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1. Name of Property 
historic name N n r t . h R p r k P f V i l L ^ n P Hi<:-^n>^ir O i g t r i V t 
Other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number M,Tjr| H i ' i n and Pleasant S t rpo ts M f j j not for publication 

city, town BerkP t M fi\ 1 vicinity 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Berksh i re code 003' zip code 01223 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

fx"! private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

[ T l district 

I I site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 

12 buildings 

2 sites 

. structures 

.objects 

Total 

-L 

_LB. 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

m 
Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register _ Q 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the propertyJXJ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 

Executive Director, 
Date 

lassach'jsetts H is tor ica l Comission; 
State or Federal agency and bureau Stats His tor ic Preservation Of f icer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 

• See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 
• other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use North Becket Villaoe Historic District. Becket. Msssachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Donestic/sinole dwelling 
Conwerce/Trade/qeneral store 
Education/school 
Relicion/relicious structure 
Industry/manufacturino 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Donestic/sinale dwelling 
Conperce/Trade/oeneral store 
Education/"! ibrarv 
Reliqiop/religious structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek R e v i v a l 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

b r i c k , s t one 
wood 

roof _ 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The rJorth Becket Village Historic District is a 40-acre area in the northeast 
comer of the town of Becket i n east-central Berkshire county. I t is located 
in a valley formed by the confluence of Yokum Brook suid the West Branch of the 
Westfield River, and surrounded on the north, west, and south by h i l l s . Ihe 
d i s t r i c t is conposed primarily of residences, but also includes a significant 
grouping of ecclesiastical and civic buildings, and extends along the primary 
north-south corridor formed by Main and High Streets. 

Ihe d i s t r i c t contains 47 buildir^s, of wnich 35 contribute to i t s architectural 
cmd historic integrity. Hie vast majority date to the twenty-year period 
after the 1841 construction of the Westem, later Boston and Albany, Railroad 
through the north of the town. After that date new construction shifted away 
from the town's center, and from the village of West Becket, as industry, 
coamerce, social, educational, and religious activities clustered at the newly 
important site. Ihe surviving buildings are, therefore, constructed in Greek 
Revival fonn and ornament. 

Tne only major alteration to the village came in 1927 when the dam at the 
Claflin-Wheeler reservoir broke, flooding the Yokum Brook area east of Main 
Street. Destroyed in the flood were the primary industrial establishments of 
the Village, the Berkshire and Becket Silk M i l l , the Ballon Grist M i l l , and 
the W. D. Ballou Basket Works, as well as tnree residences and a store. A 
deep gully 300 feet wide and 30 feet deep was cut during the flood. Two small 
parks were tnen established along Main Street adjacent to the gully. Ihe 
di s t r i c t contains one contributing site, the ruins of the s i l k m i l l and two 
noncontributing sites, the parks along Main Street, located on the sites of 
the mills. Ihe number of intrusions is small, consisting of buildings 
constructed after the flood, including nine buildings and tnree garages 
adjacent or behind contributing properties. 

fy~l See continuation sheet 
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Ihe residential buildings f a l l iato two broad fonnal categories. In the f i r s t 
group, the rectangular, gable-roofed block of the house is oriented to present 
i t s long axis to the street and the facade is of five bays synmetrically 
arranged around the center entry. Both small single-story and large two-story 
examples survive. Interior plans include both central-chimney New England and 
double-chimney Georgian varieties. The oldest house, and the only one to 
predate the railroad, is the Jenkin-Tobin-Davis House on Pleasant Street (map 
number 30), dating to 1830, two stories under a garret with end chimneys and 
simple entablature entry. Related exanples include the Dr. Combs House on 
Main St. (map number 130) with double interior chimneys, and the Prentice 
House on Prentice Place (map number 43) of ca. 1860, a double house of six 
bays with centrally located twin entries. Slightly smaller examples are a 
story and a half in height with small windows under the eaves co light the 
garret. The best-pre ŝ r̂ved exaxnple is the Eames Molineaux House on Pligh 
Street (map nimber 13), built ca. 1860. Related examples include the 
(Congregational Parsonage on Brooker H i l l Road (map number 85) of 1850, owned 
by local builder Lansford While, and the Long House on High Street (map number 
8) of ca. 1850. Becket House on Main Street (map number 91) was originally in 
this form before i t s modemizaiton by J. B. Colt, a sumner resident, in 1898; 
i t is now Colonial Revival in style. 

Ihe more numerous category in the d i s t r i c t is the gable front form, closely 
associated with the Greek Revival style. Very popular in the Conraonwealth 
during the second quarter of the nineteenth century, this house type presents 
i t s gable end to the street in imitation of tertple forms. Its facade is three 
bays in width with a side entry and usually anploys a side passage plan. In 
North Becket there are several large exanples of this form, rising two stories 
in height and often adding a lateral gabled e l l to the gable front block and 
recessed entry and piazzas with columns. Ihe most ambitious house is the 
Stanley House on Main Street (map nui±>er 88) of ca. 1850, which adds two 
lateral ells to the gabled block and recessed entry and piazzas with columns. 
Ihe Baptist Parsonage on Maple Street (map nunber 34) of ca. 1850, is a large 
cross-gable form, and the Higley House on .*-lain Street (map number 154) of 
ca. 1855, is four rather than three bays in width. Houses with single lateral 
ells include the iJjcCormick House on Main St. (map number 131) and the 
H. Coreliea White House on Pleasant Street, (map number 27) that served as the 
Atheneum building between 1928 and 1964. The best exanples of the sirnple 
gable front are the Gheeseman and Norcott liouses on ^4ain Street (map numbers 
90 and 134). 

