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1. Name of Property
historic name Herb old she imer, Daniel & Sarah, Ranch________________________________ 
other names/site number NEHBS # CNOO-45______________________ ___

2. Location
street & number na jia not for publication
city, town Potter |X vicinity
state Nebraska code NE county Chevenne code zip code 69156

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
fxl private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property 
1 1 building(s) 
IYI district 
CD site

structure 
1 1 object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing

6

8

Noncontributing 
2 buildings

____ sites 
6 structures

____ objects 
8 Total

Name of related multiple property listing:
na

Number of contributing resources previously
0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
UU nomination [HI request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property Kj meets LJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. LjSee continuation sheet.

MM-L '~^> £/ /tffi/y'^D'l-^' 02/20/90
Signature of certifying official 

Director, Nebraska State Historical Society
State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property LJ meets LJdoes not meet the National

Signature of commenting or other official

State or Federal agency and bureau

Register criteria. LJ See continuation sheet.

Date

5. National Park Service Certification «w*. nr^ in the
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

I- /

[entered in the National Register.
[ | See continuation sheet, 

(determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

O determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) ___________

Rational Heglsl

of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Renter categories from-iriistructions)
Domes tic/Single; Dwelling ,,„. _ j______
Domestic/Secondary Structure ; ______
Agriculture/Agricu'lt.uraiy. Outbuilding 
Agriculture/Storage______________

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/Single Dwelling __________
Domestic/Secondary Structure ________
Agriculture/Agricultural Outbuilding 
Agriculture/Storage______________

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Other: Stone

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation 
walls __

limestone
limestone
log

roof shingle 
other ______

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Daniel and Sarah Herboldsheimer Ranch, located in Cheyenne 
County, represents an excellent example of an early Nebraska ranch 
utilizing stone building material and technology in the High Plains 
region of the state. The ranch still retains the majority of 
representative buildings and structures used in the stock raising 
and wheat growing operations of the Herboldsheimer family beginning 
in the 1880's. The ranch includes two dwellings, the c. 1905 
limestone house, and the c. 1888-1900 log and limestone house. 
The large stone barn is situated east of the main dwelling and the 
remaining outbuildings are arranged in an ell-shaped manner. The 
property also includes a stone corral built by Herboldsheimer in 
1900. The nomination consists of eight contributing resources: 
six buildings, one structure, and one object; and eight non- 
contributing resources: two buildings and six structures. 
Structural and historical integrity is uniformly high for all 
contributing resources. The property continues to be occupied and 
operated for agricultural purposes.

The Herboldsheimer Ranch is located approximately nine miles 
northeast of Potter, a small town (1989 population: 369) in 
Cheyenne County. Cheyenne County is located in the High Plains 
region in the extreme western part of Nebraska, which geographi­ 
cally supports grain and livestock production. The region is 
characterized by flat-lying land which is composed of sandstone of 
stream-deposited silt, sand, clay and gravel overlain with loess. 
Native vegetation is Buffalo grass (short grass) prairie. 
Lodgepole Creek and the South Platte River transect the region from 
west to east. Cheyenne County, one of the largest counties in the 
state, boasted a huge cattle industry for many years until it 
experienced a collapse of that business in favor of wheat farming.

The Herboldsheimer Ranch is a striking assemblage of late 
nineteenth and early twentieth century agricultural architecture, 
noted for its use of limestone in the construction of the majority 
of buildings in the ranch group. Architectural distinction is 
noted for individual resources as well as for the complex as a 
whole.

[j_j See continuation sheet
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The ranch is a relatively compact group of buildings effi­ 
ciently arranged in an ell-shaped manner. Located north of the 
public road and oriented south and east, the ranch is divided into 
domestic and agricultural areas by a lane which runs north-south. 
The domestic functions are located west of the lane, and to the 
south is the front yard. Agricultural storage and animal facility 
areas are situated east of the lane in a north-to-south pattern, 
with the stone milk house serving as the north terminus and the 
large stone barn serving as the major south terminus. The 
waterworks area, directly east of the lane, originally included the 
reservoir, windmill, and well (see site plan). Only the well 
remains today. Landscape features on the property include only a 
small number of deciduous trees along the lane (see site plan), and 
shrub plantings around the main dwelling.

