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1. Name of Property

historic name Nnrt.h RprkPf VilLAnP Hi<:-An>Air OigtriVvt
Other names/site number

2. Location
street & number M,T]rl Hi'in and Pleasant Strpots Mf“ not for pUincation
city, town BerkPt mfil 1 vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code 003' zip code 01223
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
fx"! private I I'building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local [TI district 12 buildings
| | public-State I Isite 2 sites
I I public-Federal I Istructure - - structures
| lobject .objects
LB. Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributinE resources previously
m listed in the National Register _Q

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the propertyJXJ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of certifying official Date

Executive Director, lassach'jsetts Historical Comission;
Sae or Feded agency ad bureau Stats Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.
*  See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

* removed from the National Register.
e other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Use North Becket Villaoe Historic District. Becket. Msssachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic/sinole dwelling
Conwer ce/ Trade/ general store
Educat i on/ school
Relicion/relicious structure

| ndust ry/ manuf act urino
7. Description

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Greek Revival

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donestic/sinale dwelling
Conper ce/ Trade/ oeneral store
Education/"! ibrarv
Reliqgiop/religious structure

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick, stone
walls wood

roof _

other

The rJorth Becket Village Historic District is a 40-acre area in the northeast
comer of thetown of Becket in east-central Berkshire county. It is located
in avalley forned by the confluence of YokumBrook suid the West Branch of the
Westfield River, and surrounded on the north, west, and south by hills. |he
district is conposed primarily of residences, but also includes a significant
groupi ng of ecclesiastical and civic buildings, and extends along the primary

north-south corridor formed by Main and High Streets.

Ihe district contains 47 buildir?’s,

of wnich 35 contribute toits architectural

cnd historic integrity. Hi evast mjority date tothetwenty-year period

after the 1841 construction of the Westem

| ater Boston and Al bany, Railroad

through the north of thetown. After that date new construction shiftedanay
fromthe town's center, and fromthe village of st Becket, as industry,

coanerce, social, educational, andreligiousactivities clustered at the newy
inportant site. Ihesurviving buildings are, therefore, constructed in Geek

Revival fonn and ornanent.

Tne only major alterationtothe village cane i n 1927 when the damat t he
Claflin-Wheeler reservoir broke, flooding the YokumBrook area east of Main
Street. Destroyed inthe flood were the primary industrial establishnments of
the Village, the Berkshire and Becket Silk Mill, the Ballon Grist Mill, and

the W D Ballou Basket Wrks, as well

as tnree residences and a store. A

deep gul 'y 300 feet wide and 30 feet deep was cut during theflood. Two snall
parks were tnen established along Main Street adjacent tothe gully. Ihe

district contains one contributing site,

the ruins of the silk mll and two

noncontributing sites, the parks along Main Street, located on the sitesof
the mlls. Ihe nunber of intrusions is small, consisting of buildings
constructed after theflood, including nine buildings and tnree garages

adj acent or behind contributing properties.

fy~l See continuation sheet
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Ihe residential buildings fall iato two broad fonnal categories. In the first
group, the rectangular, gable-roofed block of the house is oriented to present
its long axis to the street and the facade is of five bays synmetrically
arranged around the center entry. Both small single-storyand large two-story
exanpl es survive. Interior plans include both central-chimey NewEngland and
doubl e-chi mey Ceorgian varieties. The oldest house, and the only one to
predate the railroad, is the Jenkin-Tobin-Davis House onPleasant Street (nap
nunber 30), dating to 1830, tw stories under agarret with end chi meys and
sinple entablature entry. Related exanples include the Dr. Qonios House on
Main St. (nap nunber 130) with double interior chimeys, and the Prentice
House onPrentice Place (map nunber 43) of ca. 1860, a double house of six
bays with centrally located twin entries. Slightly smaller exanples are a
story and ahalf inheight with small w ndows under the eaves colight the
garret. The best-pre s™rved exaxnple i s the Eanes Ml ineaux House on Pligh
Street (map ninmber 13), built ca. 1860. Related exanples include the
(Congregational Parsonage on Brooker Hill Road (map nunber 85) of 1850, owned
by local builder Lansford While, and the Long House on High Street (map nunber
8) of ca. 1850. Becket House on Main Street (nmap nunber 91) wasoriginally in
this formbefore itsmdem zaiton by J. B Colt, a sumer resident, in 1898;
it is now Colonial Revival in style.