continued 
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Tne d i s t r i c t also includes three inportant institutional buildings. The 
Baptists were the f i r s t group in the town to anticipate the reorientation of 
the town to the depot. In 1844, they built their new Baptist Meetinghouse on 
lAdin Street (map nunber 129), a gable front forni with paired entries and 
square tower with belfry on the roof ridge above. Its Greek Revival ornament 
includes a pediment treatment of i t s gable end, and pilasters and entablatures 
at the entries. Soon a new Congregational Society was formed and the North 
Congregational Nteetinghouse was b u i l t in 1850, on Main Street (map number 
87). This was similarly gable front and Greek Revival, with a center entry 
with pillasters and entablature, a sinple treatment of the gable end but a 
more elaborate pillastered belfry that once rose to a steeple. The Seminary 
1^11 of 1855, is the d i s t r i c t ' s largest and most elaborate building, on 
Brooker H i l l Road (map number 86). The 2 1/2-story gable block has a 
full-height gabled entry porch on i t s long wall facade. Ihe building is f u l l y 
decorated with Greek entablatures at comice and openir^s, enploys pediment 
treatment at each gable end, pilasters at each comer, and adds a pilastered 
and cross-gabled belfry atop the porch. 

Unfortunately, few structures relating to the economic l i f e of the community 
survived the flood of 1927. Ihe I-Iigley Apothecary Shop on Pleasant Street 
(map nunber 31) of 1857, shares the familiar gable front fonn and sinple Greek 
Revival central entry. Only a single stmcture remains of the basket 
industry, the Basket Shop Shed on Prentice Place (map number 42) of ca. 1860, 
a small gable roofed, single story stmcture now converted to a residence. 

continued 



Mes.fm ^0^O^ O"* *ai*om MO iol*ooit 

United States Department of the Interior J ' ^ . : : 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

North Becket Village Historic District 
Section number 7 Page _ ^ Massachusetts 

Archaeology 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, or in the 
general area, sites may be present. ITie physical characteristics of the 
property, floodplain, and well-drained terraces at the confluence of Depot 
Brook, West Branch Westfield River, and Yokum Brook, may have made this a 
favorable area for native subsistence and settlement activities. Given the 
low density of prehistoric settlement in this area of ?.lassachusetts, the 
liklihood of significant survivals within the d i s t r i c t is probable low. 
Regional and local significance might result from sites found in this area and 
their possible associations with other sites to the west in New York or 
eastward to the Connecticut Valley. 

Ihere is significant historical archaeological potential within the d i s t r i c t . 
Archaeological testing and selective excavation may help to detennine whether 
or not outbuildings or occupational features (trash pits, privies, and wells) 
exist associated with Early to Late Industrial residential homes and 
institutional stmctures within the d i s t r i c t . Analysis of historic 
archaeological remains can provide detailed information on the changing 
social, cultural, eind economic pattems that characterized l i f e in a mid-19th-
to 20th-century mral village. Similar research may also indicate whether or 
not survivals exist from the town's early settlanent, which dates to the 
Colonial period, from which l i t t l e survives. 



8'. Statement of Significance Kort'n 3ecket V i l l ^ne Histor ic D i s t r i c t . Racket, M.ic;qarhnc:ptt«; 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide [XI locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [XjA H H B [ X ] C I |D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I I B I Ic I ID I IE I IF I IG 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architect j i re I«.^n-1Q?7 1«41 
Connerce Conmunity Developnent 
Industry 
Transpor ta t i on Cultural Affiliation 

'lUA 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
^ fi/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

Ihe North Becket Village Historic District is a well- preserved linear village 
conposed primarily of mid-nineteenth-century residences and institutional 
buildings. I t retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling. North Becket Village expanded after the arrival of 
the railroad and became the focus of the town's economic, social, and cultural 
activities during the middle of the nineteenth century. The surviving 
buildings were constmcted primarily during the twenty-year period following 
the opening of the Western, later Boston and Albany Railroad in 1841, and 
represents a significant clustering of the Greek Revival style in a variety of 
forms. North Becket Village Historic District thus meets Criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places at the local level. 

The town of Becket was one of four townships established by the Massachusetts 
General Court between the Connecticut and Housatonic Rivers in 1735. Known 
originally sinply as "number four" the original grant measured approximately 
eight by four miies. Permanent settlement was not accottplished u n t i l 1755, 
but the town grew rapidly, incorporated in 1765, and expanding in size to 751 
by 1790. Ihe comnunity was served by two churches, both centrally located in 
Becket Center, a Stemding Order Cor^regational Church as required by law 
formed in 1755 and a Baptist cnurch formed in 1764. L i t t l e lauid was suitable 
for cultivation so settlers focused on raising cattle and lumbering, and the 
resulting settlement pattem was dispersed. 

IXiring the early years of the nineteenth century prosperity and economic 
development led to the proliferation of small craft shops and manufactories 
along waterways, and the r^^ortn Becket area was no exception. The economy 
continued to rely on lumber and wood products from tne heavily wooded area. 
Sawmills were constmcted on the town streams, and charcoal burning was a 
significant industry. In the nortnem part of tne town, bowl turners were 
particularly comnon. Within the f-Jorth Becket area, Reuben S»nith constmcted a 
saw mill ca. 1820, and subsequently added carding, dressing, and wood turning 
operations. Assisting in the marketing of the increased production was the 

[xH See continuation sheet 
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improvement of the transportation network as turnpikes were constmcted 
throughout the town between 1800 and 1803. In 1823 the North Becket area was 
surveyed as a possible location for the Poontoosuck Turnpike, but i t was 
located in Middlefield to the northeast instead. 

