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Copp's Burying Ground is a polygonal plot, roughly a trapezoid with 
a square extension on the east side, which covers a sloping hillside and 
overlooks Boston Harbor to the north through Copp's Hill Terrace. 
Although the burying ground is a combination of four separate cemeteries, 
established in 1659, 1809, 1819, and 1832, its present appearance results 
from first, the lowering of the summit by seventeen feet in 1804-07 by 
the Boston Mill Pond Corporation, and second, from landscaping activities 
during the 1830's which included some grave rearrangements. Of Boston's 
ancient burying grounds, Copp's Hill has suffered least from 19th century 
attempts at symmetry. The early landscaping efforts included tree 
planting (now large deciduous trees); prior to 1833 the hill was bare. -
In 1838, the Snowhill Street side was dug away, the tombs and graves 
relocated within the newly constructed granite retaining wall. The next 
year, the walkways were laid out traversing the site with 2 circular 
pathways on the upper and lower slopes. 

Copp's Hill contains 227 tombs and nearly 2000 grave markers of ^ 
traditional materials, granite, slate, and marble. Condition of the 
stones varies: vandalism, erosion and weather have caused considerable 
and irrevocable damage to many. However, many more provide an out­
standing illustrated history of funerary art and local craftsmanship. 

The late 19th century tooWiouse of High Victorian Gothic design was 
demolished by fire and has been replaced witĥ 'small but unsuitable »-
cement block structure. , , ,., , 
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Copp's Hill Burying Ground, originally called North Burying Ground, 
was the colony's second cemetery, set out in 1660, some thirty years 
following King's Chapel Burying Ground. The original plot belonged to 
William Copp, a shoemaker, and covered the summit of a hill, known as 
Windmill Hill or Snowhill, that rose next to the now-filled Mill Pond. 
The gradual additions around the Burying Groificl - New North in 1809, 
Charter Street in 1819, and Hull Street in 1832 - reveal the needs of 
the swiftly expanding city after the Revolution. 

During the Revolution, the burying ground gained military signi­
ficance; the British established the North Battery and earthworks on the 
southwest side of the ground from which Generals Burgoyne and Clinton 
directed the shelling of Bunker Hill and ultimate torching of Charlestown. 
Allegedly, British troops used the gravestones for target practice; 
resultant damage is visable. 

The Burying Ground's primary significance is derived from the 
numerous remarkable people interred here. Most famous is the Mather 
Family whose tomb contains Inct^se (1723), CottoX (1727), and Sajjrtjel 
(1785) Mather, the Puritan ministers. Others infclude: Edmun̂ jkfiartt, 
builder of the "USS Constitution;" patriot Deacon Moses Grapl; Robert 
Newm/n, who placed signals in Christ Church in 1775; Willi^ Copp's 
family; Shem Downe, a local craftsman to whom local legend attributes 
creation of Faneuil Hall's grasshopper weathervane; several founders of 
the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company, established in 1638 and the 
oldest existing citizen militia in the country; and Prince Hall, the 
founder of the black Masonic Order. A section of the burying groiifi near 
Snowhill was laid out for slaves and freedmen, although no specific 
marker calls attention to this. Burials became infrequent by 184d, but 
interments have been made as recently as 1960. 

Concomitant with the importance of the famous people buried at 
Copp's Hill is the significance of the funerary art of the Burial Ground. 
The intact and the fragmented markers and tombs illustrate most beautifully 
the progression of early New England theological and philosophical 
concepts and the level of craftsmenship of early artisans. The earliest 
stones date from the 1660's, namely Joanna Copp and Mary R/Kind, although 
several others read 1625 and 1626 due to a vandalous prank of one George 
Darracott who recarved the actual 1690 dates in the early 19th c. The 
earliest tomb is 1717. Comparison of the 17th and early 18th century 
markers with post-Revolutionary and early 19th century stones reveals, 
on one hand, numerous examples of oblong slate slabs with rounded tops 
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6. Whitmore, W.H., The Graveyards of Boston, Vol. 1, Copp's Hill Epitaphs. 
Albany, N.Y., 1878. 
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(8.) continued. Significance " . •̂ 

bearing elaborate inscriptions and winged death's heads, and on the 
other neoclassical motifs of wrens and willow branches, and lyres. The 
earlier Puritan symbols reflect Puritan's concern for death and resurrec­
tion, while the later motifs witness influence from newer theological 
doctrines of Methodism and Unitarianism. 

During the 19th century contemporary writers mentioned the use of 
Copp's Hill as a pleasant quiet recreational spot for residents of 
Boston's North End. However, as early as 1833 the desire for symmetry 
and organization emerged; a writer extolled the landscaping and improve­
ments noting that they will coordinate with the old yard, "but will be 
infinitely more pleasant and regular." Increasingly during this century, 
the stately mature trees and plantings, although minimal, provide vital 
albeit small open spaces in a dense urban setting. The landscaping of 
Copp's Hill in the 1830's, 170 years after its establishment, unknowingly 
foresaw the needs of a city in later centuries. 
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