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The King Hooper Mansion i slocated i nthedensely devel oped center of Marbl ehead. The
smal | lot, which slopes steeply anay from t hestreet, i salmost entirely covered by the
house, although there i sa small garden plot totherear. The Mansion i sonly afew

bl ocks from t he ocean and once an unobstructed view of t heships comng into Marbl ehead
Harbor could be had from t heupper stories.

The house was built i ntwodistinct periods, theolder portion dating from 1727-1728 and
the newer part from 1745. The ol der section, a gambrel roof, clapboard structure i s set
back fromthestreet by about 20 feet andi s built pa.rpendicular t othestreet withthe
original facade facing south. Because of theslope of theland t heeast gable elevation
of this sectionof thehouse rises five floors. The ground floor i sa full basenent,

the first floor contains a large kitchen; thesecond andmin floor, onthesane |evel

as thestreet, contains theoriginal entrance which was reached by wooden steps on t he
exterior; andthethird and fourth floors, each one roomi ndepth, contain bedroons.

e | arge center chimey serves all tenfireplaces i nthis sectionof thehouse.

The fenestration on the 1727-28 house has 6/9 sash with plain surrounds. Except for

the striking profile of t heold house as seen from thesouth theclapboard structurei s
quite plain. The interior was extensivelyrenodeled i n1745when a three-story, five bay
by two bay Georgian structure was added t othefront of t he 1728 house. This alteration
gave t hehouse it spresent L-shaped floor plan, and 20 room nmansi on status.

The facade of the 1745 addition, flush with thesidewalk, i scovered with wood imitation
of regul ar ashlar stone. This wood treatment rounds t hecorners t ot heclapboard side

el evations i nquoins. The shuttered windows on thefirst and second floor arerather
plain with 6/6 sash. The lintels'are flush with thefacade and are marked by short
vertical boards thesize of bricks, splayed at t heedges. The third floor w ndows are
smal ler than those onthefirst twofloors', andhave plain lintels. They arelocated
just under thefinely detailed cornice, marked by wide dentils with smaller scale dentils
on thefacia board. " ' on "

The center entrance of thefacade i sflanked by slender pilasters and surnounted by a
plain entablaturewith a wide architrave. The front door i sreached by a | owgranite
step, situated on abrick sidewal k. The house rests on a granite foundation.?

The interior of theMansion |ooks today much as i tdid after thealterations and addi -
tions of 1745. The center entrance hall of t he 1745 house i sflanked by parlours, each
containing a fireplace i ntherear (east) wall. The hall leads back tothemin floor
of theolder sectionof thehouse. The pine roomandtheborning roomboth contain
their original 1728 paneling; thedining roomor parlor contains nore el egant paneling
and Delft tiles dating fromthe 1745 renovation. An interesting feature of the 1745
house i st heballroom which occupies theentire third floor. The roomis covered by a
o]
bell ceiling, broken i nthecenter by a recessed octagonal done from which hangs t he
original chandelier.
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The Hooper Mansion and fam |y have been significant i n Marblehead town history for well
over two hundred years. nce t hehome of prosperous nerchants and ship owners, t he
Hooper Mansion now serves as a cultural center for thetown under t heownership of the
Mar bl ehead Arts Association.

The Hoopers first appeared i n Marblehead records i n1674, and i n 1695 a Robert Houper
(sic) i slisted as a generous donor totheenlarged Meeting House. | n 1727 CGreenfield
Hooper purchased land t obuild theoriginal four-story section of thehouse. Although
somewhat sinmple on theexterior, its size andinterior detail attest tohis success as a
tallow chandler.

In 1745 Greenfield Hooper's son, who becane a successful shipper and merchant in his

own right, built thethree-story Georgian addition tohis father's house. The new mansion
becane one of t hecenters of social events i n Massachusetts, as well as i n Marbl ehead.
Hooper actively increased trade with his numerous ships which carried thetow's cured
fish t oEurope, Africa, Russia and t heCaribbean, returning with exotic cargoes which
brought "affluence and influence" t oboth Hooper and Marbl ehead.