In 1841, however. North Becket's tum came. When the Western Railroad was to 
be extended from Springfield to Albany, the Poontoosuck lUrnpike right of way 
was considered to be the best route through the region, and so was purchased. 
Resistance from Middlefield farmers led to a rerouting of the railway, 
however, and the West Branch Westfield River corridor was substituted, 
bringing the railroad to the town and development to the North Becket area. 
Ihe east-west corridor, formed by the West Branch Westfield River and the 
railroad, and the north-south corridor, formed by the Yokum Brook axxl primary 
artery tlirough the town, intersect and a crossroad village rapidly grew. 

During the 1840s, economic interests saw the advantage of the location and 
processing plants clustered along the eastem bank of Yokim Brook below i t s 
confluence with the West Branch. Ihe largest of these were tanneries, f i r s t 
established by William Barnard of -Amherst in 1841. Ihis operation was 
purchased and expanded by William Claflin and J. W. Vftieeler in 1848, and 
through the third quarter of the century tanneries were operated at the 
Yokum-̂ rVest Branch confluence within the d i s t r i c t and just south of the 
di s t r i c t on Yokum Brook. Ihe tanning process required large quantities of 
hemlock bark and the operation thrived u n t i l the material became scarce and 
tne businesses closed in the 1880s. 

Institutional and residential development followed in the wake of inproved 
transportation and increased economic opportunity. In 1844, when the Baptist 
Society decided to build their third meetinghouse, they relocated as well, 
anticipating the reorientation of the town to North Becket. In 1849, a North 
Becket Congregational Society was formed eind a meetinghouse constmcted the 
next year. In 1855, recognizing the importance of the village, the town built 
i t s large graded school here. Seminary Ifeill. A l l three of these cluster at 
the intersection of Brooker H i l l Road and iMain Street on the west side of the 
road and overlooking the brook. Residential construction similarly focused on 
the west side of the north-south corridor along Main and High Streets, and to 
the north along Pleasant Street. 

continued 

i O 
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In spite of the depletion of the hemlock bark supply, wood products continued 
to dominate the economy. Saw and turning m i l l s continued to operate on the 
Yokum Brook and pounded ash basketmaking was added. Beginning i n 1880, f i r s t 
black, and when that became scarce, white ash, were pounded by hand, molded, 
and woven into baskets ranging i n size from one peck to 116 bushels. Hersey 
T. Tower f i r s t developed the process and la t e r developed a trip-hammerlike 
machine to mechanize the process. The Ballou family l a t e r took over the 
business, adding to t h e i r longterm saw and g r i s t m i l l i n g operations. The 
small-scale t e x t i l e industry expanded during the 1880s with the establishment 
of s i l k braid manufacturies, i n 1885, by Samuel Smith of New York. Like the 
ea r l i e r tanneries and the basketries, several small factories were b u i l t on 
the east bank of the Yokum Branch, and many local women found employment there. 
The Becket Silk M i l l was a t h r i v i n g industry and employed over eighty people. 
In the 1920s, A. B. Collingbourne M i l l s of I l l i n o i s took over ownership and 
the m i l l continued to thrive u n t i l the flood of 1927. One week af t e r the flood, 
the m i l l burned to the ground and was never r e b u i l t . The s i l k industry was 
not revived and a l l that v i s u a l l y remains is the concrete foundation of the 
m i l l . Like other Berkshire County towns, the area became a popular summer 
resort during the 1880s. V i s i t o r s f i r s t boarded with local families, then 
stayed at the C l a f l i n House af t e r 1878. Some v i s i t o r s bought homes for longer 
stays and increasingly named t h e i r houses and estates. Depletion of the 
forest resources continued and population decline began i n the town as a whole 
in 1860, and i n the v i l l a g e a f t e r 1900. 

The flood of 1927 abruptly terminated many of the v i l l a g e businesses whose 
plants were destroyed or severely damaged and never replaced. South of the 
d i s t r i c t , the C l a f l i n and Wheeler Co. had created a 50-acre reservoir that was 
severely deteriorating. On the fourth of November the retaining walls f a i l e d , 
emptying into the Yokum Brook, overflowing i t s banks, and destroying many 
buildings i n i t s path before reaching the West Branch. The Silk M i l l s and 
Ballou M i l l s were primarily destroyed as were three residences and a substantial 
segment of the ra i l r o a d bed, and a deep chasm was l e f t on the east side of 
Main Street. The small buildings constructed just a f t e r the flood were located 
here as were two parks on the former m i l l s i t e s . In 1940, The C l a f l i n House 
was removed and the Colonial Revival consolidated school b u i l t i n i t s place. 
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Pri See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
f x l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 
Massachusetts Historical (Dciiinissicn 

10. Gieographical Data 
Acreage of property 40 acre'; 

UTM References 

Zone Easting 

M i l , 

J L 
Northing 

L l I I J L 

B L 
Zone 

D L J J 

L_L 
Easting 

J L _L _L 

J L 

Northing 

I I I I 

lY l See continuation sheet 

J L 

J L 

Vert>al Boundary Description 

see assessors Map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The bounds of the nominated d i s t r i c t include the historic core of the village 
of .North Becket prior to the flood of 1927. The village's north/south 
linear orientation along a valley's path is found elsewhere in the region 
and reflects the impact of the topography of the Berkshire Hills on patterns 
of settlement. Rear lot lines define the d i s t r i c t in a l l cases. 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title C l a i r e Of?nps?v (MHC) " ' i t h -chp leci^.f*- 4 i s t o * ' i r o " ! C n - ^ ' 5 s 1 on 
organization ML^ss.qchi.'sotts H i ' ^ t o r i - ^ r i l Co rn i s s i on 
street & number Rnyl <:ron stre^-^ 'r 
city or town Boston 

.date .I l ly 1^87 

. telephone ( ^ l ? ) y?7.r<i7a _ _ _ 

. state MasGa-huso t t t ;— zip code H Z l l i . 
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Archer, Cathaline et als., A Bicentennial History of Becket, 
Eagle Printing 5 Binding Co., P i t t s f i e l d , IM, 1965, 1965. 