I he nore numerous category in the district is the gable front form closely
associated with the Geek Revival style. Very popular in the GConraonweal th
during the second quarter of the nineteenth century, this house type presents
Its gable end to the street inimtation of tertple forms. Its facade is three
bays inwi dth with aside entry and usually anploys a side passage plan. I n
North Becket there are several large exanples of this form rising tw stories
in height and often adding a lateral gabled el | to the gable front block and
recessed entry and piazzas with colums. |he most anbitious house is the
Stanley House on Main Street (map nuiz>er 83) of ca. 1850, which adds two
lateral ells to the gabled block and recessed entry and piazzas with col ums.
I'he Baptist Parsonage on Maple Street (map nunber 34) of ca. 1850, is a large
cross-gable form and the Higley House on .*lan Street (map nunber 154) of

ca. 185, is four rather than three bays inwdth. Houses with single lateral
ell's include the ijcCormick House on Main St. (map nunber 131) and the

H Coreliea Wite House on Pleasant Street, (mp nunber 27) that served as the
At heneumbui | di ng between 1928 and 1964. The best exanples of the sirnple
gable front are the Gheesenan and Norcott |iouses on "ain Street (map nunbers
0 and 134).

continued
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Tne district also includes three inportant institutional buildings. The
Baptists were the first group inthe town to anticipate the reorientation of

the town to the depot. In 1844, they built their new Baptist Meetinghouse on

|IAdin Street (map nunber 129), a gable front forni with paired entries and
square tower with belfry on the roof ridge above. Its G eek Revival ornament

includes a pedinent treatnent of its gable end, and pilasters andentabl atures

at the entries. Soon a new Congregational Societyws fornmed and the North
Congregational Neetinghouse was built in 1850, on Main Street (map nunber

87).  This was simlarly gable front and Geek Revival, with a center entry
with pillasters and entablature, a sinple treatment of the gable end but a
nore el aboratepillastered belfry that once rose to a steeple. The Semnary
1M1 of 1855, isthe district's largest and nost el aborate building, on
Brooker Hill Road (nmap nunber 86). The 2 1/2-story gable bl ock has a

full-height gabled entry porch on its longwall facade. Ihe building is fully

decorated with Geek entablatures at com ce and openir”s, enploys pedinent
treatnent at each gable end, pilasters at each coner, and adds a pilastered
and cross-gabled belfry atop the porch.

Unfortunately, few structures relating to the econonmic life of the comunity
survived the flood of 1927. 1he I-ligley Apothecary Shop on Pleasant Street

(mp nunber 31) of 1857, shares the famliar gable front fonn and sinple Geek

Revival central entry. Only a single stmcture remains of the basket
industry, the Basket Shop Shed on Prentice Place (map nunber 42) of ca. 1860,
a smal| gable roofed, single story stmcture now converted to a residence.

continued
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Ar chaeol ogy

Wiile no prehistoric sites arecurrentlyrecorded onthe property, or i n the
general area, sites nay be present. ITie physical characteristics of the
property, floodplain, andwell-drained terraces at the confluence of Depot
Brook, Vst Branch Westfield River, and YokumBrook, nay have nade this a
favorable area for native subsistence and settlement activities. Gven the
low density of prehistoric settlement inthis area of ?.lassachusetts, the
l'iklihood of significant survivalswithin the district is probablelow
Regional and local significancem ght result fromsites found inthis areaand
their possible associations with other sites tothe west in NewYork or
eastward t othe Connecticut Valley.

lhere is significant historical archaeological potential within the district.
Archaeol ogical testing and sel ective excavation nmay help to detennine whether
or not outbuildings or occupational features (trash pits, privies, and wells)
exi st associated with Early to Late Industrial residential hones and
institutional stmctures within the district. Analysis of historic

archaeol ogi cal remains canprovide detailed information onthe changi ng
social, cultural, eind economc pattems that characterized life inamd-19th-
to 20th-century mral village. Simlar research nay also indicate whether or
not survivals exist fromthe town's early settlanent, which dates to the

Col onial period, fromwhich little survives.



8. Statement of Significance Kort'n 3ecket Vill*ne Historic District.

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| | nationally

Applicable National Register Criteria  [XjJA HHB [X]C |

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | |A | IB |

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Architectjire
ESMMRECLy Devel opnent

I ndustry
Transportation

Significant Person
N

O statewide [XIlocally

I 1IE | IF I IG

Period of Significance
l«.*n-1Q7?7

Cultural Affiliation
"TUA

Architect/Builder
filA

M.ic;garhnc:ptt;

Significant Dates
1«41

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

| he North Becket Village Historic District isawell- preserved linear village
conposed primarily of md-nineteenth-century residences and institutional
buildings. Itretains integrity of location, design, setting, materials,

wor kmanshi p, and feeling. North Becket Village expanded after the arrival of
the railroad and becane t hefocus of thetown' s economc, social, and cultural
activities during the mddle of the nineteenth century. The surviving

buil dings were constncted primarily during thetwenty-year period follow ng
the opening of the Western, later Boston and Al bany Railroad i n1841, and
represents a significant clustering of the G eek Revival style inavariety of
forms. North Becket Village Historic District thus nmeets Criteria A and C of
the National Register of Historic Places at thelocal Ievel.

