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1. Name

hisgoric Central Gloucester Historic District

andlor common  Same
2. Location

For HCRS use only
received

date entered

dreet & number  Multiple, See Continuation Sheet NIA" not for publication
city, town Gloucester N/A vicinity of congressional district ~ 6th
state Massachusetts code 020 county Essex ode 9P
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
K district public X occupied agriculture JL- museum
building(s) private unoccupied X commercial park
structure both work in progress y educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment A religious
object in process yes: restricted y. government scientific
N/A being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner of Property
name See Continuation Sheet
street & number
city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ESSEX Gounty Registry of Deeds

32 Federal Street

street & number

city, towmn Salem

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

(1) National Register of Historic Places
ttle(23 Inventory ol the Historic Assets
of the Conurionwedth
date (1) 1973, 1974, 1976; [Z] 1979 and 1980
(1) U.S Dept. of Interior,
depogtory for survey records (2) Massachusetts Historical

NPS
Commission
city, town

(1) Washington (2) Boston

hes this property bean determined degible?

-jcfederal _icstate

gae M assachusetts

yes JL_no

county locd

dae (1) DC (2) MA



/. Description Central Q@ oucester Historic District

Condition Checi( one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins N altered noved date N/A
fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Central O oucester Historic District enconpasses the institutional,commercial and
early residential core of the City of Goucester. The district includes nearly 200
densely sited buildings on 36 acres. The chief buildingtypes are: free-standing wood-
frame houses from the eighteenth century to the early twentieth;"the institutional
structures of government, ci\"c and religious organizations; and ccsnmercial buil dings

of the nineteenth and early-twentiethcenturies. The district boundaries include notable
indi\"idual exanples of these buildingtypes, as well as strong concentrations distinguished
from surrounding areas by the integrity of both buildings and streets.

G oucester's wurban center is located on the southern side of the Cape A peninsul a,
whi ch extends east from the mainland, separating |pswich Bay from Massachusetts Bay
on the south. The nost densely settled area of the city faces south into G oucester
Har bor, and is bounded by hills on either side.

The core of the Central G oucester Historic District is formed by Main and M ddle Streets,
which run parallel to the harbor shoreline on successively rising ridges overlooking

the water and wharves. Connected and associated streets included in the district to

the west are Pine Street, Gould Court and part of Washington Street; and to the northeast,
the Civic Center, Dale Avenue, Pleasant and Prospect Streets.

Wthin the district are distinguishable sections which have considerable overlap of
function and character at the edges. The visual and historic character of the district

can be nmost clearly understood as three rel ated areas each dom nated by particular building
types, spaces and functions.

M CCOLE STREET Al » VIEEST

The greatest concentration of eighteenth and early-nineteenth century buildings is on
Mddle Street, and to the north of the Universalist Church (50 M ddle) on Pine Street.
Nearly half of the structures on Mddle Street between Pl easant and Washington Streets
date from before 1840 (17 out of 35). The visual inpact of this concentrationis
especially strong inthe center of the street (Photograph 1). The clapboarded houses
with ganbrel and hipped roofs, sited close to the street and set off by granite curb-
stones, steps and wal ks, provide a rare glinpse of the prosperous and traditional
character of Colonial and Federal @ oucester.

M ddle Street also contains Goucester's finest exanples of residential architecture.
Anong them are:

Har dy- Par sons House, 90-92 M ddle Street, ca. 1760 (Mp #125 Photograph 2)

This 2 Y2 story gable-roofed house is a CGeorgian eiilarenealt of an aaTlier dvrelling
(al so ganmbrel roofed) . The elaborate scroll pediment over the dooi-way i s echoed on the
interior by unususally fine full fire-place-wall panelling. The house i s owned by

the Cape Anne Historical Association.
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NOTE Properties listed ontheNational Register of Historic Places as of Decenber
1980 aremarked with andasterisk (*)

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 1
ADDRESS OMNER ADDRESS PARCH. #
1-3 Angle Street Tally's Truck Center, Inc. 2-29

1-3 Angle Street
G oucester M\

5 Angle Street Neil S &Mary A Mathews 2-35
5 Angle Street
Gl oucester MA

6 Angle Street Paul i ne & Seraphi no Randazza 2- 36
5 Angle Street
Gl oucester M\

7-9 Angle Street Concetta Ciaramtaro 2-34
7-9 Angle Street
Gl oucester M\

8 Angle Street Visiting Nurse Association 2-37
of North Shore
8 Angle Street
Gl oucester M\

11 Angle Street Ceorge W Bel ezos 2-34
16 Traverse Street
G oucester M\

5 Center Street Percy & Madelyn Story 7-63
VWi te Vey
Rockport MA

6-8 Center Street Grace Mazzeo 7-64

6-8 Center Street
G oucester M\

7 Center Street C F. Tonpki ns Conpany 7- 62
67 M ddl e Street

G oucester N\
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CONTI NUATI ON SHEET | TEM NUMBER 4 PACE 2
ADDRESS Q/MER ADDRESS PARCEL #
Js 9 Dal e Avenue City of Gloucester 14- 28

9 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

10-16 Dal e Avenue Gl oucester Devel opment Team & Assoc, 14-29
159 Main Street
Gl oucester MA

11-17 Dal e Avenue US Post Office 14- 27
11-17 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

19 Dal e Avenue Francis B. & Hel en Powers 14- 26
19 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

21-23 Dal e Avenue John J. & Jayne Francis Egan 14- 25
21-23 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

24 Dal e Avenue Santina LoG ande 14- 32
24 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

26 Dal e Avenue Walter J. Powers, Jr . 14- 33
Edgenoor Road
Gl oucester M\

28 Dal e Avenue Robert Laranmee & Marc N Sandl er 14- 34
Trustees of Dale Avenue
Realty Trust
28 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M

13-27 Duncan Street Esler'slnc. 8- 30

13-27 Duncan Street
Gl oucester, M.

* Listed on National Register of Historic Places
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i RECH VED

DATE BENTH=HD
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM
CONTI NUATI ON SHEET | TEMNUMBER 4 PACE 3
ADDRESS OMER ADDRESS PARCEL #
6-8 Federal Street Gertrude, Charles A and 14-1
Mary F. Thomas 14-2
90 Langsford Street
Gl oucester NMA
10 Federal Street Rhodes 14-3
Saville Road
Gl oucester NA
5 Franklin Square Vito P. Giacalone 14-21
10 Lookout Street
Gl oucester NMA
9-11 Franklin Square Henry A & Eleanor R Hilton 14-24
(Al'so 71 Prospect) 67 Prospect Street
Gl oucester NMA
3 and 5 Gould Court Kat herine Guluzian 15-99
5 Gould Court
Gl oucester NMA
6 and 8 Gould Court Joseph J. Frontiero 15- 88
8 Gould Court
Gl oucester NMA
9 Gould Court Loui s Saunders 15-98
11 Gould Court
Gl oucester NMA
10 and 12 Gould Court Jennie Auditore 15- 89
10-12 Gould Court
Gl oucester NMA
11 Gould Court Joseph & Joyce Lucido 15-97

11 Gould Court
Gl oucester NMA



FHR- 8- 300A
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INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

ADDRESS

1252 and 14 Goul d Court

13 Rear and

15 Gould Court

16 Goul d Court

20 Gould Court

22 Gould Court

6 Hancock Street

2-10 Main Street

(1-5 Washington Street)

12 Main Street

14-18 Main Street

ITEM NUMBER PAGE

OWNER ADDRESS

Edward & Florence Doucette
1 Knight Court
Manchester M

Manuel & Mari a Val adao
11 Goul d Court
Gl oucester M

Joseph Ciaramitaro and
Charles Brisket

111 Lafayette Street

Salem M

Lorenzo & Marilyn Susanno
P.Q Box 846
Gl oucester M

Stephen J. & Charlene D Mitchell

11 Dodge Street
Gl oucester M

Alice M Day
6 Hancock Street
Gl oucester M

|.W Col burn
Sumrer Street
Manchester M

Joseph & Philomena Bommarito
12 Main Street
Gl oucester M

Maj eed Sallah
Hilltop Road-
Gl oucester, M.

* Listed on National Register of Historic Places

Fo* HSRS USE
REH VD

DATE BNTHRD)

'ONLY

PARCEL #

15-90

15-96

15-92

15-92

15-93

8-59

7-91

7-92

7-93
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DATE ENTERED,

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 5
ADDRESS OWNER ADDRESS PARCEL #
20-26 Main Street L. Lee Harrington 7-94
(20-30) Old Salem Path

Magnolia MA

25-29 Main Street Mary Virgilis 7-41
39 Hodgkins Street
Gl oucester M

31 Main Street Salvatore & Rosemarie Palazzolo 7-40
Prospect Street
Gl oucester M\

32-34 Main Street M chael & Catherine M Lentini 7-39
16 Sunmer Street
Gl oucester M

33-35 Main Street Everett P Pascucci 7- 96
33-35 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

36-38 Main Street Cat herine Lovasco 7-98
(2-4 Short Street) 20 Granite Street
Gl oucester M

37-43 Main Street Mi chael & Catherine M Lentini 7-38
15 Summer Street
Gl oucester M\

40-42 Main Street Alfred & Grace Carbonaro 7-74
(1-5 Short Street) Bel l evue Avenue
Gl oucester M\

44-46 Main Street West End Taxi 7-75

46 Main Street
Gl oucester, M.

45 Main Street Janes Mont agni no 7-37
Wy Road
Gl oucester, Ma.
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RECEIVED

INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET

ADDRESS

48 and 50 Main Street

51-53 Main Street

52-64 Main Street

'* B5-63 Main Street

*  65-67 Main Street

* 69 Main Street

76 and 82 Main Street

53 Main Street

84-90 Main Street

* Listed on National

ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 6

OWNER ADDRESS

Robert K Whitmarsh
48 Main Street
G oucester M\

Bel | a Sandl er
P QO Box 86
Magnolia M\

Wlliam E &Pusis A Blanchard, |1
726 Washington Street
Gl oucester NMA

West End Associ at es
Brier Road
G oucester M\

West End Associ at es
Brier Road
G oucester MM\

West End Associ at es
Brier Road
G oucester M\

Wlliam H Trayes
Crafts Road, Rust |sland
Gl oucester NMA

Fair \WWeather Corporation
PQ Box 77
Magnol i a NMA

James L. Legendre
9 Becker Lane
G oucester MM\

Regi ster of Historic Places

KR HFS U= OLY

PARCH. #

7-76

7- 36

7-77

7-34

7-33

7-32

7-78

7-31

7-79
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CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 7
ADDRESS OWNER ADDRESS PARCEL #
92-94 Main Street Richard K Noyes 7-80

92 Main Street
Gl oucester M

95-101 Main Street Philip Budrose 7-50
Li nks Road
Gl oucester, M.

96-98 Main Street Pal azola's I nc. 7-81
96 Main Street
Gl oucester M

100-106 Main Street Sanuel J. & Frances A Miceli 7-82

(2-4 Center Street) Atlantic Road
Gl oucester M

103-105 Main Street Philip W & Libelle Wne 7-49
5706 Bayberry Lane
Tamarac FL 33319

107 Main Street Margaret | . Dewing 7-48
14 Cakes Avenue
Gl oucester M

108-110 Main Street Sylvia Cohen 7-51
75 Brightside Avenue
Gl oucester M\

109-113 Main Street Cape Ann Savings Bank 7- 47
109 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

112-118 Main Street Domenic R & Carmella DiPaola 7-52
112 Main Street
Gl oucester M
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CONTINUATION SHEET

ADDRESS

115-121 Main Street
123-129 Main Street

120-122 Main Street

124-126 Main Street

128-134 Main Street
(9-11 Hancock Street)

136 Main Street
(10-14 Hancock Street)

138-140 Main Street
142- 144 Main Street

146-148 Main Street

150-156 Main Street
(79-81 Middle Street)
(8 Hancock Street)

155-159 Main Street
(1-3 Parsons Street)

DATE LNILRLD

ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 8

OMER ADDRESS

Richard L. Andrews
P.Q Box 1267
Gl oucester M\

John A Lauria & Joseph Porcella
122 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

Arthur N & Jeanne C Dani kas
121 Essex Avenue
Gl oucester M\

Arthur Bruno

c/o Sandpiper Properties
145 Essex Avenue

Gl oucester, M.