Caiild, Hamilton, County Gazeteer and Directory, .Berkshire County, 
Massachusetts, 1725 to 1685. 

Cook, Frederick W., Historical Data Relating to Counties, 
Cities and Towns in Massachusetts, 1918. 

Holland, Joseph Gilbert, History of Westem Massachusetts, 
Samuel Bowles 5 Co., 1856. 

McCormick, Esther, Becket, Plantation ffo. 4, 1930. 
Microfilm of Becket Town S Church Records, recorded in 1958. 
Snow, H. Cerelia, A Geneological Record of the Town of Becket, 

a manuscript at Becket Athenaeum. 
Wood, Frederick J., The Tbrnpikes of New Engleuid, 1919. 
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Map# MHC# His to r ic Name Street Address 
Date of 
Cons t rue t i on Style Resource/Status 

92 31 Jonathan W. Wheeler House 

91 32 J. B. Colt/Becket House 
Barn 

90 33 Cheeseman House 

88 33a Stanley House and Barn 

85 43 Congregational Parsonage 

87 34 North Congregational 
Church/At heneum 

86 35 Seminary Hall/Arts Center 

129 36 Becket Baptist/ Federated 

Church 

130 37 Dr. Combs House 

131 44 McCormick House 

132 45 Miss Church's Barn 
A 46 Frank Prentice House and 

Garage 

133 47 Bidwell House 

134 48 Norcott House 

154 49a Higley House 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Brooker H i l l Road 

Main Street 

Brooker H i l l Road 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

P4ain Street 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1850 
1898 

1845 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1850 

1850 

1855 

1844 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1850 

1927 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1855 

Greek Revival C/B 

Colonial Revival C/B 
C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival 2C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival C/D 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

n/a C/B 

Bungalow 2NC/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 

Greek Revival C/B 
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Date of 
Map# MHC# Historic Name Street Address Construction Style Resource/Status 

B 40e U.S.Post Office Main Street 1927 Modern NC/B 

C 49b Raymond's Store Main Street 1927 Modern NC/B 

45 Becket Silk M i l l Site Main Street 1912 n/a C/Si 

D Ballou Park 
World War I Monument 
World War I I Monument 
Vietnam War Flag Pole 

fvlain Street 1935 

1985 

n/a NC/Si 
3NC/0 

43 46 Prentice House Prentice Place 1860 Greek Revival C/B 

42 52 Basket Shop Shed Prentice Place ca. 1860 Colonial C/B 

E 53 Becket Consolidated School Maple Street 1939 Colonial Revival NC/B 

39 54 Willis Ik)use Maple Street ca. 1580 Greek Revival C/B 

34 55 Baptist Parsonage Maple Street 1850 Greek Revival C/B 

32 Bidwell Park Main Street 1929 n/a NC/Si 

31 40c Higley Apothecary Shop Pleasant Street 1857 Greek Revival C/B 

28 64 Wright-Barnes House Pleasant Street ca. 1889 n/a C/B 

27 40a H. Cerelia Snow Ik)use Pleasant Street ca. 1860 Greek Revival C/B 

30 40d Jennings-Tobin-Davis House Pleasant Street 1830 Greek Revival C/B 

F Railroad Overpass High Street 1939 n/a NC/St 

1 
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Date of 
Map# MHC# Historic Name 

G 56 Ariel Raymond House and 
Garage 

H 57 Phil Raymond House 
and Garage 

9 58 S. W. Taylor House and 
Garage 

8 40b The Long liouse and 
Garage 

13 59 Eames-Molineaux Ibuse and 
Garage 

14 60 Pomeroy-Spencer House and 

Barns 

29 61 Rogers House 

26 62 McCarthy House 
25 63 Messenger Homestead 

and Barn 

Key 
C contributing 
NC....noncontributing 

B bui Iding 
St....structure 
S i . . . . s i t e 
O object 

Street Address 
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6. Function or Use North Becket Village Historic r)i«;trirt̂  Rprirat Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/single dwelling 
Comnerce/Trade/qeneral store 
Education/school 
Religion/religious structure 
Industry/manufacturing 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
D o n e s t i c / s i n g l e dwe l l i ng 

Cqmerce/Trade/qenera l s to re 
E d u c a t i o n / l i b r a r y 
Religion/religious structure 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Greek Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls wood 

b r i c k , stone 

aspha l t 
roof _ 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The North Becket Village Historic District is a 40-acre area in the northeast 
corner of the town of Becket in east-central Berkshire county. I t is located 
in a valley formed by the confluence of Yokum Brook and the West Branch of the 
Westfield River, and surrounded on the north, west, and south by hills. The 
district is composed primarily of residences, but also includes a significant 
grouping of ecclesiastical and civic buildings, and extends along the primary 
north-south corridor formed by Main and High Streets. 

The district contains 47 buildings, of which 35 contribute to its architectural 
and historic integrity. The vast majority date to the twenty-year period 
after the 1841 construction of the Western, later Boston and Albany, Railroad 
through the north of the town. After that date new construction shifted away 
from the town's center, and from the village of West Becket, as industry, 
commerce, social, educational, and religious activities clustered at the newly 
important site. The surviving buildings are, therefore, constructed in Greek 
Revival form and ornament. 

