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1. Name of Property
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not for publication :_jg/A-
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4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that 
this ^yC nomination ___ request for determination of 
eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth 
in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property *>C meets 

not meetx^ie National Register Criteria. _ See

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property ___ meets ___ does not meet the 
National Register criteria. __ See continuation sheet.
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5. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register 
____ See continuation sheet.
determined eligible for the 
National Register 
__ See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the 

National Register
removed from the National Register
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6. Function or Use

Historic:

Current

Domestic__ 
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Sub:_single dwelling_ 
school

_Domestic_ 
Education

Sub:_single dwelling 
school

7. Description

Architectural Classification: 

Tudor Revival
Late Gothic Revival 
Colonial Revival

Other Description:

Materials: foundation _stone 
walls brick

_ roof _tile_ 
___ other _stone 

weatherboard wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _X_ 
continuation sheet.

See
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this 
property in relation to other properties: Local_________

Applicable National Register Criteria: A, C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : _N/A

Areas of Significance: _Architecture_
_Education__" 
_Industry___

Period(s) of Significance: _1900__ _1940_ 

Significant Dates : N/A ___ ___ 

Significant Person(s): N/A____________

Cultural Affiliation: N/A

Architect/Builder: _ __Packard, Frank L.
Sansbury, Theodore T. 
Warne, H. Rus______

State significance of property, and justify criteria, 
criteria considerations, and areas and periods of 
significance noted above. 
X See continuation sheet.
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The proposed Parkersburg High School-Washington Avenue 
Historic District is in the shape of a capital "T". The 
campus of Parkersburg High School forms the top of the "T" 
and the entire eight blocks of Washington Avenue running west 
to east with its adjacent alleys north and south of the 
street compose the "T"'s spine.

Primarily residential in nature, the district is 
composed of middle to upper class homes constructed between 
1900 and 1937. They reflect, in turn with the school built 
in 1917, the impact of the oil and gas industry upon this 
historic area   the end result being the development of this 
street with many fine homes still recognized today for their 
style and beauty.

The district is bordered on the west by the Murdoch 
Avenue Memory Gardens Cemetery, on the east by City Park of 
Parkersburg, on the north by Stadium Drive to Dudley Avenue, 
and the alley that runs behind the properties from Dudley 
Ave. to Park Avenue, on the south by Twentieth Street 
to Dudley Avenue, on Washington Avenue to the alley that runs 
behind the corner property, and then to the alley that 
parallels Washington Avenue to its terminus at Park Avenue.

Adding to the cohesiveness of this district is the 
uniform set back distances of the homes from the street. The 
avenue is tree shaded and spaced at regular intervals are 
historic lamps, the sole remaining examples of this type of 
lighting in Parkersburg that run an entire length of a 
street. By 1939, this avenue was recognized by the 
Parkersburg Sentinel as one of the area's prettiest streets. 
"Washington Avenue Now Leads in Popularity for Home 
Builders." (See Appendix I)

Contributing buildings to this district include those 
structures that have retained their architectural style and 
integrity during the span of the significant years. Sixty- 
one of the 152 buildings that are considered to be 
contributing are carriage houses or garages built in 
conjunction with their homes and are thus also considered to 
be contributing.

The capstone of the district is the Parkersburg High 
School set on a spacious campus of 27 acres. It was 
constructed in 1917 in the Jacobethan Revival style by Frank 
L. Packard who was an architect with an international
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reputation. The school complex with its main building and 4 
outbuildings is situated on the fartherest most part of the 
campus, well back from the busy Dudley Avenue thoroughfare. 
This siting was also necessary because of the marshy 
conditions on the grounds closer to Dudley Avenue.

The Jacobethan Revival style is a combination of two 
English styles of architecture   the Elizabethan, a 
transitional style between the Gothic and Renaissance periods 
named after Elizabeth I (1558-1603) and the Jacobean, a 
decorative style of the early 17th century and named after 
James I (1603-1625). The term Jacobethan was first used 
seriously by Henry-Russell Hitchcock in the 1950's replacing 
the more common terms Tudor or English.

The brick central pavilion is flanked by two towers 
topped by parapets and stone trim. An arcade of three 
decorated arched openings protect the recessed arched double 
doors, each with a single light. Above the entrance are four 
marmosets, one each with a bellows, disc, book and 
hammer. Strapwork tops triple windows on the second and 
third levels with medallions between the levels. Identical 
extensions flank the center section including another square 
tower topped with stone balustrades. The one and half story 
extension to the rear contained originally the gym and an 
elevated track. Wings on each side added in 1929 are also in 
this early 20th century styling but in a simplified form. 
They were designed by Parkersburg architects, Theodore T. 
Sansbury and H. Rus Warne, the latter being one of WV's 
finest architects. Money was provided by David B. Crawford, 
executive with the Parkersburg Rig and Reel Co., a major 
oilfield equipment supplier.

The entrance foyer is vaulted with a plaster frieze on 
each endwall. Originally copied from ancient Rome, the 
friezes on the second floor are one of only two copies made 
from the marble relief sculptures in the Royal Palace in 
Copenhagen. They are approximately 15 inches in height and 
grace both sides of the hallway leading to the auditorium. A 
third small frieze is on the floor above.

The auditorium was refurbished in 1991. Walls were 
replastered and one of two friezes framing the stage area was 
repaired. New electrical sconces replicate as closely as 
possible the original gas lights. Five small medallions are 
evenly spaced on the stage arch. Scrolled braces support the 
beams.
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Only two major changes are evident from the original 
1917 plan. (See Appendix II) The gym area with its elevated 
track was converted to additional cafeteria space when the 
Memorial Field House was completed in 1951 and a planetarium 
was added in 1960.

A four story field house was constructed in 1951 with 
canted corners, similar in styling to the 1929 wings of the 
High School with stone quoins and faus-parapet roof. Windows 
are massed on the fourth floor and separated on the third 
level. Industrial windows are on the first level. The 
entrance faces the courtyard of the school with a triple 
doorway trimmed with stone. This facility was built by a 
firm owned by multi-millionaire and philanthropist, Bernard 
P. McDonough; it is known as the Memorial Field House to 
honor WW II veterans.

Other than the Late Gothic Revival First Christian 
Church at 1400 Washington Avenue designed by Harry R. Nay, in 
the traditional church architectural style of this period, 
(See enclosure III) all other buildings in this district are 
single family dwellings with one exception, and reflect the 
styles prominent in the early part of the 20th century.

The development of Washington Avenue progressed from 
Dudley Avenue eastward to City Park. It is interesting to 
note that the more substantial homes built in this first 
section were Queen Anne in style, a turn of the century 
design. These were impressive brick homes with turrets 
and sweeping porches. Of particular note are two homes 
constructed next to each other that are almost identical in 
styling elements. They were designed and built by M. H. 
Flowers who was also responsible for two other houses on this 
street.

As other sections of this avenue were developed over the 
next 35 years, the house designs shifted to those styles that 
were associated with the early 20th century, in particular 
the Revival styles.

Echoing the style of the 1917 high school are eight very 
fine homes and are of note because they were built between 
1930 and 1939   years of the Great Depression   a 
reflection of the favorable economic conditions made possible 
by the oil and gas industry to this section of the state. 
One of the earliest homes at 1619 Washington Avenue has an 
oriel window over the Tudor doorway with stone columns 
separating the casement window. A slate roof slopes to the
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front. Directly across the street at 1620 Washington is 
another house of this style, built in 1936 with half 
timbering on the second level separating chevron brick 
sections. This wall treatment is duplicated in the garage. 
Two houses with similar design elements are several blocks 
further down the avenue at 1806 and 1810 Washington, each 
constructed of random stone, one with a bay window on the 
first level and the other, an oriel window over the doorway. 
The architect for both of these houses was T. B. Carmen and 
were built in 1936 for executives of the Parkersburg Rig and 
Reel Co.

Other Revival styles such the Georgian and Colonial are 
represented in the neighborhood. An example of the former 
style is at 1800 Washington, a house designed by J. D. 
Folwell, an architect and was built in the 1920's.

Equally impressive is the number, 35 in all, of large 
brick veneer Square Houses built during this significant 
period all fronted by commodious porches. Many of the hipped 
roofs, broken by dormers are coverd with green or red tile 
manufactured by Parkersburg Tile Company, a local concern. 
Several of the houses exhibit Georgian Revival elements as 
evidenced by doorways with fan and side lights. Smaller in 
number are several bungalows situated throughout the street. 
The presence of these homes gives the street a sense of 
permanence and of lasting prosperity.