Hooper's prosperity was shared with his feAlowcitizens. H paid for thetown teacher

one year, and another year donated a silver flagon tothechurch. 1 n1751hepresented
a London-nade fire engine tothetown and then organized a volunteer fire department
under t henane "Board of Firewardens." It was his generosity and concern that earned

him t he nane "King Hooper."

Wen t heBritish began placing restrictions on colonial trade, Robert Hooper joinedthe

protests and served on a commttee t o "petition Hi sMajesty todisallow theAct." Al -

t hough opposed tothetrade restraints inposed by Britain, Hooper was not i nfavor of

separation. Consequently, when thepolitical situation noved towards independence, he

was forced t onortgage his holdings and flee totheMaritimes for theduration of the

Revol ution. Wen he returned, hi s wharves and valuables dhad been confiscated t o pay

for Marbl ehead's war debts, but hi s mansion was untouched. Although "King Hooper"

never recovered hi s earlier wealth, his progeny continued i nt heshipping businessand
e prospered. Robert Chanmblett Hooper, a nineteenth centurydescendant, owled Constitution

Wharf and part of Union Wharf i n Boston.

The Hooper Mansion remained a residenceuntil 1938 when t he Marbl ehead Arts Association
purchased t hebuilding and began t orestore it. Since then it has served as an arts
center for both thetown and t heNorth Shore. Frequent art exhibits and other public
events as well as art classes for both children and adults areheld i nt heKing Hooper
Mansion. The house i salso open daily tovisitors andtownspeople.
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8 - Statement of Significance

The Hooper Mansion Stands out as a significant architectural landmark i natown
di stinguished for itsarchitectural quality. The facade of the Hooper Mansion
with itsflush boards, quoins, and dentiled com ce, acts as a visual anchor
for the streetscape. The Mansion also exhibits the change i narchitectural
styles i nNew Engl and between t he period when thefirst portion of the house
was biiilt i n1727 and t he contraction of the newportion of the house i n

1745+ The ol der section of the house i s a good exanple of vernacular Col onial
architecture; the new section i san excellent provincial exanple of Georgian
el egance.



























PAUL GUZZI

May 5, 1976

Mr. Ed anith

Nati onal Register of Historic Places

Office of Archeol ogy and Historic Preservation
Nat i onal Park Service

Department of thelnterior

Washington, DC 20240

Dear M. Smith:

Enclosed i s a brief paragraph describing the architectural significance of the
Ki ng Hooper Mansion i1 n Marbl ehead. Please delete the check next to"Art"i n

t he areas of significance. Uoon further reflectionwe realize thatthe
Mansion i s not yet significant i nart. | f the Art Association remains i n the
building forawhile longer, then perhaps Art will becone significant i nthe
history of the Mansions.

I you have any questions pl ease do not hesitate tocall ne.

Sincerely yours.

Christine Boul ding
Preservation Pl anner
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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PAUL suzzi

17 May 1976

M. Charles Herrington

Chief, Registration

Office of Archeology and Historic
Preservation

National Park Service

S Departnent of the Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:

VW wish t ohave the official nane of a recently accepted property recorded
as the "King Hooper Mansion" (Marblehead, Essex County). The property i s
known by this nanme both historically and commonly, but the nane sent t o us
in the notification of acceptance was the "Hooper House." VW& understand
the volume of nom nations being reviewed by your office atthis time and
how such a mi stake coul d have been nade.

VW woul d al so appreciate your helpingus with an oversi ght made by our
office. Inpreparingrecent nomnations for transmttal t oyour office,
we neglected t o photocopy twopages of twonom nations. V& would very
nmuch appreciate your sending t ous a copy of the significance page (item
#8) of the Hiram Sands House, Canbridge, M ddl esex County andthe final
page with the SHOsignature for the Sal em Gonmon Historic District, Salem
Essex County.