The only major alteration to the village came in 1927 when the dam at the 
Claflin-Wheeler reservoir broke, flooding the Yokum Brook area east of Main 
Street. Destroyed in the flood were the primary industrial establishments of 
the Village, the Berkshire and Becket Silk Mill, the Ballou Grist Mill, and 
the W. D. Ballou Basket Works, as well as three residences and a store. A 
deep gully 300 feet wide and 30 feet deep was cut during the flood. Two small 
parks were then established along Main Street adjacent to the gully. The 
district contains one contributing site, the ruins of the silk mill and two 
noncontributing sites, the parks along Main Street, located on the sites of 
the mills. The number of intrusions is small, consisting of buildings 
constructed after the flood, including nine buildings and three garages 
adjacent or behind contributing properties. 

Q See continuation sheet 
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Ihe residential buildir^s f a l l into two broad formal categories. In the f i r s t 
group, the rectangular, gable-roofed block of the house is oriented to present 
i t s long axis to the street and the facade is of five bays synmetrically 
arranged around the center entry. Both small single-story and large two-story 
examples survive. Interior plans include both central-chimney New England and 
double-chimney Georgian varieties. The oldest house, and the only one to 
predate the railroad, is the Jenkin-Tobin-Davis House on Pleasant Street (map 
number 30), dating to 1830, two stories under a garret with end chimneys and 
simple entablature entry. Related exanples include the Dr. Ckmbs House on 
Main St. (map number 130} with double interior chimneys, and the Prentice 
House on Prentice Place (nep number 43) of ca. 1860, a double house of six 
bays with centrally located twin entries. Slightly smaller examples are a 
story and a half i n height with small windows under the eaves to light the 
garret. Hie best-preserved exanple is the Eames Molineaux House on High 
Street (map number 13), bu i l t ca. 1860. Related exanples include the 
Congregational Parsonage on Brooker l i i l l Road (map number 85) of 1850, owned 
by local builder Lansford While, and the Long House on High Street (map number 
8) of ca. 1850. Becket House on Main Street (map number 91) was originally in 
this foim before i t s modemizaiton by J. B. Colt, a sunmer resident, in 1898; 
i t is now Colonial Revival in style. 

The more numerous category in the d i s t r i c t is the gable front form, closely 
associated with the Greek Revival style. Very popular in the Conraonwealth 
durir^ the second quarter of the nineteenth century, this house type presents 
i t s gable end to the street in imitation of tenple forms. Its facade is three 
bays in width with a side entry and usually anploys a side passage plan. In 
North Becket there are several large exanples of this form, rising two stories 
in height and often adding a lateral gabled e l l to the gable front block and 
recessed entry and piazzas with columns. Ihe most ambitious house is the 
Stanley House on Main Street (map number 88) of ca. 1850, which adds two 
lateral e l l s to the gabled block and recessed entry and piazzas with columns. 
The Baptist Parsonage on Maple Street (map number 34) of ca. 1850, is a large 
cross-gable form, and the Higley House on r>lain Street (map number 154) of 
ca. 1855, is four rather than three bays in width. Houses with single lateral 
ells include the fA;Cormick House on Main St. (map number 131) and the 
H. CereIlea White House on Pleasant Street, (nap number 27) that served as the 
Atheneum building between 1928 and 1964. The best exanples of the sinple 
gable front are the Gheeseman and Norcott Houses on Main Street (map numbers 
90 and 134). 

continued 
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Tne d i s t r i c t also includes three inportant institutional buildings. The 
Baptists were the f i r s t group i n the town to anticipate the reorientation of 
the town to the depot. In 1844, they built their new Baptist Meetii^house on 
Main Street (map nunber 129), a gable front form with paired entries and 
square tower with belfry on the roof ridge above. Its Greek Revival ornament 
includes a pediment treatment of i t s gable end, and pilasters and entablatures 
at the entries. Soon a new Congregational Society was formed and the North 
CoT^regational IVteetinghouse was b u i l t in 1850, on Main Street (map number 
87). This was similarly gable front and Greek Revival, with a center entry 
with pillasters and entablature, a simple treatment of the gable end but a 
more elaborate pillastered belfry that once rose to a steeple. The Seminary 
Hall of 1855, is the d i s t r i c t ' s largest and most elaborate building, on 
Brooker H i l l Road (map number 86). The 2 1/2-story gable block has a 
full-height gabled entry porch on i t s long wall facade. Ihe building is f u l l y 
decorated with Greek entablatures at cornice and openir^s, enploys pediment 
treatment at each gable end, pilasters at each corner, and adds a pilastered 
and cross-gabled belfry atop the porch. 

Unfortunately, few structures relating to the economic l i f e of the community 
survived the flood of 1927. The Higley Apothecary Shop on Pleasant Street 
(map number 31) of 1857, shares the familiar gable front fom and sinple Greek 
Revival central entry. Only a single structure remains of the basket 
industry, the Basket Shop Shed on Prentice Place (map number 42) of ca. 1860, 
a small gable roofed, single story structure now converted to a residence. 

continued 
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Archaeology 

While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, or in the 
general area, sites may be present. The physical characteristics of the 
property, floodplain, and well-drained terraces at the confluence of Depot 
Brook, West Branch Westfield River, and Yokum Brook, may have made this a 
favorable area for native subsistence and settlement act i v i t i e s . Given the 
low density of prehistoric settlement in this area of Massachusetts, the 
liklihood of significant survivals within the d i s t r i c t is probable low. 
Regional and local significance might result from sites found in this area and 
their possible associations with other sites to the west in New York or 
eastward to the Connecticut Valley. 