Dani el Strauss
34 Carlton Road
Mar bl ehead MA

Sophia N Voutiritsa
140 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

John D & Dorothy B MLean
146-148 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

Cape Ann Bank & Trust Comnpany
154 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

M chael H Pratt and
Cynthia A Loiacano
1 Myrtle Square

Gl oucester M\

M"e3NRS'usi" (™M

PARCEL #

7-53

7-54

7-55

8- 60

3-63

8-64

8-40
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INVENTORY NOMINATION FORM PATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 9
ADDRESS OWNER ADDRESS PARCEL #
158-164 Main Street Gl oucester Cooperative 8- 65
85 M ddle Street 8- 66

Gl oucester M\

161-163 Main Street North Shore Furniture Conpany 8-35
161 Main Street
Gl oucester M

Map 8, Lot 67 Diane C Curtis 8-67
12 Gerring Road
Gl oucester M\

167-175 Main Street Benjam n Axelrod and 8- 34
Sadi e Rubin 8- 37
167 Main Street
Gl oucester M

177-183 Main Street Lester & Harold Dana and 8-32
David L. Stone
3 Center Plaza
Boston M

178 Main Street Wet herell Building Trust 8- 68
c/o Harold S Perley
Al len Lane
[ pswich M

180-182 Main Street L. Lee Harrington 8- 69

O d Salem Path
Magnolia, M.

184-192 Main Street Janes V. Montagni no, Trustee 8-70
Gl oucester Business Equities, |np.
Wy Road
Gl oucester M

185-187 Main Street
(1-11 Duncan Street)

Gl oucester Industries,' Inc. 8-31

(address unknown)
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189-193 Main Street George P. &Joanne R Laventis 3-27
261 Main Street
Gl oucester MA
12 Middle Street Charles M Bruslet, Tr 2-46

Joseph Ciaramitaro Realty
111 Lafayette Street
Sal em MA

13 Middle Street Domeni co Spinola 2-40
13 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

15 Middle Street Accursio Margiotto 2-39
15 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

16 Mi ddle Street Catherine M Mitchell 6 4
16 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

17 Middle Street Rose & Joseph Palazola 2- 38
17 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

18-22 Middle Street William S Wbber 2-5
18-22 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

19-21 Middle Street Thomas F. Mol | oy 2-32
(Finbar Realty Trust)
249 East Main Street
Gl oucester MA

24 Middle Street Caspar J. Palazola 6-7
26 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA
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27 Middle Street Frank Sclafani 7-87
(17 Washington Street) 54 Brewster Avenue
Carmel, New York
28-32 M ddle Street Cerone T. Frontiero 6-8
28-30 M ddle Street
Gl oucester M\
31 Middle Street Jerome J. Palazola 7-86
31 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
33 Middle Street Rita M Doyle 7-85
33 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
34-36 Middle Street Lena Novello 6-9
38 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
35-39 Middle Street Scott N Davis 7-84
35 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
38 Middle Street Joseph Novello 6-10
38 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
40-42 M ddle Street Josephine Ral |l o 15-104
(address unknown)
41-43 Middle Street WE Jordan & Son, | nc 7-71

(15-19 Short Street) 102 Concord Street
Gl oucester M\
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54-56 M ddl e Street
G oucester M\

QONTl NUATI ON SHEET | TEMNLMBER 4 PACE 12
ADRESS OMNMER ALCRESS PARCEL #

44 M ddle Street Col ogera Aiello 15-105
44 M ddl e Street 15- 95
Gl oucester NA

45 M ddle Street Arley & Barret Pett 7-70
12 Beach Road
Gl oucester, M.

46 M ddl e Street Peter B. Nichols 15-106
46 M ddl e Street
Gl oucester N\

48 M ddle Street and Saint John's Episcopal Church 15-107

48 RMddle Street Wardens S Rector 94
PO Box 759 95-2
Gl oucester M\

49 M ddle Street HFE Sanford 7-69
(address unknown)

50 M ddle Street I ndependent Christian Church 15- 69
c/o Henry Jones
2 Church Street
Gl oucester M\

51-55 M ddle Street Stephen J. Schultz 7-e
51-55 M ddle Street
Gl oucester M\

52 M ddle Street Rosal i e G anbanco 15-13

(1 Church Street) 52 M ddl e Street
Gl oucester M\

54-56 M ddl e Street pen Church Association 15-14
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CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 13
ADDRESS QMER ADDRESS PARCEL #
57 Middle Street Robert Smth 7-67
(10 Center Street) P.Q Box 1247
Gl oucester M\
59-61 M ddle Street Harold N Pike 7-66
PQ Box 289
Gl oucester M\
60-62 M ddle Street Open Church Association 15-15
54-56 M ddle Street
Gl oucester M\
63 M ddle Street David E Harrison 7-65
Li nks Road
Gl oucester M\
64-66 Middl e Street Trinity Congregational Church 15- 16
PQ Box 379
Gl oucester M\
65 Middle Street W ngaersheek Building Association 7-61
(9-11 Center Street) 65 M ddle Street
Gl oucester M\
67 Middle Street Tonpkins Furniture Conpany 7- 60
67 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
68-70 Mi ddle Street Trinity Congregational Church 15-17
76 .Mddle Street PQ Box 379
Gl oucester M\
71 Middle Street Y.MC A 7- 58

71 Middle Street
Gl oucester M\
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CONTI NUATION SHEET

ADDRESS

75-77 Middle Street

78-80 Mi ddle Street

79-81 Middle Street

82-84 Middle Street

83 Middle Street

85 M ddle Street

86-88 M ddle Street
(Also 2 Dal e Avenue)

87 M ddle Street

90-92 M ddle Street

ITEM NUMBER PAGE 14

OMER ACDRESS

Cape Ann Bank & Trust GConpany
154 Main Street
Gl oucester M\

Benjam n Shattuck
3606 Casey Key Road
Nakom s, Florida 33555

Cape Ann Bank & Trust Conpany
154 Main Street
Gl oucester MA

Congregation Ahavath Achim
82-84 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

Gl oucester Cooperative Bank
85 M ddle Street
Gl oucester MA

Gl oucester Cooperative Bank
85 Middle Street
Gl oucester MA

Sawyer Free Library
City of Gloucester
2 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

Carm ne Gorga
87 M ddle Street
Gl oucester MA

Cape Ann Historical Association
27 Pleasant Street
Gl oucester M\

PARCEL #

8-58

14-67

8-64

14-68

8- 57

8- 56

14-69

8-55

8-80
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CONTINUATION SHEET

OWNER

94 Mi ddle Street

96 Mi ddle Street

12 Pine Street

14 Pine Street

16 Pine Street

18-20 Pine Street

22-24 Pine Street

26-28 Pine Street

30 Pine Street

DATE ENTERED,

ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE

OMER ADDRESS

Babson, Elwell & Davis
94 Mi ddle Street
Gl oucester NA

David B. Gardner
96 M ddle Street
Gl oucester M\

Charles H Brackett
12 Pine Street
Gl oucester M\

Francis E & LindaJd. Tarr
(address unknown)

John W McCoubr ey
14 Centenni al Avenue
Gl oucester, M.

Pine Street Realty Trust
(address unknown)

Salvatore C Scola
24 Pine Street
Gl oucester M\

Maynard A Davis, | |
26-28 Pine Street
Gl oucester M\

WE Jordan & Son, | nc.
102 Concord Street
Gl oucester M

SFOR HCRS USE ONLY

PARCEL #

3-79

8-79-2

15-60

15-61

15-62

15-64

15-65

15- 66

15- 67
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CONTI NUATI ON SHEET

ACDRESS

32 Pine Street

3-12 Pl easant Street

3R Pleasant Street

11 Pleasant Street

14 Pl easant Street

14 Rear Pleasant Street

16-18 Pl easant Street

17-19 Pl easant Street

18 Pleasant Street

(89 Mi ddle Street)

20-22 Pl easant Street

| TEMNUMBER 4

OMER ADDRESS

WE Jordan & Son, | nc.
102 Concord Street
Gl oucester M\

Gordon & Gerald Weiner
Hesperus Avenue

Gl oucester M\

Janes V. Montagnino, Jr

G 1 Business Equities, I nc
P.Q Box 206

Gl oucester M\

Barbara Schlichte
63 Wtham Street
Gl oucester MA

Gl oucester Cooperative Bank
85 M ddle Street
Gl oucester M

First Church of Christ Scientist
16 Pleasant Street
Gl oucester NMA

Mary Gigllo >
(address unknown)

Sally G Geller
35 Haskel |l Street
Gl oucester NMA

City of Gloucester
9 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester M\

iDATE .| THGED*

PAGE 16

PARCEL #

15-48

8-72

8 52

-52-2

8-53

3-73

8-54

8-78
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ADDRESS

21-27 Pleasant Street

24-30 Pl easant
(10-14 Warner

Street
Street)

29-31 Pleasant Street

33 Pleasant Street
34 Pleasant Street
36-38 Pleasant Street
37-39 Pleasant

Street

40-42 Pleasant Street

41 Pleasant Street

ITEM NUMBER 4

OMER ADDRESS

Cape Ann Historical
27 Pleasant Street
Gl oucester M\

Cape Ann Lodge#1471

Loyal Order of Moose
P.Q Box 1202
Gl oucester M\

Gertrude E Lodge
29 Pl easant Street
Gl oucester r-l1A

Peter J. Cahill
33 Pleasant Street
Gl oucester M\

Arthur
P.Q Box 23
Gl oucester MA

Spi nney Funeral
38 Pleasant Street
Gl oucester M\

Henry J. Bornhofft | | |

37 Wal nut Street
Gl oucester, Ma.

Lodge Order of Elks
P.Q Box 86
Gl oucester M\

El eanor M Burrell
37-39 Pl easant
Gl oucester MA

S Murch, Jr.

Hone,

Street

FR HFS LEEALY
RH VD

DATE BENTERD

PAGE 17

PARCEL #

Association

Il nc.

3-76

14-15

14- 14

14-13

14-16

14-17

14-12

14-18

14-11
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47 Pl easant Street
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OMER ACDRESS

Col unbus Association of
Cape Ann, I nc.

44- 46 Pl easant Street

Gl oucester M\

Warren M Pol and
47 Pl easant Street
G oucester M\

N Abbott Hooper
48 Pl easant Street
G oucester M\

G acono Ferrara
50 Pl easant Street
G oucester M\

Leo Ciaram taro
52 Pl easant Street
G oucester M\

Saint Ann's Catholic Church
Pl easant Street
G oucester M\
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70 Prospect Street

79 Prospect Street

80 Prospect Street
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53 Prospect Street
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Prospect Street

NOMINATION FORM

RECEIVED
DATE ENTERED
ITEM NUMBER 4 PAGE 19

OMER ACDRESS

Saint Ann's Catholic Church
Pl easant Street
Gl oucester M\

Charles A Clement
PQ Box 2113
West Hartford, CI

Wesl ey Met hodi st Church
80 Prospect Street
Gl oucester M\

Carlton W Wbnson
81 Prospect Street
Gl oucester M\

Thomas F. Mol | oy
Finbar Realty Trust
249 East Main Street
Gl oucester M\

Cheryle Piscitello
84 Prospect Street
Gl oucester M

El eanor Dexter
82 \Wheel er Street
Gl oucester NMA

Estate of Austin W Connors
86 Prospect Street
Gl oucester M\

Greater Cape Ann Human Services, |nc.

298 Washington Street
Gl oucester M\
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26-95

14-9

26- 46

14-8

13-39

26-47

13-40

26-49

26- 50
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90 Prospect Street Richard H Poole 26-51

That cher Road
Gl oucester M\

92 Prospect Street Gillian G Cappello 26-52
92 Prospect Street
Gl oucester M\

5-7 Short Street Joseph Bommarito 7-73
5-7 Short Street
Gl oucester M\

6-10 Short Street Carlo Barbara 7-83
406 Washington Street
Gl oucester M\

11-13 Short Street Lucy E Tebou 7-72
Rear 11 Short Street 11 Short Street 7-76-2
Gl oucester M\

4 Washington Street Joseph Parisi 2-30
4 Washington Street
Gl oucester MA

8 Washington Street City of Gloucester 2-31
9 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester MA

9-13 Washington Street Phillip D Budrose 7-89

7 Rear Washington Street Trustee, Atlantic Realty Trust 7- 90

9-13 Washington Street
Gl oucester M

10 Washington Street Josephine Scola 6-11
10 Washington Street
Gl oucester MA



FHR 8- 300A
Cl1/78)
LN TED STATES CEPARIMENT OF THE | NTER (R S ~
HER TAGE GONSERVATI ON AND RECREATI ON SERV (B FR L= Ol
RECH \ED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES xe mmmD
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 21
ADDRESS OWNER ADDRESS PARCEL #
12 Washington Street Ni cholas P. Curcuru 6- 12

12 Washington Street
Gl oucester M\

15 Washington Street Sylvester D Deering, Jr.
77 Western Avenue
Gl oucester M\

16 Washington Street M Antonietta Orlando 6- 13

16 Washi ngton Street
Gl oucester, Ma.

27 Washington Street Caspar Trupiano 15-103
29-31 Washington Street
Gl oucester M\

33 Washington Street Rector, Wardens & Vestry 15-102
St. John's Episcopal Church
P.Q Box 759
Gl oucester MA

37-47 Washington Street City of Gloucester 15-100
9 Dal e Avenue
Gl oucester MA

1-7 Western Avenue Joseph M Orlando 2-28
(2-4 Angle Street) 2 Main Street
Gl oucester, M.
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Thonas Sanders House [S3“Myer Free Library), 84-86 Mddle Street, ca. 1764 (Myp #125,
Phot ogr aph #2)

Originally a 2-story hi pped-roof Georgian mansion, this house was enl arged by t he
addition of athird story i nthe Federal period. The facade i s finished with
rusticated wooden siding, anexterior treatment virtually unique i n G oucester i n
this period. The CGeorgian interior panelling and staircase are of exceptionally
fine quality.