The town of Becket was one of four townships establishedby the Massachusetts
Ceneral Court between the Connecticut and Housatonic Rivers in 1735  Known
originally sinply as "nunber four" the original grant neasured approxinately
eight by four mies. Permanent settlement was not accottplished until 1755,

but thetown grewrapidly, incorporatedin 1765 and expanding insize to 751
by 1790. | he comunity was served by two churches, both centrally located i n
Becket Center, a Stending Order Cor”regational Church as required by | aw
formed in 1755 and a Baptist cnurch fornmed in 1764. Little lauid was suitable
for cultivation so settlers focused onraising cattle and lunbering, and the
resulting settlement pattem was di spersed.

IXiring theearly years of the nineteenth century prosperity and economc

devel opnent |led tothe proliferation of small craft shops and manufactories

al ong wat erways, and the r™ortn Becket area was no exception. The econony
continued torely on lunber and wood products from tne heavily wooded area.
Sawri | |s were constncted on the town streans, and charcoal burning was a
significant industry. Inthe nortnempart of tnetow, bow turnerswere
particularly common. W thin the f-Jorth Becket area, Reuben Snith constncted a
sawm || ca. 1820, and subsequently added carding, dressing, and wood turning
operations. Assisting inthe marketing of theincreased productionwas the

[xH See continuation sheet
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i nproverent of thetransportation network as turnpikeswere constncted
throughout t hetown between 1800 and 1803. | n 1823 the North Becket area was
surveyed as a possible location for the Poontoosuck Turnpike, but it was
located inM ddlefield tothe northeast instead.

In 1841, however. North Becket's t umcane. Wien the Western Railroad wast o
be extended from Springfield to A bany, thePoontoosuck | Urnpike right of way
was considered t obe the best route through the region, and sowas purchased.
Resistance fromM ddlefield farnmers led toarerouting of therailway,

however, and the Vst Branch Westfiel dRiver corridor was substituted,
bringing therailroad tothetown and devel opment t othe North Becket area.

| he east-west corridor, formed by the Wst Branch WestfieldRiver and the
railroad, and the north-south corridor, formed by the YokumBrook axxl prinmary
artery tlirough the town, intersect and a crossroad village rapidly grew

During the 1840s, economc interests saw the advantage of thelocation and
processing plants clustered along the east em bank of Yoki mBrook below i ts
confluence with the Vst Branch. | helargest of these were tanneries, first
established by Wl liamBarnard of -Anherst in 1841. Ihis operationwas
purchased and expanded by Wl liamClaflin and J. W Vtieeler i n 1848, and
through the third quarter of the century tanneries were operated at the
Yokum”r\est Branch confluence within the district and just south of the
district on YokumBrook. | hetanning process required |arge quantities of
hem ock bark and the operationthrived until the material becane scarce and
tne businesses closed inthe 1880s.

Institutional and residential devel opment followed inthe wake of inproved
transportation and increased economc opportunity. | n1844, when the Bapti st
Society decided to build their third meetinghouse, they relocated as well,
anticipating thereorientation of thetow toNorth Becket. 1n1849, a North
Becket Congregational Society was formed eind a meetinghouse constncted the
next year. 1 n1855 recognizing theinportance of the village, thetown built
its large graded school here. Semnary Ifeill. All three of these cluster at
the intersection of Brooker Hill Road andiMin Street on the west side of the
road and overl| ooking the brook. Residential construction simlarly focused on
the west side of the north-south corridor along Main and H gh Streets, and to
the north along Pleasant Street.

continued
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In spite of thedepletion of thehem ock bark supply, wood products continued
to dominate theeconony. Saw and turning mlls continued t ooperate onthe
Yokum Brook and pounded ash basket maki ng was added. Beginning i n 1880, first
bl ack, and when that became scarce, white ash, were pounded by hand, nol ded,
and woven into baskets ranging i nsize from one peck t o 116 bushels. Hersey
T. Tower first devel oped t heprocess and |ater developed a trip-hammerlike
machi ne t onechani ze theprocess. The Ballou fam |y later took over the
business, adding totheir longterm saw and grist milling operations. The
smal | -scale textile industry expanded during the 1880s with t he establishment
of silk braid manufacturies, i n1885, by Sanuel Smith of New York. Likethe
earlier tanneries and t he basketries, several small factories were built on
the east bank of the Yokum Branch, and many |ocal wonen found enploynment there.
The Becket Silk Mill was a thriving industry and enpl oyed over eighty people.
In the 1920s, A B. Collingbourne Mills of Illinois took over ownership and
the mll continued tothrive until theflood of 1927. (e week after the flood,
the mi Il burned totheground and was never rebuilt. The silk industry was
not revived and all that visually remains i stheconcrete foundation of the
mill. Like other Berkshire County towns, thearea became a popul ar summer
resort during the 1880s. Visitors first boarded with local families, then
stayed at theClaflin House after 1878. Sone visitors bought honmes for |onger
stays and increasinglynamed their houses and estates. Depletion of the
forest resources continued and popul ation decline began i nthetown as a whol e
in 1860, and i nthevillage after 1900.