Houses considered to be non-contributing to the district 
include those buildings that have been altered to the extent 
as to lose their architectural integrity. Also excluded from 
the district are structures that were constructed after the 
significant years, these number 51, including 24 garages.
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THE PARKERSBURG HIGH SCHOOL - WASHINGTON AVENUE HISTORIC 
DISTRICT

1. Parkersburg High School, 2101 Dudley Ave. 1917 
(Contributing) The monumental capstone to this proposed 
historic district is the Jacobethan Revival style Parkersburg 
High School designed by Frank L. Packard in 1917.

a. Parkersburg High School Memorial Field House, 2101 
Dudley Ave. (Non-contributing) 1951

b. Parkersburg High School Stadium, 2101 Dudley Ave. 
1924 (Contributing) The brick grandstand is broken by 18 
bays divided by pilasters with a parapet roof with stone 
caps. The industrial windows are topped by stone lintels. 
There is a long 2 1/2 story building similar in style that is 
in line with the back bleachers. Entrance to the stadium is 
gained by two brick gatehouses with canted sides and tent 
roofs. There is a stone retaining wall at one end. Metal 
bleachers flank the field.

c. Parkersburg High School Band Room, 2101 Dudley Ave. 
(Non-contributing) Two connecting octagonal one-story 
buildings constructed in the 1980's.

d. Parkersburg High School Steam Plant, 2101 Dudley 
Ave. (Contributing) Brick 1 1/2 story structure with 
three vertical brick bands including a water table. The 
building has been altered with the closing of the window 
openings with concrete block. Attached one story addition to 
side.

2. 1212 Washington Ave. 1905 (Contributing) Gabled ell 
brick veneer house with Queen Anne elements. Two story 
canted bay to front with Colonial Revival L-shape porch with 
balustrade, Ionic columns on pedestals and small modillions 
under porch eaves. Built by Marion H. Flower, realtor who 
also built houses at 1216 and 1221 Washington Ave.

a. Frame garage with shingle, hipped roof off alley.

3. 1216 Washington Ave., 1904 (Contributing) Gabled ell 
with Queen Anne elements. Porch extension is L-shaped with a 
closed railing. Two story canted bay window to the front. 
Built by Marion H. Flower, realtor who also built houses at 
1212 and 1221 Washington Ave.

a. Brick, hipped roof two car garage with entrance from 
the alley.

4. 1220 Washington Ave. (Non-contributing) House has been 
altered with loss of integrity by the addition of aluminum 
siding and new porch.
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5. 1222 Washington Ave. 1920 (Contributing) Large brick 
veneer Square House with Georgian Revival elements. Doorway 
with transom and side lights. Brick porch extension with 
brick piers and closed railing. Modillions under porch 
eaves. Roof is green tile with gabled dormer to front.

a. Double car, one story garage with hipped roof on the 
alley.

6. 1226 Washington Ave. 1925 (Contributing) Large brick 
veneer Sguare House with shingle hipped roof and dormers. 
Brick porch extension with entrance to side. Home for many 
years of oil man Patrick J. McDonough, officer in the 
Continental Oil Co.

a. Double garage/carriage house, brick veneer and 
hipped roof, off alley.

7. 1228 Washington Ave. c. 1905 (Contributing) Two and 
half story brick veneer Square House with enclosed porch to 
the front. Windows are paired with a small paned transom 
above. Hipped roof and dormers. Boyhood home of Standard 
Oil executive Smith D. Turner, Jr.

8. 1232 Washington Ave. 1915 (Contributing) Large Flemish 
bond brick Square House with L-shaped brick porch with piers. 
Steep, hipped tile roof with paired hipped dormers to front. 
Designed by architect Dennis W. Daley, (1865-1973); 
Contractor was Robert Brown.

a. Single car Flemish bond brick garage with tile hipped 
roof off Latrobe Street.

9. 1400 Washington Ave. First Christian Church 1927 
(Contributing) Late Gothic Revival brick veneer church with 
large triple pointed arch stained glass window at the center, 
flanked by single windows at the side. Doorway consists of 
four wooden sections with stained glass lights under pointed 
arches protected by a slate shed roof. Buttresses to the 
side with stone caps. Two story education building with 
basement is attached at rear. Parking area to the side.

10. 1412 Washington Ave. (Non-contributing) Frame house 
altered with aluminum siding and new porch. One story 
addition to side.

a. Two car garage to the rear.
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11. 1416 Washington Ave. 1910 (Contributing) Gabled ell, 
2 1/2 story frame house with Queen Anne elements. L-shaped 
porch and two story canted bay to front. Home of person 
Shirley M. Prunty who spearheaded placement of the present 
historic street lights, on Washington Ave.. In 1914 was home 
of Rev. John W. Mitchell, publisher of the Baptist Banner, 
a weekly published in Parkersburg.

a. Stuccoed 2 car garage with shingle hipped roof on 
alley.

12. 1420 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Non-contributing) Gray 
shingled house altered with an enclosed porch to the front 
and open porch area bordered by a iron fence. Home in 1924 
of professional engineer and surveyor, Leland G. Merrill, 
father of 1948 U. S. Olympic wrestler, Leland G. Merrill, 
Jr.; both later resided at 1902 Washington Ave.

13. 1424 Washington Ave. c. 1900 (Contributing)
Gabled ell frame house with steel siding. Porch to front
with closed railing.

14. 1428 Washington Ave. c. 1905 (Contributing) Large 
brick Square House, 2 1/2 stories with brick porch and piers 
with stone caps. Entrane to side from porch.

a. Brick veneer 2 car garage with hipped roof on alley.

15. 1430 Washington Ave. c. 1905 (Contributing) Large 
brick veneer Square House with attached porte-cochere to 
side. Central door from porch extension with small pane side 
lights. An early residence of Bernard P. McDonough, multi­ 
millionaire and philanthropist , built for Patrick 
McDonough, his uncle, who in turn gave it to his sister, 
Bernice P. McDonough.

a. Garage with hipped roof to rear on alley.

16. 1440 Washington Ave. c. 1900 (Contributing) Gabled 
ell with Georgian Revival elements. Frame house with shingle 
siding and enclosed side porch. Georgian Revival doorway 
with leaded glass panel door and side lights.

a. Frame single car garage with storage on alley.

17. 1442 Washington Ave. 1922 (Contributing) Large brick 
veneer Square House with green tile hipped roof and dormers. 
Porch extension with tile roof and Georgian Revival doorway 
to side. Modillions under porch and house eaves. Built by 
H. W. Schneider Construction Company.

a. Double car garage with green tile roof on alley.
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18. 1444 Washington Ave. 1920 (Contributing) Large brick 
veneer Square House with red tile roof. Front porch 
extension with brick piers. Georgian Revival doorway with 
leaded glass transom and side lights. Leaded glass also in 
two upper windows.

a. One and half story brick veneer garage with hipped 
tile roof and dormer with entrance from Oak Street.

19. 1500 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Contributing) Two 
story frame gable house with two story canted bay to front. 
Portico to side. Home in 1921 and 1924 of a blacksmith 
employed by Grotty and Co., manufacturers of oil and gas well 
supplies, Harry N. Lundberg.

a. (Non-contributing) Two car concrete block garage on 
alley.

20. 1502 Washington Ave. c. 1950 (Non-contributing) 
One and a half story cottage with brick veneer and exterior 
chimney.

a. One car concrete block garage on alley.

21. 1510 Washington Ave. c. 1950 (Non-contributing) Double 
pile brick veneer house with Colonial Revival portico to the 
front.

a. Two car concrete block garage on alley.

22. 1512 Washington Ave. c. 1924 (Contributing) Two and 
half story brick veneer house with gabled roof entrance to 
the side. One story bay to the front. House extensively 
modified; at one time white frame with wraparound porch.

a. (Non-contributing) Frame garage with storage area 
on alley.

23. 1514 Washington Ave. 1925 (Contributing) Brick veneer 
Square House with porch extension to the front and side 
entrance. Built for a foreman of Donovan Boiler Works, a 
major oilfield equipment manufacturer, by Hugh Donovan, 
President.

a. Rock face concrete block garage to the rear.

24. 1516 Washington Ave. 1925 (Contributing) Two and a 
half story brick veneer Square House with center doorway 
framed by small pane side lights. Brick porch extension to 
the front.

a. (Non-contributing) Concrete block one car garage to 
the rear.
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25. 1518 Washington Ave. c. 1924 (Contributing) Brick
veneer Square House with entrance to the side framed by
transom and side lights. Porch extension to the front.
Hipped roof. Built by H. C. Morris, a well known local
builder.
a. Double car garage with hipped roof to the rear.

26. 1608 Washington Ave. c. 1925 (Contributing) Two and a 
half story brick veneer Square House with center entrance 
framed by side lights. Hipped roof and dormers. One story 
boxed bay, frame, to the side.

a. Double car garage to the rear.

27. 1610 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Frame, 
steel sided, gabled ell with brick front porch sided.

a. (Non-contributing) Small garden shed to rear.

28. 1612 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) One and 
a half story small frame house with canted bay window to the 
front. Transom over the doorway, 

a. One car garage on alley.