UniMersalist Meeting House, 50 Mddle Street, 1806 (Myp #105, Photograph #5)

The hone of Univ”™ersalisminAmerica, this lovely Federal church, with awell preserved
exterior, domnates thearea nearby. The church was designed by Col. Jacob Smth,

one of Goucester's fewdocurmented architects, who was al so responsiblefor the design
of the First Congregational Meeting House i n Rockport (1803-1804), the Othodox
Congregational Meeting House i n Manchester (1809-1811), and probably the Sones and
Davis Houses i n G oucester at 27 and 33 Mddl e Street respectively (ca. 1804). Wth
the exception of the tall steeple, thechurch was nodelled after a popul ar Asher
Benjamn design (The Country's Builder's Assistant, 1797, Pl ate 33).

Fine exanples of later nineteenth-century residential architecture areinterspersed

with the pre-1840 buildings on Mddle Street. Notable aretheltalianate-style house with
heavily bracketed com ce and bay windows at 35 Mddle Street (simlar to 19 Dale Avenue
and 48 Pl easant Street), and the Queen Anne style house at 45 Mddle Street, withits
rounded comer tower andrich variety of sheathing materials. Qher nineteenth-century
houses on the street are well integrated i nsize and scal e (Photograph 4); most, however,
have | ost decorativedetail through the application of artificial siding.

At theintersection of Mddle and Wshington Streets stands the O d Town Hal | of 1844-1845.
(8 Washington Street, Myp #176, Photograph #5). The O dTown Hall is a striking building,
with sinmple, bold, classical detail. It was originally designed inthe tenple fomwith

a col umed portico on the east facade only. This portico was later duplicated onthe north
facade i nthe early-twentieth century when the building becane the hone of the Arerican
Legi on.

The O dTown Hall visually andhistorically links the Mddle Street residences on the

east side of Washington Street with those on the \\rest side. Mbst notable of those on

the west side arefour Colonial buildings onthe north side of the street: nunbers 12, 16,
18-22, and 28-32. Anong these, the Sones-VWébber nansion (#18-22), a large house with

a ganbrel roof and pedimented doorway, i s an exceptionally inposing and well-preserved
exanpl e of the Georgian style (M #87, Photograph #6).

The south side of Mddle Street across the way i s domnated by |ate-nineteenth century

resi dences, nost notably the Quean Anne style Nathani el Babson House on Angle Street

(Mp #4) with its unusual forms and decorativehighlights, and the "Brick House" at 19-21
M ddl e, (M #88), an 1850 brick shell around an 1820s first floor and a 1790s second
floor brought fromBoston. At thefar corner of Angle Street, the hip-roofed Federal -
style G lbert House (M #187) has a fine fanlighted doorway.
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This concentration of early buildingsis echoed onthe north side of Pine Street,
directly north of the Universalist Church (50 M ddle), by a unique and extrenmely

wel | -preserved streetscape of eighteenth-century residences. (Photograph #7) Closely
sited toeach other andt othe street, the houses are nodest i n scale, but largely
original incondition. Qnthe opposite side arehouses nmostly built between 1899 and
1917, and not included inthe district.

Conpleting the western edge of the district is asmall area around Goul d Court, which
is md-nineteenth century incharacter. Wthin the confines of the L-shaped "Court"
are cottages andmulti-famly residences, nearly all built within thirty years after
the street was opened (between 1851 and 1860). (Photograph #8) These sinple frane
bui | dings display the plain, flat decoration characteristic of the vemacul ar G eek
Revival style.

At the entrance t oCould Court onWashington Street is aninstitutional building

closely associated with the md-nineteenth centuiy devel opment of this small area.

The Forbes School at 47 Washington Street, nowGARHal |, was one of a series of district
schools built from designs by Grldley F. Bryant (later architect of the G oucester

City Hall). (M #186, Photograph #9) Like the houses on Gould Court, GRHall i s

a sinple, frame building, with its gable end facade relieved by decorative brackets
around the eaves and a hooded doonvay.

Near by sections of Washington Street are not included inthe district because of nodem
intrusions and denolitions. Moreover, there i s a general change i n character to tum
of -the-century mddle and working-class residences.

A Vi C (ENIER TO AROSECT STREET

The second najor area of the Central G oucester Historic District isthe Civic Center
and the residential streets nearby: Dale, Pleasant, FranklinSguare and part of Prospect
Street. Four key buildingsdomnate the center of this area by their large size,
promnent siting and inposing design and materials.

Cty Hall, 9 Dale Avenue, 1869 (Myp #9, Photograph #10) ("; ™ 1N75)

The centerpiece of the Civic Center is City Hall. |treplaced anearlier version destroyed
by fire in 1868 and was designed by the Boston firni of Bryant and Rogers. (Bryant had
worked with Arthur Glman onthe design of the O dCity Hall inBoston.) City Halli s

a massive buildiiig inthe full-blom md-nineteenth century French style of L' Ecole des
Beaux Arts. Thebuilding domnates the Civic Center by it ssheer size, tall tower, and

rich decoration.

Central Gammar School, 10-16 Dal e Avenue, 1887-1889 (M #10, Phot ograph #11)

Originally built as aH gh School, this building was designed by local architect Tristam
Griffin i nthe Romanesque style. A large addition of 1924, designed by Ezra Phillips,
was simlar but nore classical indesign. 1n1974 the building was converted toelderly
housing, and the exterior restored according t odesigns by the Boston firm of Anderson

N Notter. Itisavery largebuilding of brick with bold Romanesque arches and bel t



NPS Fomi 10-9004
(7-ai)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service FoiNpsiisiirti®'
National Register off Historic Places received i
Inventory—Nomination Form B
f date entered _
Qonti nuat i on Sheet Central G oucester | t em nunber 7 v Page 4 !

courses ingranite; terra cotta and ol ded brick trim are used profusely.

US Post Office, 11-17 Dale Avenue," 1952 (Myp #11, Photograph #12)

This long, low building domnates the northernhalf of Dale Avenue. Carefully conposed
and solidly constructedof granite, i tis a good exanple of the classical and conpetent
architecture of the Federal government of the 1930s.

Sawyer Free Library, 2 Dale Avenue, 1976 addition

The contenporary addition to the old libi'ary (see 86-88 Mddle Street) isthe fourth

domnant stmcture inthe Civic Center. Designed by local architect Donald Monell, it
has walls of white brick and rounded arches which are classical infeeling. Unobtrusively
set back fromthe street, it neverthel ess provides the appropriatebul k and substance

to set of f this urban grouping.

The most notable intrusion inthis part of the district isthe parking |l ot at the comer
of Mddle and Pleasant Streets on the site of the 1851 Methodist Church. (Mp #L)
Usual 'y filled with autonobiles, it creates a disconcerting gap i nthis othei"w se dense
area of promnent and strongly designed buildings.

The outer edges of the Civic Center are definedto the east on Pleasant Street by the
CGape An Historical Association. The 1969 addition, designed by Donald Monell, has

i mposing walls of brick and arches echoing those of the Sawyer Free Library and the

City Hall. (Myp #143, Photograph #13) To the south, the YA at #71 Mddle, a large
contenmporary structure of red brick, keeps a strong street line but significantly differs
in design fromnearby buildings. (Mp #117, Photograph #2)

The northernend of Dale Avenue and the edge of the institutional center are effectively
defined by the conplex of buildings at St. Awn's Church. (Photograph #14) At the

head of Dale Avenue i s the Rectoiy, built in 1880 and designed by architect J.H Besarick.
(Mp #160) | tis an unusual G oucester exanple of High Victorian design, with poly-
chromatic voussoirs, hooded lintels, and omaiiiental variegatedbrick. Tie Parish Center
echoes, the fom and sone of the materialsof the Rectory, but is nmore conpact and
classical indesign and has a first story of msticated granite. (Mp #159) Conpleting
the complex i s the Church itself, built in 1876 and also designed by J H Besarick.

(Mp #157) 1 tis an unusually sophisticated exanple of the Gothic Revival style in

G oucester. The huge gable roof with its bright patternsinslate domnates the viexv
north fromthe Civic Center; unfortunately the original steeplewss renoved i n 1947 and
replaced with one disproportionate to the original design.

The institutional buildings of the Civic Center are integrated with nearby residential
streets which contain sone of Goucester's finest high-style houses. Pleasant and Prospect
Streets, two early thoroughfares, display a full range of architectural styles spanning a
period of 250 years. These range fromthe two fine Federal mansions at 27 and 33 Pleasant
Street (ca. 1804) to the nore nodest Col onial houses.on Prospect \Street at the far eastern
boundary of the district (Mp #s 1&, 170 and 172). The 1842 Captain Harvey Coffin

MacKay house at 19 Pleasant Street, with its heavy pedinented facade, is an outstanding |ocal
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exanpl e of the donestic Qeek Revival style. (Mp #141)

Later nineteenth-century styles are well represented onDal e Avenue, which was |aid

out in 1867 when City Hall wasbuilt. Thetwo Italianate-style houses at 19 Dale and
48 Pleasant (Mp #s 12 and 153) have shal |l ow hi pped roofs andrichly nol ded bay w ndows.
TlieJ.G Tarr House on Prospect Street i s agrand house of the Second Enpire style,

with anattached tower and unusual ironwork decoration. (Mp #165 Photograph #15)

G oucester's only full-blown Stick-Style house domnates the inportant coner of

Pl easant and Prospect Streets. (Mp #154, Photograph #16) Finally, the Col onial Revival
style isrepresented by the fonnal and correct ganbrel-roofed Pearson House on Dal e
Avenue andthe Enoch BunhamHouse on Prospect Street, anore freely interpreted version
of the style. (Mp #s 13 and 164, Photograph #15).

MA N STREET

G oucester's Main Street i s anarrow, densely developed street of commercial buildings
which date primarily from between 1830 and 1930. Because of the destructive effects
of successive nineteenth-century fires, two distinctive periods of construction are
represented. Tie buildings of the Wist End, from Washington to approxi mately Porter
Street™ were largely constructed inmediately after the fire of 1830. Theblock from
Porter Street east i s lined with comrercial buildings devel oped eastward after the
devastating fire of 1864.

The O oucester House (Bl ackburn Tavern), at the intersection of Washington and Main,
marks the entrance to the Vst End.CMNi~3fj/iiN~)This large brick building inthe

Federal style is the only commercial building onthe street which predates both fires.
The nearby vacant |ots onboth sides of the street detract from the general historical
context; however, shortly upthe street onthe opposite side are two Federal -stylebrick,
commercial blocks of 3-4 stories with sinple detailing. (Mp #s 38-41, 43-47" 49-51,
Phot ograph #17) Notable onthe first block i s the Goucester Bank building, an unusual
and wel | -preserved early building of granite, which anchors the comer of the block
with its rounded bay. Thelatter block has especially well-preserved and restored
granite post-and-lintel storefronts. Across the street are two simlar, contenporaneous
bui | dings, nunbers 42-44 and 44-46 Main. (Mp #s 43 and 45).

The early feeling of the street i s enhanced by the 1783 Sargent-Mirray- G | man- Hough
House on the north side, Goucester's pre-emnent surviving |ate Georgian nmansion. (M
#104, Photograph #18) The inpressive facade, which overlooks Main Street, has giant
comer pilasters and a pedinented entrance porch. Theinterior panelling, especially the
pancfel led fireplace walls and balustraded central staircase, are the work of amaster
craftsman.