Ihere is significant historical archaeological potential within the d i s t r i c t . 
Archaeological testing and selective excavation may help to detennine whether 
or not outbuildings or occupational features (trash pits, privies, and wells) 
exist associated with Early to Late Industrial residential hemes and 
institutional structures within the d i s t r i c t . Analysis of historic 
archaeological remains can provide detailed information on the changing 
social, cultural, and economic pattems that characterized l i f e in a mid-19th-
to 20th-century rural village. Similar research may also indicate whether or 
not survivals exist from the town's early settlement, which dates to the 
Colonial period, from which l i t t l e survives. 



8. Statement of Significance North Becket Vi l lage His tor ic D i s t r i c t , Rpckpt, Ma<;«;arhiicof 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

n nationally I I statewide fx l locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria I X I A I I B PXIC I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I IA I I B I Ic I |D I |E I |F I |G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) PecicKlof SiflDificance Significant Dates 

Architecture Ig50-Ig2'; 1841 
Industry 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. i 

The North Becket Village Historic District is a well- preserved linear village 
composed primarily of mid-nineteenth-century residences and institutional 
buildings. I t retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, and feeling. North Becket Village expanded after the arrival of 
the railroad and became the focus of the town's economic, social, and cultural 
activities during the middle of the nineteenth century. The surviving 
buildings were constructed primarily during the twenty-year period following 
the opening of the Western, later Boston and Albany Railroad in 1841, and 
represents a significant clustering of the Greek Revival style in a variety of 
forms. North Becket Village Historic District thus meets Criteria A and C of 
the National Register of Historic Places at the local level. 

The town of Becket was one of four townships established by the Massachusetts 
General Court between the Connecticut and Housatonic Rivers in 1735. Known 
originally simply as "number four" the original grant measured approximately 
eight by four miles. Permanent settlement was not accomplished until 1755, 
but the town grew rapidly, incorporated in 1765, and expanding in size to 751 
by 1790. The community was served by two churches, both centrally located in 
Becket Center, a Standing Order Congregational Church as required by law 
formed in 1755 and a Baptist church formed in 1764. Little land was suitable 
for cultivation so settlers focused on raising cattle and lumbering, and the 
resulting settlement pattern was dispersed. 

During the early years of the nineteenth century prosperity and economic 
development led to the proliferation of small craft shops and manufactories 
along waterways, and the North Becket area was no exception. The economy 
continued to rely on lumber and wood products from the heavily wooded area. 
Sawmills were constructed on the town streams, and charcoal burning was a 
significant industry. In the northern part of the town, bowl turners were 
particularly common. Within the North Becket area, Reuben Smith constructed a 
saw mill ca. 1820, and subsequently added carding, dressing, and wood turning 
operations. Assisting in the marketing of the increased production was the 

"'-7. e — \ V i - nn See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Bibliographical References ^orzn BecKet v i l l age His tor ic u i s t n c t . Becket, iviassacFtJsetts 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

[x lSee continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data:  
f x ] State historic preservation office  
I I Other State agency  
I I Federal agency  
I I Local government  
I I University  
• other  
Specify repository:  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Cnmmi<;<;inn 

10. Geographical Data 
40 acres Acreage of property 

UTM References 

Zone Easting Northing 
J L B 

Zone Easting 
J L 

J L 

Northing 
J L 

[X~l See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

see assessors map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The bounds of the nominated district incldue the historic core of the village 
of North Becket prior to the flood of 1927. The village's north/south linear 
orientation along a valley's path is found elsewhere in the region and reflects 
the impact of the topography of the Berkshire Hills on patterns of settlement. 
Rear lot lines define the district in all cases. 

I I See continuation sheet 
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NR 
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improvement of the transportation network as turnpikes were constructed 
throughout the town between 1800 and 1803. In 1823 the North Becket area was 
surveyed as a possible location for the Rjontoosuck Turnpike, but i t was 
located in Middlefield to the northeast instead. 

In 1841, however, North Becket's tum came. When the Western Railroad was to 
be extended from Springfield to Albany, the Poontoosuck lUrnpike right of way 
was considered to be the best route through the region, and so was purchased. 
Resistance from Middlefield farmers led to a rerouting of the railway, 
however, and the West Branch Westfield River corridor was substituted, 
bringing the railroad to the town and development to the North Becket area. 
The east-west corridor, formed by the West Branch Westfield River and the 
railroad, and the north-south corridor, formed by the Yokum Brook and primary 
artery tlirough the town, intersect and a crossroad village rapidly grew. 

During the 1840s, economic interests saw the advantage of the location and 
processing plants clustered along the eastem bank of Yokun Brook below i t s 
confluence with the West Branch. Ihe largest of these were tanneries, f i r s t 
established by William Barnard of Anherst in 1841. This operation was 
purchased and expanded by William Claf l i n and J. W. V/heeler in 1848, and 
through the third quarter of the century tanneries were operated at the 
Yokum-West Branch confluence within the d i s t r i c t and just south of the 
di s t r i c t on Yokum Brook. The tanning process required large quantities of 
hemlock bark and the operation thrived u n t i l the material became scarce and 
the businesses closed in the 1880s. 

