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DESCRIPTION 
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—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

' DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Marblehead Town House i s located i n the actual center of Market Square, the square 
formed by the intersection of Mugford, State, and Washington Streets. Market Square i s 

•in the southeastern part of Marblehead, the s i t e of the o r i g i n a l settlement, and also 
known as Old Marblehead. 

The Town Meeting of Marblehead voted, i n 1727, to b u i l d a Town House, 30' x 50' i n the 
center of the "Square." The Committee established for t h i s purpose was directed to "deal 
with some workmen. . ." The handsome Georgian design i s the product of the s k i l l s of 
local Master Carpenters, and an assumed influence of Nathan Bowen, a member of the . 
building committee, and a noted teacher and author of almanacs. 

The two-story gabled structure i s three bays wide and fi v e bays deep. I t i s sheathed 
i n four inch clapboards, and the corners are quoined. Fenestration i s six-over-six sash, 
framed by an architrave, and capped by a projecting, f l a t , molded pediment. At the a t t i c 
l evel of the narrow ends are round windows on center l i n e . 

The entrances are i n the center bay of the narrow gabled sides, (north and south eleva- , 
t i o n s ) , and are framed by single f l u t e d pilasters and topped by a triangular pediment. 

The o r i g i n a l i n t e r i o r consisted of a half basement, a meeting h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r , and 
one or two meeting rooms on the second f l o o r . The f i r s t f l o o r was occasionally tempor­
a r i l y partitioned for a constable's o f f i c e , clerk of the Market, or a schoolroom. 

In 1755 the chimney at the northwest corner was added for a stove. The building was 
raised 5'4" in 1836 to create a new ground floor which was built with granite from 
Rockport. This new space was used to house the police and cells. • 

The second f l o o r was assigned to the John Goodwin Post 82 of the Grand Army of the Re­
public as a permanent meeting h a l l i n 1898. This room, with a l l i t s GAR accoutrements ^y 
(flags, f u r n i t u r e . C i v i l War a r t i f a c t s , e t c . ) , has been f a i t h f u l l y preserved. 

When the Police Department moved to new quarters i n 1966, the Town appropriated $6,000 
for the restoration of the Old Town House. The work was supervised by the architect, 
Charles Strickland, and conducted between 1966 and 1968. On the ground f l o o r , the work 
consisted of i n s t a l l i n g granite supports and removal of the c e l l s , which were replaced by 
a branch l i b r a r y and the o f f i c e of the Harbor Master. A small vestibule on the f i r s t 
f l o o r was removed and the large meeting h a l l restored. A new c e i l i n g and staircase were 
in s t a l l e d along with six wooden reproductions of the o r i g i n a l candelabras. The second 
floor was re-painted. I n addition the entire structure was treated with an anti-termite 
protection and f i t t e d with heat detectors. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

—PREHISTORIC 

—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 

—1600-1699 

^1700 -1799 

—1800-1899 

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

AGRICULTURE 

ARCHITECTURE 

ART 

iScOMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY *• 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 
X POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE , 

The Marblehead Town House i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the f i r s t government building i n the town 
and as the scene of a number of important events i n local history. 

By the early 18th century, Marblehead had grown from a backwater f i s h i n g v i l l a g e to one 
of the most af f l u e n t and i n f l u e n t i a l seaports i n the colonies. This new wealth and the 

r increasing secularization of government led to the decision of the Town Meeting of 1728: 
"...That Thare Shall Be a Town Hous Beultt i n Said Town This Year . . . on Ye Land Whare 
the Gale and Cagge Now Stand..." Located at the intersection of the three major "hyways": 

• Main Hyway (Washington Street), Way to Ferry (Mugford Street), and Wharf Street (State 
I Street), i t was the center of a c t i v i t y i n the town and i n close proximity to the Salem 

Ferry, the Wharfs, and the Boston Road. 

As the f i r s t government building i n the Town, i t was here that "... the freeholders and 
other inhabitants of t h i s Town q u a l i f i e d to vote i n Town a f f a i r s as the Law direc t s : are 
hereby n o t i f i e d to assemble and convene..." Town matters, such as elections, appointments 
of Fish Cullers or Jury members, setting the rate, or providing for widows of lo s t seamen, 
were settled here. The Town House was later the gathering place to protest the Stamp 
Act and the Boston Port B i l l , and where the citizens signed the anti-tea and non-impor-

^ t a t i o n agreements. The Committees of Grievances, Correspondence, and Safety were organized 
here. The Sons of Liberty also met i n the Town House. Delegates were selected here 
for the Ipswich Convention, and Provincial Congress. Later townspeople met i n t h i s 
building to approve the A r t i c l e s of Confederation, Massachusetts Constitution and lat e r 
the United States Constitution. When the Declaration of Independence was read aloud at 

' the Town House there was a spontaneous celebration, a free oxen dinner and rum punch. 
After the Battle of Yorktown, the townspeople met here to prepare a ci r c u l a r l e t t e r on 
the need to protect f i s h i n g r i g h t s i n the Peace Treaty. 

Local notables, such as Elbridge Gerry, General John H. Glover, Col. William Lee and 
James Mugford spoke here. I n addition the Town House was host to such dignitaries 

,̂ as Presidents Washington, Adams, Jackson and Munroe, Samuel Adams, John Hancock and the 
Marquis de Lafayette. 

As the center for the a f f a i r s of the Town, Old Town House, at various times, served as a 
school, public market. Constable's o f f i c e and court. , . 