Because of the narrowness of the street and curve inthe road which visually separates the
Wst End fromthe rest of Main Street, the Vést Endi s arelatively self-contained,
tightly developed urban setting. Wth the exception of the True Val ue Hardware Store at
83 Main Street and the Italian Villa at 36-38 Main Street (Photograph #19), it is
consistent instyle, scale, and materials.
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Fromthe Sargent House east to Hancock Street are commercial buildings which post-date
the fire of 1864. In general the westemblocks are the earliest, with buildings
progressively later in date toward the eastem edge of the district. Thebuildings
are generally 3to S5storiesinheight, nostly of brick with connecting party walls.
The com ce lines are roughly continuous and generally original; however, nearlyall
of the first-floor storefronts have been altered.

The block of conmercial buildings between Center and Hancock Streets onthe north
side is oneof the earliest and nost intact onthe street. (Phototgraph 22p) The
entire block was rebuilt around 1875 anddisplays the full variety of Vict&rian
commerci al decoration, especially hooded arched w ndows. Opposite, a series of brick
and franme buildings i s of appoximately the sane period, however, they display greater
alteration. (Photograph #21) CF note is the Gape Ann Savings Bank at 109 Main
Street with a handsone granite facade renodel |l ed around 1900. (Mp # 61)

The block east of Hancock onthe north side is anchored at the conmer by a row of
connected 3-4 story brick comercial buildings dating from about 1890. In the center of
the block is the 1962 Cape Ann Bank 8§ Trust building andthe G oucester Cooperative
Bank Mal |, which are well integrated into the streetscape but distinctly non-

historical indesign. (Mp#73, Photograph #23) The sout hem side of the same bl ock
is domnated onthe eastemend by a series of stepped 1-story conmercial buildings of
the md-twentieth century, which are not included inthe district. Thedistrict begins
again wi th #155-159 and #161- 163, Main, tw brick comercial buildings of the 1870s.
(Mp #72 and 74, Phot ograph #22).

The district termnates at the intersectionof Pleasant and Main Streets. Situated

on arise above the rest of Main Street, the buildings at each comer provide a strong
visual focus which defines the limts of Main Street's nost intensive comrercial devel op-
ment. Especially notable in design are the two bank buildings onthe south side with
turn-of-the-century classical facades. (Myp #s 80 and 81, Photograph #22) n the
opposite comer are notable representatives of early twentieth-century conmmercial
construction: the 1947 Mbdene style Sterling Drug; the Art Deco Wolworths with a
stepped com ce typical of the style, but unfortunate alterationsonthe first floor;
and the Wlliam G Broim Gonpany of 1926 with a handsone cl assical commercial facade.
(Mp #s 77, 78 and 79, Photograph #23).

Fromthis intersection, the comrercial character of Main Street is continued a short
di stance onthe adjacent side streets. To the south onDuncan Street is a very large
and well-preserved brick comrercial buildingwith original storefronts. (Mp #17)

To the north the former Brown Gonpany buil ding at 11 Pleasant Street of 1892 has a
strongly designed facade with anearly storefront, arched w ndows outlined with
decorative brickwork, and netal -sheathed bay w ndows onthe second floor. (M #137,
Phot ograph #24) Thebrick conmercial building at 18 Pl easant opposite is the best
local exanple of the comercial (“een Anne s™yJewith itstextxn'ed brickwork and
characteristic mx of stylistic elements. (Myp #142).
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Angle Street

A 13 Tally's Exxon Station 1940s

1. 5 1930s

2. 6 ca. 1890
3. 79 1834- 1850
4. 8 Nat hani el Babson House 1885- 1890
5 11 1851- 1872

Center Street

6. 5 Story's Curiosity Shop Cont enpor ary

7. 68 Victory Beauty Salon Early-20th
century

8 7 Early-20th
century

Dal e Avenue

9 9 City Hall 1871
10. 10-16 Central G ammar School 1889,
add. 1924
11. 11-17 US Post Office 1932
12. 19 Aaron Bray House # 1869- 1872
13.  21-23 Pearson House 1880- 1889
14, 24 ca. 1880
15. 26 Henry S MCul |l och House 1885- 1890

16. 28 Henry A Bur nhamHouse 1890- 1900

Page /3

STYLE

Gas Station

Plain (alumnum siding)
Italianate (altered)
Federal / Greek Revival
Queen Anne

Italianate (altered)

Plain comercial, 1 story

Plain comercial, 2 story.

Plain comercial, 2 story,

French Classical Revival

Victorian Ronanesque

Classical Revival
Italianate

Col onial Revival
Second Empire
Italianate

Queen Anne
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Duncan Street

17. 2 ca. 1880 Victorian commercial, brick

Federal Street

8. 6.8 Swift-Carter House ca. 1800-1825 Feder al

19. 1o Fitz-Trask House 1760- 1820 Colonial, Queen Anne alterations

Franklin Square

20. 5 Newran- Sones House ca. 1800 Federal

21. 9-11 ca. 1850 Plain, Victorian decoration
Goul d Court

22. 3 Built by M chael O Maley 1851-1872 Greek Revival

23. b Built ny M chael O Mley 1851- 1852 Greek Revival

24. 6 Built by T. Joyce ca. 1870 Greek Revival/ltalianate

25. 8 Built by T. Joyce 1851-1872 Greek Revival/ltalianate

26. 9 Parking Lot

27. 10 Built by M chael O Maley 1851-1872 Greek Revival/ltalianate

28. 11 Dani el s House 1884-1892 Italianate

29, 12 Built by M chael O Maley 1851-1872 Greek Revival/ltalianate

30i. 12¢5 1884- 1892 Cottage

31. 14 1851- 1872 Greek Revival

32. 15 1872-1884 Italianate

33. 16 1851-1872 Greek Revival

34. 20 Built by Grant 1851- 1872 Greek Revival

35. 22 Built by Grant 1851-1872 Greek Revival
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Hancock Street

36. Patillo House 1851- 1860 [talianate
Main Street
37. 2-10 Puritan House 1810, Feder al

enl arged 1870
Bl ackburn Tavern

B 12 Vacant Lot - Parking
C 14-18 Vacant Lot - Parking

D 20-26 Vacant Lot - Parking

ca. 1831 Feder al
38. 25-29 Virgilios

1928 Contemporary, brick, 1 story
39. 31 Sal's Hair Stylist
E 32-34 Vacant Lot - Parking

ca. 1831
40. 33-35

1971 Contenporary - Tudor
F. 36-38 [talian Villa 2nd story

added 1976
41,  37-41 M ke's Pastry ca. 1831 Feder al
42. 40-42 Seasi de Treasures ca. 1900 Plain Commercial ,

2 story, frane
43. 44- 46 Vst End Taxi ca. 1831 Feder al
44, 45 Thomas Jefferson ca. 1831 Feder al
Fost er House/
Monty's Liquor
45, 48 Whi t marsh Lock & Safe ca. 1831 Feder al
46. 50 Parking Lot
47. 51-53 G oucester Bank ca. 1831 Federal / Greek Revival
48. 52-64 E A Greel Laundry 1920 - 1935 Early-20th Century Commrercial,
brown and yellow brick
49. 55-63 The Book Store ca. 1831
Feder al

50. 65-67 Port of Call ca. 1831

Feder al
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52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

Main Street (cont'd.)

59 Isabel Babson Menoria
Library

76 Self-service Shoes
Public Finance

82
True Value Hardware and

83 parking !l ot
Busy Bee Lunch and Tap

84-90 Rooni The Ri gger and
Francos

92-94 Fem nine Mystique

95-101 Sawyer Bl ock/ Gl oucester
Musi ¢ Conpany

96- 98 Gl oucester Gas Light Co.

100-106 Cutting Block

103-105 Dewi ng Travel Service

107 Fl orshei m Shoes

108- 110 Ol d Corner Bookstore
(Proctor Brothers)
Trader Horn

109- 113 The Rogers Bl ock/ Cape
Ann Savings Bank

112-118 Tappan Bl ock

115-121 Addi son Center/Art

Jewel ers

ca. 1831
ca. 1880
ca. 1880

ca. 1920-1930

1892

ca. 1880

ca. 1910

ca. 1870

ca. 1900

ca. 1900

ca. 1875

ca. 1872,
remodel | ed
ca. 1900
Originally
1875, rebuilt
ca. 1900

ca. 1880,
fenestration
altered

ca. 1900

Feder al

Plain, 2 story, frame

Plain, 2h story, gable to street
frame

Contenporary, 1 story, brick

Early 20th-century commercial,
yellow and brown brick

Victorian commercial, brick

Plain commercial, frame, gable
roof

Early 20th-century commercial,
classical detai

Victorian Italianate,
and decoration

cornice
altered

Plain commercial, 2 story, frame
Plain commercial, 2 story, frame
Victorian commercial, brick

Early 20th-century commerci al

brick, granite facade, classica
detail

Early 20th-century commerci al
brick, classical detail

Plain commerci al
wooden facade

rusticated
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Main Street (cont'd.)

64. 120-122 Patillo Building ca. 1875 High Victorian commercial, brick
first floor altered

65. 123-129 Gray's Corner/Benjam ns ca. 1880, Plain commercial, clapboarded
third floor
added ca. 1930

66. 124-126 ca. 1875, Early 20th-century commercia
remodel | ed
ca. 1930

67. 128-134 Price's Drugstore/Bob's Victorian commercial, brick

Hab
68. 136 The Curtain Shop ca. 1880 Plain, 2 story, frame, contemporary
alum num storefront

69. 138- 140 Fabrics Unlimited ca. 1890, Plain commercial, brick with
third floor stone and terra cotta decoration
added

70. 142- 144 Sew & Save ca. 1890 Plain commercial, brick

classical cornice

71. 146- 148 John D Gillis Building ca. 1890 Plain commercial, brick,
classical cornice
H 150-156 Cape Ann Bank & Trust 1962 Contemporary, brick
72. 155-159 Formerly part of Bel mont ca. 1880 Plain commercial, brick,
Hot el classical cornice
73. 158- 162 Gl oucester Cooperative 1975
Bank Mal |
74.  161-163 Parkhurst Building ca. 1872 Plain commercial, brick
Italianate bay wi ndows
75.  Map 8, Parking Lot
Lot 67
76. 167-175 Empire Clothing Conpany ca. 1955

. 177-183 CVS/ Grants Contemporary commercial storefront
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Moder ns
77, 178 Sterling Drug 1947
Art Deco, yellow brick
ca. 1935 ’
Wool wort hs first floor altered
1926 Early 20th-century classica
Brown's Mall comercia
80 Gloucester National Bank ca. 1872, Classical Reviva

remodel l ed 1919

81 189- First National Bank, ca. 1870, Classical Reviva
' Gl oucester Safe Deposit remodel I ed
and Trust Conpany ca. 1890
Street ' . .
Char | Bab H ca. 1730-1780 Georgian (with additions)
82 12 arl es Babson House
ca. 1880 Second Enpire
83. 13
ca. 1880 [talianate
84. 15 |
Rogers- Mansfiel d House ca. 1730-1780 Georgian (altered)
85. 16
ca. 1860 Italianate/ Greek Revival (a
86. 17 '
Geor gi an
87  18-22 Sones- Webber  House 1770 g
Modi fi ed Federa
. i ; 1790 and 1820,
88. 19-21 The Brick House reconstructed
(Rogers-Brooks House)
1850
89. 24 Foster House ca. 1880 Second Enpire
| Federa
90 27 Sanmuel Whittemore House ca. 1760,
' enl arged
ca. 1800
Georgi an, Colonial Revival
91,  28-32 Davis-Dustin House 1740-1780

alterations

Early-20th Cottage
92. 31 century
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Mi ddle Street (cont'd.)

93. 133 ca. 1870 Italianate
94. 34- 36 1970s Cont emporary
95. 35-39 ca. 1870 Italianate
96. 38 Kni ght - Whal en House ca. 1860 Italianate
97.  40-42 Eli Forbes House ca. 1800 Federal, Italianate alterations
98. 41-43 W lliam Stevens House ca. 1750 Geor gi an
99. 44 Stacy House ca. 1800 Queen Anne
100. 45 ca. 1880 Queen Anne
101. 46 Epi scopal Church ca. 1890 Queen Anne
Parsonage (former)
102. 48 St. John's Episcopal 1864 Gothic Revival
Church
103. 48R Parking Lot
104. 49 Sargent-Murray-Gi | man- ca. 1783 Georgian with Victorian additions
Hough House
105. 50 Universalist Meeting House 1806 Federal
106.  51-55 Parson Chandl er House 1750- 1752 Geor gi an
107. 52 CGeorge Garland House 1851- 1860 Italianate
108.  54-56 Daniel Rogers House 1769 Georgian
109. 57 Bob Smith Travel ca. 1800 Feder al
110.  59-61 Pike Funeral Hone ca. 1860 Second Enpire
("W nchester Arns," 1920s)
111. 60-62 Yard, formerly site of
W lliam Parsons House

112. 63 ca. 1850 Greek Revival
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113.

