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The original bridge as designed and constructed was 288 feet in length 
consisting of four spans. The west end span and the two east spans were 
deck girder construction. The remaining span was a decked Pratt truss. 
All the spans were salvaged from other bridges on the Denver and Rio Grande 
Railroad and modified for this structure. All were originally fabricated 
in the early 1880's.

The three girder spans consist of a deck supported on two built up riveted 
steel girders. The deck supporting the rails was constructed with 8-inch 
by 12-inch by 12-foot fir cross ties spaced at 16-inch centers resting 
directly on the two girders. The girders were built up from steel plate 
and angle with riveted connections. The two girders were spaced 10 feet 
on centers and cross-braced.

The only span remaining in place is the 119-foot decked Pratt truss. This 
span consists of two pin-connected Pratt trusses with eight 14-foot 11-inch 
panels. The depth between chords is 19 feet 6 inches. The two trusses 
are spaced 12 feet on centers and connected at panel points with transverse 
built up girders and cross-bracing. The transverse girders support 
two 15-inch I-beam stringers which in turn support the deck. The chords 
and posts for the trusses are built up using channels back to back and 
diagonals are steel rods. The end posts of the trusses rest on piers 
using expansion shoes. The deck consists of 8-inch by 8-inch by 14-foot 
fir cross ties at 16-inch centers supported by the two stringers and top 
chord of the trusses.

The west abutment was cut into^sol id racK and tKe east abutment was 
constructed of stone masonry. The three intermediate piers were also 
constructed of stone masonry.

So far, a search of all available literature has not located a single 
picture which shows the bridge as it was while in use. However, the 
area has a complete set of "as built" prints of the bridge.

The longest span of the bridge, one bent, and two piers are all that were 
saved from the scrappers.

This span and piers are in very good condition, although some damage has 
resulted from rolling road ballast on the south end of the span.

See attached "Technical Information for Special Engineering Structures" 
for additional descriptive information.

NOTE: The National Park Service administers this area per Memorandum of 
Agreement, dated 02/11/1965, between the Service and the Bureau of 
Reclamation.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This remaining span of the narrow gauge bridge crossing the Cimarron River 
is just upstream of the confluence of the Gunnison and Cimarron Rivers.

The bridge was one of three that was necessary to get the trains through the 
Black Canyon and out at Cimarron. All of the spans, except for this remain­ 
ing one, were removed or covered by water.

The bridge is noteworthy because of its particular construction and workman­ 
ship (see description) and because it also represents one of the last rem­ 
nants of an engineering and construction feat of outstanding ingenuity and 
tenacity of men trying to invade the mighty maze of the Rocky Mountains to 
seek the riches these mountains held.

Except for the two short sections of narrow gauge still operating in Colo­ 
rado and New Mexico, most of the abandoned narrow gauge routes are reverting 
back to the natural scene. Only a trained or experienced eye can still 
detect these routes.

Tied into this section of the Black Canyon route is the entire story of the 
dramatic race to find a way west, the fastest and best, encouraged by land 
grants from the U. S. Government. The race started with the epic survey led 
by Captain Gunnison and ended only after major transcontinental routes were 
established.

The time between the original surveys and completion makes some of the most 
dramatic pages of U. S. History. During this history, fortunes were built 
and lost and untold lives were influenced by these railroads. In fact, no 
facet of either man or nature will ever be the same again.

Bridge 259, or what remains of it, is a landmark that stands starkly against 
the rugged rocks of the Black Canyon; a quiet but living page of history 
during one of the nation's most eventful times. This bridge as it stands now 
is comprised of two piers (one bent) and one span, but in its rugged setting 
it creates a wonderful link with the past.

To complement the bridge the National Park Service and the town of Montrose 
have placed one of the engines from this run and a caboose which was also 
used on this run, plus a boxcar of the same vintage (but not used on this 
particular run) on the bridge.
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Summary and Conclusion: The building of the Denver and Rio Grande main 
line was one of the most important historical events in the region of the 
Gunnison River. The route from Gunnison to Cimarron closely adhered to the 
upper canyons of the Gunnison River and in so doing left its tracks within 
the proposed boundaries of Curecanti Recreation Area. It is to be regretted 
that almost the entire extent of the roadbed is today submerged deep beneath 
the reservoir waters backed up by Blue Mesa and Morrow Point Dams. Further­ 
more, the greatest part of Curecanti Needle is urrtJ)ndated, although its 
uppermost point will continue to be seen. The road constructed by the 
Bureau of Reclamation from the town of Cimarron down along Cimarron Creek to 
the Morrow Point Dam overlays the roadbed of the Denver and Rio Grande. 
One trestle which crossed the Cimarron along this short route, (Illustration 
No. 10), is all that remains of the railroad within the Recreation Area excep 
possibly, for a few short stretches of the roadbed just below each of the 
upper two dams and along the Gunnison at the eastern terminus of the Recreati 
Area boundary where the river is still free flowing. Long stretches of the 
roadbed can be seen switch-backing across U. S. Route 50 across Cerro Summit 
between Montrose and Cimarron.

Taken from Benjamin Levy's "Curecanti Recreation Area, Colorado Historical 
Background Study, October 15, 1968" National Park Service
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