The flood of 1927 abruptly termnnated many of thevillage businesses whose
plants were destroyed or severely damaged and never replaced. South of the
district, theClaflin and Wheel er Co. had created a 50-acre reservoir that was
severely deteriorating. Q1 thefourth of Novenber theretaining walls failed,
emptying into t he Yokum Brook, overflowing itsbanks, and destroying nany
buildings i nitspath before reaching theWst Branch. The Silk M lls and
Ballou Mills were primarily destroyed as were three residences and a substantial
segment of therailroad bed, and a deep chasmwas |eft on t heeast side of

Main Street. The small buildings constructed just after theflood were located
here as were two parks on theformer mill sites. | n 1940, The Claflin House
was renoved and t he Col oni al Revival consolidated school built initsplace.



9. Major Blbllographlcal Refererwee M

Pri See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested fx| State historic preservation office
| previously listed in the National Register I 1Other State agency

Ipreviously determined eligible by the National Register | I Federal agency
Idesignated a National Historic Landmark I ILocal government
Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I I University

Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: ) ] o
Record # Massachusetts Historical (Ddiinisscn

10. Gieographical Data
Acreage of property 40 acre’;

UTM References

J L BL LL J L L
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

M il , L 1 g L DLJJ I A R N R R R

L J L

1Y See continuation sheet

Vert>al Boundary Description

see assessors Mp

| 1See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification
The bounds of t he nomnated district include the historic core of the village
of .North Becket prior totheflood of 1927. The village's north/south
linear orientation along avalley's path is found el sewhere in theregion
and reflects theinpact of the topography of the Berkshire Hills onpatterns
of settlement. Rear |ot lines define the district i nall cases.

| |See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Claire Of?nps?v (MHC) "'ith -chp leci®.f*- 4isto*'iro"! Cn-~'5slon

organization ML”ss.qchi.'sotts Hi'~tori-~ril Corni ssion date I lly in87

street & number Rnyl <xron strer'r .telephone (~17?) y?7.r<i7a __
city or town Boston . state MasGa-husottt;— zip code HZ11i.

nrr.h Berkpt Vill, TnP Hi.;tn.?-ir n-irt->.i--" RP-A'-IAA AN AcArhng -,
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Archer, Cathalineet als., ABicentennial History of Becket,
Eagle Printing 5 Binding G., Pittsfield, 1M 1965, 1965.
Caiild, Ham | ton, County Gazeteer and Directory, .Berkshire County,
Massachusetts, 1725t o 1685.
Qook, Frederick W, Historical Data Relating toCounties,
Cities and Towns i nMassachusetts, 1918.
Hol I and, Joseph Gilbert, History of Wst em Massachusetts,
Sanuel Bow es 5 (., 1856.
McCorm ck, Esther, Becket, Plantation ffo. 4, 1930.
M crofilm of Becket Town S Church Records, recorded i n 1958.
Swow H Cerelia, A CGeneological Record of the Town of Becket,
a manuscript at Becket At henaeum
Véod, Frederick J., The Tbrnpi kes of New Engleuid, 1919.



Oua UJCram No i(U4-00i>

United States Department of the Interior 3
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
North Becket Village Historic District

Section number 10 Page Becket, Massachusetts
Quad- Becket
Scal e- 1: 24000
UM Ref er ences:
Poi nt Zonf Easting Nor t hi ng
A 13 658180 4688530
6 18 553100 4588400
C 10 857990 4688220
D 13 557P50 4687P00
E 18 657820 46S73PQ
F 18 557750 4588100
G 13 657970 A588540
H 18 558130 4508700



