000 for alibrary fund
and the judge's personal library of over 450 books i n 1867. The nane of the
library was changed that year to Merrick Public Library. Merrick, who had
been a Supreme Court justice anda state representative andsenator, had a
strong attachment to Brookfield, his famly's home. Both the library and high
school moved t o buildings facing the Cormon in 1884: the library to the newy
compl eted Banister Menorial Hall (1883, M{C #E-153), andthe high school to a
new four-classroom building (demolished 1957, marker onsite M{C #E-910).

Other institutional devel opments of the 1860s include construction of a
new Unitarian church (bumed 1911) on upper River Street in 1868, andthe sale
of the Greek Revival Unitarian church of 1836 to the Catholic pastor fromWare
for use as Brookfield' s first Catholic church. The building, noved to the
corner of Lincoln and Howard Streets ca. 1868, became St. Mary's Catholic
Church (MHC #A-54). Brookfield Catholics hadgathered in private hones during
the 1850s to attend Mass celebrated by priests who traveled from Spencer or
Webster. Beginning in 1860, masses were held at Town Hall, |ed by successive
pastors of the Catholic church in nearby Ware. Friar Moran of the Ware church
purchased the present building onbehalf of Catholics in Brookfield, although
the Brookfield parish of St. Mary's was not formally established until My
1885. The parish made a nunber of inprovenents to the building ca. 1891,
including the installation of stained glass wi ndows andthe addition of the
Victorian vernacular porch.

Residential devel opment at the town center expanded to the east andsouth
in the second half of the 19th century. Lincoln Street andHoward Street were
laid out by 1870, with cross-streets Prouty and Shernman by 1885,  \Vhile Min
Street andstreets bordering the Common di splayed houses of the town's |eading
citizens, the side streets to the east were developed largely in the Ilast
quarter of the 19th century with worker residences. This residential
expansion i s the direct result of a boomin Brookfield s boot andshoe
industry in the late 1880s andearly 1890s, which contributed to the town's
peak population of 3,352 in 1890.

Resi dences of Brookfield' s factory workers are generally oneof two

(continued)
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types, thenodest single-fam |y house built for theworker and his family, or
the rented tenement house built on speculation. Among the single-family
houses i nthehistoric district aretheRlce-G bbs House (ca. 1860, MC #A- 23)
on Howard Street, theOrlando Eaton House (ca. 1880, MHC #A-213) on Shernan
Street, and theW I Iliam Cook House (1890, MHC #A-48, Photo #8) and H L.
Sherman House (1890, MHC #A-49, Photo #8) on Lincoln Street. Alfred Rice came
to Brookfield i n1860 t owork as a master mechanic i ntheKimball & Robinson
factory. Eaton, Cook, and Sherman also worked i n area shoe factories. Though
vernacular i nnature, these 11/2 and 2 1/2-story houses display nodest
architectural details such as wall dormers and small columed porches. Early
tenements include theFales Tenenent House (ca. 1860, MHC #E- 165) on upper
River Street, built for them d-19th century Fales Shoe Factory on the
adjacent lot, and t he Stowell Tenenent House (1860, MHC #A-26) on Howard
Street, a large rental building for mll workers built by farmer andl and- owner
Luther Stowell. The W E Sargent Houses (ca. 1885, MC #A-207 and A-208) on
Prouty Street were built on speculation at theedge of a largely Irish
tenement district known as t hePatch. The Kimball Tenenent House (1892, MLC
#A-52) on Lincoln Street also nay have been built on speculation duringthe
town's econoni ¢ and popul ati on boom

Di stingui shed in designand scal e fromnost houses on the east side of
the historic districtis the Butterworth House (1884, MC #A-25), alarge
dwellinginthe Victorian eclecticstyle. Henry S. Butterworth was a | unber
deal er and al so connected with Brookfield' s boot and shoe industry.
Butterworth's father, a judge, built the first house onthe siteinthe
1860s. Wth the exceptionof the Butterworth House, which repl aced ahouse
destroyedby fire, no privatehonmes of substantial sizewere constructed in
the historic districtinthelast quarter of the 19th century. Sone of the
ol der honmes at the Conmon and on Main Street were enl arged, as seenat the
Rev. Coit House (1850, MHC #E-170), or updated w th wrap-around porches, as
seen at the John Robi nson House (1840, NMHC #A-46, Phot o #4) and t he Paddock
House (1800, MHC #C-115).