29. 1620 Washington Ave. 1936 (Contributing) Jacobethan 
Revival style brick and stone residence with arched doorway 
and small paned windows. Half timbering between panels of 
bricks laid in a chevron pattern on the second level. Chimney 
with separate shafts, each topped by a chimney pot. Wrought 
iron fencing borders the entire property. Built as Universal 
Glass Products House Number One at the direction of Robert S. 
Davis, a prominent Mid-Ohio Valley milk bottle manufacturer 
(1877-1951) and occupied by the company's treasurer, 
A. O A Connor. Architect was probably Theodore R. Sansbury. 
Landscape architect was Ralph W. Stewart.

a. Double car garage with storage space, one and a half 
story with half timbering styling similar to the house on 
alley.

30. 1624 Washington Ave. post 1940 (Non-contributing) 
Double pile Colonial Revival house with porch of the same 
styling.

a. Garage on alley.

31. 1626 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer large Square House with hipped red tile roof, smooth 
stone foundation and water table. Brick porch extension with 
piers with entrance to the side.

a. Two car garage with hipped roof with entrance from 
Plum Street.
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32. 1700 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer Square House with brick porch extension and hipped red 
tile roof. Hipped dormers. Entrance to the side with 
transom and side lights. Home in 1924 of John N. King, a 
builder/contractor.

a. Two story garage/apartment of brick veneer with 
entrance from Plum Street.

33. 1702 Washington Ave. c. 1905 (Contributing) One and a 
half story brick veneer Square House with hipped red tile 
roof and porch extension. Center entrance with narrow 
transom and small pane side lights.

a. Two story car/apartment with brick veneer on alley.

34. 1704 Washington Ave. post 1940 (Non-contributing) One 
and a half story cottage with exterior chimney to the front, 

a. Two car concrete block garage on alley.

35. 1706 Washington Ave. c. 1925 (Contributing) Two and a 
half story Square House with brick porch extension with stone 
caps. Hipped shingle roof and hipped dormers. Entrance to 
the side with side lights framing the door.

a. Two car brick veneer garage on alley.

36. 1708 Washington Ave. c. 1924 (Contributing) One and a 
half story hipped roof cottage, brick veneer with brick porch 
extension. Side lights frame the door.

37. 1716 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Frame two 
and a half story Square House with porch extension.Entrance 
is off center.

a. One car frame garage on alley.

38. 1718 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two and a 
half story frame Square House with porch extension supported 
by a balustrade and square posts. Hipped roof and dormers 
with Queen Anne lights. Home in 1921 of Percy S. Hazlett, a 
division superintendent for the Hope Refining Co.,

39. 1720 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two and a 
half story frame Square House with porch extension to the 
front. Shingle roof broken by dormers. Home in 1920 to 
mid-1930's of Samuel W. Young, oil operator.

a. (Non-contributing) Two car garage on alley.

40. 2003-2005 Liberty Ave. c. 1927 (Contributing) Two and 
a half double residence with brick veneer and three car 
garage under the elevated front porch extension. Queen Anne 
lights over the front side windows.
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41. 1800 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two story 
Georgian Revival brick veneer house with green tile roof 
broken by three small dormers to the front. Portico to the 
front with gable tiled roof with bas relief set in gable. 
Roof supported by pairs of square piers. Doorway framed by 
small pane transom and side lights. Residence in 1926 of 
Clarence H. Ford, president-treasurer of the W. H. Dawkins 
Lumber Co. Architect was J. D. Falwell.

a. One story brick veneer two car garage on alley.

42. 1806 Washington Ave. 1936 (Contributing) Jacobethan 
Revival style random limestone (from Butler, Pa.) residence 
with canted oriel over front entrance. Diamond shaped paned 
windows. Roof is slate. Chimney has separate shafts each 
with chimney pot. One story porte-cochere to the side. 
Irregular massing. Garage is attached to the house at the 
rear with entrance from the alley behind the house. House is 
similar to that at 1810 Washington Ave. Architect was T. B. 
Carmen. Constructed for Hayward E. Clovis, a prominent 
Parkersburg business man who had married into the Crawford 
family, the founders of the Parkersburg Rig and Reel Company, 
one of the major oilfield equipment manufacturers in the 
United States (c.1900-1960). Clovis was advertising manager 
for the Rig and Reel Co. The Crawfords, although natives of 
Northern Ireland, located in northwestern Pennsylvania before 
coming to Parkersburg to start the Rig and Reel Co.

43. 1810 Washington Ave. 1936 (Contributing) Random stone 
Jacobethan Revival style residence with shingle roof. One 
story bay window to the front. Arcade to one side of the 
facade with three roundhead arches supported by twisted 
columns. Doorway is recessed behind an arch. Garage is 
attached to the rear of the house with entrance from the 
alley. Similar in styling to the house at 1806 Washington 
Ave. Architect was T. B. Carmen. House built for Casper 
Ruf, executive for the Parkersburg Rig and Reel Co.

44. 1812 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer two and a half story Square House with green tile 
hipped roof and dormers. Brick porch extension to the front 
with entrance to one side framed by side lights. Residence 
in 1926 of Thomas Burk, oil operator.

a. One story two car garage on alley.

45. 1900 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Square 
House with brick veneer and front porch extension. Entrance 
to one side framed by small paned side lights. Shingled roof 
and dormers are hipped.

a. Two car garage with pyramid roof topped by a cupola.
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46. 1902 Washington Ave. 1926 (Contributing) One story 
brick veneer bungalow with brick porch extension to the 
front. Roundhead arch entrance to porch. Cottage windows. 
Green tile roof and exterior chimney to side. House was 
boyhood home of Leonard Merrill, Jr., member of the U. S. 
1948 Olympic wrestling team.

a. Two car garage with shingle roof on alley.

47. 1904 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Colonial 
Revival two story house with gambrel shingle roof. Doorway 
with fan and side lights. Paired columns on portico to the 
front. Open porch to the side.

a. Two car garage with 6/1 windows, gable roof and 
clapboard siding on alley.

48. 1906 Washington Ave. c. 1960-80 (Non-contributing) 
Cape Cod one and a half story house with double door front 
entrance inset with leaded glass. Row of dentils under the 
eaves.

a. Two garages set at right angles to each other of 
brick veneer on alley.

49. 1912 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Georgian 
Revival large brick veneer house with three gable dormers to 
the front. Brick water table. Doorway with fan and side 
lights. Portico to the front with paired columns. Built by 
Blair Plate Construction Co. for father of present owner, 
William B. Richardson.

50. 2007 Maxwell c. 1910 (Contributing) Two car garage 
with apartment overhead. Brick veneer on the first level and 
clapboard siding on the second. Exterior stairs leading to 
the apartment.

51. 2000 Washington Ave. c. 1940 (Contributing) Colonial 
Revival house with flared gambrel shingle roof broken by 5 
gable dormers. Porch extension across the front with Greek 
Doric Columns and 6/6 windows. Architect/Builder was x Chick' 
Ross, a well known local architect. Home at one time of 
multimillionaire and philanthropist, Bernard P. McDonough, 
who had the house built. House remodelled in 1955.

a. Two car garage with gambrel roof, cupola and 
weathervane on alley.

52. 2018 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) One story 
frame bungalow with small porch to one side with cluster 
piers. Box bay window to the side. Home in 1930 to 1940 of 
William Schwenlein, chief engineer for the Parkersburg Rig 
and Reel Co.
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a. Single car frame garage to the rear.

53. 2020 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing)
One and a half story brick veneer gable front residence with
gable extension to one side and dormer to the side.

a. Double car garage with apartment overhead on alley.

54. 2011 Park Ave. c. 1924 (Contributing) Georgian 
Revival house with doorway framed by fan and side lights. 
Gable shingle roof with dormers. Porch extension to the 
front with brick piers. Center extension on the second 
level. Home in 1924 to 1927 of Gale Barlow, officer of H. M. 
Spence Co., manufacturer of oilfield equipment.

a. One car, brick veneer garage with entrance from 
Washington Ave.

55. 2105 Park Ave. c. 1910 (Contributing) One and a half 
story gabled cottage with porch extension with gable roof to 
the front.

a. Two car frame garage on alley.

56. 2103 Park Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two and a half 
story brick veneer Square House with hipped shingle roof and 
dormers. Brick porch extension with brick piers to the 
front. Home in 1924-26 of Frank Deever, a Standard Oil 
employee.

a. Frame one car gabled garage to the rear.

57. 2101 Park Ave. c. 1926 (Contributing) Two story 
Colonial Revival frame house with center door with side 
lights. Eye brow dormer in cjable shingle roof. Portico 
with tapered piers and closed brick railing to the front. 
6/1 windows. Enclosed porch to the side.

a. One car garage with entrance from Washington Ave.

58. 2021 Washington Ave. c. 1960 (Non-contributing) 
Contemporary one story frame house with porch extension to 
the front and car port to the side. Garage under the house 
with entrance from the alley. Similar to house at 2019 
Washington Ave.