Institutional and residential development followed in the wake of inproved 
transportation and increased economic opportunity. In 1844, when the Baptist 
Society decided to build their third meetinghouse, they relocated as well, 
anticipating the reorientation of the town to North Becket. In 1849, a North 
Becket Congregational Society was formed and a meetinghouse constructed the 
next year. In 1855, recognizing the importance of the village, the town built 
i t s large graded school here. Seminary I f e l l . A l l three of these cluster at 
the intersection of Brooker H i l l Road and Main Street on the west side of the 
road and overlooking the brook. Residential construction similarly focused on 
the west side of the north-south corridor along Main and High Streets, and to 
the north along Pleasant Street. 

continued 
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In spite of the depletion of the hemlock bark supply, wood products continued 
to dominate the economy. Saw and turning m i l l s continued to operate on the 
Yokum Brook and pounded ash basketmaking was added. Beginning i n 1880, f i r s t 
black, and when that became scarce, white ash, were pounded by hand, molded, 
and woven into baskets ranging i n size from one peck to 116 bushels. Hersey 
T. Tower f i r s t developed the process and la t e r developed a trip-hammerlike 
machine to mechanize the process. The Ballou family l a t e r took over the 
business, adding to t h e i r longterm saw and g r i s t m i l l i n g operations. The 
small-scale t e x t i l e industry expanded during the 1880s with the establishment 
of s i l k braid manufacturies, i n 1885, by Samuel Smith of New York. Like the 
ea r l i e r tanneries and the basketries, several small factories were b u i l t on 
the east bank of the Yokum Branch, and many local women found employment there. 
The Becket Silk M i l l was a t h r i v i n g industry and employed over eighty people. 
In the 1920s, A. B. Collingbourne M i l l s of I l l i n o i s took over ownership and 
the m i l l continued to thrive u n t i l the flood of 1927. One week af t e r the flood, 
the m i l l burned to the ground and was never r e b u i l t . The s i l k industry was 
not revived and a l l that v i s u a l l y remains i s the concrete foundation of the 
m i l l . Like other Berkshire County towns, the area became a popular summer 
resort during the 1880s. V i s i t o r s f i r s t boarded with local families, then 
stayed at the C l a f l i n House af t e r 1878. Some v i s i t o r s bought homes for longer 
stays and increasingly named t h e i r houses and estates. Depletion of the 
forest resources continued and population decline began i n the town as a whole 
in 1860, and i n the v i l l a g e a f t e r 1900. 

The flood of 1927 abruptly terminated many of the v i l l a g e businesses whose 
plants were destroyed or severely damaged and never replaced. South of the 
d i s t r i c t , the C l a f l i n and Wheeler Co. had created a 50-acre reservoir that was 
severely deteriorating. On the fourth of November the retaining walls f a i l e d , 
emptying into the Yokum Brook, overflowing i t s banks, and destroying many 
buildings i n i t s path before reaching the West Branch. The Silk M i l l s and 
Ballou M i l l s were primarily destroyed as were three residences and a substantial 
segment of the ra i l r o a d bed, and a deep chasm was l e f t on the east side of 
Main Street. The small buildings constructed jus t a f t e r the flood were located 
here as were two parks on the former m i l l s i t e s . In 1940, The C l a f l i n House 
was removed and the Colonial Revival consolidated school b u i l t i n i t s place. 
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fioitTH etoter \/iut\Ge: 

Becket, Massach\asetts 

Assessors' maps No. 2 and 3 
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North Becket Village Historic District 
District Data Sheet 

paqe 1 of 3 

Map# MHC# Historic ISfame 

92 31 Jonathan W. Wheeler House 

91 32 J. B. Colt/Becket House 
Barn 

90 33 Cheeseman House 

88 33a Stanley House and Barn 

85 43 Cor^regational Parsonage 

87 34 North Congregational 
Church/At heneum 

86 35 Seminary Hall/Arts Center 

129 36 Becket Baptist/ Federated 

Church 

130 37 Dr. Combs House 

131 44 McCormick I^use 

132 45 Miss Church's Barn 
A 46 Frank Prentice House and 

Garage 

133 47 Bidwell House 

134 48 Norcott House 

154 49a Higley House 

Street Address 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Brooker H i l l Road 

Main Street 

Brooker H i l l Road 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Main Street 

Date of  
Construction 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1850 
1898 

1845 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1850 

1850 

1855 

1844 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1850 

1927 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1845 

ca. 1855 

Style 

Greek Revival 

Colonial Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

n/a 

Bungalow 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Resource/Status 

C/B 

C/B 
C/B 

C/B 

2C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

2NC/B 

C/B 

C/B 

C/B 
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North Becket Village Historic Dis t r i c t 
District Data Sheet 

page 2 of 3 

Map# MtC# Historic Name Street Address 
Date of 
Construction Style Resource/Status 

B 40e U.S.Post Office Main Street 1927 Modern NC/B 

C 49b Raymond's Store Main Street 1927 Modern NC/B 

45 Becket Silk M i l l Site Main Street 1912 n/a C/Si 

D Ballou Park 
World War I NJbnument 
World War I I Monument 
Vietnam War Flag Pole 

fvfeiin Street 1935 

1985 

n/a NC/Si 
3NC/0 

43 46 Prentice House Prentice Place 1860 Greek Revival C/B 

42 52 Basket Shop Shed Prentice Place ca. 1860 Colonial C/B 

E 53 Becket Consolidated School Maple Street 1939 Colonial Revival NC/B 

39 54 Willis House Maple Street ca. 1580 Greek Revival C/B 

34 55 Baptist Parsonage Maple Street 1850 Greek Revival C/B 

32 Bidwell Park Main Street 1929 n/a NC/Si 

31 40c Higley Apothecary Shop Pleasant Street 1857 Greek Revival C/B 

28 64 Wright-Barnes Fk>use Pleasant Street ca. 1889 n/a C/B 

27 40a H. Cerelia Snow House Pleasant Street ca. 1860 Greek Revival C/B 

30 40d Jennings-Tobin-Davis House Pleasant Street 1830 Greek Revival C/B 

F Railroad Overpass High Street 1939 n/a NC/St 

FEB I 8 1988 



North Becket Village Historic District 
District Data Sheet 

page 3 of 3 

Map# MH3# Historic ISbme 

G 56 Ariel Raymond House and 
Garage 

H 57 Phil Raymond House 
and Garage 

9 58 S. W. Taylor House and 
Garage 

8 40b Ihe Long liouse and 
Garage 

13 59 Eames-^tolineaux House and 
Garage 

14 60 Pomeroy-Spencer liouse and 

Barns 

29 61 Rogers House 

26 62 McCarthy House 
25 63 Messenger Homestead 

and Barn 

C contributing 
NC....noncontributing 

B building 
St....structure 
Si.... site 
O object 

FEB I 8 

Street Address 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

High Street 

Date of 
Cons t rue t i on Style 

ca. 1930 

ca. 1910 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1860 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1850 

