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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The South Central Bell Office Building is located in the southwest section of
Louisville's central business district.: The structure is close to the Brennan
House ( National Register, August, 1975) and the Jefferson County Armory ( National
Register,April,1980).

The South Central Bell Company Office is a ten=story, buff-colored brick structure,
with stone trim in the Art Deco style. The main structure has five bays., An
addition, in the same material but of a more simple treatment was added to the
west. Two smaller additions have been added to the rear, also in the

same brick; none of these detract from the original building.

The ground floor is sheathed in smooth-coursed limestone. The central bay has
three narrow windows which are deeply recessed. The top of the surrounds are
marked by bas-relief horizonal bands. The lintel consists of a bas-relief
band of stylized interconnecting circular forms. In the two flanking bays

are doorways. Stone jambs with fluting surround a#decorative bronze/brass
grill., The original doors have been replaced. The door surround extends to
the second floor and becomes part of the surround for paired windows. The
surround has pilasters which vertically articulate the windows and various
stylized floral bas-relief decorations, Handsome brass lights of the

period hang from poles at each side of the entries. The end bays of the
ground floor have a single window. The stone pattern forms a solid and defined
corner treatment,

The upper section of the structure is typically marked by a great emphasis on
verticality. The building is arranged in a series of set backs. Pilaster

strips rise for seven floors on the end bays and articulate the two windows

per floor. Beneath the windows is decorative brick work in chevron patterns.

The bays, which contain the doorways, protrude and rise unadorned for seven
stories, continuing the same fenestration as the second floor. The top floor

has stone panels with foliate and geometric forms on the sides of the windows,
capped by a band of chevron decoration. The central bay has three windows
articulated by pilasters., Flanking these windows are larger pilasters pierced
by small windows. Decorative bas-relief carvings adorn the top of the pilasters.
Set back and rising behind this bay, is a two-story section which continues the
fenestration of the first floor. This fenestration is adorned by verticle bands
of raised brick, laid in an alternating pattern which is bold enough to be

seen from the street level. The east face of the building repeats the main facade.

The main lobby and foyer are virtually unaltered Art Deco interiors. The walls
are sheathed in a golden-beige marble with terrazo floors. The white plaster
ceilings have rectangular raised panels of geometric decoration which serve as
bases for large hanging brass light fixtures with opaque glass which are
cylindrical in shape. Doors and elevator entries are decorated by fluted
marble surrounds. Capping the surround is a bronze/brass panel with geometric
decoration surmounted by a panel of black glass with gold etching in a lotus
flower form,
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' SPECIFIC DATES 1930 : BUILDER/ARCHITECT Marye, Vinour, Marye & Armistead

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The South Cenral Bell Office Building is the finest and largest example of
the Art Deco style in Louisyille. It is the design of the Atlanta architectural
firm of Marye, Vinour, Marye & Armistead.

The Louisville South Central Bell Qffice Building is related to a series of
Art Deco structures constructed by A.T.&T. begining with the Barclay-

Vesey Building by McKenzie, Vorhees & CGmelin in New York City, 1923-~26,

In 1930, 53 million dollars were spent by the phone company in construction.
Th2 Louisville office was part of this boom.

The South Central Bell Office Building is the largest and most complete

program of Art Deco design and decoration in Louisville. The only other structures
which are important works in the Art Deco style-are the Clark Bridge pylons
designed by Paul Cret and Brinton B. Davis' Fire Department Headquarters.

A few small storefront facades with minimal Art Deco decoration are

found in downtown Louisville.

The architectural firm of Marye, Vinour, Marye & Armistead was responsible
for numerous office buildings for South Central Bell in cities in North and
South. Carolina, Alabama,Flordia, Louisiana, Tennessee and Kentucky.

Their Louisville and Atlanta buildings were their largest and latest designs
for the phone company. The firm was also respensible for the design of
numerous public structures throughout the South.

The South Central Bell Office Building, as Louisville's finest Art Deco
structure also recalls the economic situation of the city in the 1930's,
hard-hit by the Depression with little building activity after three decades
of prosperity. The South Central Bell Office Building also typifies the
committment to good architecture by corporations which is often lacking in
today's new construction.
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South Central Bell Office Building.
521 W. Chestnut

Louisville, Jefferson, Ky.
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