59. 2019 Washington Ave. c. 1960 (Non-contributing) 
Contemporary one story house with carport to the side. 
Garage under house to the rear with entrance from the alley. 
Similar to the house at 2021 Washington Ave.

60. 2017 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Non-contributing) 
Bungalow extensively altered with enclosed porch to the front 
with Colonial Revival elements.
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a. Garage to the rear of the house.

61. 2001 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) One story 
L-shaped Colonial Revival house with one story bay window. 
Irregular massing.

a. One car garage with storage space topped by a cupola 
and weathervane with entrance from Maxwell Ave.

62. 1911 Washington Ave. c. 1936 (Contributing) 
Jacobethan Revival brick veneer house with doorway protected 
by small canopy in gable extension to the front. Oriel 
window to the front with half timbering to side. Cluster 
flue chimney topped by chimney pots. Small pane casement 
windows. Architect, Theodore T. Sansbury; builder, Plate 
Construction Co. Built as Universal Glass Products House at 
the direction of Robert S. Davis, a prominent Mid-Ohio Valley 
bottle manufacturer. House occupied by C. J. O'Connor from 
1926 to 1977, secretary of the company.

a. Brick veneer double car garage with storage on 
second level set into the hillside at the rear of the house.

63. 1907 Washington Ave. c. 1905 (Contributing) One and a 
half story brick veneer bungalow with porch extension and 
hipped shingle roof and dormers. Center door and exterior 
chimney. Modillions under the eaves.

a. Double car brick veneer garage with shingle hipped 
roof on alley.

64. 1905 Washington Ave. p. 1940 (Non-contributing) Two 
story Colonial Revival brick veneer with screened in porch. 
Casement windows.

a. Two car garage with apartment on second level on 
alley.

65. 1903 Washington Ave. c. 1925 (Non-contributing) Frame 
Square House that has been extensively altered with a new 
doorway with Doric pilasters and leaded glass fan and side 
lights. Home in 1926 of an oil driller named Annie V. Barker 
and built by M. J. Belt who also built the house at 1901 
Washington Ave.

a. Double car garage to the rear.

66. 1901 Washington Ave. 1925 (Non-contributing) Two and 
a half story frame house with extensively altered front 
entrance. Built by M. J. Belt who also was responsible for 
the house at 1903 Washington Ave. The house was extensively 
remodelled during WW II.

a. Garage with entrance from Pearcy Ave.
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67. 1815 Washington Ave. c. 1900 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer Square House with red tile roof and brick porch 
extension to the front. Entrance is to the side, doorway 
framed with side lights. Hipped roof and dormers.

a. Garage off Pearcy Ave. with tiled hipped roof and 
single dormer.

68. 1811 Washington Ave. 1937 (Contributing) Brick veneer 
Colonial Revival house with portico to the side, gable slate 
roof supported by cluster piers. Slate roof with gable 
dormers. 6/6 windows. Side porch extension has been 
enclosed. Built by Harvey Schneider Construction Co. 

a. Two car brick veneer garage on alley.

69. 1809 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Georgian 
Revival house with projecting center section. Portico to the 
front with Greek Doric columns. Roundhead window on second 
level topped by a pediment. Dentils under the eaves. Roof 
is slate with two gable dormers.

a. Two car brick veneer garage on alley.

70. 1807 Washington Ave. p. 1940 (Non-contributing) Two 
story brick veneer house with casement windows. Porch 
extension to the front has been enclosed.

a. Double car concrete block garage on alley with an 
attached carport.

71. 1805 Washington Ave. p. 1940 (Non-contributing) Two 
and a half story brick veneer house with brick porch 
extension and casement windows.

a. Double car concrete block garage on the alley.

72. 1803 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two story 
frame house with Colonial Revival elements. Porch extension 
with closed railing. 9/1 windows. Home in 1921 and 1924 of 
Dr. Roy McCuskey, at that time District Superintendent of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and later President of West 
Virginia Wesleyan College.

a. Concrete block two car garage on alley with hipped 
shingle roof.

73. 1801 Washington Ave. p. 1940 (Non-contributing) One 
story brick veneer ranch style house with stone chimney. 
Attached garage with entrance from Liberty Street. Similar 
to the house at 1717 Washington Ave.

74. 1717 Washington Ave. p. 1940 (Non-contributing) One 
story brick veneer and stone ranch style house with awning 
windows. Similar to 1801 Washington Ave. Attached garage
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with entrance from Liberty Street.

75. 1713 Washington Ave, c. 1930 (Contributing) English 
Cottage style house with Jacobethan Revival elements. Long 
sloping roof to the first level. Entrance is protected by a 
frame canopy of recent construction. Roundhead arch 
doorway. 6/1 windows. Half timbering on the upper level. 
Wood shakes on the roof.

a. Two car garage with wood shake gable roof on alley.

76. 1711 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Two story 
Dutch Colonial house with gambrel shingle roof and shingle 
siding. Entrance to the side. Massed triple, 9/1 windows 
on first and second levels.

a. (Non-contributing) Double car garage on alley.

77. 1707 Washington Ave.. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two and a 
half story stuccoed house with clipped gables. Front porch 
extension with stuccoed piers and entrance to the side. Shed 
dormer with 8 small windows to the front. Home of Wm. H. 
Baldwin, President-Treasurer of the Baldwin Tool Works, 
purchased in the 1930's by the O. Ames Co.

a. Two car stuccoed shingle hipped roof garage on 
alley.

78. 1705 Washington Ave. c. 1940 (Contributing) Jacobethan 
Revival style, brick veneer and stone house, one and a half 
story with recessed porch to the side. Steep shingled gable 
roof with gable dormer. Garage of later construction 
attached to the side.

79. 1701 Washington Ave. 1939 (Contributing) Brick veneer 
Jacobethan Revival style house with half timbering on the 
second level. Slate roof, exterior chimney with stone caps 
and leaded glass in first level windows. Second level is 
jettisoned, supported by small braces. Attached two car 
garage with entrance from Plum Street. Architect; T. B. 
Carman: builder was Blair Plate Co. Original owner was 
Claude W. Crawford, a clerk employed by the Parkersburg Rig 
and Reel Co., son of David B. Crawford, President.

80. 1627 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer Square House with porch extension to the front. 
Shingle hipped roof and dormers.

81. 1625 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Gabled red 
tile roof, two and a half story house with porch extension to 
the front and brick piers. Doorway with transom and side 
lights. Roof extension supported by scrolled braces. Home in
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1932 of Paul G. Woodward, Superintendent of the American 
Viscose plant in Parkersburg from 1927 to the mid-1940's; 
Viscose was Parkersburg's largest employer during that time 
and was the manufacturer of rayon; later in the late 1930's, 
lived at 1225 Washington Ave.

a. One car garage with red tile roof, roof extension 
with braces at the rear of the property.

82. 1623 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) One and a 
half story bungalow with brick veneer and front porch 
extension. One gable dormer to the front. Entrance to one 
side with narrow transom. Extended eaves with braces. Home 
in 1926 for Louis Storck, President of the Storck Baking Co. 
Home in 1920 of Robert J. Schumann, Superintendent of Storck 
Baking Co.

a. Brick veneer garage to the rear of the property with 
extended eaves supported by braces.

83. 1619 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Two story 
Jacobethan Revival house with long slate roof to the front 
and half timbering in the gables. Tudor doorway and casement 
windows. Stone columns dividing casement windows on enclosed 
porch to the front. Oriel window over doorway. Architect: 
Harry Nay. Built for Louis Storck, German emigre and founder 
of the Storck Baking Company after Storck sold his Wall 
Street stocks two weeks prior to the 1929 Crash and invested 
the cash in the construction of the house; Lived at 1623 
Washington Ave. at the time of the sale. Slate roof imported 
from England.

84. 1603 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer gabled house with porch extension to the front.

a. (Non-contributing) Concrete block two car garage to 
the rear of the house.

85. 1601 Washington Street c. 1928 (Contributing) Two and 
a half story brick veneer Georgian Revival house with single 
door topped by a broken pediment. Doorway flanked by a one 
story bay on each side. 6/1 windows and open porch to the 
side. Home between 1932 and 1938-39 of R. Alien Startzmann, 
Manager of the Clifton Oil and Gas Co., with offices in the 
Union Trust Building, a National Register building built in 
1901 downtown Parkersburg by J. N. Camden, oil magnate.

a. Brick veneer one car garage with storage area behind 
house.

86. 2103 Plum Street c. 1928 (Non-contributing) Two 
story apartment sided with brick, board and batten and 
clapboard. Appears to have been a garage for 1627 Washington
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Street at one time.

87. 1521 Washington Street, c. 1920 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer Square House with Goergian Revival elements, 6/1 
windows and shingled hipped roof and dormers. Doorway with 
fan and side lights. Porches enclosed on both sides of the 
house.

a. Two car, brick veneer with pyramid roof to the rear 
of the house.