The main ranch group is situated on the original 160 acre 
homestead obtained by Daniel Herboldsheimer in September 1888 from 
the Union Pacific Railway Company. This nomination comprises a 
four acre tract of land that contains all of the representative 
buildings and structures in the ranch complex. Because the 
property is being submitted under Criterion "C", only that parcel 
of land that contains the architecturally significant resources is 
being nominated. The inventory of principal buildings, structures 
and objects follows, beginning with those resources that con­ 
tribute, and followed by those that do not, with their numbers 
corresponding to the accompanying site plan.

Contributing Buildings

1. Stone house (photos 1, 4, 5) built c. 1905, one story with 
loft, square, 11 x 11.5 meters (36' x 37'G"), native limestone, 
rock faced ashlar, wood shingled truncated hip roof with gabled 
wall dormers, cellar, double hung windows with one-over-one pane 
arrangement, stone lintel hoods and lugsills, porch addition on 
east facade, main level consists of four rooms, loft contains four 
rooms, presently serves as main dwelling house.

2. Log and stone house (photos 1, 2, 3) built c. 1888-1900, one 
story, rectangular, 9 x 12.5 meters (29'6" x 41'), wood shingle 
gable roof with rear shed addition, house built in various 
construction stages, original dwelling hewn log with chinks and
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one-half dovetail notching (c. 1888), with second construction 
episode utilizing smooth-faced rubble stone, single-pen addition, 
east side of log (1895), date stone inscribed with "HA 1895 R9" is 
set above main entry door, and third construction episode utilizing 
rock-faced ashlar stone wrap-around addition, three room, shed wing 
and west gable extension (c.1900), square window openings on all 
facades, frame window surrounds, stone lintels, additional entry 
on east facade, house converted to carriage shed after 1905 stone 
house built, now used for agricultural storage.

3. Stone barn (photos 6, 7, 8) built 1898, rectangular, 10 x 20 
meters (32'9" x 65'6"), native limestone, smooth ashlar walls, 
present wood shingle gambrel roof rebuilt in 1921 with frame 
cupola, one-story extension built c. 1921, square, 8.5 x 8.5 meters 
(27'9" x 27'9"), west smooth-faced rubble stone wall originally 
part of the stone corral, stuccoed, east and south walls frame, 
wood shingle gable roof.

4. Stone milk house (photos 1, 6, 10) built 1888, one-story, 
rectangular, 3.5 x 4 meters (11'6" x 13'), native limestone, north 
wall is rubble stone, east, south, west walls are smooth ashlar, 
wood shingle gable roof with stepped parapet wall on south facade, 
gable entry.

5. Stone granary (photos 1, 6, 7, 9) built c. 1900, one-story, 
square, 4x4 meters (13' x 13'), native limestone, rock-faced 
ashlar, wood shingle gable roof with parapet walls.

6. Chicken house (photos 1, 11) built c. 1920, frame, rectan­ 
gular, 3x5 meters (9'9" x 16'4"), shed roof.

Contributing Structure

7. Stone corral (photos 1, 6, 9, 12, 13) built 1900, native 
limestone, smooth-faced rubble stone, walls approximately 2' thick, 
8' high, wooden gate, loading chute.

Contributing Object

8. Stone hitching post (photo 3), built 1890's, limestone.
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Non-Contributing Buildings and Structures

9. Machine shed (photo 11, background) large metal quonset 
building.

10-15. Granaries (photos 1, 3, 4, 6, 12) contemporary metal 
granaries.

16. Shed (photos 1 , 4) small frame storage building, rectangular 
plan, gable roof.

The Herboldsheimer's first house was constructed of sod (no 
longer extant). The majority of stone buildings originally 
utilized pole and sod material for roof construction. In 1898, 
Herboldsheimer excavated a reservoir eight feet deep and lined it 
with the limestone. Originally located west of the windmill (see 
site plan), the stone walls were demolished and the reservoir was 
filled in around 1946. Building remnants of a farrowing house (see 
site plan) are included on the property, but are not counted in 
this nomination due to loss of integrity.

Integrity is uniformly high for all contributing buildings and 
structures. Although minor modifications have been made to the 
dwellings, especially in the interior spaces, structural and 
historical integrity of the ranch complex, as a whole, is pre­ 
served .