114.

115.

116.

117.

118.

119.

120.

121.

122.

123.

124.

125.

126.

127.

M ddl e
64- 66

65

67

68-70

71

75-77

76

78-80

79-81

82-84

83

85

86- 88

87

90-92

94

96

Street

(cont'd.

Trinity Manse

"Red Men's Hall"
Patillo Building
Woodwar d- Par sons House/
Trinity Thrift Shop
YMCA

Col. Joseph Foster House
Congregational Church
Parish House, former site

of Trinity Congregationa
Church

Parking Lot

Templ e Ahavath Achim
(former Unitarian Church)

Parking Lot

Gl oucester
Bank

Cooperative

Thomas Sanders House/
Sawyer Free Library

Wnter House
Har dy- Par sons House

Babson, El well & Davis

Item number 7

ca. 1775
ca. 1918

1889-1892

1756

1974
1760
Parish House
1923
(Church 1855,
burned 1979)

ca. 1910

1828

1929

1764

addition 1976

1770s

ca. 1760

1957

ca. 1880

Page ..MN)
Geor gi an
Commercial, brick, mansard roof
Commercial, brick, classica
detail
Col oni al Revival
Contemporary, brick
Geor gi an
Col onial Revival
Apartment house. Colonial Reviva
det ai

Greek Revival/Gothic

Classical Revival

Georgian with Federal and
Victorian additions
Geor gi an

Geor gi an

Reviva

Col oni al

Second Empire
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Pine Street

128. 12 Bacon- Kni ght House 1760-1790 Georgi an double house
129. 14 Gronbl ad- Mason- Contractor 19th century Barn and sheds

130. 16 St acey- Whal en House 1730- 1780 Georgi an

131. 18-20 St acey- Nash House 1730-1780 Geor gi an

132. 22-24 1730-1780 Georgi an

133. 26- 28 Priestly House 1730-1780 Geor gi an

134. 30 1790- 1840 Feder al

135. 32 ca. 1884 Second Empire

Pl easant Street

136. 8-12 Gl oucester Canmera & Photo ca. 1940 Art Deco
137. 11 W G Brown's 1892 Queen Anne commercial, brick
also classical storefront on
Elm Street
138. 14 Coffee Gall ey ca. 1890 Queen Anne commercial, brick
139. 14R Parking Lot
140. 16-18 Presson House/ Christian 1740- 1780 Georgi an, contenmporary store:
Science Readi ng Room addition
141.  17-19 Capt. Harvey Coffin 1842 Greek Revival
MacKay House
142. 18 ca. 1880 Queen Anne
L. 20-22 Parking Lot Buil dings
demol i shed
1969
143. 21-27 Captain Ellas Davis Sr. ca. 1804, Federa

House/ Cape Ann Historical addition 1969
Association
144. 24- 30 John Cal ef Church House ca. 1790-1810 Federal, Victorian additions
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Pl easant Street (con'd.)

145, 29-31 Captain Sanuel Somes ca. 1804 Federal
House
146. 33 ca. 1890 Queen Anne - Col onial Revival
M 34 Carroll Steele Insurance 1958 Cont enpor ary
147. 36- 38 Spinney Funeral Home ca. 1800 Feder al
148. 37- 39 ca. 1790 Geor gi an
149.  40-42 El ks Lodge #892 1934 Classical Revival
150. 41 ca. 1780-1790 Georgi an
151. 44-46 Mi chael Wal en House ca. 1872 ltalianate
152. 47 Favor-Davis House ca. 1850 ltalianate
153. 48 Davi s- Baker House ca. 1850 ltalianate
154. 50 George A Perkins House ca. 1870 Stick-Style
155. 52 Sayward House ca. 1850 [talianate
156. St. Ann's Convent 1885, altered
1927 Plain brick institutional
157. St. Ann's Catholic Church 1876

Got hic Revival
Prospect Street

158. intersection of Pleasant Street:
Spani sh American War Monunment 1923

159. 60 St. Ann's Parish Center 1897 Classical Revival

160. 64 St. Ann's Rectory 1880 High Victorian

161. 70 St. Ann School 1913, altered Plain institutional, brick
1927

162. 79 Merchant - Perkins House ca. 1870 Italianate

163. 80 Met hodi st Church 1883 Queen Anne - Stick Style,

facade altered
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164.

165.

166.

167.

168.

169.

170.

171.

172.

173.

174.

175.

176.

177.

178.

179.

180.

181.

182.

Prospect Street (cont'd.)

81 Burnham House

83 J. G. Tarr House
82-84

85-87

86

90 Trask-Harridan House
92 Wharf House

Short Street

5-7 Joe's Barber Shop
6- 10 Parking Lot
11-13

Washi ngton Street
4

8 Old Town Hall
(American Legion)

Intersection of Middle Street

Joan of Ar c (Mnunent)

9-13

10

12

15

16

Item number 7

ca. 1899
1872-1884
ca. 1900
1750- 1820
ca. 1920
ca. 1890
1730-1780

1730-1780

Early 20th-
century

1790- 1820

1790- 1830

1844-1845

1921

ca. 1810
1884-1889
ca. 1900
ca. 1850,
remodel | ed

ca. 1907

ca. 1870

Page

Colonial Revival

Second Enpire

Colonial Reviva

Geor gi an- Federa

Prairie School - Moderne, brick
Queen Anne

Georgi an

Georgi an

Plain commercial, 2 story, frame

Federa

Federa

Greek Revival

Federa
Queen Anne
Colonial Revival - Queen Anne

Greek Revival, Tudor remodelling

Queen Anne
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184.

185.
186.

187.

Washington Street (cont'd.)
27 Charlie's Muffin Shop

37-45 For bes School

a7 GAR Hall (Qd Forbes
School )

Western Avenue
1-7 Gi | bert House

off Historic Places
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Item number 7

Early 20th
century

ca. 1830

1922
1850

ca. 1800

Page

Plain comrercial, frame
Late Federal, Queen Anne

alterations

[talianate - Colonial Reviva

Feder al



8. Signifficance

IPeriod Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_  religion

1400- 1499 archeology-historic conservation law science

1500- 1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture

1600- 1699 architecture education military social/

1700- 1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_C 1800- 1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater

1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)

Specific dates NA Builder/Architect Jacob Smith, Gridley Bryant, J.J. Healy,

TristramGriffin, Ezra Phillips

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Central Goucester Historic District contains the urban center of this historic
seaport comunity. Central Goucester isthe institutional, comercial, social and
political core of the city, a geographicallylimted area intensely developed for
nearly 200 years, primarily between 1730 and 1930. Here the distinctive shoreside

el ements of Goucester's maritine past arerepresented, from hones of 18th century sea
captains to nonunental buildings of the post-Civil Vér fishing industry boom It is
a conplex and richly textured arrangenent of buildings and streetscapes. The district
illustrates the major thenmes of Goucester's history, contains individual buildings of
historic aid,/or archifectural..-significance, and-is. notable for the visual and historic
iri.tegrit7 of its buildings:, streets, and spaces. Central G oucester Historic District
thus meets criteria A/ B, and C of the National Register.

The harbor area of G oucester was de\/eloped during t hesecond and third mjor periods
of the city's economc history: the mercantile era, fraii approxinmately 1730 t o 1850;
and the period domnated by the commercial fishing industry after th-e Civil Vdr. The
distinctive architectural styles, building types and devel opment patterns of these

two major historic periods define G oucester's urban center.

TH= MBRCANMTLEPER D 1730 t o 1850

For the first one hundred years of Goucester's settlenent, fromaround 1633 to the
1730s, the greatest nunber of thetown's inhabitants were settled not at the harbor,
but approximately onemle anay at "the Geen", now Gant Circle on Route 128. -The
early colony was primarily agricultural innature, itssubsistence econony suppl enented
by sone fishing and trade i n cordwood.

In the early eighteenth century, spurred by theincreasing success of the latter two
activities, Goucester entered into a lively maritime trade with the British colonies
the American coastal cities, and southern Europe. As comercial activity shiftedto
the harbor, and wharves and warehouses were built around the waterfront, the center

of populationfollowed. I n the 50 years after 1700 t he estimated popul ationof the
city nearly quadrupled, from 700 t o 2745, with nmost of the growth concentrated i n the
harbor area.”

The struggle for control of political and social dom nance between the original settle-
nent and the harbor community was expressed ina classic battle inthe 1730s over t he
location of the neetinghouse. After abitter controversy, a neeting house was built

in the harbor village in 1738, and by 1842 i t was designated as the First Parishof

G oucester, a distinction heretoforeresting with the settlement at the G een.

1. History of Essex County (Philadelphia: 1888) P. 1304
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See acconpanyi Ng NAPS

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
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aganizaion Massachusetts Historical Commisson date March 24, 1982
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12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title  Exccutiv*e Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson “ae

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the [*ational Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Maritime trade and shipbuil dingprospered throughout the eighteenth century, reachingits
hei ght between 1790 and 1810. I n the first half of the nineteenth century, trade

with Surinam (Dutch Quinea) - virtually nmonopolized by Goucester - sawthe city

through the sinultaneous early devel opnment of the commercial fishing industries.

The mercantile period isrepresented inthe historic district by characteristic building
types, styles and kinds of devel opnent. The wealth generated by extensive trade created
a dense onshore urban center directly contiguous tothe harbor. | n the eighteenth
century the waterfront was nuch closer to Main Street than i tis now approximtely

on the line of the present Rogers Street. Streets were laid out parallel to it

on the ascending plateaus rising directly from the harbor.

The early streets of the harbor settlement, now conprising the backbone of the
Central Goucester Historic District, were Prospect Street, originally a seventeenth-
century highway; Mddle Street, laid out as Cornhill Street around 1737; and Main
Street, laid out as Front Street in 1698, Qher eighteenth-century streetsare

Pine, Pleasant, Federal, Washington, and Franklin Square (originally naned India
Square). Uoon themwere built houses that were conservative and classical in design,
and sturdy inconstruction. These streets continue todisplay a substantial nunber
of buildingsfromthis period, with notable concentrations on Prospect, Pine (Photo-
graph #7) and Federal Streets.

The urban flavor of the mercantile period survives most thoroughly on Mddle Street,

in part because, together with Main Street, it was one of the two principal
thoroughfares of mercantile Goucester, and inpart because t he street was spared

the destructionof a series of nineteenth-century downtown fires. Mddle Street

was t he site of inmportant conmercial, social, political andreligious activitiy,

and inits period of promnence was |ined with residences, shops, taverns and

churches. Today, withits many 2 1/2 story, ganbrel and hip-roofed Georgi an houses

and granite curbs, walks, and steps, thestreet is Goucester's nost effective rem nder
of its mercantile past. (Photographs #1 and 8)

In addition toinportant groupings of early buildings, the district also includes
individual buildings associated with significant individuals and/or inportant historical
currents. Anong themarethefollow ng.

Par son Chandl er House, 51-55Mddle Street, 1750-1752 (Map #106)
A ganbrel -roofed Georgian house built by Parson Chandl er, who was pastor of the First
Parish in G oucester from 1751t o 1795.

Vodwar d- Par son House, 68-70 Mddle Street, 1756 (Myp #116, Phot ograph #1)

A Ceorgian house built for Ezekial Wodward, Jr., merchant and owner of \m schooners.
After his death. VWodward' s wi dowmarried John Rogers (1770) minister of the Fourth
Pari sh Church. The house was owned i n the early-nineteenth-century by the Rev.

Thonas Jones, t he second permanent m nister of the Universalist Church.
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Dani el Rogers - WIIiam Parsons House, 54-56 M ddl e Street, 1769 (Myp #108,
Phot ogr aph #1

This was the hone of Daniel Rogers, inportant nerchant, owner of sixteen vessels,
and Revolutionary-era activist. It was also the birthplace of Roger Babson,
noted twentieth-century econom st.

Sargent - Mirray- QG | man- Hough House, 49 M ddl e Street, ca. 1783 (Myp #104,
Phot ogr aph #18

John Stevens, a prosperous nerchant and shi pomer, active inthe Rev6liitionary Vér,
was probably the builder of this house. 1 n1788, hiswdow Judith Sargent Stevens,
married John Murray, who subsequently resided there. Mirray was t hefounder of the
Universalist Church i nAmerica, and had a significant and lasting influence on

G oucester's religious life. The house, G oucester's grandest Georgi an mansion,

i's now operated as a nuseumby t he Sargent-Mirray-QG | man-Hough Associ ation.