88. 1519 Washington c. 1920 (Non-contributing) Frame 
Square House with shingle hipped roof. Porch extension to 
the front with entrance to one side. House has been altered 
with new porch and windows.

a. Rockface concrete block two car garage to the rear.

89. 1517 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Frame 
bungalow house with porch extension to the front, one and a 
half stories in height. Eave extension with braces, 

a. Two car garage with entrance from alley.

90. 1507 Washington Ave. p. 1940 (Non-contributing) One 
story brick veneer house with attached garage to the side and 
casement windows.

91. 1505 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Non-contributing) 
Extensively altered gabled ell house with new windows, siding 
and porch extension.

a. Two story apartment off alley with pyramid roof.

92. 1503 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Large 
Square House with red tile hipped roof. Doorway with transom 
and side lights. One story bay to the side. 9/1 windows. 
House is very similar to the one at 1501 Washington AVe.

a. (Non-contributing) Double car garage to the rear.

93. 1501 Washington Ave. 1917 (Contributing) Large Square 
house with red tile hipped roof. Doorway with transom and 
side lights. 9/1 windows. House is mirror image to the 
house at 1503 Washington Ave. Constructed by John N. King 
who also built house at 1700 Washington Ave. and probably the 
one at 1503 Washington Ave.

a. One car concrete block garage with entrance from Oak 
Street.

94. 1445 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Two and 
a half story Square House, brick veneer with box bay to the 
side. Red tile hipped roof and dormers. Doorway with 
transom and side lights.
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a. Red tiled double car garage with pyramid roof off 
Oak Street.

95. 1441 Washington Ave. c. 1915 (Contributing) Frame 
Square House with porch extension with fluted Doric columns. 
Doorway with side lights. Box bay to side.

a. Double car garage with entrance from alley.

96. 1439 Washington Ave. c. 1900 (Contributing) Clipped 
gable frame house with porch extension. Fanlight in gable. 
Garage is attached to house with entrance from alley. 
Possibly the oldest house on the street; only one of two 
houses that appear in the 1901 Roe Atlas on this street.

97. 1435 Washington Ave. c. 1907 (Contributing) Frame 
gabled ell with porch extension and porte-cochere to side. 
Palladium window in gable. Doorway with side lights. Home 
in 1907 of Charles Scholl, President and manager of Scholl- 
Andre Printing Co. Home in 1921 and in 1926 of John R. 
Kennedy, President of the Kennedy Construction Co., builder 
of highways and streets.

98. 1431 Washington Ave. c. 1907 (Contributing) Frame 
Queen Anne house with a brick sweeping porch. Turret to side 
with fish scale shingles and conical roof. Home in 1907 of 
Charles Scholl, President of the Scholl-Andre Printing Co. 
Per the 1901 Roe's Atlas, there is a structure on or about 
this site but there is no owner's name cited in spite of the 
fact that owners names are normally cited on the Atlas. Is 
one of only two buildings on the street showing in the Atlas.

99. 1429 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) L-shaped 
gabled house with clapboarding. Portico to the front. Fish 
scale shingles in the gable.

100. 1427 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Contributing) Frame 
gabled ell with shingle hipped roof. Porch extension to the 
front with grouped piers.

a. Frame garage to the rear.

101. 1419 Washington Ave. c. 1930 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer gable house with Jacobethan Revival elements. Porch 
extension with brick piers. 6/1 windows. Long sloping roof 
to side with brick chevron pattern set in gable.

a. Frame single car garage to the rear of the house.
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102. 1415 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Non-contributing) Frame 
gabled ell with slate roof. House altered with new porch 
extension to the front with brick piers. 9/9 windows.

a. Rockface concrete block garage to the rear of the 
house.

103. 1413 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Non-contributing) Brick 
veneer house with porch extension. Integrity of the house 
lost by remodelling.

a. One car garage with entrance from the alley

104. 1411 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Contributing) Brick 
veneer Sguare House with shingle hipped roof and dormer. 
Enclosed porch to the front.

a. Two car garage with shingle hipped roof with 
entrance from the alley.

105. 1405 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Non-contributing) 
Square House altered by partially enclosing the porch area to 
the front. House in 1924 of a foreman for the Standard Oil 
Refinery, Andrew Crolley, and his two sons who were clerks at 
the refinery as well.

a. Two car concrete block garage with entrance from the 
alley.

106. 1401 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) Frame 
Square House with porch extension, Doric columns and closed 
railing. Shingle hipped roof and dormers.

a. Frame single car garage with entrance from Latrobe. 
St.

107. 1315 Washington Ave. 1903 (Contributing) Queen Anne 
house with brick veneer and red tile roof. Octagon turret to 
side with conical tile roof and finial. Sweeping porch to 
the front and side with balustrade and Ionic columns. 
Property enclosed by an iron fence. Original owner was Henry 
Logan; he was a carriage manufacturer and one of the Mid-Ohio 
Valley's earliest automobile dealers.

a. Two story carriage house with entrance from Latrobe 
St. with hipped red tile roof and dormers.

108. 1225 Washington Ave. c. 1925 (Contributing) Two and 
a half story large Square House with Georgian Revival 
elements. Slate roof with red tile ridges. Brick piered 
porch extension to the front. Doorway with leaded glass in 
fan and side lights. Two story canted bay to side. Stained 
glass window in side window. Home in 1934-40 of Paul G. 
Woodward, Superintendent of the American Viscose plant in 
Parkersburg, a producer of rayon; which from 1927 to the mid-



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section number 7 Parkersburg H.S./Washington Avenue Page 21

1940's was Parkersburg largest employer.
a. Single car garage to the rear of the house.

109. 1223 Washington Ave. c. 1920 (Contributing) One and a 
half story bungalow with brick veneer and shed dormers. 
Doorway with transom and small pane sidelights.

a. Single car garage to the rear of the house.

110. 1221 Washington Ave. c. 1907 (Contributing) Queen 
Anne house, brick veneer with octagonal tower topped by a 
tent roof to the side. Porch extension to the front with 
brick piers. Slate roof. Stone sills and lintels. Similar 
to the house at 1217 Washington Ave. Architect/Builder of the 
house at 1221 Washington Ave. M. H. Flower who also built 
houses at 1212 and 1216 Washington Ave. Owned between 1908 
and 1920 by an oil operator, George P. Murrin. Photograph in 
the 1907 City Directory reveals the house to have been one of 
the earliest in the neighborhood.

a. (Non-contributing) Two story garage/apartment to 
the rear of the house.

111. 1217 Washington Ave. c. 1914 (Contributing) Queen 
Anne house with brick veneer. Octagonal tower topped by a 
tent roof and decorative brickwork in the upper level. 
Portico to the front. Stone sills and lintels. Very similar 
to the house at 1221 Washington St. Residence in 1914 of 
Erwin P. Mensch, principal of Mountain State Business 
College. Residence in 1921 of Arthur V. Hoenig, Vice- 
president of the Carter Oil Co.

112. 1211 Washington Ave. c. 1910 (Contributing) Large 
Square House with brick veneer and stone walls. Red tile 
hipped roof with twin dormers to the front and single ones to 
the sides, all with Palladium windows. Stone quoins at the 
corners. Smooth stone water table. Doorway with transom. 
Porch extension to the front is new. Home in 1914 of George 
P. Murrin, an oil operator but by 1940 was home for James T. 
Callanan, President of the Parkersburg Machine Co. (PARMARCO) 
an oilfield equipment manufacturer.

a. Two car garage to the rear with red tile roof.

113. 2100 Dudley Ave. c. 1924 (Contributing) Large Square 
House with hipped green tile roof. Modillions under the 
eaves. Porches have been enclosed. House has been converted 
into a physician's office. Home between 1924 and 1940 of 
another physician, Dr. Roy Ben Miller.
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The proposed Parkersburg High School-Washington Avenue 
Historic district is significant for three reasons. First, 
it is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. These are 
in public education and in the petroleum industry. Second, 
the significance of the district rests in the cumulative 
importance of prominent residents associated with the broad 
pattern of community development, through which the 
neighborhood evolved into the primary residental area for 
these citizens. For this reason, it meets Criteria A. Third, 
it represents a significant and distinguishable entity 
consisting of a number of substantive individual components 
that embody characteristics of several types of architecture 
to be found in America between 1900 and 1940. For this 
reason its meets Criteria C in architecture.

The proposed district is located in Parkersburg, West 
Virginia and is in the shape of the capital letter "T". The 
campus of Parkersburg High School forms the top of the "T" 
and Washington Avenue (the only street in Parkersburg running 
east and west north of the Little Kanawha River to possess a 
name other than that denoted by a number) and the alleys to 
the immediate north and south of the street per se compose 
the "T"'s spine. This district would then adjoin two other 
established National Register districts in Parkersburg, the 
Julia-Ann Square and the Avery Street.

