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Tomn Worces ter
Address 8 Dix Street
Historic Nane Jonn Riordan Three-

Decker
Phato (3'x3" or 3"x5-, black and . .
white) Indicate address of Use Present residentia;
property an back of photo. _ . :
Staple to left side of for. Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date 888

SourceWorcester House Directorv
Style  Queen "Anne

Architect unknown
Sketch Mgp: Draw mp showing property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Hall Fabricwood clapboard and
geographical features. Indicate all buildings shingle
betwean inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings "o0"e

inter section(s).
Indicate north

Major Alterations (with dates) porch

See attached map. balustrade replaced

Condition  good

Moved Date
Acreage less than 1/4 acre
Setting Urban late 19th century,

multi-family residential neighborhood,
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NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The John Riordan Three-Decker possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. |t i ssignificant
as arare survival of theearliest phase of local three-decker devel opment
in themulti-family, working-class and m ddle-class residential neighborhood

that developed northwest of downtown Worcester i nthelate 19th century. | t
is also one of thefewwell-preserved exanples of theearliest local phase
of Queen Anne three-decker design, unusual i nmany of itsdetails. The

Riordan Three-Decker thus nmeets criteria A and C of t heNational Register of
Historic Places on thelocal Ilevel.

ARCH TECTURAL ST GNFI CANCE  Describe inportant archltectural features andeval uate in ternms of
other buildings within the coranunity.

Architecturally, 8 Di xStreet i sa remarkably well-preserved exanple of the
first, experimental phase of local Queen Anne three-decker design. \Wiile the
house has t hecharacteristic side-hall plan and hip roof, it also features
several elements that were not widely used i nthebuilding boom of t he 1890s.
Oh theasymmetrical main facade, t hesingle-story entry porch i ssupported by
unusual |y heavy, bevelled posts with soi:.d brackets. The entry i sflanked by
a projecting, three-story square bay wi ndow, rather than t hesubsequently nore
popul ar, angled bay wi ndow. A large, square three-story w ndow bay i salso
located on t heside wall. Large, decorative corner brackets are located i n
the roof cornice overhang. The house i sclad i nwood clapboard, with a
shingle band between t hesecond and third stories on themain facade.

HSTCR CAL SIGN FI CANCE Explain the role owners played i nlocal or state history and how the
building relates t ot hedevel opnent of t he conaunity.

Built by 1888, theRiordan Three-Decker was part of an early Irish, working-
class, residential district that was located northwest of downtown Worcester,
within easy wal king distance of central city businesses and factories.

The Di x-Wachusett Street area was one of t heearliest, pre-electric streetcar,
three-decker residential areas t odevelop i nthecity, and i t appearsto
have attracted a group of white-collar and skilled blue-collar residents.

The first known owner of 8 Di x Street was John Riordan, a bookeeper, who
lived here. Tenants i n1888included GW Chamberlin, a woodturner; Edward
Chamberlin, a clerk; and CH Goodell, a stenographer. Riordan continued

to own t hehouse through 1900, when residents included A V.B. Cutter, a
nickel plater; John Phelon, a carpenter; and B.A Witconmb, aprovisions
merchant. By 1910, t hehouse was owned by Peter Martin, a machinist, and
the Martin famly continued tolive here through thenext two decades.
Tenants over this period included John Staff, a stage carpenter, who lived
here i n1910; and Ross Stuart, a printer, who resided here through the 1920s.
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