floern &t(iUT
. fNs>wiic l)isn?icr

Becket, Massachusetts
Assessors' maps No. 2 and 3
Scale - 1 inch = kKO feet



Méep#

92

91

90
88
85

87

86

129

130
131

132

133

134
154

MHC#

31

32

33

33a

43

34

35

36

37

44

45

46

47

48
49a

Historic Nare

Jonat han W \Wheel er House

J. B. Colt/Becket House

Barn

Cheesenan House

Stanl ey House and Barn
Congregational Parsonage

North Congregational
Chur ch/ At heneum

Sem nary Hal |/ Arts Center
Becket Baptist/ Federated
Church

Dr. Conbs House

McCor mi ck House

M ss Church's Barn

Frank Prentice Houseand
Gar age

Bi dwel | House

Norcott House

Hi gl ey House

North Becket Village Historic District
Dat a Sheet

District

Street Address

Mai n Street

Mai n Street

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Brooker Hill

Mai n Street

Brooker Hill

Mai n Street

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Mai n Street

Mai n Street

Mai n Street
Mai n Street

Pdain Street

Road

Road

Dat e of
Construetion
ca. 1850

ca. 1850
1898

1845
ca. 1850
ca. 1850

1850

1855
1844

ca. 1845
ca. 1845
ca. 1850

1927

ca. 1845
ca. 1845

ca. 1855

Style

G eek

Col oni

G eek
G eek
G eek

G eek

G eek

G eek

G eek
G eek

n/ a

Revi val

al Revival

Revi val
Revi val
Revi val

Revi val

Revi val

Revi val

Revi val

Revi val

Bungal ow

G eek

Revi val

Greek Revival

G eek Revival
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aB

aB
aB

aB
20B
aB
aB

aB
ab

aB
aB
aB
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28
27
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49b

46
52
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64

40a
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USPost Office
Raynond' s Store
Becket Silk Mill Site
Bal | ou Park
Vorld Vvér | Monunent
Vorld ver |1 Monunent
Vi etnam Vér Flag Pole
Prentice House
Basket Shop Shed
Becket Consolidated School
WIlis Ik)use
Bapti st Parsonage
Bi dwel | Park
Hi gl ey Apothecary Shop
Wi ght - Bar nes House
H Cerelia Snhowlk)use

Jenni ngs- Tobi n- Davi s House

Rai |l road Overpass

Morth Becket Village Historic District
District

Street Address

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Mai n Street

fvlain Street

Prentice Place
Prentice Place
Mapl e Street
Mapl e Street
Mapl e Street
Main Street
Pl easant Street
Pl easant Street
Pl easant Street
Pl easant Street

Hi gh Street

Data Sheet

Date of
Construction

1927
1927
1912
1935

1985
1860
ca. 1860
1939
ca. 1580
1850
1929
1857
ca. 1889
ca. 1860
1830
1939

Style

Moder n
Moder n
n/ a

n/ a

G eek Revival
Col oni al
Col oni al Revival
G eek Revival

G eek Revival
n/ a

G eek Revival
n/ a

G eek Revival

@ eek Revival

n/ a
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Map#  MHGH Hi storic Nane

G 56 Ariel Raynond House and
Gar age

H 57 Phil Raynond House
and Garage

9 58 S. W Tayl or House and
Gar age

8 40b The Long liouse and
Garage

13 59 Eames- Mol i neaux | buse and
Gar age

14 60 Poner oy- Spencer House and
Bar ns

29 61 Roger s House

26 62 McCart hy House

25 63 Messenger Honest ead
and Barn

Key

C contributing
NC. ...noncontributing

B bui 1 ding
St....structure

Si....site
(0] obj ect

North Becket Village Historic District
District Data Sheet

Street Address

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh
Hi gh

Hi gh

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Dat e of

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.

ca.
ca.

ca.

Contributing:

Noncontributing:

Construetion Style

1930 Bungal ow
1910 Bungal ow
1850 G eek Revival
1850 Greek Revival
1860 G eek Revival
1850 G eek Revival
1850 G eek Revival
1860 n/ a

1850 G eek Revival

35B, | Si

12B, 2Si, I St, 30

par)e 3 of 3

Resource/ St atus
2NO' B

2NO' B

aB

NJ B

gB
NJ B

gB
NJ 13

40 B

gB
agB

20 B
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North Becket Village Historic District
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CD resubmission
d! nomination by person or local government
e owner objection

n appeal

Substantive Review: CU sample CU request CD appeal

Reviewer's comments:
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidelines
for Completing National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering
the requested information. If an item does not apptf to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials,
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed In theinstructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
(Form 10-900a). Typw all entries.

1. Name of Property
historic name North Becket Village Historic District
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number Main, High, and Pleasant Streets I not for publication
city, town Becket | vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county BerkghirP code _p3- Zp code 01223
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
I I<private I Ibuilding(s) Coi*buting Noncontributing
| I public-local fx| district 12 buildings
| | public-State I Isite , < Tt . sites
| | public-Federal | Istructure J- . structures

| lobject . objects

36- Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
denomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards forregistering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my,opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of certifying iofficial -J
Executive Dirpetor, wassachusetts Hist orical Qonmn
State or Federal agency and bureau c+a-t-a u-tr-—>™" a.- SSlon

— btfltp Historic Preservatlon Officer
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
\X] entered in the National Register.
| | See continuation sheet.
| ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. | d | See continuation sheet.
I ldetermined noteligible for the
National Register.