The twenty-seven acre Parkersburg High School campus, 
the historic electric street lamps (first installed in 1921) 
which run the entire length of Washington Avenue, the 
concentration of early 20th Century architectural styles 
represented in the proposed district, and the historical 
significance to the community, the state, the region and the 
nation of people associated with the proposed district are 
the threads which tie the proposed district into a distinct 
unit.

The City of Parkersburg as we know it today had its 
beginnings on a tract of land acquired by Philip Dils of 
Pennsylvania by 1798 north of the Little Kanawha River. 
As early as the 1860's one of the major oil fields in the 
United States was opened 20 miles up this river. Development 
of other fields in the area caused Parkesburg to become one
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of major oil and refining equipment manufacturing centers 
in the nation. By the 1890's interest in the utilization of 
the immense quantities of natural gas in the area increased 
and by 1906 was the leading natural gas producing state in 
the nation. It held this position for more than 10 years. 
Because of the ready availability of this natural gas, West 
Virginia became for a time in the first half of the 20th 
century one of the centers of glass production in the U.S.

On September 28, 1898, four Parkersburg citizens who had 
played key roles in laying the foundation for these 
developments, had, with their wives purchased for investment 
purposes a portion of the original Dils tract. They were 
Johnson Newlon Camden (a major West Virginia oil, coal, 
timber, railroad and banking capitalist between 1860 and 
1908), William N. Chancellor (a major Camden business 
associate whose businesses included oil refining and the 
ownership beginning in 1889 of a Parkersburg hotel now on 
the National Register, the Blennerhassett Hotel), Charles H. 
Shattuck (another Camden business associate whose focus 
tended to be upon oil, banking and transporation and whose 
home in Parkersburg, like that of Chancellor's still stands 
in the Julia-Ann Square Historic District and James M. 
Jackson (a circuit judge and member of a family which 
historian John Alexander Williams has demonstrated was a part 
of the oligarchy which dominated West Virginia's history in 
the 19th century).

The land purchased was an undeveloped, somewhat swampy 
region situated on the northeast edge of the city once 
traversed in part by the Parkersburg and St. Mary's Turnpike, 
a highway which connected the county seats of petroleum rich 
Wood and Pleasants counties. The land purchased was 21 blocks 
north of the Little Kanawha and less than a mile east of the 
Ohio. The land purchased by the Camden, Chancellor, Shattuck 
and Jackson couples was ripe for development due to the 
city's growth, the area's proximity to the City Park and the 
fact that the area was located on both sides of the 
Parkersburg and Marietta Inter-Urban Railway, a trolley 
system whose turntable was located just south of the tract 
purchased and whose rails had been laid northward to an area 
in which Shattuck and the other owners of the railway had 
developed and opened in 1898 - a major convention and 
recreational facility known as Terrapin Park.

Development within the area of the proposed Parkersburg
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High School-Washington Avenue Historic District was 
relatively slow, however, until the completion of the High 
School in 1917, a project which had begun 3 years earlier. 
In the area of the proposed district there was only one house 
whose construction had been completed by 1901, and only one 
other whose construction was underway by that date. Between 
1901 and 1914 twenty-two houses were built along what by 1901 
was known as Washington Avenue. Twenty-one of them were 
located in the first four blocks of the eight block street 
which connected Dudley Avenue with Park Avenue. Four of 
these were Queen Anne in style. By the next year, these four 
blocks were paved with brick as evidenced in a Parkersburg 
newspaper dated August 5, 1915. Park Avenue which lies at 
the eastern edge of the proposed district was also paved at 
this time.

The decision to build Parkersburg High School along 
Dudley Avenue on 27 acres of mostly swampy land was primarily 
that of Charles E. VanDevender, president of the Parkersburg 
Independent School District. He was a successful lumberman 
who as a youth had worked in the Burning Springs, Va. (now W. 
Va.) oil field. Between 1901-1917 he was a resident near the 
area of the proposed District. He secured the passage in the 
W V Legislature of special enabling legislature permitting 
the school district to purchase a tract of land of necessary 
size. Prior to the completion of the new high school, the 
school had been located on Seventh Street in Parkersburg's 
present downtown area. Frank L. Packard of Columbus, Ohio was 
chosen over a field of ten submitted designs to be the 
architect on this project.

In the 1918-1940 period Parkersburg High School was the 
largest high school in West Virginia; this was due to several 
factors. First, there were only two high schools in the 
county, PHS and one that served a small, rather 
underpopulated region in the northern part of Wood County, 
Williamstown High School. Second, all the other counties in 
West Virginia of Wood County's size in population had several 
high schools. The historically celeberated size of the 
school was somewhat magnified by the fact that the city for 
most of its history had no college. In spite of periodic 
newspaper editorials urging the establishment of a liberal 
arts college in the community, none was established on a 
permanent basis until the late 1950's. For a period of time 
in the early 1940's, Ohio University, at the urging of the
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Wood County Board of Education began offering courses at the 
high school after a similar request to West Virginia 
University was turned down. However, with the decline in 
college enrollments triggered by the deepening World War II, 
OU withdrew from Parkersburg. The high school therefore 
became quite naturally an institution offering a diverse 
curriculum with a high quality faculty. The school 
consequently was able to attract in the 1918-1940 era some 
outstanding faculty who made significant contributions in 
education in the state. One was Marie Boette. A music 
educator, she organized musical groups for her students which 
gained statewide recognition: Marcato, the Vivance Glee Club 
and the A Capella Choir. Hired away by West Virginia 
Wesleyan College, she continued to contribute to music 
education in the state and was recognized for her efforts by 
being granted an honorary doctorate degree by two colleges 
within the state. Another was Sara Smith. A historian and a 
political scientist, she, too, was hired away from PHS. 
After earning a Ph.D from Columbia, she became a faculty 
member at West Virginia University. Her book dealing with 
China's invasion by Japan in 1931, is considered as a 
definitive work.

After the opening of the new school in 1918, Washington 
Avenue was further developed. By 1921, fifty-two houses were 
on the street with expansion now east of Plum Street to Park 
Avenue.

Among the new residents of Washington Avenue was a male 
physician named Dr. Shirley M. Prunty, who lived at 1416 
Washington Avenue from 1914 to 1921. He had a desire to make 
an improvement on the street and acted on it thus changing 
the street's appearance in a dramatic way. He had decided 
that it would be an excellent idea if electrically powered 
boulevard lights were erected along the street. He purchased 
a light to be placed along the street in front of his house, 
convinced other residents to do the same and then secured 
electricity from the West Penn Power Company. The residents 
celebrated on July 4, 1921 when the lights were turned on. 
For sometime following this, this street was known as 
Washington Boulevard but because of the existence of a 
Washington Boulevard in nearby Belpre, Ohio, the street 
gradually became known as Washington Avenue. For several 
decades now, Washington Avenue has been the only street or 
avenue in the city to have retained its 1921 era type street
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lamps along its entire length.
Over the next nineteen years from 1921 to 1940 the city, 

the high school and Washington Avenue grew. By 1920 the 
city's population was 29,623 and by 1930 it was 30,103.

In order to accommodate more students at the end of the 
1920's, a decade in American educational history known as the 
decade of the high school, north and south wings were added 
to the school in 1929. However, five years before, another 
modification had been made to the campus when a 10,000 seat 
stadium had been completed so that the high school's football 
team which had won state championships in 1919, 1921 and 1923 
would have a modern facility in which to play and its rabid 
followers would be assured of a seat at home games. 
Following the stadium's construction, state championships 
were also won in 1927, 1938 and 1940. At times it seemed that 
interest in football during this period overshadowed more 
intellectual pursuits. This was demonstrated between 1922 
and 1940 in the organizing of excursion trains to PHS games 
in Wheeling, Huntington ad Clarksburg. This reached a high 
in 1940. The largest special train to ever run in the United 
states to transport persons to a high school football game 
was put together. It consisted of 4 separate units of 11 
railroad coaches each and carried 4000 people. Its 
destination was Wheeling W.Va. The purpose was to show the 
community's support for the Big Reds in the state 
championship game.

Before the decade of the 1930's has run its course 
Stadium Field became the site of an outstanding human 
achievement of a different type. Under the leadership of 
George Dietz, the high school band, known as the Big Red Band 
gained acclaim for its spectacular formations on the gridiron 
and won three international band contests. By this time two 
persons who had graduated from the school would attain fame 
in American business and diplomacy respectively. William M. 
Batten (Class of 1927) eventually became president and 
chairman of the Board of the J. C. Penney Co. and president 
of the New York Exchange. William Kahn Leonhart (Class of 
1936) served as the U.S. Ambassador to Tanganyika in the 
early 1960's at a time when the nation became Tanzania.

Although the gym in the main building seemed of ample 
size when the school opened in 1918, it later became apparent 
that a larger facility was necessary. Consequently in 1951 a 
field house separate from the present building was completed.
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The design elements of the Jacobethan Revival style of the 
school are replicated in the Memorial Field House as 
evidenced by its stone quoins and faus parapet. The Field 
House due to its placement beside the main building of the 
school rather than behind it, is very visible. This 
Jacobethan Revival styling adds to the picturesque quality of 
the campus and in turn to the preservation of the 
architecural integrity of the campus.