The only new institutional buildingi nthehistoric district i nthelate
19th century was Banister Menorial Hall (1883, ML //E-154), built at the
comer of Cormon and Lincoln Streets t ohouse theMerrick Public Library.
Construction of this redbrick Queen Anne building, reportedly designed by the
Boston architectural firm of Wait & Cutter, was theresult of an offer to the
town fromW I Iliam Banister, who assuned al | construction costs i nadditionto
donating $10,000 tothelibrary. Like theHon. Pliny Merrick, whose bequest
launched t hepublic library. Banister grewup i nBrookfield. H becane a
successful businessman i nnenmory of Banister's Brookfield ancestors, nany of
whomar e buried i ntheBrookfield cenmetery west of thetown center.

Late 19t hand 20th-century transportationinprovenents rmade t hetown

(continued)
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center at Banister Cormmon nore accessible but pronpted little new devel opment
in the already closely settledvillage. Brookfield was a stop on the Warren,
Brookfield & Spencer Street Railway, which linked Spencer and West Brookfield
begi nning i n 1896. The electric streetcar, which passed through the historic
district on Central and Main Streets, my be credited with transporting
workers to local factories. Streetcar service ended locally in 1918

An overall economic decline in Brookfield at the tum of the 20th century
contributed to a sharp drop in the town's population, which fell off nearly
thirty percent between the peak year of 1890 and 1905. Closing of the G H
Burt Shoe (. on Central Street, the town's largest enployer, precipitated the
decline; labor problems in Brookfield pronpted the firms renmoval to Lynn in
1896. The establishment of the Brookfield Pressed Brick . and the Hyde Box
Manufacturing C. in 1896, and rubber boot and shoe manufacturing in the Burt
factory in 1897, eased the inpact of the town's loss, but did not halt the
decline. Operations at the Brookfield Shoe Conpany, which built a new factory
on the Quaboage River south of the historic district in 1898 ceased after the

tum of the century. In contrast to setbacks inlocal Industry, Brookfield
had experienced a dramatic increase in the value of its agricultural
production in the years between the Civil Vr and World Wr |, from under

$70,000 in 185 to nore than $200,000 in 1905 with the largest increases in
dairy activity. However, land use in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
becane | ess intensive and less diversified, and in the decade between 1895 and
1905 nore than 2,000 acres were renmoved from agriculture. These econonic
devel opnments do not appear to have directly affected the appearance of the
historic district, although a slowing of the econony was undoubtedly one
factor in the preservation of so many |ate 18th and early 19th-century
buildings in the village.

Two institutional buildings in the historic district were replaced after
separate fires in the early 20th century. The Colonial Revival Town Hall
(1904, MC #A-1) was designed by George O enence (1862-1924) of Worcester
after the first Town Hall (1868) burned in 1902. d ermence al so designed
buildings for the fire department, police department, and police district
headquarters i n Worcester. The building incorporates space for Town Meetings
as well as a Masonic Hall on the third floor, which has not been in use since
the local |odge was di sbanded ca. 1930. The Unitarian church (MC #E-169) was
constructed in 1912 A stone building designed in the manner of English
country Gothic churches, the church is the fourth home of the Unitarian church
at Brookfield Common. Previous churches are the 1754 neetinghouse
(demolished), the 1836 church (now St. Mary's Roman Catholic Church on Lincoln
Street), and the 1868 church, which bumed after being struck by lightningin
1911,

After a brief expansion to 2,216 in 1920, Brookfield' s population

(continued)
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dropped, duein part to the formation of East Brookfield in 1920. Popul ation
reached a low of 1,393, in 1940. Two corporations generated nost of the
econom ¢ activity in and around the historic district inthe first half of the
20th century. Theldeal Coated Paper Co. (later the MlLaurln-Jones (.) was
formed in 1906 for the manufacture of gummed papers, cloths, andtapes. The
conpany occupied the former Brookfield Shoe factory onMill Street, andunder
successi ve managenents became a mainstay of the local econony into the 1940s.
Gavitt Wre Manufacturing Co. was incorporated with $25,000 in 1923, producing
radio andtinsel cords in Wst Brookfield. 1In 1928 the conpany purchased the
old Burt shoe factory onCentral Street east of the historic district, and
relocated the business to Brookfield. Gavitt Wre produced tel ephone cordage
for regular telephone equipment, cords for Ioud speaker radios, andinsulated
wire andspecial cable assenblies used by manufacturers of radio sets.

[Stone, 1883] The conpany remains on Central Street today. Anearly owner of
the business noved into the Gavitt House (1900, MHC #E-148) at the corner of
Central and Gonmon Streets. The Georgian Revival house was originally owned
by Henry Crosby, proprietor of a dry goods store onCentral Street, and
replaces ancearlier house, which rmay have been destroyed by fire.

