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DESCF‘BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Epping Forest is an jmpressive stuccoed structure built
in the eclectic SpanishrMediterranean style which was popular
in Florida in the 1920's and 30's. The house occupies a
prominent place amidst beautifully landscaped grounds and it
has a commanding view of the St. John's River. There are
extensive docking facilities in the river in addition to a
large boathouse. Other structures located on the grounds
include a five-car garage with servants quarters above, a
pumphouse and a guest house. Elaborate fountains, walkways
and railings are found throughout the terraced gardens.

\ All buildings are constructed in like manner, with stucco
exteriors and barrel tile roofs. The plan of the main house
is an elongated rectangle with the main halls running north-
south. \ The first story contains large living and dining rooms,
library, porches and extensive food preparation quarters and
pantries. On the second floor are the bedrooms, each with its
own bath.

The exterior of the building has an abundance of surface
ornamentation such as is found in the Spanish Plateresque
style. «The main facade is embellished with heraldic devices
and bas relief decoration. Windows are haphazardly placed and
in some cases protected by iron grilles. A square tower is
the focal point of the main facadeh. It houses the main entrancel
which actually takes the form of a portal. Spiral columns on
bases flank the doors and support a hood mould with heraldic
motif below. At the tower's midpoint a blind ogee arch frames
two round arched windows which are glazed. The tower is
pierced at the top by triple ogee arches occurring on all four
sides. The upper one third of the tower is defined by wide
cornice mouldings which wrap like bands about it. Wrought iron
lanterns hang on either side of the doorway. The double doors
are heavy hand carved wood with the tympanum above being filled
with a wrought iron grille. To the left and right of the tower
a pavilion projects from the wings. This portion of the building
is embellished with a small balcony with iron railing, French
doors flanked by columns, heraldic motifs and a round window
with tracery.

XThe interior of the house is as elaborately designed/g‘T?gT?x

the exterior. Massive ceiling beams, tile fireplace surxounds |
and a marble hall and staircase add to the grandeur of, the - 50

structure. A portion of the duPont art collection is t‘lia'f-
kept in the house as well as the original furnishingsﬁgg FEBS
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Epping Forest was designed for Alfred I. duPont in 1927
by Harold Saxelbye, a prominent Jacksonville architect. The
house was built at the time of Mr. duPont's marriage to Jessie
Dew Ball, and was occupied by them until the time of their
respective deaths. The plans and drawing for the house are
currently in the possession of Saxelbye, Powell and Roberts,
Architects.

Alfred Irenee duPont was born May 12, 1864, the great-
great-grandson of Pierre Samuel duPont de Nemours, the French
statesman and founder of a distinguished American family, and
great-grandson of Eleuthere Irenee who established the powder
mill which grew into one of the largest explosives companies
in the world. Alfred attended the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and subsequently entered the family's powder works.
After thoroughly learning the process for the production of
explosives he applied his mechanical ingenuity to the improve-
ment of the machinery and processes employed. In 1890 he
purchased a tenth interest in E. I. duPont de Nemours and Co.
and when the business was incorporated in 1899 he was elected
a director of the company. His interest having extended
beyond the explosives industry, duPont withdrew from its
management in 1915 after having greatly increased the company's
assets.

During the depression, Alfred I. duPont brought new en-
terprise to Florida.WNAfter many vacationvisits to the State,
he established his legal residence here in 1926. At the time
there were many valuable properties available to large inves-
tors at fairly low prices. 1In 1926, duPont bought hugh
quantities of timberland in West Florida which became the basis
for the present St. Joe Paper Company. In addition, he acquired
control of the Florida National Bank in Jacksonville and in
1929 he became the principal owner of a group of Florida banks.
In 1930 when "the banking structure of the state was tottering
on the edge of near ruin", duPont had the resources to protect
his banks from the crisis\ duPont's entry into the banking
field was seen by many as a cause for economic upturn in the
State. During this period, he was one of the largest single
investors in Florida real estate and he is credited with
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Diane D. Greer, Historic Sites Specialist

ORGANIZATION DATE
Division of Archives, History, & Records Mgt. August, 1972
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Department of State, The Capitol

CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Tallahassee Florida 12

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
of this nomination is:
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having increased property values inFlorida by many millions of
dollars.

During Mr. duPont's later life he was involved with many
projects of a philanthropic nature. He gave vast sums of money
for the care and treatment of crippled children. Alfred I. duPont
died at Epping Forest on April 29, 19A5.
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