As for Washington Avenue, by 1940, the street was fully 
developed and paved and became the site of several of the 
city's finest homes built during the Great Depression. The 
first of these homes was completed in the Jacobethan Revival 
style at 1619 Washington Avenue in 1930 for Louis Storck, 
president of the Storck Baking Company of Parkersburg. 
Six years later the construction of four additional houses of 
the Jacobethan Revival Style was completed. Two of these 
(one at 1620 and one at 1911) were constructed by the 
Universal Glass Products Company, a major milk bottle 
manufacturer, for two of its executives. The remaining two 
were built for executives of the Parkersburg Rig and Reel 
Company, a major oil field equipment manufacturer which since 
1897 had been in existence and throughout the 1897-1940 
period had grown to the point that it had a presence in 1940 
wherever there was an oil field. These two houses had mates 
in Mt. Lebanon, Pa. By the end of 1939 an additional 
Jacobethan Revival Style house at 1701 had been built for 
another Parkersburg Rig and Reel executive and the street had 
acquired eminence in the city as one of its most fashionable 
streets. (See Appendix III)

The Parkersburg Rig and Reel executives were, however, 
not the only persons who were, had been, or would be employed 
in the petroleum industry who lived on Washington Avenue 
between 1921 and 1940. The house at 1226 was the home for 
many years of Patrick J. McDonough, an officer in the 
Continental Oil Company. The house at 1228 was the boyhood 
home of Standard Oil of New Jersy executive Smith D. Turner, 
Jr. The house at 1232 was the residence of Frank G. Davis, 
who was an owner of both the Parkersburg Machine Company and 
the Davis-Miller Engineering Company. The house at 1430 was 
the residence for a period of time of Bernard P. McDonough, 
who as a youth was employed as a roustabout in the Calhoun 
County, West Virginia oil fields by his uncle, the previously 
mentioned Patrick J. McDonough and who after 1940 would
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acquire ownership of the Parkersburg Rig and Reel Company on 
his way to becoming a multi-millionaire, a major 
philanthropist and the owner of Dromoland Castle in Ireland. 
In 1940, he constructed a new home for his family at 2000 
Washington Avenue. The house at 2018 was the residence of 
William Schwenlein, the Parkerburg Rig and Reel's chief 
engineer. The house at 1903 was in 1926 the home of an oil 
driller named Annie V. Barker. The house at 1707 was the 
home in the 1920's of William H. Baldwin, president of the 
Baldwin Tool Works. The house at 1601 was the home in the 
1930's of R. Alien Startzmann, manager of the Clifton Oil and 
Gas Company. The Queen Anne house at 1221 was the residence 
at one time of an oil operator named George P. Murrin, who 
later lived at 1211. By 1940, however, the 1211 house was 
the home of James T. Callanan, president of PARMACO (the 
Parkersburg Machine Co). In the field of science, the father 
of entomology in America, Dr. A.D. Hopkins, lived at 1708 
Washington Avenue for at least 16 years of the 1900-1940 
period: 1924-1940.

In summary, this proposed district is associated with 
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. These events are the development of 
opportunites for public education, the 1900-1940 period of 
the oil and gas industry and architectural creations made 
possible by the income generated by this industry. Proof of 
this can be found in one of the United States' chief oil and 
gas field towns between 1900-1940, Parkersburg, West 
Virginia. Significantly, it can still be seen in the city's 
Parkersburg High School-Washington Avenue Historic District.
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Alien, Bernard L. People, Places, Rivers and Experiences: A
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Press
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VERBAL BOUNDARY
The Parkersburg High School-Washington Avenue Historic 
District includes the school campus of 27 acres at 2101 
Dudley Avenue, the eight blocks that compose Washington 
Avenue (1200-2000 blocks), one house in the 2000 block and 
three houses in the 2100 block on Park Avenue and one house 
each on Maxwell and Liberty Streets.

The district includes * Tract C', the site of the high school
and:
Lots 208-226 in Dils Heirs Addition No. 1
Lots 28-36, 63-70, 1-4, 23-26 in Dils Heirs Addition No. 2
Lots 5-18, 27-43 in Maxwell and Pearcy City Park Addition
Lots 1-13 in Smith and Paxton Addition
Lots 14-27, 37-62 in H. C. Hopkins Addition
Lots 19-22 in Plate and Vogel Redivision

Parkersburg High School-Washington Avenue Historic District 
Parkersburg, Wood County, W.V.

Part 10
Boundary Justification

The boundary has been chosen because it reflects a marked visual 
relationship between the campus of P.H.S., dominating one end of the 
neighborhood, and Washington Avenue which forms an axis and important 
viewshed. This relationship is magnified by the early 20th century 
street lighting that acts as a visual delineator along boulevard-like 
Washington Avenue. The high style Jacobethan architecture of P.H.S. and 
the high-style Jacobethan architecture of many of the Avenue's houses, 
is another significant unifying factor. The Jacobethan-style houses 
were home to many of the city's industrial leaders who chose the 
neighborhood for its fashionable and exclusive appearance. These large 
Elizabethan stone and brick houses are reminders of the "Stockbrokers" 
who often chose the Tudor style as an expression of their social 
status in the early 20th century. The absence of this house type in 
adjoining neighborhoods, and the unity of building exemplified in 
even setbacks, scale, and building materials along Washington Avenue, 
are factors resulting in the choice of the historic district's 
boundary.
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Information on Photographs 1-8 is as follows:

Photographer: Bernard L. Alien
Date: March, 1991
Location of Negatives: Bernard L. Alien
Description of view:

1. Intersection of Dudley and Washington Avenues, photo­ 
grapher facing east.

2. 1200 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
northwest.

3. 1400 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
northwest.

4. 1500 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
west.

5. 1500 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
west.

6. 1600 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
southeast.

7. 1600 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
east.

8. 1900 block on Washington Avenue, photographer facing 
northeast.
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Information on photographs 9-19, as follows:

Photographer: Dr. Bernard Alien
Date: March, 1992
Location of negs: Dr. B.L. Alien, 1521 Washington Ave., Parkersburg,

W.V. 26101 
Description of views:

9. Parkersburg High School, panoramic view, looking west
10. Parkersburg High School, entrance pavilion detail
11. Parkersburg High School, trim-carving detail, entrance 

pavilion
12. First Christian Church, 1400 Washington Ave.
13. 1701 Washington Ave., Jacobethan Revival
14. 1806 Washington Ave., " "
15. 1911 Washington Ave. "
16. 1810 Washington Ave., "
17. 1315 Washington Ave., Queen Anne
18. 1620 Washington Ave., Jacobethan Revival
19. 1619 Washington Ave., "
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. . . are Serving Parfeersfeurg and Surroundir

v^/-.;^*r:;.^-; : ^T' : '^ f̂ 'i^L..' ;:; .:>,;^:S, ^•••^^^•^i ;'/.v ; •;•-,•;'^' •, .••;.;:.;
igjH-JtheMi WM je»t|ibltsr|t^3|e;'»torf .^|^l|Mll--i/^£.^./^•iTh^rftiine of business done enabl

I*1 ?T^'fe^5fff^TT4^"tet*4.^IfeMssiafe^

Miss Saltle Devries 
•election; Miss* Kate 

(and •sol dWMMlss 
mas, Miss Jennie 
ly on 'Man.' waa read 
nnle Peterkin. Miss 
oo ds and Miss 
yer rendered a duet 
;ile Grace and Berntce 
a Maude and Ilaney 
d a duet also. Miss 
lit wft« the valedlctor-

tlo Public.

• From the first, there has never been any departure from the fixed 
principle that Quality Merchandise—and Quality Merchandise alone—

• As the years have passed, one aft 
of the Nelson family has become 
stitution, and into each has been 
upon which the business was tn
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SUPPLEMENTARY ILLUSTRATIONS 687

Mr. Frank L. Packard, Architect, .If*-Ralph Snvder, Associate Architect, and .Mr. Edward ft. BatHtt. Engineer.

FIG. 640. — HIGH SCHOOL, PARKERSBURG. \\fiST VIRGINIA.

Mr. Front L. Pactard, Architect Mr. Ralph Snvder, Associate Architect, and Mr. Edward N. BabUt, Engineer.
FIG. 641. — HIGH SCHOOL, PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA.



688 SCHOOL ARCHITECTURE

Mr. Frank L. Packard, Architect, Mr. Ralph Snvder. Associate Architect, and Mr. Edward ff. Baottt, Engineer.

FIG. 642. — HIGH SCHOOL, PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA.

