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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

UTM: A 19/315340/4633190 
B 19/315660/4632280 
C 19/315360/4632130 
D 19/315000/4633150 

Recorded by V. H. Adams 

Organization Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Coimnission 

Date August 1981 

Town Rehoboth 

Address 13 Gorham Street 

'1/ 
H i s t o r i c Name '̂ ^̂  Anawaji Club Clubhouse 

Use: Present private club 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1898 

Source T i l t o n 1918: 396-397 

Style log cabin 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric cedar logs 

Outbuildings none 

Major alterations (with dates) none 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 50 acres (with #75)  

Setting w e l l o f f road on the edge of 

Bad Luck Reservoir, surrounded by 

woodland 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe ii^^ortant architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the coinmunity.j ^ ' 

The Anawan Club consists of two major buildings, the Clubhouse (1898) and the 
Caretaker's House (#75) (ca. 1750-1770) sited on 28 of the o r i g i n a l 200 acres 
purchased by the Club. The wooded parcel runs along the western shore of Warren 
Upper Reservoir. ,, 

The Anawan Club Clubhouse i s a unique and outstanding l o c a l example from t h i s period 
of the vernacular log cabin form common to hunting and logging camps of northern New 
England. In plan, the one-story main portion contains a single large room with two 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or stat̂ °̂̂ ^̂ '̂ "̂ '̂ ,̂  
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The Anawan Club was chartered i n 1898 by a group of Rhode Island businessmen who 
purchased 200 acres of woodland, including Bad Luck Reservoir (Warren Upper Reservoir) 
for t h e i r recreational hunting and social organization. Membership was l i m i t e d to 
f o r t y and terms of admission were s t r i c t . The club has been i n continuous operation 
since i t s founding, counting among i t s members many prominent Rehoboth c i t i z e n s . 
Successive presidents from 1898-1918 were William R. Randall, George S. Baker, 
William H. Sweetland, Frederick Hoard, and Fenner Peckham. Throughout i t s history 
the club has maintained i t s o r i g i n a l land around the reservoir as woodland, thus 
contributing to the preservation of Rehoboth's h i s t o r i c landscape. 

The Anawan Club stands as a l o c a l l y unique and in t a c t h i s t o r i c a r c h i t e c t u r a l type 
which retains i t s o r i g i n a l r u r a l s e t t i n g , r e f l e c t s both social ideals and perceptions 
of Rehoboth as a semi-wilderness at the turn of the 20th century, and contributes 
substantially to the preservation of that c t i l t u r a l landscape. Thus, the Anawan Club 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of Historic Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name o£ publication, author, date and publisher) 

T i l t o n , George. A History of Rehoboth, Massachusetts. Boston, Mass. 1918. 

lOM - 7/82 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Canmunity: 

Rehoboth 

Form No: 

214 

Property Name:̂ ^̂  Anawan Club 
Clubhouse 

Indicate each item on inventory form v*iich is being continued below. 

Architectural Significance (Continued) 

massive fieldstone exterior end chimneys; a small service e l l extends to the rear 
end and a porch across the fro n t d i r e c t l y overlooks Bad Luck Reservoir. I t 
is constructed of cedar logs cut from an adjacent swamp and hewn by hand. In 
addition to i t s primary a r c h i t e c t u r a l importance, the Anawan Club Clubhouse 
stands as the only known loc a l precedent for log cabin residental architecture 
currently popular i n Rehoboth. 

Staple to Inventory form at bott om 



FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. 

75 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

i T e r r y d i d d l e 

X£^. 
A' KELTON Vpper Jieservoi^ 

97 e d 

on. 

J 

t i o n 

UTM: A 19/315340/4633190 
B 19/315660/4632280 
C 19/315360/4632130 
D 19/315000/4633150 

Recorded by Leslie C. Abernathy. I l l 

OrganizationRehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Da^^April 1976 

' Town Rehoboth 
I 
I Address 15 Gorham Street 

I His t o r i c Name Anawan Club Caretaker's 

House 

Use: Present residence 

Original same 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1760 

Source ar c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l 

Style Georgian 

Architect tmknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings several nondescript small 

20th century sheds 

Major alterations (with dates) 

none 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 50 (with #214) 

Setting 50 feet from Gorham Street: 

wooded r u r a l context 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

A modest one-story cottage, following the t r a d i t i o n a l five-bay center chimney plan, 
the Anawan Club Caretaker's House i s a well-preserved example of t h i s vernacular 
form. I t retains the bulk of i t s o r i g i n a l exterior and i n t e r i o r features, including 
period fireplace panelling, doors and hardware. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

The early history of t h i s house i s not known, although i t may have been b u i l t by 
a member of the Kelton family who owned much of theland i n t h i s v i c i n i t y during 
the 18th century. I t was purchased by the Anawan Club i n 1898 (see form #214) 
for use as a caretaker's house and has functioned as such ever since. 

As an unaltered example of simple Georgian period cottage and an i n t e g r a l building 
i n the Anawan Club holdings, the Caretaker's House meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the 
National Register of Hist o r i c Places i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

' BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

lOM - 7/82 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

dnr-11 

Name Rehoboth Multiple Resource Area 
State Massachusetts 

Nomination/Type of Review 

1, Rehoboth Village H i s t o r i c 
D i s t r i c t 

Attest 

2. Allen, Elisha, House Entered In the 
Hatlonal ReglBter 

3.( Anawan Club Caretaker's 
\ House 

4.1 Anawam Club Clubhouse '^'^ Q . j i _ 

National Begleter 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

^'^i^eper 

5. Anawan Rock 

6. Baker House 

Entered In the 
Mational Hegleter 

Entered In the 
ifatlonal Regleter 

7 Bliss, Abiah, House Entered Ji. lus. 
National Begleter 

g_ Bl i s s , Daniel, Homestead Entered i n til© 
National Eegleter 

q Bowen, Nathan, House -r.̂ . ^ . 
Entered In tlie 
National Register 

10. Bramble H i l l Entered in tiie 
National Register 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

/deeper 

Attest 

eeper 

Attest 

^ e e p er 

Attest 
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1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classif ication 

4. Ownof of Property 

5. Location of Logal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
aitarations/intagrity 
datas 
boundarv s«i«ction 



8. S ign i f i canc e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable criteria 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
justification of exception 
other 

9 . I^ajor Bib l iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 
Aoaag* o< iwnitnaM prapwiy 

UMT KatorancM 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S t a t e Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
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13. Other 
Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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TOWN OF R£HOBOTH 

J A M U W. ^CWAiU. C O ^ » A M Y OCU T 

15 Gorham Street 
Anawan Club Caretakers House 
(form 75) Town of Rehoboth 
Property Map 1978 
scale 1"=200' 
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000292 