I lremoved from the National Register.
CH other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6 Function or be MNorth Becket Village Historic r)igtrirt Rrirat Mssachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Donesti ¢/ Si ng| e dwelli ng Donestic/single dwelling
(bnmerce/Trade/qeneral store Cqmerc.e/Tra_lde/qeneraI store
Echation/s hool Education/library

errgron/rerigrous structure Religion/religious structure

| ndust ry/ manuf act uri ng
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)
brick, stone

] foundation
Greek Revival walls wood
asphalt
roof _
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The North Becket Vi IIagg Historic District is a40-acre area in the northeast

corner of the town of Becket in east-central Berkshire Count%;iés It is |ocated
in avalley forned by the confluence of YokumBook and the t Branch of the
Vestfield Rver, and surrounded on the north, west, and south by hills. The

district isc ed Prlnar||y of residences, but also includes a significant
groupi ng of ecclesiastical andcivic buildings, andextends along the prinary
north-south corridor forned by Min and Hgh Streets.

The district contains 47 buildings, of which 35contribute toits architectural
and historic integrity. The vast ngjority date to the tV\enty-Kear period
after the 1841 construction of the \estern, |ater Boston and A bany, Railroad
through the north of the town. After that date newconstruction shifted
fromthe town's center, and fromthe village of Vst Becket, as industry,
conmer ce, social, educational, andreligiousactivities clustered at the newy
inportant site. The surviving buildings are, therefore, constructed in Geek
Revival formand ornanent.

Te only najor alterationto the village cane in 1927 ween the damat the
Qaflin-Weeler reservoir broke, flooding the YokumBrook area east of Min
Street. Destroyed in the flood were the Erlnary industrial establishments of
the Village, the Berkshire and Becket Silk M I, the Ballou Gist MIIl, and
the W D Ballou Basket Vdrks, as well as three residences and a store. A

deep gul Iy 300 feet wde and30feet_deePV\as cut dur|n% the flood. Tvo snall
parks were then established along Min Street adjacent to the gul ly.

district contains onecontributing site, the ruins of the silk mll and two
noncontributing sites, the parks along Min Street, located onthe sites of
the mlls. The nunber of intrusions I's small, consisting of buildings
constructed after the flood, including nine buildings andthree garages

adj acent or behind contributing properties.

Q See continuation sheet
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Ihe residential buildir®s fall into two broad formal categories. In the first
group, the rectangular, gable-roofed block of the house is oriented to present
its long axis to the street andthe facade is of five bays synmetrically
arranged around the center entry. Both small single-storyandlarge two-story
exanpl es survive. Interior plans include both central-chimey New England and
doubl e- chi mey Georgian varieties. The oldest house, andthe only one to
predate the railroad, is the Jenkin-Tobin-Davis House on Pl easant Street (rnap
nunber 30), dating to 1830, twostoriesunder agarret with endchimeys and
sinple entablature entry. Related exanples include the Dr. Cknibs House on
Main St. (mp nunber 130} with double interior chimeys, andthe Prentice
House on Prentice Place (nep nunber 43) of ca. 1860, a doubl e house of six
bays with centrally located twinentries. Slightly smaller exanples are a
story anda half inheight with smll w ndows under the eaves t olight t he
garret. He best-preserved exanple is the Eanes Ml ineaux House on Hi gh
Street (map nunber 13), built ca. 1860. Related exanples include the
Congregational Parsonage on Brooker |iill Road (map nunber 85) of 1850, owned
by local builder Lansford While, andthe Long House on Hi gh Street (map nunber
8) of ca. 1850. Becket House onMain Street (map nunber 91) was originally in
this foimbefore its nodem zaiton by J. B Colt, a sunner resident, in 1898;
it is nowColonial Revival in style.

The nore nunerous category in the district is the gable front form closely
associated with the Geek Revival style. Very popular in the Conraonwealth
durir" the second quarter of the nineteenth century, this house type presents
its gable endtothe street inimtation of tenple forms. |Itsfacade is three
bays inwidth with aside entry andusually anploys a side passage plan. In
North Becket there are several |arge exanples of this form rising two stories
in height andoften adding a lateral gabled el | tothe gable front block and
recessed entry and piazzas with colums. Ihe nost anbitious house is the
Stanley House onMain Street (map nunber 88) of ca. 1850, which addstwo
lateral ells tothe gabled block andrecessed entry and piazzas with col unms.
The Baptist Parsonage on Maple Street (map nunber 34) of ca. 1850, is a large
cross-gable form andthe Higley House onr>an Street (nap nunber 154) of

ca. 1855, is four rather than three bays inwi dth. Houses with single lateral
ells include the fA Cormck House onMain St. (map nunber 131) and t he

H Cerellea Wiite House on Pleasant Street, (nap nunber 27) that served as the
At heneumbui | di ng between 1928 and 1964.  The best exanpl es of the sinple

gable front are the Gheesenan and Norcott Houses on Main Street (nap nunbers
0 and 134).