The property, although no longer occupied by descendents of 
the Herboldsheimers, continues to be occupied and operated for 
agricultural purposes.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

: n nationally OG statewide I I locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I IA I IB fx"l C I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I JA I IB I Ic I ID I IE I |p I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture_____________________ c.1888-1921_________ c. 1888-1921

Cultural Affiliation
na

Significant Person Architect/Builder
na________ ___ Herboldsheimer, Daniel

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Daniel and Sarah Herboldsheimer Ranch is architecturally 
significant (Criterion "C") on a state-wide level, as a well- 
preserved example of an early Nebraska ranch. The property is 
important for its associations with folk building traditions in 
that it reflects the availability of materials and technology 
utilized by an early settler in the establishment and development 
of a ranch in the High Plains region of western Nebraska. 
Herboldsheimer, the son of German immigrants, utilized locally 
available materials, namely stone, to construct the majority of 
buildings in the ranch complex. The period of significance is 
derived from the original construction date of the earliest ranch 
building (1888), through significant later additions (1921), 
inclusive of all construction dates for contributing ranch 
buildings and structures.

Daniel Herboldsheimer, son of German immigrants Barthalamews 
Sabastian Herboldsheimer and Barbara Pfieghardt Herboldshiemer, was 
born in Cookstown, Pennsylvania on November 2, 1857. Daniel was 
known to family and friends as Dan Heimer, using his full name only 
on legal transactions. His family later moved to Guttenburg, Iowa. 
In 1878, Herboldsheimer homesteaded near Kenesaw, west of Hastings, 
Nebraska and married Sarah Alice Segraves on January 1, 1880. In 
September 1888 Herboldsheimer purchased a quarter section of land 
northeast of Potter in Cheyenne County from the Union Pacific 
Railway Company for the sum of $402.00. The 1900 census listed his 
occupation as a farmer. According to local histories, he raised 
livestock in the early years of the ranch operation, but later 
turned to wheat growing. Herboldsheimer died November 27, 1945 and 
was buried in the Potter cemetery.

See continuation sheet
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Previous documentation on file (NFS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
Q designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # __________________________ 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
f~l State historic preservation office 
l~n Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
n Other 
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _4 acres

UTM References 
A Iii3l IfiUia

Zone Easting

C I . I I I .

i0
Northing

i i i i

Zone Easting

Dl . I I I .

I__I
Northing

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The property is described as a square tract.of land commencing at a point at the 
extreme southwest corner of the southwest quarter of Section 7, Township 15 North, 
Range 51 West, thence running North 417.5 feet, thence east 417.5 feet, thence 
south 417.5 feet, thence west 417.5 to the point of beginning, a rural legal
description in Cheyenne County, Nebraska. , ,

I_I See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes that parcel of land that has historically been associated with 
the property and which contains all architecturally significant buildings and 
structures in the ranch complex.

continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Joni Gilkerson, Architectural Historian
organization Nebraska State Historical Society
street & number 1500 R Street
city or town Lincoln

date T)prpmber 3 1QSQ
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state Nebraska zip code 68 SOI
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Because of the scarcity of timber in "treeless" counties such 
as Cheyenne, the most readily available construction material was 
sod. Its use was widespread by early settlers who set up home­ 
steads on the prairie lands, and needed basic shelter. As families 
became better established, some of them desired more substantial 
dwelling houses constructed of permanent materials, such as log or 
stone. Limestone outcroppings, located along Lodgepole Creek and 
its tributaries, provided a source of building material and found 
favor with settlers in Cheyenne County.

The Herboldsheimer ranch house illustrates the chronology of 
this housing pattern: their first home, a soddy, was replaced 
following construction of the log dwelling (c. 1888). That same 
year, Herboldsheimer began building with the locally available 
limestone. The closest source was over five miles south at Point 
of Rocks, so the burdensome task of quarrying and hauling the stone 
was necessary before he could begin construction. The stone was 
also used in later additions to the log dwelling and in construc­ 
tion of the main dwelling house. Stone was also used in construct­ 
ing the barn, most of the outbuildings, and the corral.