ca. 1860 

ca. 1850 

Bungalow 

Bungalow 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

n/a 

Greek Revival 

Contributing: 35B, ISi 
Noncontributing: 12B, 2Si, ISt, 30 

Resource/Status 

2NC/B 

2NC/B 

C/B 
NC/B 

C/B 
NC/B 

C/B 
NC/B 

4C/B 

C/B 

C/B 

2C/B 



RESUBMISSION 

WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

North Becket Village Historic D i s t r i c t 
Berkshire County 
MASSACHUSETTS ' 

^ resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
CU appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • request 

Besie.« 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: Z ^ ^ C E P T _ 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

CU appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criterij 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 7 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below (/ . ' t j ^ ^ 
.substantive reasons discussed below ^ /i=>abr>^ p e m O Z L , '^paS^ ^ / 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CU good 

• fair 

r~l deteriorated 

d ] ruins 

CU unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

CD altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CU completeness 
CU clarity ... ^ _ 
CD alterations/integrity 
• dates 
CD boundary selection twjfj'Si'. • 

Check one 
CD original site 

nnoved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached thett 



















































The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michaei Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xecuiive Director 
Siaie Historic Preservation Officer 

August 5, 1987 

Mr. James T, Coe, 
Director j Q f r f l ^ of Heal Estate 
US Posjtfi Service 
47^^^/Enfant Plaza, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 202 60 • 

Dear Mr. Coe; 

(1 

We are pleased to inform you tha t , the United States Post O f f i c e , is located 
wi th in the proposed boundaries of the North 3ecket Historic D i s t r i c t , Beci<et, 
Massachusetts. The d i s t r i c t w i l l be considered by the Massachusetts 
His tor ica l Commission for nomination to the National Register of His tor ic 
Places. The National Register of His tor ic Places is the Federal government's 
o f f i c i a l l i s t of h i s to r i c properties worthy of preservation. L i s t ing in the 
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our Nation's 
heritage. 

L i s t ing of the North Becket His tor ic D i s t r i c t provides recognition of the 
community's h i s to r i c importance and assures protective review of Federal 
projects that might adversely a f f e c t the character of the h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 
I f the d i s t r i c t is l i s t e d in the National Register, certain Federal investment 
tax credits for r ehab i l i t a t i on and other provisions may apply. . 

L i s t ing in the National Register does not mean that l imi t a t ions w i l l be placed 
on the properties by the Federal government. Public v i s i t a t i o n r ights are not 
required of owners. The Federal government w i l l not attach r e s t r i c t i v e 
covenants to the properties or seek to acquire them. 

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Register are 
automatically l i s t e d on the State Register of Histor ic Places. There are no 
l i m i t a t i o n s , public v i s i t a t i o n requirements, or r e s t r i c t i v e covenants for 
private properties included in the State Register. State Register properties 
owned by municipal i t ies and nonprof i t organizations may compete fo r state 
restoration grants. 

80 Boylston Street. Boston. Massachusetis 02116 (617) 727-8470 



You are invited to attend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission, at which the nomination w i l l be considered. The Commission w i l l 
meet at the Codman Estate Carriage House, Codman Road, Lincoln, Massachusetts 
on Wednesday, September 9, 1987 at 1:00 p.m. 

Attached please find a notice that explains, in greater d e t a i l , the results of 
l i s t i n g in the National Register and that describes the rights and procedures 
by which an owner may comment on or object to l i s t i n g in the National Register. 

Should you have any questions about this nomination before the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission meeting, please contact me at this o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, 

V 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

VT/adr 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

February 9, 1988 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties: 

Becket, North Becket Village Historic District 
Main, High, and Pleasant Streets 

Boston, Wesleyan Association Building, 32-38 Bromfield Street 

Medway, Rabbit Hill Historic District, Franklin, Highland, Main, 
and Mil ford Streets, and Slocumb Place 

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. All comments received to date have been 
attached. 

Sincerely, 

. • (J u 
Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure 

FEB I 8 .̂c3 
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June 3, 1980 

m. Caro?. Shull 
Chief of Registration 
Nationa] Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of Interior 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington. DC 20013-7127 

Dear ?1s. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the revised nomination forms for the follov/ing 
properties, which were returned by your office for technical and substantive 
corrections; 

Becket, North Becket Historic D i s t r i c t , Main, High, and Pleasant Streets 
(please note tliat photographs do reflect current condition of buildings within 
the d i s t r i c t ) 

Boston (Cha-lestown), Francis B. Austin House. 58 High Street (HPCA #1035OlA.) 

Boston, Temple Place Historic Dist r i c t , 11--55, 26-56 Teirple Place 

Canibridge (JIRA amendment). Harvard Square Historic Di s t r i c t (Boundary Increase) 

Chicopee, Thomas C. Page House, 105 East Street 

Peabody, First Unitarian Church, 7 Park Street (HPCA #1041 a4A) 

A l l corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact ire i f you liave 
any further questions. 

Sincerely. 

Betsy Friedberg 
tfetional Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission „, , ̂  

JUN 1 J rdoo 

\ Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