conti nued
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Tne district also includes three inportant institutional buildings. The
Baptists were thefirst group i nthe town toanticipate the reorientation of
the town tothe depot. [ n1844, they built their newBaptist Meetii”house on
Main Street (rmap nunber 129), a gable front formwith paired entries and
square tower with belfry on the roof ridge above. Its G eek Revival ornanent
includes a pediment treatment of its gable end, and pilasters and entabl atures
at the entries. Soon a new Congregational Societywas formed and the North
CoT*regational |Weetinghousewas built in 1850, on Main Street (nap nunber

87).  This was similarly gable front and G eek Revival, with a center entry
with pillasters and entablature, a sinple treatment of the gable end but a
nore el aboratepillastered belfry that once rose toa steeple. The Semnary
Hal | of 1855, i sthe district's largest andnost el aborate building, on
Brooker Hill Road (nap nunber 86). The 2 1/2-story gable bl ock has a
full-height gabled entry porch onits longwall facade. Ihe building i sfully
decorated with Geek entablatures at cornice and openir”s, enploys pedinent
treatnent at each gable end, pilasters at each corner, and adds a pilastered
and cross-gabl ed belfry atop the porch.

Unfortunately, fewstructures relating tothe economc life of the community
survived theflood of 1927. The Hi gl ey Apothecary Shop on Pleasant Street
(map nunber 31) of 1857, shares thefamliar gable front f omand sinple Geek
Revival central entry. Only asingle structure remains of the basket

industry, the Basket Shop Shed on Prentice Place (nmap nunber 42) of ca. 1860,
a smal| gable roofed, single story structure now converted t oaresidence.

continued
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Ar chaeol ogy

VWhile no prehistoric sites arecurrentlyrecorded on the property, or in the
general area, sites may be present. The physical characteristics of the
property, floodplain, andwell-drained terraces at the confluence of Depot
Brook, VWést Branch Westfield River, and YokumBrook, nay have nade this a
favorabl e area for native subsistence and settlement activities. Gven the
low density of prehistoric settlement inthis area of Massachusetts, t he
liklihood of significant survivalswithin the district is probablel ow.

Regi onal and I ocal significancemght result fromsites found in this areaand
their possible associations with other sites tothe west in New York or
eastward t othe Connecticut Valley.

lhere is significant historical archaeological potential within the district.
Archaeol ogical testing and sel ective excavation nay help to detennine whet her
or not outbuildings or occupational features (trash pits, privies, and wells)
exi st associated with Early tolate Industrial residential henmes and
institutional structureswithin the district. Analysis of historic

archaeol ogi cal remains canprovide detailed information on the changing
social, cultural, and economc pattems that characterized [ife inamd-19th-
to 20th-century rural village. Simlar research nay also indicate whether or
not survivals exist fromthe town's early settlement, which dates to the

Col oni al period, fromwhich [ittle survives.



8. Statement of Significance North Becket Village Historic District, Rpckpt, Ma<;«arhiicof
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

n nationally | | statewide fx 1 locally
Applicable National Register Criteria IX1A | 1B PXiC | ID
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | 1A |1 IB | Ic | |[D I |[E I |F I |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) PecicKlof SiflDificance Significant Dates
Architecture 1g50-192'; 1841
| ndustry
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The North Becket Village Hstoric District isawell- preserved |inear village
cmFosed primarily of md-nineteenth-century residences and institutional
buildings. It retains inte rlt?/] of location, design, setting, materials,

wor knanshi p, and feel i ng. rth Becket Village expanded after the arrival of
the railroad and becane the focus of the town s economc, social, and cultural
activities during the mddl e of the nineteenth century. The survivi ncf _

bui | dings were constructed primnari Il% during the t\/\entFé-_Year period fol I ow ng
the opening of the \Wstern, |ater Boston and Abany Railroad in 1841, and
represents a significant clustering of the Geek Revival style inavarietyof
forns. MNorth Becket Village Hstoric District thus neets Criteria Aand C of
the National Register of Hstoric Places at the local |evel.

The town of Becket was one of four townships established by the Missachusetts
General Qourt between the Connecticut and Housatonic RverS in 1735  Khomn
o_r|%| nally sinply as "nuntoer four" the original grant neasured approximately
eltt;]t by four mles. PRernanent settlenent was not acconplished until 1755,
but the town grewrapidly, incorporatedin 1765 and exgandl ng insizeto 751
1790.  The conmunity was served by two churches, both centrally located in
cket Center, a Sanding O der Congregational Church as required by |aw
forned in 17_55andaBaP ist church forned in1764. Little land was suitable
for cultivation sosettiers focused on raising cattle and | unbering, and the
resulting settlenent pattern was di spersed.