When the Town government was moved to Abbot Hall i n 1876, the Old Town House continued 
to be used for recruitments, protests, celebrations, orations, plays and an election 
p o l l . Presently i t i s used as the headquarters for the Bicentennial celebrations, the 
Arts Festival and as a p o l l i n g place. 
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August 16, 1976 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
National Park Service 
Dr. William Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
11 L Street N.W. 
Washington, D. C. " 

Dear Dr. Murtagh, 

1 am w r i t i n g i n response to a constituent request concerning the placement of 
the Old Town House i n Marblehead, Massachusetts, on the National Register of 
Historic Landmarks. A member of my s t a f f has been i n touch with your o f f i c e 
i n Washington and was informed that the matter was i n review having been received 
for consideration on June 16th. 

• / -. • 1. •. ,**> i ; 

- ' • ' . . - . y -' • . ^ 

I urge you to hasten the f i n a l desicion on th i s matter. The 1727 Marblehead Town 
House dates back even e a r l i e r than Boston's Faneuil H a l l . I t was here that the 
Son's of Liberty met and here where our men gathered for the Boston Tea Party 
and Bunker H i l l . The top f l o o r houses a C i v i l War Museum. : 

The history associated with t h i s extraordinary building i s great and makes i t a 
sig n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c a l landmark, especially i n l i g h t of our nation's Bicentennial 
I f e e l i t more than q u a l i f i e s to be on the National Register l i s t i n g . Any e f f o r t 
to accelerate such a move would be greatly appreciated. 

y <*• 

'-. V i 

y i 

Thank you for your cooperation on thi s matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael J. Harrington f 

MJH:pmc 
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•TATtx îas s achuset t s 

^Cpwn House Square 

Marblehead 
. VICINITY OF 

025 

CONGREi iaUNAL DISTRICT 

OWNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle 

yfcuNTY 

Mcssex 

DATE: 
Reviewer 

7/1/y^ 
INITIAI.S: 

DOE^^G 13 1976 

6 t h 
code 

009 

IVATE STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) : • 

OTHER 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) N.ATLANTIC MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

sourmEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VffiST PACIFIC NORTffiVEST 

F E A T U R E S : INTERIOR :XTERIOP. 
S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
un)cnown.-5 
not appl icab le - 8 

CONDITION 

_ S t ib s t an t i a l l y i n t a c t - 1 
_ unknown - 4 

no t app l icab le - 7 

y^ynJpnh- - - f . . I n t e r i o r , e x t e r i o r , environs not i n t a c t - 0 

k l^ tCELLENT _0ETER10RATED _U»1*LTERE0 

ALTERED 
_Reconstructed 
—Excavated 

EKVIP.ONS 
S u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 3 

_ i unknown -6 
Not app l i cab le -9 

LEXCELLENT 
—GOOD 

_OETERIORATED 
_ R U I N S 

—UNEXPOSED 

_tlnexcavate'1 

ORIGINAL S I T E 

_MOVED 

-Unknown 

ACCESS- Yes-restricte( r i c t ^ ) 

historic district*? 

Yes-unres t r ic ted No access 

YES 

Unknown 

WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? 
IF YES,. NAME: 

YES 

WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? 
IF YES, NAME: 

YES y^ 

A D A P T I V E U S E ; NO Saved ? YES NO 

F U N C T I O N ( S ) r (use vbcabulary words) 

then- -/ocoy^ 1 ^ , yOC /ll<^^ 

S I G N I F I C A N C E : 

y\ 
•ARCHCOLWiY.RREHISTORIC 

'—ARCHEOLOGY HISTORIC 

ilCULTUHE 

RCHITECTURE 

—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

r I _ J M ! R I 

y kiRCI 

Claims 

—CONSERVATION 

ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

«« f i r s t - /YEsy NO 
/ goot sy(d' 

{ ^ / • ^ — l ^ D S C A P E ARCH'TFCTURE —RELIGION 

C - i i l A w / G o v ' t / p O l i t i c S —SCIENCE 

.UTERATURE 

—MIUTARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

^ - s = U J U I I L J ; U U V l f l N M I M I 

entertainment 
-.health 

recreation 
—SOOAL/HUMANITARIAN S e t t l e m e n t 

socio/cultural 
-TRANSPORTATION urban & commun 
-OTHER iSPECiFYi planning 

7 
' * oldest '- ' YES NO only'-' YES NO 



D. zi.-'y 

AU8 3i 

I^Town Ho 
MARBLEHEAD— The 

Old Town House has been 
accepted for inclusion in the 
Na t iona l Register of 
Historical Places by the 
Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, according to 
Stale Secretary Paul Guzzi, 
who cliairs the coinnjission. 

Located in Town House 
Square, it was the first 
government building in the 
town and the scene of many 
important events in local 
history. 

The building was voted for 
consturction at the Town 
Meeting of 1728. Through the 
years, the Town House was 
host to such dignitaries cs 
P r e s i d e n t s G e o r g e 
Washington, John .'idams, 
.Andrew Jr.cl'.son f.nd James 
Munroe and Samuel Adams, 

n§e m register 
John Hancock and Marquis' 
de Lafayette. It served 
variously as a school, public 
market, constable's office! 
and court. When the town ' 
government was moved to 1 
Abbot Hall in 1876, the Old • 
Town House continued to be | 
used for recruitments, • 
protests, celebrations, ' 
orations, plays and as an 
clcciicn polling place. i 

In laG6, the town ap-
propriaied CS.COO for its': 
restoration. The work was 
subsequently supervised by . 
a r c h i t e c t C h a r l e s 
St r ickland, was Iran-
si'crrned into a br:;nch 
library and office for the . 
haibor.-naster. The entire 
siruciure v as treated with 
aniilurmile p.-otcction and 
lilted will; heat detectors. 
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