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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stimson House 1s a three-story structure with basement built of"
sandstone with a four-story octagonal tower dominating its northeast corner.
The residence was designed by noted Los Angeles architect Carroll H. Brown

and was built by E.D. Elliott in 1891.

The exterior features of the house include rough cut Arizona sandstone,
a porte cochere, a porch supported by carved stone columns, stepped gables
with decorative stonework, a number of different balconies, and arched
window openings with sash windows. The irregularly-shaped shingled roof
consists of a combination of pitched, hipped, and mansard designs, and has
roof dormers, several prominent chimneys with decorative stonework, and the
octagonal tower with castellated parapet. The design, however eclectic, is
a pleasing and unique blend of Richardson Romanesque and Victorian Gothic.

The interior of the residence is finished in a variety of different
woods including ash, birch, sycamore, mahagony, walnut and oak. Each of
the rooms on the main floor is finished in a different wood and several of
the doors are panelled on either side with wood to match the room. The
interior is just as impressive as the exterior, for it is a remarkable
example of craftsmanship and art.

Alterations to the exterior of the house have been minor, consisting
primarily in the removal of a decorative parapet from the roofline. The
interior has been remodeled to better suit its religious usage, but its
most important features are still clearly evident.

In the rear of the property is a carriage house consisting of a two-
story structure built of brick and stone. Its exterior features include
segmental window and door openings with radiating stonework, flat window
openings with stone lintels and sills, decorative stone quoins, and a
shingled hipped roof with center gable. Alterations to this structure
consist of the removal of both a second-story balcony and a wooden spire.

The Stimson House is set in a fenced-in lot of approximately one
acre. The immediate area is comprised of both commercial and residential
structure§ and although it is densely populated, the large lot tends to
isolate the house and to suggest the original "estate! property features
of this Los Angeles subdivision in its more elegant era.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Thomas Douglas Stimson, a wealthy industrialist, lumberman, and
financier, settled in Los Angeles in 1890 and built his home the following
year. The original cost of the structure was $130,000 which made it by
far the most expensive residence constructed in Los Angeles to that time.

Stimson was the epitomy of the self-made man of the nineteenth century.
Leaving his New York home at the age of fourteen, he later founded a
general merchandise store in a small Michigan town and developed this into
an extensive lumber empire. After many years as a leading Chicago business-
man, Stimson moved to Southern California to retire in a more healthy
environment. He immediately established himself as one of the leading
citizens of Los Angeles, being responsible for the erection of several
business blocks, becoming vice president of the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce, and was a philanthropist involved in many social welfare and
educational charities. He died in 1898,

The residence that Stimson built on Figueroa Street is recognized by
Southern California architectural historians as a significant structure
representative of a style of architecture that developed in the United
States during the thirty year period following the end of the Civil War.
The Stimson House is an excellent example of Richardsnn Romanesque, with
block stone and arched structural openings, and has strong Victorian Gothic
details which include its turret tower, stepped gables, and interesting
ornamental details. It is the best remaining work of the Los Angeles
architect Carroll H, Brown, who was only twenty-seven when the structure
was built.

Today the Stimson House is architecturally unique in Los Angeles.
Nearly every commercial and residential structure representative of the
"Brown Decades" style of architecture in Southern California has been
destroyed or grossly altered. The Stimson House was and still is the best
example of this period of American architecture in Los Angeles. Its
architectural singularity and association with an important Los Angeles
family serve to make it one of the most significant structures in the
Los Angeles area.
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The Stimson House property begins at a point 406.26 feet north from the
northwest corner of Adams Street and Figueroa Street, and extends 145.95
feet northward, 369.41 feet westward, 145.95 feet southward, and 369.41

feet eastward to the original point.
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Sketch Map

Stimson House
221 South Figueroa Street
Los Angeles, CA
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