Captain Elias Davis House, 27 Pleasant Street, ca. 1804 (M #143, Phot ograph #13)

Davis, a prosperous skipper and successful privateer during the Revolutionary Vér,

had this hip-roofed Federal-style house built around 1804. It and t he neighboring

house of nerchant and partner Sanuel Sones were probably designed by Jacob Smith,
architect of the Universalist Church. The house was purchased by the Gape Ann
Scientific, Literary andHistorical Association (nowthe Cape Ann Historical Association)
in 1922 and i s now operated as a public nuseum

Captain Harvey Coffin MacKay House, 17-19 Pleasant Street, 1842 (Mp #141)

MacKay was a nmaster i nthe transatlantic (Liverpool) packet trade and also sailedto
the Orient, Surinam and the Mediterranean. MacKay married hi s neighbor, Sally Sones
(31 Pleasant Street) andbuilt this prom nent Geek Revival House a fewlots to the
sout h.

Universalist Church, 50 M ddl e Street, 1806 (Myp #105, Photograph #3)

The Rev. John Murray, an English divine, was asked by interested nenbers of the First
Parish Church to preach at G oucester i n1774. . Eventually Mirray settled here,

marrying Judith Sargent Stevens, daughter of Wnthrop Sargent, a substantial nerchant and
ardent supporter of Murray. Severe and rancorous di sagreenment with the existing

First Parish Church ledtothe formation of the Universalist Church, thefirst such

in the country. Following the First Parish Church's attenpt totax the Universalists,
the Massachusetts Suprene Court handed down a | andmark decision i n 1782 on the issue

of the separation of church and state. This meeting house has been a | andmark both

in town and fromthe harbor since its construction i n 1806.
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First Parish Church, Unitarian, now Tenpl e Ahavath Achim 82-84 M ddle Street 1828,
(Mp #121)

The current structure dates from 1828, and i s a direct successor to the original

First Parish Church of 1738 constructedon the site. 1n 1837, when the church split

into the Unitarian First Parish and Trinity Congregational Church, the building was
retained by the fonner organization. (The Trinity Congregational church, built in

1855 nearby on M ddle Street, burned to the ground in 1979.) Since 1950 the building has
served as the tenple of Congregation Ahavath Achim

O d Town Hal I, 1844-1845, 8 Washington.Street (Mp #176, Photograph #5)

In its scale, style, and location (at the west end of Mddle Street), the Od Toxm
Hal | was the major and final institutional manifestation of the mercantile period,

as well as the premer local building of the Geek Revival style. After a new and

nmuch |arger Town Hall was built in 1867, it served as the Forbes Primary School and,
after World Wr |, as the honme of the American Legion.

G oucester House, 1810, 2-10 Main Street (Mp #57) (/V° )

Built by Janmes Tappan, this Federal commercial building has served as the G oucester
House, Mason's Hotel, The Atlantic House and the Puritan House. |t sexterior has
recently been restored, and the interior renovated for m xed contenporary use.

West End Bl ocks, #s 25-53, 55-69" and 42-46 Main Street, ca. 1831 (Mp #s 38-41,
43-47, 49-51, Photograph #17

The construction of these brick. Federal-style comercial buildings after the fire
of 1830 signalled the eventual replacement of the earlier free-standing wooden buil dings
on Main Street by masonry bl ocks specifically designed for commercial use.

PCBT-GM L WR GQUESTER

The middle years of the nineteenthcentury nmarked the rise of the commercial fisheries
and the declineof eighteenth-century mercantilismin G oucester. |nprovenents in
vessel design, increased seine (net) fishing, and the following of seasonal m gration
expanded the catch. @ oucester supplieda burgeoning market for dried and salted
fish, and shipped the preserved fish by water and rail (thefirst rail connection was
nade i n 1847). Fresh fish packed inicews sent to coastal cities |ike Boston,

Phil adel phia, and New York.

The years after 1860 were characterized by increasing rationalization and industrialization
of the productionprocess: drying, curing, cutting, packing and shipping. Shoreside operas
tions were consolidated; nevertheless the industry was also characterized by constant
formng and reform ng of business partnerships, and the inherent instability of ocean
fishing. 1nthe 1820s and 1830s, mackerel sustained the industry; inthe post-war years
cod and halibut, a nore reliable catch, predom nated.
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Substantial immgration from Canada' s Maritime Provinces, Ireland, Swaedenand
Portugal swelled G oucester's popul ation between 1850 and 1860 (from 7,786 t o
10,833) and continued torise throughout the nineteenth century.” These new
coners contributedinportant maritime skills and nnw techniques t othe grow ng
fishing business.

The growing econony and popul ation of post-Civil Vdr G oucester sparked substantial
urban devel opment. Downtown growth was characterized by the expansi on of gover nment
and civic institutions, new churches, the constructionof high-style residences,

and commercial building. This constructionactivity was superinposed upon the
earlier street patternandbuildings of the mercantile city, andi tisthisintegrated
urban patternthat is evident inthe Central Goucester Historic District today.

Later nineteenth century devel opment is nost promnently evident today inthe Civic
Center area between Dal e Avenue and Pl easant Street. This was Sones Field until
1867, when the first version of City Hall was built and Dale Avenuewas |aid out on
the site of an early ropewalk. Typical Victorian enthusiasmfor civic and social
organi zations expressed itself inthe thiry years following inaclustering of

I mportant buildingsaround City Hall, effectively noving theinstitutional center

of the city fromthe western end of Mddle Street t othe Dal e Avenue/ Pl easant
Street area.

Today the Civic Center area and adjacent residential streets strongly evoke this
ebul lient period of Goucester history. Dale, Pleasant, and the directly contiguous
sections of Mddle and Prospect Streets are dom nated by institutional buildings

and residences of the |ate-nineteenth century. They are sonewhat greater in scale
than their eighteenth-century neighbors onMddle Street, andrichly decorated i n
the varied revival styles of the Victorian era.

Represented inthe area areinstitutions central tothecity's grovrthinthe late
ni neteenth century, andwhich, by and | arge, continue toplay an inportant rolei n
the |ife of the city.

City Hall, 9 Dale Avenue, 1871 (M #9, Phot ograph #10) 11" 73)

A "Town House", built in 1867 on the site, burned in 1869, andwas rebuilt to a
simlar design in 1870. A ngjor puipose of the new building was t oprovide a place
of public assenbly inthe |arge second floor hall, which since then has been used
for nmeetings, concerts, and other events.

2. James R Pringle, History of the Town and City of G oucester, Cape Ann,
Massachusetts (G oucester: Published by the author, 1892), p. 89.
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Sawyer Free Library, 86-88 Mddle Street, 1764, addition 1976, (Myp #123,
Phot ogr aph #2)

The @G oucester Lyceumwas founded as a |lecture society in 1831 and bec;me t he
G oucester Lyceumand. Sawyer Free:library'.-withe a gift from Saimel Sguyer -in
1872. In 1884, Sawyer purchased the 1764 house of Thonas Sanders across
fromCity Hall andrenovated i t tolibrary use. Through the addition of nodem
facilities onthe Dale Avenue side in 1976, the Sawyer Free Library continues

to provide this inportant service in acentral location.

Central Gammar School, 10-16 Dal e Avenue, 1887-1889, addition 1924 (Myp #10,
Phot ogr aph #12)

This large and substantial building was thefirst masonry high school in the city,
and was built in response t oGoucester's rising population. |t served as Central
Gammar School from 1939 until its abandonment in 1971, andwas converted t oelderly
housi ng i n 1974.

St. Ann's Church and Parish buildings. Prospect and Pl easant Streets, 1876-1915,
(Mp #s 156-161, Photograph #14)

In the 1870s, J.J. Healy, with "indefatigable zeal and energy", began an anbitious
building program and by 1885 St. Aan's parish had a church, rectory, libraiy and
convent.3 The construction of this conplex was directly related t othe establishment
of an immgrant population attracted by the fishing industry, andrepresents this
community's increasing influence onthe cultural andreligious [ife of the city.

Wth weal th generated by the fishing industry, entrepiKneui'S arid;.businessnen built
fine houses around City Hall, especially onthe newy laid out Dale Avenue. The
nost striking of these, whose owners also represent Goucester's late-nineteenth
century comercially successful class, arethe following:

Aaron Bray House, 19 Dal e Avenue, 1869-1872, (M #12, Photograph #12)

Bray was an agent of the New England Fish Gonpany at Duncan's Point, one of G oucester's
maj or halibut conpanies. The house is an extrenely well preserved exanple of the
talianate style.

Henry A Burnham House, 28 Dal e Avenue, 1890-1900 (M #16)

Henry Burnhamwas a senior partner in Henry Burnhamand Sons, flour and grain dealers
located around the corner on Mason Street. The Queen Anne house he built has an

3. History of Essex County
(Philadel phia: 1888), P. 1320
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exceptionally fine interior with carved and panel | ed woodwor k.
George Perkins House, 50 Pleasant Street, 1879-1880 (Myp #154, Photograph #16)

This unusual Stick-Style house was built for George Perkins, principal of George
Perkins and Sons, fisli dealers andfishery owiers. The conpany al so owed and
operated a salt wharf at the head of the harbor.

Popul ation growth, anore diverse industrially based comunity, and greater wealth
spurred the substantial transformation of the conmercial area of do™ntown after the
Civil V. Moreover, the greater part of Main Street, fromCenter to Pleasant
Street, was destroyed by fire in 1864, Mst of the buildings which now dom nate
Main Street were constixicted i nthe twenty years following. Ingeneral, rebuilding
began just east of Center Street, gradually filling inthe blocks eastward.

Main Street nowconstitutes a signifcant collection of comrercial buildings ranging
fromthe Federal brick blocks onthe Wst End, through the entire spectnrm of
Victorian comrercial styles inthe mddle of the street, to the Classical Revival

and early nodemstyles at the corner of Main and Pleasant Streets. Ingeneral,

the street hasasolid and coherent |ine of buildings, with few gaps. The nost severe
alterations areseen onthe first-floor storefronts.

Main Street is arecord of Goucester's local commercial history. Mny of the buildings
have associationswith inmportant financial institutions, such as 109 Main Street which
has been the Cape Ann Savings Bank since the 1880s (Mp #61, Photograph #21), t he

G oucester National Bank (Map #80), and the G oucester Safe Deposit and Trust . at
the "fisheman's corner" at Main and Duncan (Myp #81 Photograph #22). The "dd

Corner Bookstore". (M #60) of ca. 1875 has housed the G oucester Advertizer, and the
Proctor Brothers, printers and publishersof the Gape AnnAdvertizer, andthe G oucester
Daily Times after 1888.

NI LH ON

Since the turn of the century, there has been little newconstruction i ncentral G oucester.
The major change has been Main Street's relationship to the harbor as it has filled

in. Moreover, urban renewal has denolished nany of the buildings andstreets which once
connected Main Street to the waterfront.

There has been sone denolitioninthe central area, nost notably the razing of the

Met hodi st Church at the corner of Mddle and Pleasant Streets (thesite i s nowaparking
lot) andthe denolitionof Colonial houses inthe Civic Center area. The establishment

of the Goucester Historic District Conmssion in 1977 was i npart aresponse to denmolition
and inappropriate remodelling inthis area. Vacant lots inthe Wst End of Main Streets

and "rmoderni zation" of storefronts also detract fromthe area's historic integrity.
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Overall, however, central G oucester remains a remarkably intact and coherent urban

center. |t aptly expresses the city's maritime character, both by it sphysical
proximty tothe harbor and as an expression of theeconomc and social forces which
built the city. Itis a conplex urban devel opment i n which the nmajor buildingsof

the city have been concentrated for over 200 years. Fromthe conservative clapboarded
houses of the New Enl and mercantile erat othevigorous experinents financed by

| ate-nineteenth century comrercial fishing, the buildings of the Central Historic District
are an irreplaceablerecord of this seaport community's history.

The proposed National Register district incorporates the entire area established as a
local historic district 1 n1977. For the National Register, boundaries were expanded
approximately one block on each side t oform a nore conprehensive view of the Harbor
Village devel opment. National Register disignation is expected toprovide greater
psychol ogi cal and financial incentives for preservation of the area.

The proposed National Register district incoiporates the entire area established as
a local historic district in 1977. For the National Register, boundaries were
expanded approximately one bl ock on each side t oform a nore conprehensive viewof
the Harbor Village devel opment. National Register designation is expectedto
provide greater psychological andfinancial incentives for preservation of the area.
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John Babson, History of the Town of G oucester, Cape Ann (G oucester: 1860; reprinted
P. Smth 197Tr

Janmes R Pringle, History of the Town and City of G oucester, Cape Ann, Massachusetts
(G oucester, Mx published by the author, 1892). ~ " ~ ~

G oucester Architectural Inventory, Goucester Devel opnment Team Inc. G oucester, M.
1979

G oucester Historic District Study Comnittee Final Report, City of G oucester, 1977.
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the proximity of the two offices, and that there are more tax
dollars available from the school district and the town.