Mr. Frank L. Packard, Architect, Mr. Ralph Snvder. Associate Architect, and Mr. Edward ff. BaWl. En

FIG. 643. — HIGH SCHOOL, GROUND FLOOR PLAN, PARKERSBCRG, WEST VIRGINIA.
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Mr. Frank L. Packard, Architect, Mr. Ralph Snvder, Auoclatt ArchUtct, and Mr. Edward ff. BabUt, Engineer.

FIG. 644. — HIGH SCHOOL, FIRST FLOOR PLAN, PARKERSBURG, WEST VIRGINIA.



PAGE TWO—SECTION FOUR.-

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH ON 21ST STREET

This fine building Is of modern design both Inside and out On* of the largest church's In the 
city and the congregation le constantly Increasing,

ment Reached Barkers

{debt has vanished and (he church 
• faces the future stronger then 
I ever. It was a happy day when 
I the congregation was able to burn 
bonds to the amount of 180,000. 

Since December, 1886, the Rev. 
Hanrcy C. Bream has been itlreet- 
injr tV H»ntlnUs nf thla church, 

j With heart and soul he has entered 
— into the work, and a new epoch is

Congregation Grew From 
11 Members in 1899 to 
900 Today

One of the largest chujch edifi­ 
ces in West Virginia is the hand- 
some home of the congregation of 

< the First Christian church on 
Washington avenue at Latrobe 
street in Parkarsburg. It was 
erecUd in 1927 at a cost of more 
than 1100.000 and represents a 
congregation of some TOO com- 
nonieants.

The First Christian church la a 
masniv* structure with 44 rooms, 
Including a spacious combination 
dining hall, recreation center and

- auditorium in Ura l*««m«nt. In a 
corner of the building is eet apart 
a nuptial altar, which the church

* calls "The Wedding Sarina" and 
.which 1* vntao* la churches.

• The WretChrlitian entnrhja a 
/: branch, of the- D 
i movamcat which 
v to this eotmtjy

,r xprrit and one — — ,—.-„ - 
the noreoHmt was to seek r»- 

_ jj*n irf all Christian denomina* 
Ftkms. In ita early days tt§ luinto- 
t*rs wer* associated with the 

': Presbyterian and Baptist faith*. 
' ' , First gerviea

The Biscipiw of Christ mare- 
ment gradually spread through 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, 
bat did not reach Parkersbur* un­ 
til 1887, when William McVey of 
Waderrille held the first service 
«n a i*nt near William and jSovenlh 
streets. Service* w«™ i»*lU .i 
homes of the members at Marr- 
town and Lauckport Albert Dot- 

' and

/ Build New Home ,. .. .. . . ,.v£ lot at Washington avenue and *» »'• Mream and since Mr. 
Latrobe street was purchased at a} In 1900, are as follows: J. D. Hull, 
cost of 18,000. Harry R. Nay drew G. A. Asslter. J. V. Helm, W. D. 
OP the architectural plant and the'VanVoorhts, H. E Stafford, M. W. 
Plate Construction company was Yoenm, J. J. Whlt«hou«e, W. 
rng»g«d as contractor. Ground was Graham Walker, H. C. Hayhew and 
broken and soon the stone and: Frank G. Uavis. . . 
brick dmich took fonr.. It was! This church has sent a number 
dedicated on September 11, 1987, of men into the ministry. Including 
with the Rev. Dr. George Snlvely Ollan G. Moxena, Arden Hanea, B. 
delivering the ttraon. E. Hanes, W. Vernon Lytle. W. B.

When protperttf «ave way to Hendershot, C. S. Friedlander, 
depression In 1032, the First Chris.' Alva Scott ami p. 0. Moiena. 
tian church had its vlcclssltudes Those who have gone from the 
along with the r*st, but the finan-; church into the Y. M. C. A.* and 
cial cloud had a -silver lining. 9 other religious fields are A, M, 
Stmcsrltng on in the face of aj PennybacV*r, John Klbler, trvin 
seemingly hopeless situation, th* Maxwell, 0. T. Lytle and J? R. 
congregation reached victory. The'Doak.______,_____•/ ;

I
n

Clergyman; Came Page i of Volume 
license reeor' 
license^

•Vf 4Q9&t »Wl \4H*S

and .David Pajne 
Thoraaa LocJ^ret.,.. 

Pnviotu to tks eatab
Pewthewer• Wood * Nup­ 

tials Occurred at Bel- 
pre—First Recorded 
License Here in 1801

Early Wood county weddings 
were more difficult than arc those 
of today, in spite of the complica­ 
tions, offered .by three-day mar- 
riace license taws sna yny»icai «*- 
amination requirements. .

Nuptial events occurred hero
—v— —i-i.»^.M u.J »/>•;,• Krnncrht

r*
• » V^F-W ^»—- •w»«»Tr -w«a ^T~S—'w i*™3i
to? to embark upon tAr eea ofcoru 
nublal blist were required to ob­ 
tain a license to do §o at darks- 
burg, in Harrison county. vWhen 
this section was in the county ot 
Monongalla, marriage pefmlts 
w*re ancnred In Morjrantown, and 
before that time, when Wood eouru 
ty was in the district of\W*»t Au­ 
gusta, wedding liecnsm w*ra issued 
In Richmond. Virginia..————— m » •• ——-— 
BUYING POWER OF FARM

FOLK SLUMPS 6 PCT.

Where 1
1

AS THE JOL«

Most marveloui. most mysterious, and slnco ' 
^ clous ol uiHuklml's faculties la thu human cyo. Us
•pecilvdy. has Interwoven Itavlf in superstition, nee
•u|t|K>»tttl power or the "evil eye'' reduced primii' 
civilised wemern world or our own time accept* th. 
of heavenly guidance.

EYESIGHT IMPORTANT
Hand, fool, aenito of mnell, taste or bearing, 

them, anrt- get atonic tolerably well, but wltbout vlr 
So distinguished a social observer .as Dr. Royal s. 
eyesight, the reason why "thousands and thousnn 
Into delinquency and crime."

How strange, then, that the modern mectU 
the guardians of public health and well-being for V 
a negligible portion of the student-physician's tra 
ot the eyes! Such 1: indeed the case, and la. ns; 
leading medical authorities. C. 8. O'Brien, M. I)., v 
nal of Ophthalmology, professional mouth-piece r
clarwa: "Tit* uuuitior \>l iiuui* Uovuleu tu tiiu iea<. 
specialisation) varies . .. fifty to sixty houru la u; 

NOT SUFFICIENT Tlf,
Out on further investigation, the reasons f< 

explained. In the first place, there is not suHiciv 
study during undergraduate medical courses. iui 
toward slandarrtuaiion ot medical education, ami 
far as undergraduate trainings concerned.

And in the second place, there is already 
fcss'.ona! group, thoroughly nr«p*r»«rt by *rtucaUo' 
Bight of the nation.

INTENSIVE STUDY
They are the optometrists . . . men who 

they were graduated from tholr colleges somo tin 
in intensive study of the eye nnd all the ilia it i- 
not only the mechanics and workings of the cyo, V 
tlferous physical ailments, othnr than those dttv 
cause faulty .vision and eye complaints.

They have studl«d anatomy, bacteriology, b 
my, physiology, pathology and pharmacology. » 
how the eye It affected iu U»m» fluids.

ROUNDED CXPERIEK
Tboy have seen more eyos than ever a sch 

oca pudding. They have witnessed surgical eye o- 
hundreds of hours In eye clinics, have heard expei 
treatment and •xaiulnation of a legion of eye sun

They have taken. In this state, a four-tin
forth by the pt«t«» Itannl of Examiners in Of-i
licensed to carry on their profession within cor:

DISTINCT GROUP
They are a distinct group from the ophttmn 

layman under the less technical title of oculist* 
cal men who have taken their M. D. degree, sen 
licensed to practice medicine. Their medical lice 
to hang out their several shingles as specialist* 
specialised training than they have received d; 
such direct case-work as had come their way du 

. No postgraduate work, no spetlnl appr*n 
has been done by the general medical practltlo; 
that the requirements of the law are Insufficient 
Ing ophthalmologists, is attested by r. U. Vert 
ber, who wrote as follows ta a reeent issue of th*

• otology:. _ _ __ 
.•v..- ,«riv Ophthalmlogy, UftBr furtae 

At

W-iy
ate coarse*, have affiliated'
pital»..and are, la mryfMOM. of
Qualified for ctrtfficatJw- »y tfc* '
But this board, tm the first place, has ao Ugal
is purely optional wiu ta+.paysMin. and ate?

Candidates for exaainstloa .mast haw r 
Uon in ophthalmology, iaetaliag lorcaal eour#t-- 
pursued by tb* optometrist, and atast aarre s 
Few. Indeed, of the physicians specializing In 
through this procedure. Most of them have gone 
»our years' iueu!v«» »»«• "~-~— ~- tz.crzcr..'.. 
ophthalmology after a shorter or longer period 

COMPARATIVE CH
The comparative amounts of time upe-

. ———ui—«!„ .Snnrn hv
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