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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Marbl ehead Town House i slocated i ntheactual center of Market Square, the square
formed by theintersection of Mugford, State, and Washington Streets. Market Squarei s
‘in thesoutheasternpart of Marblehead, thesite of theoriginal settlement, and also
known as O d Marbl ehead.

The Town Meeting of Marblehead voted, i n1727, tobuild a Town House, 30' x 50' i n the
center of the "Square." The Committee established for this purpose was directed t o"deal
with sone worknen. " The handsone Georgian design i stheproduct of theskills of
local Master Carpenters, and an assumed influence of Nathan Bowen, a nenber of the
building committee, and a noted teacher and author of al manacs.

The two-story gabled structure i sthree bays wide and five bays deep. | ti s sheathed

in four inch clapboards, and t hecorners are quoi ned. Fenestration i ssix-over-six sash,
framed by an architrave, and capped by a projecting, flat, nolded pediment. At theattic
level of thenarrow ends areround windows on center |ine.

The entrances arei nthecenter bay of thenarrow gabled sides, (north and south eleva- ,
tions), and are framed by single fluted pilasters and topped by a triangular pedinent.

The original interior consisted of a half basement, a meeting hall on thefirst floor, and
one or two nmeeting rooms on t hesecond floor. The first floor was occasionally tenpor-
arily partitioned for a constable'soffice, clerk of theMarket, or a school room

In 1755t he chi mey at the northwest corner was added for a stove. The buil di ng was
raised5 4" in 1836to createa newground fl oor whichwas built with granite from
Rockport. This new spacewas used to house the police and cel | s. .

The second floor was assigned t ot heJohn Goodwi n Post 82 of t heGand Arny of t he Re-
public as a permanent nmeeting hall i n1898. This room with all its GR accoutrements %y
(flags, furniture. Civil War artifacts, etc.), has been faithfully preserved.

Wien t he Police Departnent noved t o new quarters i n 1966, t he Town appropriated $6, 000
for therestoration of thed d Town House. The work was supervised by thearchitect,
Charles Strickland, and conducted between 1966 and 1968. O t heground floor, thework
consisted of installing granite supports and renoval of thecells, which were replacedby
a branch library and t heoffice of theHarbor Master. A small vestibule on the first
floor was removed and t helarge meeting hall restored. A newceiling and staircase were
installed along with six wooden reproductions of theoriginal candel abras. The second
floor was re-painted. | naddition theentire structure was treated with an anti-termite
protection and fitted with heat detectors.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Marbl ehead Town House i ssignificant as thefirst government building i nthetown
and as t he scene of a nunber of inmportant events i nlocal history.

By theearly 18th century, Marblehead had grown from a backwater fishing village t o one
of thenost affluent andinfluential seaports i nthecolonies. This newwealth and t he
increasing secularization of government ledtothedecision of t he Town Meeting of 1728:
"...That Thare Shall Be a Town Hous Beultt i nSaid Town This Year . . . on Ye Land Wiare
the Gale and Cagge Now Stand..." Located at theintersection of thethree major "hyways":
Main Hyway (Washington Street), Wy t oFerry (Migford Street), andWarf Street (State
Street), it was thecenter of activity i nthetown andi nclose proximty t otheSalem
Ferry, theWarfs, andt heBoston Road.

As thefirst governnent building i ntheTown, it was here that "... thefreehol ders and
other inhabitants of this Town qualified tovote i nTown affairs as thelawdirects: are
hereby notified t oassenble andconvene..." Town matters, such as elections, appointnents

of Fish Cullers or Jury menbers, setting therate, or providing for widows of |ost seamnen,
were settled here. The Town House was |ater thegathering place t o protest the Stanp
At andtheBoston Port Bill, andwhere thecitizens signed theanti-tea and non-inpor-
tation agreements. The Conmittees of Grievances, Correspondence, and Safety were organized
here. The Sons of Liberty also net i nt he Town House. Delegates were selected here

for thelpswich Convention, andProvincial Congress. Later townspeople net i nthis
building t oapprove theArticles of Confederation, Massachusetts Constitution and |ater
the United States Constitution. Wen theDeclaration of Independence was read al oud at

t he Town House there was a spontaneous celebration, a free oxen dinner andrumpunch.
After theBattle of Yorktown, t hetownspeople net here t o prepare acircular letter on
the need t oprotect fishing rights i nthe Peace Treaty.

Local notables, such as Elbridge Gerry, CGeneral John H G over, Col. Wlliam Lee and
James Mugford spoke here. | naddition the Town House was host t osuch dignitaries

as Presidents Washi ngton, Adans, Jackson and Munroe, Sanuel Adans, John Hancock and t he
Marqui s de Lafayette.

As thecenter fortheaffairs of t he Town, O d Town House, at various times, served as a
school, public market. Constable's office andcourt. , o

Wen t he Town governnent was noved t o Abbot Hall i n1876, t heO d Town House continued
to be used forrecruitments, protests, celebrations, orations, plays andan election
poll. Presently it isused as theheadquartersfor theBicentennial celebrations,the

Arts Festival andas a polling place.
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WASHINGTON OFFICE:
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(617) 599-7105

August 16, 1976

Departnment of the Interior
National Park Service

Dr. WlliamMrtagh

Keeper of the National Register
11 L Street NW

Washington, OO C "

Dear Dr. Murtagh,

1 amwriting i nresponse to aconstituent request concerning the placenment of

the Od Town House i n Marbl ehead, Massachusetts, onthe National Register of
Historic Landmarks. Anenber of nystaff has been i ntouch with your office

in Washington and was informed that the matter was i nreview having been received
for consideration onJune 16t h.

/ sl . SR> 0

| urge you to hasten the final desicion onthi-s mat ter . - The 1727 Marbl ehead> Town

House dates back even earlier than Boston's Faneuil Hall. | tws here that the
Son's of Liberty nmet and here where our nen gathered for the Boston Tea Party
and Bunker Hill. The top floor houses acCivil Vér Miseum

The history associated with this extraordinarybuilding i sgreat and makes i t a
significant historical |andmark, especiallyinlight of our nation's Bicentennial
| feel i tnore than qualifies to beonthe National Register listing. Any effort
to accelerate such anove would begreatly appreciated.

Thank you for your cooperation onthis mtter.

Sincerely yours,

M chael J. Harrington f

MH pnt
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I*Town HOnSe mr

MARBLEHEAD— The
Old Town House has been
accepted forinclusion inthe
National Register of
Historical Places by the
Massachusetts  Historical
Commission, according to
Stale Secretary Paul Guzz,
who cliairs thecoinnjission.

Located in Town House
Square, it was the first
government building in the
town and the scene of many
important events in local
history.

The building was voted for
consturction a the Town
Meeting of 1728. Through the
years, the Town House wes
host to such dignitaries cs
Presidents George
Washington, John .'idams,
Andrew Jr.cl'.son f.nd James
Munroe and Samuel Adams,

egister
John Hancock and Marquis'
de Lafayette. It served
variously as aschool, public
market, constable's office!
and court. When the town '
government was moved to 1
Abbot Hall in 1876, the OId -
Town House continuedto be |
used for recruitments,
protests, celebrations, '
orations, plays and a an
clcciicn polling place. i
In laG6, the town ap-
propriaied C333D for its'"
restoration. The work was
subsequently supervised by .

architect Charles
Strickland, was Iran-
si'crrned into a br:;nch

library and office for the.
haibor.-naster. The entire
siruciure v as treated with
aniilurmile p.-otcction and
lilted will; heat detectors.





