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AREA FORM NO.
214

Town Rehoboth
Address 13 Gorham Street

Historic Nanme ‘N"\Anav\ajlllldub C ubhouse

Use:  Present private club
Original sane
DESCR PTI O\
Dat e 1898

Source Tilton 1918: 396-397
Style | og cabin
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric cedar |ogs

Qut bui l dings none

Major alterations (with dates) none

Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage 50 acres (with#75)

Setting well off road ont heedgeof
Bad Luck Reservoir, surrounded by

wood| and

sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL S GNH CANCE  (Describe ii™ortant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingswthin the coinmnity.] A

The Anawan Club consists of twomajor buildings, theC ubhouse (1898) and t he
Caretaker's House (#75) (ca. 1750-1770) sited on 28 of theoriginal 200 acres
purchased by t heClub. The wooded parcel runs along t he western shore of Warren
Upper Reservoir. .

The Anawan Club O ubhouse i sa unique and outstanding local exanple from this period
of thevernacular log cabin form common t ohunting and | ogging canps of northern New
England. | nplan, theone-story main portion contains a single large roomwithtwo

HSTARCAL SGNHCANE (Explain the role owners played inlocal or sta™MeVWANANA
history and howthe buildingrelates t othe devel opnent of the community.)

The Anawan Club was chartered i n1898 by a group of Rhode Island busi nessmen who
purchased 200 acres of woodl and, including Bad Luck Reservoir (Warren Upper Reservoir)
for their recreational hunting and social organization. Menbership was |imtedto
forty andterms of adm ssion were strict. The club has been i ncontinuous operation
since itsfounding, counting anmong it snenbers many prom nent Rehoboth citizens.
Successive presidents from 1898-1918 were Wlliam R Randall, George S Baker,
Wlliam H Sweetland, Frederick Hoard, and Fenner Peckham Throughout it s history

the club has mintained itsoriginal land around thereservoir as woodl and, thus
contributing tothepreservation of Rehoboth's historic |andscape.

The Anawan Club stands as a locally unique and intact historic architectural type
which retains itsoriginal rural setting, reflects both social ideals and perceptions
of Rehoboth as a sem -wilderness at theturn of the20th century, andcontributes
substantially tothepreservation of that ctiltural l|andscape. Thus, the Anawan Cl ub
nmeets criteria A and C of t heNational Register of Historic Places individually.

B B G3RAFHY and/ or REFERENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Tilton, George. AHistory of Rehoboth, Massachusetts. Boston, Mass. 1918.
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| NVENTARY FORM GONT NUATI OGN SHEET Cannuni ty: Form No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSION Rehobot h 214
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane ™ Anawan d ub
Cl ubhouse

Indicate each item on inventory form v*iich is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (Continued)

massive fieldstone exterior end chimeys; a small serviceell extends totherear
end and a porch across thefront directly overlooks BadLuck Reservoir. |l t

is constructed of cedar logs cut from an adjacent swanp and hewn by hand. I n
addition toits primary architectural inportance, theAnawan Club Cl ubhouse

stands astheonly known |ocal precedent for |og cabin residental architecture
currently popular i nRehoboth.

Staple tolnventory form at bott(Jm
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Recorded by Leslie C Abernathy. [I]]
Organi zati onRehoboth Historical Conmi ssion

Da"April 1976

(Staple additional

AREA FORM NO.
75

Town Rehobot h

Address 15 Gorham Street

Historic Nane Anawan Cl ub Caretaker's

House
Use: Present residence
Original sane
DESCR PTI ON

Date ca. 1760
Source architectural detail
Style Georgi an
Architect  tnknown
Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Qut bui | di ngs several nondescript small
20th century sheds

Major alterations (with dates)

none

Moved Dat e

no
Approx. acreage 50 (with #214)

Setting 50 feet from Gorham Street:

wooded rural context

sheets here)



ARH TECTURAL. S GNH GANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate interns of other buildingswthin the comunity.)

A nmodest one-story cottage, following thetraditional five-bay center chimey plan,
the Anawan Club Caretaker's House i sa well-preserved exanple of this vernacul ar
form |tretains thebulk of itsoriginal exterior and interior features, including
period fireplace panelling, doors and hardware.

HSTORCAL SGNHCANE (Explainthe role owers played inlocal or state
history and howthe building relates to the devel opment of the commnity.)

The early history of this house is not known, although i t nay have been built by
a nenber of theKelton fam |y who owned nuch of theland i nthis vicinity during
the 18th century. | twas purchased by t heAnawan Club i n 1898 (seeform #214)
for use as a caretaker's house and has functioned as such ever since

As an unaltered exanple of sinple Georgian period cottage and an integral building
in theAnawan Club holdings, theCaretaker's House nmeets criteria A and C of t he
National Register of Historic Places individually

" B BUGEFPHY and/ or REFEHRENES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
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