Other branches of government might be housed in a
school building. Police and court offices now occupy the Court
Street School in Freehold, New Jersey, and share the building
with a senior citizen organization. In the same state. East
Greenwich converted a 4-room schoolhouse on a main road
into police offices, a courtroom, city offices, and a meeting
room. In New York State, the Rotterdam Police Department
and Judicial Officesnow occupy the former Shelmont School
after a $125,000 renovation.

Severa conversons of schools to offices have been
completed in Georgia. A high school built in Carnesvillein the
1930s which had been used in recent years only for home
economics and socia studies, has been converted into offices
for the superintendent of schools and a branch of the public
library. Another county, Rayburn, moved its school adminis-
tration intoaschool builtin 1954.And inarelated conversion,
White County relocated its education officesinto a residence
that used to be provided for principals.

The county government will manage and be the master
leaseholder for tenantsin an empty school in Goleta, Califor-
nia, that among other useswill house county offices.

Conversions

Converting schoolhouses to recreation centers, senior citizen
centers, museums, arts centers, community colleges, and adult
education programs often makes only minor demands on the
building itself. New plastering, windows, wiring or plumbing, a
wall taken down or put up, and a great deal of paint are the
main physical changes. (But too often even these modest
improvements are not made!) There are also school buildings
that can be completely remodeled to an entirely different use,
such as housing.

One example of this has occurred in Gloucester, Mas-
sachusetts, where the 1889 Central Grammar School is being
turned into publicly assisted housing for people over 55. A



'Tis an ill wind that blows nobody any good

nonprofit corporation, the Gloucester Development Team,
purchased the building from the city for $95,000. The building
can revert to the city in 50 yearsfor just $1, s0, in effect, the
team has leased the building and its grounds for exactly half a
century.

The 5-story building islocated near city hall, two blocks
from the main shopping area and three blocks from the city's
bustling harbor. Its central location, with a limited need for
transportation, is one of the factors that led architects to
think of it as a possible site for senior citizen housing.

Central Grammar Apartments

* Adaptivereuse*
of an 1889
school building

Pat | The Pt
by Peter Anadas

Old buildings are glioatly plvces «nywey
especially schoolhouses. And (his i 5o, |
suspecl. not only lor how t hey do look wher
iheyhaveoftwi been alowed o run domi —
smashed window panes, roofi of broken
slale  but becaCiseol whet Ihey conlainol
Ibf , or what we ourselves kno* or
imagine ol livcd-life lo have occurred
A-ithin their walls, behind Ihe IcirMddin(
red bnck now badly in need of pointing utd
Ihe remaining glass ot windows that showi
1o human face but rather mirror* a pewter

Developer cut back edge of roof of 1889 schoolhouse to make space for
balconies for top floor of apartments.

Reprinted with permission from "North Short ITt" the weekend supplement of Kssex
County Newspapers, Int., May K 194>
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'Tis anill wind that blows nobody any good

Eighty apartments are provided in the school. There is
an elevator, complete security system, individually controlled
heating units, and central garbage compactor system. Each
apartment has one or two bedrooms, and access to private
yard, terrace or balcony. Special accommodations have been
included for the handicapped.

Each apartment will cost between 15 percent and 20
percent less than in a brand new building. The apartments
themselves reflect their schoolhouse origins: high ceilings,
hardwood floors, and wide corridors between apartments, all
features that have made the living quarters unusually attrac-
tive to potential tenants. In addition, the building has a
number of public rooms and ample parking space, and is
tended by aresident manager. Rentals will be about $200 per
month, but tenants will pay according to their means.

Not far from Gloucester, two schoolsin Boston are being
converted to housing for the elderly. The Greater Boston
Community Development Corporation purchased an 1890s

32
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Don't scrap that sctiool

By Judith N. Getzels

Empty public school buildingshave
become amatter of serious concern for
communities aooss the country. The
growing number of unused dess
rooms, caussd by a declining birth
rate and shiftsin residentia patterns,
presents school officials with problems
tiley have never faced before.

A nationa survey of 49 school
digtricts by Richard Andrews of the
University of Washington dows that
dmog three-quarters cite declining
enrollment asthe major factor behind
school closngs. The age of the
building wes afactor in less than half
the closings.

Obvioudy, many sound schodl
buildings ae beng dossd smply
because there ae not enough
students. The chalenge, therefore, is
to decide what to do with usable
buildings that are, for the moment,
congdered surplus. One solution isto
recyde them.

There ae good ressons for saving

Planning

schoal buildings. One is that schodls,
particularly clcmentaty schoadls, often
ae located right in the center of the
community. Moreover, the savings
gained from closing .sthods often are
not ;isgreat & expected. In that Uni-
verdty of Washington study, only a
third of the schodl districts surveyed
concluded that they had saved money
from the dosures, and mogt of them
felt they did not save &s much & wes
projected. Nor have the educational
benefits of having afew large schodls
ingeed of many smal schods been
firmly documented.

Arguments like these suggest that
school  districts faced with declining
enrollments would do well to work for
multiple usess of surplus schod
buildings. Instead of closng the
schools, cities and towns should add
other public savices to existing
sthools That should be the first
possibility consdered in planningfor
the uee of surplus spece

The active life of school buildings ¢
can be lengthened by combining
community services with educationa
functions. lhe neighborhood focus
and resdential location of many
school buildings suggest their shared
ue & centers for svices that ae
pedestrian related: neighborhood
programs for the ederly or vey
young, health clinics, community
meeting rooms.

Some of the savices and facilities
that could go into the sthodls ae
libraries, continuing education pro-
grams, day care centers, hot lunch
programs for the elderly, haobby
groups, vocationa training centers,
and data processing centers.

In Ann Arbor, Michigan, the Mack
Elementary School, a familiar land-
mark, exemplifies imaginative adap-
tation of an existing school for a
combined community and schoadl
program. A new structure wes added
to the old dementary school to
provide a multipurpose center used
cooperatively by the board of educa
tion and the city. The old schoal
building was bought by the city from
the school board for a nominal sum.

Part of the old building is usedfor
svad community purposes. The city
built and operates a swimming pool
in the original structure. It is open to
the public in the evening and sarves
& part of the city's recregtiond pro-
gram. The new building, presently
used for eementary dasses is owned
by the school board. A new gym,
which the city uses in off hours, re-
mains the school board's;, the locker
rooms, however, ac jointly owned.

State support of this concept is
coming into favor. California law
expresdy permits community use of
school property for certain purposes.
Minnesota in 1971 pessed the Com-
munity School Law, which offers
financial assistance to districts
adopting expanded community use of
schools Severd Minnesota cities have
implemented such programs. Atlan-
ta, Georgia; Pontiac, Michigan; and
Arlington, Virginia, have successfully
experimented with combined com-
munity and school programs.

If it is not feasible to maintain the
original school in an existing
building, an dternate educationd
program is often the next-best use In



The Central Grammar School in Glou-
cester, Massachusetts, became the
Central Grammar Apartments (opposite

Westmingter, Colorado, for example,
an old high school wes recyded into
the new Westminger Enrichment
Park, avocational training center con-
taining goacefor an automobile shop,
adult education, community recrea
tion facilities, and arestaurant.

Calleges and universties often look
to existing buildings for expansion.
The town of Commeack in Suffolk
County, New York, became the envy
of Long Idand school administrators
when it sold its Marion Carol High
School to the New York Institute of
Technology for ue & a new campus.
The transaction included an agree
ment to award scholarships to Com-
mack students.

The demand for goece is wide
soread. In SAt Lake City, for
example, the school board found that
the Mountain Bell Telephone Com-
pany was able to uxe an dementary
school for atraining center.

Lacking suitable tenants for shared
programs or dternate educational
programs, some school didtricts lesse
or sl their buildings to other public
agencies. For $800,000 in revenue
sharing funds, the Medina, Ohio,
school district sold an  outmoded
junior high schoal to Medina County
for ue & a county administration
building. The schod board then wes
able to build a new school in another |
areathat was growing rapidly, and the

page) when the building became va-
cant. Surplus schools make excellent
housing (or the elderly because of their

county had a "new" building a less
than the cogt of new construction.

In Huntington, Long Island, on the
other hand, the school district
proposed to give avay its Simpson
Junior High Schoal for atown hall for
a token one dollar. The town had
been shopping for office goece for
Lome time. It is the school board's
belief that keeping the town hall
quartersin itsdistrict will retain other
private busness in the area and thus
maintain  Huntington's tax base
Whether the voters acogpat this ratio-
nde for giving the building avay will
be decided when the issue goes to a
referendum.

When no related educationa or
other public u2 can be found for
sound school buildings, the private
sttor may come to the resxcue
Surplus school  buildings often ae
successfully converted into housing
for the ederly. Paul McGinlcy of
Anderson-Notter Asodaes of Bos
ton, architects for severd successul
sthodl reuse projects, believes that the
residentid location of school build-
ings, with existing urban savicesin
place, makes them particularly suited
for this type of adaptation.

The Gloucester, Massachusetts,
Centrd Grammar Apartments, con-
verted by Anderson-Notter, is a
prototype of such a reuse of surplus
shods in an urban aea "The

central location (note the city hall in the
picture). Above a typical room in the
building, virhich has 80 apartments.

Central Grammar School in Glou-
oeder lay vacant for over three years
before work began to rehabilitate and
convert it to housing," the Massachu-
tts Office of Locd Government Af-
fairs reports. "Before the converson
began, there were many persons who
felt that the building should be torn
down. Yet, today, it is difficult to
find anyone in Gloucester who isun-
happy with the project.”

Only a few blocks avey from the
Centrd Grammar Apartments is the
dte of another former dementary
school, which wes demolished to
meke way for the construction of
housing for the elderly in a
completely new building. Not only
does the converted building provide
more distinctive and spacious apart-
ments than the new building, but
both the cogs and the timeinvolved
in the converdon were far less

The Gloucester project sparked
other school adaptations for housing
for the elderly. The schools committee
in nearby Needham, Massachusdits,
was encouraged to plan for asimilar
reuse of their Stephen Pamer School
after the group visited Gloucester and
sw for itsalf what could be done.

Sevad other New England towns
have completed or ae proceeding
with reuse projects. Bogon and P
body, Massachusetts, and New Britain
and Middletown, Connecticut, ae

November 1976
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working on similar projects.

In Middletown, the city responded
to a citizen committee request that
the Middletown High School building
be spared by rejecting an offer that
would have involved demolishing the
building for a parking lot. The
solicitation of bids for the sde of the
building specified that its historic
features must be preserved in
accordance with the city's wishes

The public sector can take an active
rolein assiging the private developers
of such projects. In Massachusetts, for
example, under the HUD 701
Planning Asigance Program, the
Officeof Locd Assigtance of the date
Department of Community Affairs
helped to prepare the school reuse
plan for the Stephen Pamer School in
Needham.

The MassachusattsHousing Finance
Agency (MHFA) d=o hes been instru-
mental in providing financing for
private developers of school property.
Although many dates have housing
finance agencies, none hes taken such
an ative role in recycling as the
MHFA, which recaves its fundsfrom
The sde of tax-exempt bonds tor
soecific projects.  Unlike the New
York Urban Development Corpora
tion, it does not put up front money

nor at & a developer. Operating
funds come from fees charged to de-
velopers for using the agency's re-
ources, and revenue to pay off the
bonds comesfrom the rental of units.
Acquisition a well & rehabilitation
oods cen be funded through this
source. All the MHFA-financed proj-
ectsrequire a percentage of unitsfor
Ibw-income families.

Finally, surplus schools can be used
for commercid purposes & in
achitect William Downing's mul-
tiple-use plan for saving the DeWitt
High Schoadl in Ithaca, New York. He
designed a succesful new complex
that includes shops, offices, and 49
apartments. The old schoadl library hes
become an degant 1,500-square-foot
unit with three bedrooms and two
baths.

It is Downing's view that planning
departments and schoadl districts often
lack imagination and give up too
eedly when they agreeto sdl apublic
building for demolition. Future tax
returns can more than repay the effort
to S5k new usss

Imaginative tenants aooss the
country ae beginning to recognize
that old schodl buildings can provide
quarters for a variety of uses, from
corporate headquarters to smal busi-

How you can do it in your city, too

Locd govenments cen take a
number of gepsto ensure that public
buildings of al kinds ae given
maximum life through recycling. The
following checklist suggests the kind
of gpproach locd governments could
take:

» Before deciding that an old
building is surplus, make a thorough
feasibility study to consider continued
ue or reuse through renovation.

e Develop and disseminate infor-
mation on new renovation tech-
niques, cods, examples of existing re-
cyded buildings, and firms ex-
perienced in renovation. This infor-
mation can asdg both the city and
potential private developers. An
architectural advisory commission
working with the planning or public
facilities department cen assume this
responsibility.