In the 1920s, West Main Street was inproved as part of the main
automobi l e route between Boston and New York (State Route 5, later Route 20,
and finally Route 9). Post Road, part of Route 9, is the only 20th-century
road in the historic district, branching off fromWst Main Street east of the
common and continuing southeast. The Francis Howe House (1810, MHC #B-77) at
the beginning of the street maintains itsoriginal orientationto Main Street
directly north of Post Road. Two buildings constructed as a result of the new
road are a ranch house (ca. 1950, 3 Post Road) andthe Brookfield Post Office
(ca. 1960, 5 Post Road).

The Brookfield Gonmmon Historic District is anlintact |ate 18th and
19th-century villagewith very few nmodern intrusions. Isolated exanpl esof
infill residential construction appear on Gonmon Street, Howard Street, Wést
Main Street, andupper River Street at the site of the second Hi gh School
(1884, demolished in 1957). These houses are conpatible with surrounding
dwellings in size, scale, andmaterials. Theeffects of building demolition
are nmopst apparent onthe north side of Central Street, where at |easttwo
smal | commercial buildings were razed at unknown dates. Alarge Italianate
block on Central Street at the corner of Prouty Street, the H V. Crosbhy Store
(M C #A-6) has been excluded from the historic district dueto its recent
rehabilitation, which resulted in the building's transformation into a
Neo- Federal structure. More historically sensitive rehabilitations include
Ki mbal wood (1864, MHC #C- 109) andthe Gavitt House (1900, MHC #E-148), which
now serves as the Brookfield Common Professional Building. The historic
district remains largely residential. Various commenorative markers and small
nmonurrent s placed primarily onthe Mall and CGormon in recent years indicate an
increased awareness in the town's history.

(continued)
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Archaol ogl cal Significance

Since patterns of prehistoricoccupation in Brookfield arepoorly, understood,
any surviving sites would be significant. Sites inthis area offerthe
potential for a study of upland settlement and subsistence along the upper
reaches of the Connecticut/Chicopee River drainage. Sites inthis area nay

al so provide information onthe extent towhich peoples inthis area

interm xed with inhabitants of the Wrcester plateau area and headwaters of
the Charles and Bl ackstone River drainage t ot he east.

Historic archaeol ogi cal remains described above have the potential for
providing detailed Information onthe social, cultural andeconomc patterns
that characterized life inarural settlement that evolved froman agrarian
comunity of dispersed farnsteads toonewith md 18th century central focus.
The Brookfield conmon area devel oped as the residential area of choice in the
19th century and, by the close of thecentury, the residential, institutional
and commercial core of thetown. Archaeological survivals nay provide
physical exanples of thetown's m d18th century settlement, from which no
exanpl es survive. Analysis of occupational-related features associated with
residential structures canprovide information relating tothe lifestyles of
Brookfield's nore affluent citizens. Simlar features associated with
institutional andcommercial structures mght provide data representative of
the town's citizenry as a whole andits econony.

(end)
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Geographical Data

East Brookfield quad
Scal e 1: 25000

UM Ref er ences

Zone Easting Nor t hi ng
18 739410 4677720
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6B-5 G112 Loui se Galloway House 17 West Main St. [talianate 1840 C
barn C
ca. 1880
AD 6B-16 18 Wst Main St . garrisoncol. NC
ca. 1950
6B-15 G117 Sanuel Hastings House 20 West Main St . Italianate C
ca. 1868
6C1-0 E- 907 Washi ngton Hw Marker West Main Street 1032 C
6C1-0 E- 908 Knox Mar ker West Main Street 1027 C

Key:

C = contributing NC = noncontributing B = building Si =site St. =structure 0 = object

Not es:

Parcel numbers correspond totheassessors naps of t he Town of Brookfield, Sheet Nos. 6B, 6Cl, and 6Q2

M inventory nunbers are used as nap nunbers on original assessors nmaps and conposite assessors map of historic
district prepared for theBrookfield Historical Conmmission. Letters (A-Z, AAAD) correspondingto
noncontributing resources arenoted i nleft margin.

Vacant lots: 6Cl-48, 6Cl-151, 6Cl-152 (Central Street); 6Cl-59 (Post Road/ Route 9)

District Totals:

Contrib. Noncontrib.
Buil dings 80 27
Sites 0 0
Structures 1 0
Obj ect s 12 3

Tot al 93 30
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January 3, 1990

Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic Places
Departnent of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O Box 37127

Washi ngt on, DBC 20013- 7127

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed please find thefollowing nomnation:

Brookfield Gonmon Historic District, Howard, Shernan, Prouty, st Min, Min,
and Uoper River Streets, Brookfield (Wrcester County), Massachusetts, 01506.

The nomi nation has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of
pending State Review Board consideration30-75 days before theneeting and
were afforded the opportunity t o cooment. GComments received todate are
attached t o thenpn>nation form

erely

Anne E Tait
Acting National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Encl osure:

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Tdmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116  (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



