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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Very little is known of the original appearance of the individual kilns. 
Accurate construction dates cannot be assigned to any of the kilns on the 
site. Research references, though descriptive at times refer to groups of 
company owned kilns, no longer identifiable (or even surviving.) 
This site lies at the head of Rockport Harbor. This was the scene in days past 
of heavy industry and shipping. This site is on the water front. Wharf areas 
have been filled in and graded in recent years. On a portion of the filled 
in area a fish processing plant was built, but this enterprise is now closed. 
The buildings are being removed. Sejj^nJLj^JoJ^^
Two kilns are in good condition, one of which has a smoke stack still attache 1 
fair condition. These two kilns have received maintenance and restoration 
work, liree of the remaining five are in fair condition, and they could be res 
The Lime Burning Industry has seen many innovations and technical changes. 
Many changes were pioneered on this site. The first kilns were constructed 
from field stone and were lined with fire brick. They were £Lced--w4tfo~kili 
wood*—Ia,tirae the^use^of-coal and coal gas replaced the kilnwpod fufel. Coal 
led to the development of iron kilns. All vestiges of the iron kilns are 
gone (sold for scrap). The seven kilns that remain are of the older, but not 
the oldest of the field stone and brick type of construction. 
Fires have devastated this industrial site on several occasions in times past 
The last such fire occurred in July of 1907. This spelled the end of the 
lime burning on this site. For many years the site remained unoccupied. 
This site will be clear of all structures when the fish plant removal is 
completed.
The Friends of Rockport Harbor Trust, who now own this site, are planning a 
dual purpose project in the creation of a park.
Historical recognition of the Lime Industry will be represented by the 
restoration of five of the kilns. Materials taken from the remaining two 
will be used in the restoration. Interpretive signs and a museum will be 
erected. The State Park and Recreation Commission's Division of Waterways, 
working with matching funds from the Department of Commerce's Economic 
Development Administration will provide a boat launching access and automobil 
parking facility. This project will improve the aesthetic appearance of thi 
potentially beautiful harbor.
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The history of the lime industry in the State of Maine is of local, state, 
national and even of international importance. For over a century, Maine 
lime, produced for use as mortar and finishing plaster, dominated New York 
and other east coast markets. Almost all of Maine's lime was produced in 
the Knox County towns of Thomaston, Rockland, Rockport and Camden. Aside 
from water-filled quarries, almost all physical evidence of this once flour­ 
ishing industry has disappeared. A major, and fortunate, exception to this 
generalization is the existence of several, relatively well preserved kilns 
located on the shore of Rockport Harbor near the mouth of the Goose River. 
The first kiln built in Knox County was erected on the land of Samuel Waldo 
in 1?33« This kiln was located nearly opposite where the state prison at 
Thomaston now stands. A major impetus to the lime industry was provided by 
Major-General Henry Knox, a member of Washington's Cabinet. Lime burned in 
his kilns was sent from Thomaston by sea to Boston and other Massachusetts 
markets. In 181? a cargo of three hundred casks of Camden lime was-.shipped 
to Washington and was used in building the Capitol. Rockport at that time 
was a part of Camden. 
Prior to the Civil War, most lime kilns were built of stone and used wood for 
fuel. Kilnwood was at first cut by local farmers in their spare time and 
carted to the kilns. As the local supply dwindled, vessels were employed to 
bring wood from the Penobscot Bay islands and ports further to the east. 
One of the exciting chapters of the industry's history involves the unique 
craft, the Johnny Woodboat, that first appeared in large numbers in the 
1880's and 1890's. These Canadian vessels, loaded with kilnwood, often fillsd 
Rockport Harbor. The local customs district, which included Rockport, was 
the fourth largest in the nation at one time in the nineteenth century. Only- 
New York, Philadelphia and New Orleans recorded more arrivals and depart­ 
ures. A fleet of several hundred lime schooners was needed to transport the 
product as far south as New Orleans.
The Nash Cooper Shop was recently dedicated at Old Sturbridge Village, 
Massachusetts. A gift of Mrs. Arthur H. Brown of Waldoboro, Maine, the shop 
represents another important branch of the lime industry, the making of 
lime casks. If a branch of the industry is recognized as being worthy of 
historic recognition, certainly the preservation of lime kilns, the very 
functioning heart of the industry, should receive similar consideration. 
A map of Rockport published in 18?5> shows the location of eight lime kilns. 
The kiln of Jotham Shepherd was located near the site being offered to the 
Commission for consideration. In,1889 there were fourteen kilns in operatic:i 
at Rockport: Carleton, Norwoooyand Company (£), S. E. and Hy/£. Shepherd (3)
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G. F. Burgess and Company (2), J. H. Eell£ (1), and 0. P. Shepherd (1). Rockpo:'t f s 
G. E. Carleton was one of the first manufacturers in the nation to experiment 
with burning lime with coal. His process was eventually patented in 1889 and 
was adapted for use in other states, especially Ohio.
The McKinely and Wilson Tariff Acts contained high protective duties on lime fo 
the sole purpose of protecting Maine manufacturers from Canadian competition. 
Rockport's H, L. Shepherd went to Washington to lobby for this duty. Here was 
national recognition of the importance of a local industry. 
Knox County kiln-builders were constantly in demand outside
the environs of their own state. Most of the kilns in Saint John, New Brunswic 
were built by Maine masons, as were those at Lime Ridge outside Montreal. Knox 
County manufacturers made use of their skills in firms they were associated wit 
in Virginia, Missouri and California.
Knox County kilns were capable of producing over 2,000,000 casks of lime annually 
in the 1880's and 1890 f s. Although the bulk of this total was manufactured in 
the neighboring city of Rockland, some of the most efficient kilns were those 
located at Rockport. Also, one of the highest quality limes, the famous 
"Jacobs Lime", was burned in the kilns of the Rockport firm, Carleton, Norwood 
and Company. Both Rockland and Rockport parties received patents for improved 
kiln designs. /
In 1900, the Rockland-Rockpo/t Lime Company was capitalized at $2,000,000, 
among the properties it acquired were Rockport's famous Limerock Railroad, 
built to bring rock from the inland quarries to the kilns at the shore, and the 
entire lime manufacturing property of S, E. and H. L. Shepherd Company, the thi 
largest manufacturer of lime in the county. In face of increasing competition 
from other lime producing states and the introduction of new building materials 
in the twentieth century, the Knox County kilns closed down one by one. Where 
Jotham Shepherd once piled his kilnwood, a fish plant was erected. Through the 
efforts of a handful of dedicated Maine citizens an important historic site has 
been rescued, temporarily, from oblivion. The property containing the lime 
kilns at Rockport, Maine, deserves to be preserved both as state and national 
historic sites.



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)

STATE

Maine
COUNTY

Knox
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Number all entries) 7 TOOOJ

The efforts of Ambrose C. Cramer, State AIA Liaison Officer with 
Historic Buildings Survey, National Park Service, and Charter Member 
and Architectural Consultant to the Advisory Committee on Historic Sites 
to the State Park and Recreation Commission have been instrumental in the 
development of the concepts for this project.

It was Mr. Cramer f s application that led to this nomination for the 
Rockport Historic Kiln Area.
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