Architecturally significant, the Herboldsheimer Ranch 
represents an excellent example of a Nebraska ranch, retaining the 
majority of buildings used in the stock raising and wheat farming 
operations of the Herboldsheimer family beginning in the 1880's. 
The ranch buildings are important for their associations with folk 
building traditions. Herboldsheimer, the son of German immigrants, 
utilized his own masonry skills and readily available materials, 
namely limestone, to construct his buildings. The most notable 
building on the ranch is the one-story log and stone dwelling. The 
house was built in various construction stages. The original house 
was log (c. 1888), with later construction episodes utilizing 
smooth-faced rubble stone (1895) and rock-faced ashlar stone (c. 
1900).

In Nebraska the house stands as an important product of folk 
architecture. These folk houses were strongly influenced by 
geography, and constructed of materials found in the proximity of 
the building site. In many cases, the native materials were
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quarried and prepared tay the builders themselves. Because of the 
availability of building materials from one locale to another, as 
well as building traditions settlers brought with them, the 
structure and form of these folk houses varies from region to 
region (McAlester, 1984, p. 63). The Herboldsheimer house remains 
today as a product of folk building traditions in Nebraska; it 
reflects the availability of native limestone as building material 
in the High Plains region, and illustrates the building skills used 
by an early settler in the preparation and treatment of the stone.

The 1984 Nebraska Historic Buildings Survey (NEHBS) of 
Cheyenne County identified five similar ranch properties which 
utilized stone construction for the majority of buildings. They 
include the Gunderson Homestead (NEHBS # CN00-5), the William 
Kidney Homestead (CN00-13), the F.W.'Krueger, Jr. Ranch (CN00-31), 
the Adams Ranch (CN00-32), and the Herboldsheimer Ranch. For the 
most part, stone construction was found in the valley area along 
the major stream, Lodgepole Creek, which runs east-west through the 
county. At the time of the survey, the integrity of these ranch 
groupings, for the most part, was poor, with many buildings 
abandoned and in deteriorated condition. The Herboldsheimer Ranch 
exhibits a high degree of integrity and in comparison to other 
surveyed ranch properties, contains a concentration of stone 
buildings and structures in its agricultural group.

On a regional level, the Herboldsheimer property represents 
one of the best examples of a stone ranch complex. Cheyenne 
county, in comparison to other counties in the High Plains region, 
contains a large number of agricultural complexes utilizing stone 
construction for the majority of buildings. Although stone 
construction was identified in other counties, these properties 
were generally cases in which only single stone buildings were 
recorded, either as part of a larger ranch complex or as the only 
surviving structure of a rural grouping. The Herboldsheimer ranch 
gains further importance due to the survival of the stone corral. 
Constructed of smooth-faced rubblestone, the corral represents an 
excellent example of a stone wall system found in a ranch complex. 
Although remnants of stone corrals have been identified through the 
NEHBS, none compare to the nature and condition of the Herbolds­ 
heimer corral.
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To date., twelve Nebraska farms or ranches have been listed in 
the National Register: the Thomas Majors Farmstead (NEHBS #NH09~ 
10), the Retzlaff Farmstead (LC00-22), the Peter Peterson Farmstead 
(LC00-21) and the Kehlbeck Farmstead (CC00-36), all located in the 
Southeast Region of the state; the Knoell-Bang Farmstead (DD00-50) 
and the Zavadil Farmstead (CD00-9), Northeast region; the Jeffery 
Farmstead (YK00-2), and the Pisar Farmstead (SA00-3), Central 
Plains region; the George Gather Farmstead (WT00-13) and the 
Pavelka Farmstead (WT00-104), Republican Valley region, the VJarner 
Ranch (BN00-29), Scotts Bluff region; and the Spade Ranch (SH00- 
30), Pine Ridge region. The Herboldsheimer Ranch is the first 
agricultural property to be nominated in the High Plans region of 
Nebraslca.

Today, the property represents an important Nebraska ranch 
type in that it reflects the availability of materials and 
technology utilized by an early settler in the establishment and 
development of a ranch in the High Plains region of western 
Nebraska. The ranch type is associated with the agricultural 
context: High Plains Cash Grain and Livestock Production. Further 
development of this historic context and ranch type will occur as 
the NESHPO continues its research and historic buildings survey.
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Historic Functions

Agriculture/Agricultural Field 
Agriculture/Animal Facility

Current Functions

Agriculture/Agricultural Field 
Agriculture/Animal Facility
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