» Work with building departments
to develop a better understanding of

Planning

the goecid problems involvedin reno-
vating old buildings and help toin-
corporate flexible provisons for re-
cycling into the building code.

* Incorporate a policy for reuse of
good public buildings within the
comprehensve plan. The identifica-
tion of those buildings that must be
sved and the devdopment of plans
for desrable new usss compatible
with future neighborhood develop-
ment must be an ongoing, long-term
program,

» Take afresh look a location of
functions. Condder decentralizing
government offices, relocating them
into old publicly or privately owned
buildings or into a complex of adja
cent buildings.

* Centraize public buildinginfor-
mation by keeping an inventory of
avalable gpace for federa, date,
county, and city agendes including
schools, within the department of

neses |In Dadlas, Texas, the 1833
Cumberland School, an old Victorian
landmark in a downtown location,
was meticuloudly restored as offices for
SEDCO, Inc., an international
drilling and pipeline firm, by the
architectural firm of Burson, Hen-
dricks, and Asodiates, A. H. Pierce,
consulting architects.

Schools have been sold for usss &
divarse @& churches (Des Moines),
antique galleries (Atlanta), and even a
handsome funeral parlor (Geneva,
[llinois). In Boulder, Colorado, His
toric Boulder, Inc., bought and
adapted the Highland School as aday
cae center, dance school, and
women's center.

There is no essy answve to the
adaptation of old school buildings.
Razing sound buildings, however,
should be rgected & wasteful, un-
economic, and destructive of the
urban fabric. Such a course can be
ressged if the whole community
becomes involved either in de
veloping new programs that share
facilities or in finding suitable new
tenants. TJ
An ASPO senior planner. Judith Getzeis currently is
working on astudy of integrating capital improvement
programming with comprehensive planning. Thisarti-

cle is hased on her research for Recycling Public
Buildings. PAS No. 319.

planning or public facilities. When
goece is vacated by one tenant, all
levds of government should be
notified of its availability.

* Integrate school district planning
more dosdy with planning for other
facilities.

» Edablish apolicy that explicitly
supports multiple uses of government
buildings by both the public and the
private sector.

» Develop incentives for recycling
by the private sector. Useful tech
niques include assigance in locating
federa and date subsdy programs,
developing tax abatement programs
and revolving funds, and providing
supportive capital improvement pro-
grams a the locd level.

* Help prepare and support date
and local legislative programs,
including new zoning, historic
district, and landmark preser\ation
ordinances.



CENTRAL GRAMVAR SCHOCOL, d oucester, llA. .. o Se.

Description/History

designed by architect Tristram Coffin and built i n 1889

5-story brick and stone building; 1 major addition

centrally located near city hall, 2 blocks from main shopping
area, 3 blocks from harbor

abandoned 1940

fresexvatigia .Problent;..; \':i';, VIl.y A AT G VA S A RERAY 04
1. disuse of school, econoinic loss for school system
2.. . eventual detprior™tio.ri_,and. pp.ssible. demolition... \,.—.;

Sol utions . ' w " e

1. adapt for another use, .retainingcharacter for aesthetic and
practical reasons

2. lease of purchase of structure by devel oper
.3 capitalizeon building' s assets: high ceilings, wide corridors,

unused space i nbasenent and attic, built-in bookcases, large
o o - ndows, hardwood floors - .

Resul ts

1. G oucester Devel opment Team nonprofit organization, purchased
fromecity, 1974 for $95,000. | n50 years ownership reverts to
city for $1 (iti effect.GOT leasing for $95,000)

2. successful conversion of building into public assisted housing
for those over 55; sold out i n12 days, 100 nov; waiting

3. economcally advantageous touse oldG building (cost $18,500/
unit conpared t o $26,000/unit i nnearby new building Viith |ess
space per unit)

4. success of project encouraged architectural firm of Anderson-
Notter toget involved i nlSsimlar projects

Visuals comng: slides from Paul MG nley of Anderson™\'otter who has

slide showon i ti nsequence of renovation; also film "Backto
School tolLive" comng

Wly use as a case study? Good adaptive reuse project i n which future
occupants had input and vrhich provides vital housing for the
comunity.; also funding received fromalllevels.



CENTRAL GR:AMWR SCHOODL

Introduction

Because of the recent decline i nthe nunber of school-age childrenin

the United States, many ol der school buildings now stand enpty. Archi-
tectural firms, devel opers, and coiranunities, however, have begun to realize
the value of these structures which no |onger serve their

intended wuse. The advantages of reusing these buildings over new construc-
tion has becone nore evident as nmore and nore of the older buildings are

rehabilitated.

Hi story
e successful reuse project that has served as a nodel forothers is the
conversion of Central GQammar School, Gl ouchester, Massachusetts, into

80 apartnments for the elderly.

The 5-story brick and stone building was designed by architect Tristram
Coffin and opened i n 1889; i n 1924 the size of the building was doubl ed.

The school served the coimunity until 1970 when its was closed because

it was no |longer considered functional. Not until after its abandonment
was/\alternative use for the school decided upon. Although suggestions
ranged from a variety of public uses todemolition fora parkinglot, in
1972 a local nonprofit coimunity agency purchased an option onthe

property forreuse as housing forthe elderly. The school's central
location was ideal forresidential use. 1n1974 thecity sold the property

to the Gloucester Devel opment Team Inc., a non-profit housing devel opnent
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corporation, which began to proceed with the conversion. The architectural
firm of Anderson-Notter Associates, Boston, was selected to determ ne which
architectural elements could be retained and where alterations were necessary.

Construction began i nDecenber 1974.

Maj or exterior changes included cutting the roof back along 2 sides to
create attic space fornew duplex units with balconies overlooking the
city and harbor. Unused interior space i ntheattic and basement was

converted into apartments, but wherever possible interior features and
structural elements were retained. These included thew decorridors,

| arge wi ndows, built-in bookcases, hardwood floors, and oak wainscoting.

Core Units

Typical classroonms were converted into one-bedroomunitssubstantially
| arger than those normally found i nhousing for theelderly by grouping
kitchens and baths i na freestanding central core which left existing

walls intact.

Full -scal e mock-ups of the apartments were constructed i n 1973 and
representatives from senior citizen groups were invited to participatein
design evaluation sessions. Because residents over 61 were to be given
housing priority, safety and health features including hydraulic elevators,

health alarms i neach bedroom and bath, and snoke detectors were installed.

In Septenber 1975, the nodel units were opened and within 12 days, al |
units were rented. The first tenants nmoved i ni nmd-COctober, N vacancies

. have occurred since then and there now are 100 names on the waiting |ist.
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The advantage of reusing older buildings canbe illustrated by a comparison
of theCentral Gammar School conversion with construction of a new high-
rise apartment building nearby. The average apartment i nt henew building
is 66%as |large as t heaverage unit at theschool, yet thecost per unit
for constructionwas 12%nore. Also, the newbuilding took 18 monthst o

construct, whereas renovation of theschool took only 210 nonths.

The conversion of Central Gammar School has becone a prototype of what
can be achieved by reusing our abandoned school buildings. The success
of theproject has | ed Anderson-Notter Associates t obecone involvedi n
18 similar projects. As described by George Notter, Al A, by converting
surplus buildings into residential and commercial uses thefirmis "turninga
structural surplus tohuman service, thereby heightening theidentity of

pl aces where people live and work."
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Recycling
'non-usable’

Old schools, factories :
beconne apartnnents

A By Thomas Watterson
Saff writer of The Christian Science Monitor
Gloucester, Mass

In 195, Grace McGinley taught busness coursss a
Gloucester High Schoadl. A few years after e lefttoteachin
ancther town, Gloucester High became Centrd Grammar.
Schoal.

Now, Miss McGinley is retired, back in' Gloucester, and
living in the same building shetaught indyearsago. : *

Her former schoohouse hes become a centrally located
goatment building for the elderly — complete with extra-
wide hdls, high ceilings, and — for the people in Gloucester — -
the satisfaction of having saved an old building and put |tto
good, economic ue

MissMcGinley's new home is one of sverd od bwldmgsm
the Bogton areaithat are no longer suitable for their original,
purposss, but are being "recycled” fornew uses <

In Pesbody, the former A. C. Lawrence Legther Compary
— three buildings, two factory structures, and a mansion built
in 184 — hes become a complex of 284 gpartments for the
elderly, some of which have rent subsdies.

In Needham, the town meeting recently voted to eermark
the former Stephen PaAmer Elementary Schoal for a housing
project, dso for the elderly. A group known as the Siephen
Pamer Sudy Committee hes been autliorized to find and
work with adeveloper to cginpl*i~ project smilar to the one-

Many surplus schools « .
"There are alot of surplus schodls around"” that could be
usd for housing, says Paul McGinley, an architect with
Anderson Notter Assodaes in Bogon. This firm hes been
« activein restoring old buildings for new usesthroughout the
Northeast.

It was a Mr. MchIeyssuggemon thet MissMcGinley /r;
his aunt — moved into the former schoohouse Se weas
reluctant to move out of a building she hed lived infor many
years, she says, but is hgopy she did. "This is a beautiful
place, very modern," she says of her former place of
employment. | fee ssfehere.”

Miss McGinley is one of two former Gloucester High
teachersliving in the old schoolhouse. Edna Rundquist joined
the faculty in 1921 — three years after she received her high
schoal diplomafrom the same schoal.

Also retired. Miss Rundquigt recently moved to her new

' The reeson old buildings have an goped for new uses is
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» Photos by Pele Main, staff photographer
Former Gloucester High School, former Central Grammar School, new apartment house . V.\ AN 7

apartment from abuilding on the outskirts of Gloucester. The  bring about a greater interest in older, more historic

goatment is "very, very nice” se says "I'm quitee downtowns, he says.

satisfied.” Mr. Lawrences bdief in the economic worth of old

An economic appeal buildings is supported by a comparison of codts between the
Central Grammear Schodl project in Gloucester and an dl-new

y h|ghr|seapatment building for theelderly being built a few

mainly economic, says Peter Lawrence of the Harvard ' ,\plod<saNay

Gra:luae&:md of Desgn.
"1t mekes sengeto U exigting buildings” Mr. Lavrence J 1 here &€ S"apartmentsin the former schoolhouse SYS

% Curt Noyes of the Gloucester Devdopment Team. The project
sad. 'With the rising cods of labor and materids for i
congtruction, he explained, the use of older buildings is: ~ ‘]{gﬂ“gged a a oot of 1482350 and hes 72300 souere
gaining acogptance throughout the country. ' - . i

While he does not yet s a growing interest on the part of » , 1he new gpartment building, according to John Sheedy of
locdl officialsin shifting housing and services beck into the . the Gloucester Housing Avtthority, hes 97 units and is being
centersof their citiesand towns, Mr. Lawrence does see more gfu"t a acost of $£2216712. 1t aso contains 72300 square fex
caution toward the building of shopping centers. This may Tmhecxﬂ per spuare foot of the school project i $2045 whil
thesamefigurefor the high-riseis $3053

Also, Mr. Noyes says, the average sze of the gpartmentsin
the schodl i? about 800 square feet. The gpartments in the
newer building have 456 square feet, Mr. Sheedy says.

Finally, while 57,/ square feet (or 7 percent) of the
schoal is rentable space, 4413 square feet (or 61 percent) o
the goacein the new building is rentable. Nonrentable space
indludes lobby, hdls, dairs, devators, and service and
mechanicd areas, Mr. Noyes explained.
Sturdy structures needed

Ore possible drawback to using older bqumgs isthat once
the project begins, unforessen structural or mechanica
defects often crop up, says Joy Conway, sookesvomen for th
Massachusetts Housing Finance Agency, which has provided
money for severd such projects throughout the state.

"Each structure you gpproach for rehabilitation is going to
present itsown surprises,” she said. Se recdled one former
factory where contractors expected to use the original floors
but, upon doser examination, found them rotten.

Ancther reeson factories and schoals are useful for housing
Mr. McGinley says, is their location. He points out that in

casssin New England, mills were built neer rivers or
ponds and the rest of the town grew up around them.

Also, he says, structures such as the lesther company in
Pesbody were well built and a leest have outer shdlls that
will gand for sometime.

While the Pegbody renovation required replacement of all
new mechanicad systems, Mr. McGinley said, "recognizing
the architectura integrity" of the building was the mgjor
consderavon Inltsrehabilitation. A
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