Thank you.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conmi ssion

PLWJDD. j d



THE NATIONAL RLGISHK Of HISTORIC PLACES*
E REc-D_i|AYiln 979
1)
iFnrT.

DATE ACri:N IAXIfJ

INITIALS

:0:.)'J:



»-

HESHIGER
MARBLIHEAD, IWSS
W.5300

MAY'26 19/6

larisidn

N_N

_V___

1- King Hooper Mansiaff* thet“mbeail ‘returmn™?

in MablphpflH Jwn  leant chujchtpi7A31h¢ioesenduttal atee AssodiziJom purchased UN?

f* SIkMzooTAANN KowranJ.yf'"* [j~NiN-g- ndbef‘lanlorestor"

fhehomeofProsS m". frVvTofrta®TAIAAr" Ay - AT NEAN
chants;and tMpJ Tiers. tte name * SAT of PAN' T .f’\v’\ ANV

Adinrlrhanfzanton the North Shore
1 NAN'N'AN

Hooper Mansion ijowVerve 317,

as acultural center for tte Sd~concerrJfirn~AjS:

toa-n under Qie ownership of ftename '*nlH” A~ f~-  other pubhc eventsas well as
thAMRritANAn art cla&seabr both chDdren-

the Marblehead Arts

Asociation. -ff.AS - L.fjAH- A nemanama ndd in the King®

"The Hoopersirst appeered | tr/ade/\l%tl)\\f\VAH n. .- .PA,\ l)\/l/g’\g\on Thehouse 1
(I}/I Frqu!gg‘?ad &)er%' qﬁ%gﬁprss Wrn l:-"rotests and served ‘]townspeople -e VIS|t0I’$\ 0d 5

(thenspeuL NJuS " a Ms\Aranan "e"mf"orof the maSion
& a gengrous dW)r to the H?e «>Mvy/?2 " " did &f-
endarged Meeting House. Inf adeV A rtrannnnnn n *"f"teratlons and ad-
1727 Greenfield Hooper pur- S n iwS w»rnrfAn ditions of 1745 The houseis!

afew blocksform

chased land to bhild the fevw of sAr.Tf. "o
on%naj four-story section of Stuentlv' fh vF""! ~eaand once had an unob-*
the house. Although somewhat SPonnMSv\y™ structed view of the ships
simple ontheextSrior, itssize Sj f X ¢ ewV‘"f"H"f o NUEA - ™to Marblehead h

and interior detail att"t to his MmN Tspfh\.  hiIMgavw bor There is an outstandlngv\ g/\

success asataUow chancDer to thl™ Mfr5?Svfn»
0N, who became a successful \\-hen he retuiried Ws "bar f'

creased trade with " hig ~*~ "ANAX~

numerous shipswhich carri
the towTi"s -cured fish to
Europe, Africa, Russa and!



*ehome of pro™r/™ A7 -

chants and ship owners ft- .

Hooper Mansion n*~e'ri S

1674 and in 166 a RobeS
Hooper (thenspeUednSS
*|Slisted as a eenardc™J*»
to the enlaffid-TJ?-°°""

House In cSilf
Hooper p-.irchased"S'!o'

A n du!"
Pid for the 1otw, t
Near”N-SAN A AANMNVANIon Whaf S

TWANNN

"MAardens” It was h2
ff-'~iy ™' concern
earned himthejiamp eeirir

Hooper.".
Sritish betan

g\'/\C/VVVV\/\

AN-t Hooper ,omed the

oM+

~m, Hooper was notin favoil
of separallon. Consequent
when the politic | u S
moved towards indeprj

owned'c'"7-. '"AMAnfantT
Constitution Wharf

Asociation  purchase

It. Sncethenit has served as
an arts center for bSi th.
ileyvm and.the North ao?e'
M Juenl art exhibits and
2f " pNTANATIA g wel NS
ANTTS P SsJISsSIEANT
King HA»™? M S ~ "

Jwuseisopenda.lvf..A"-/."N

ft






