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AREA 

DEC 2 6 J989  

FORM NO. 

1686 

Town Worces t e r 

Address 8 Dix St ree t 

Historic Nane Jonn Riordan Three-

Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a ; 

Original r e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ^888 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r v 

Style Queen "Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Hall FabricWood clapboard and  

Outbuildings "o"e 
sh ingle 

Major Alterations (with dates) porch 
ba lus t rade replaced 

Condition good 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Urban l a t e 19th cen tury , 

m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, 

UTM REFERENCE 19/2 68750/4 6832 90 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 19! 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The John Riordan Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
as a rare s u r v i v a l of the e a r l i e s t phase of l o c a l three-decker development 
i n the multi-fam.ily, working-class and middle-class r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood 
that developed northwest of downtown Worcester i n the l a t e 19th century. I t 
is also one of the few well-preserved examples of the e a r l i e s t l o c a l phase 
of Queen Anne three-decker design, unusual i n many of i t s d e t a i l s . The 
Riordan Three-Decker thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the Na t i o n a l Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places on the l o c a l l e v e l . 
ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the coramunity. * 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 8 Dix Street i s a remarkably well-preserved example of the 
f i r s t , experimental phase of l o c a l Queen Anne three-decker design. While the 
house has the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s i d e - h a l l plan and hip r o o f , i t also features 
several elements t h a t were not wi d e l y used i n the b u i l d i n g boom of the 1890s. 
On the asymmetrical main facade, the s i n g l e - s t o r y entry porch i s supported by 
unusually heavy, bevelled posts w i t h soi:.d brackets. The e n t r y i s flanked by 
a p r o j e c t i n g , t h r e e - s t o r y square bay window, r a t h e r than the subsequently more 
popular, angled bay window. A l a r g e , square t h r e e - s t o r y window bay i s also 
located on the side w a l l . Large, decorative corner brackets are located i n 
the roof cornice overhang. The house i s clad i n wood clapboard, w i t h a 
shingle band between the second and t h i r d s t o r i e s on the main facade. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comaunity. 

B u i l t by 1888, the Riordan Three-Decker was part of an e a r l y I r i s h , working-
class, r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t that was located northwest of downtown Worcester, 
w i t h i n easy walking distance of c e n t r a l c i t y businesses and f a c t o r i e s . 
The Dix-Wachusett Street area was one of the e a r l i e s t , p r e - e l e c t r i c s t r e e t c a r , 
three-decker r e s i d e n t i a l areas to develop i n the c i t y , and i t appears to 
have a t t r a c t e d a group of w h i t e - c o l l a r and s k i l l e d b l u e - c o l l a r r e s i d e n t s . 
The f i r s t known owner of 8 Dix Street was John Riordan, a bookeeper, who 
l i v e d here. Tenants i n 1888 included G.W. Chamberlin, a woodturner; Edward 
Chamberlin, a c l e r k ; and C.H. Goodell, a stenographer. Riordan continued 
to own the house through 1900, when residents included A.V.B. Cutter, a 
n i c k e l p l a t e r ; John Phelon, a carpenter; and B.A. Whitcomb, a pro v i s i o n s 
merchant. By 1910, the house was owned by Peter M a r t i n , a machinist, and 
the Martin f a m i l y continued to l i v e here through the next two decades. 
Tenants over t h i s p e riod included John S t a f f , a stage carpenter, who l i v e d 
here i n 1910; and Ross Stu a r t , a p r i n t e r , who resided here through the 1920s. 
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