During the earIc}/ years of the nineteenth century prosperity and economc

devel opnent |ed to the proliferation of small crart shops and manufactories
along wat erways, and the North Becket area was no exception. The econony
continued to rely on lunber and wood products from the heavily wooded area.
Sawm| s were constructed on the town streans, and charcoal burning vas a
significant industry. Inthe northern part of the town, bow turners were
particularly conmen. Wthin the North Becket area, Reuben Smth constructed a
sawm || ca. 1820, and subsequent|y added carding, dressing, andwood turning
operations. Assisting inthe marketing of the increased productionwas the

7. e — \ vV i- nn See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References “"orzn BecKet village Historic uistnct. Becket, iviassacFtJsetts

[xISee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

I Ipreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested fx] State historic preservation office
I previously listed in the National Register I |Other State agency

I previously determined eligible by the National Register | Federal agency
Idesignated a National Historic Landmark I Local government

I
I I
I I
I Irecorded by Historic American Buildings I IUniversity

Survey # other
I Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:

Record # Massachusetts Historical Cnmmi<;<;inn
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 40 acres
UTM References

_ J L B J oL J oL
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

J L
[X~ See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See aSSessors nap

| |See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The bounds of the nomnated district incldue thehistoric core of thevillage
of North Becket prior totheflood of 1927. The village's north/south |inear
orientation along a valley's path i sfound el sewhere i ntheregion and reflects
the inpact of the topography of the Berkshire Hills on patterns of settlenent.
Rear | ot lines define thedistrict inall cases.

I 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nametftitle Claire npmpc.py (MHr) with the Becket Historical Comm'ission with Rrttsy Fri cHhrrg,
organization =~ Massachusetts Historical Conmi?;<;inn date .|IJ|:E/6 16, 1987 NR Drector/ MC

street & number _ 80 Rnyl<;ton Street telephone 1617) 727-8470
city or town Boston RtatnMassachusetts zip code 02116
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Section number A Page i

i nproverent of thetransportation network as turnpikes were constructed
throughout t hetown between 1800 and 1803. | n 1823 the North Becket area was
surveyed as a possible location for the Rontoosuck Turnpike, but it was
located inM ddlefield tothe northeast instead.

In 1841, however, North Becket's t umcane. Wien the Western Railroadwast o
be extended from Springfield to Albany, thePoontoosuck | Urnpike right of way
was considered t obe the best route through the region, and so was purchased.
Resistance fromM ddlefield farmers led toa rerouting of the railway,
however, and the Wst Branch WestfieldRiver corridor was substituted,
bringing therailroad tothetown and devel opment t othe North Becket area.
The east-west corridor, formed by the Wst Branch WestfieldRiver and the
rai lroad, and the north-south corridor, formed by the YokumBrook and primary
artery tlirough the town, intersect and a crossroad village rapidly grew

During the 1840s, economc interests saw the advantage of t helocation and
processing plants clustered along the east em bank of Yokun Brook below it s
confluence with the Vst Branch. | helargest of these were tanneries, first
established by W1l liamBarnard of Anherst in 1841. This operationwas
purchased and expanded by W | | i amClaflin and J. W V heeler i n1848, and
through the third quarter of the century tanneries were operated at the
Yokum Vst Branch confluence within the district and just south of the
district on YokumBrook. The tanning process required |arge quantities of
hem ock bark and the operationthrived until the material becane scarce and
the businesses closed in the 1880s.

Institutional and residential devel opment followed in the wake of inproved
transportation and increased economc opportunity. | n 1844, when the Bapti st
Society decided to build their third meetinghouse, they relocatedas well,
anticipating thereorientation of thetow toNorth Becket. 1n1849, a North
Becket Congregational Society was formed and a meetinghouse constructed t he
next year. |1 n1855 recognizingtheinportance of the village, thetow built
its large graded school here. Seminary Ifell. All three of these cluster at

the intersection of Brooker Hill Road and Main Street on the west side of the
road and overl ooking the brook. Residential construction simlarly focused on
the west side of the north-south corridor along Main and High Streets, and to
the north along Pleasant Street.

conti nued
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In spite of thedepletion of thehem ock bark supply, wood products continued
to domnate t heeconony. Saw and turning mills continued t ooperate onthe
Yokum Br ook and pounded ash basket maki ng was added. Beginning i n 1880, first
bl ack, and when that became scarce, white ash, were pounded by hand, nol ded,
and woven into baskets ranging i nsize from one peck t o 116 bushels. Hersey
T. Tower first devel oped theprocess and |ater developed a trip-hammerlike
machi ne t omechani ze t heprocess. The Ballou famly later took over t he
business, adding totheir longterm saw and grist milling operations. The
smal | -scale textile industry expanded during the 1880s with t he establishment
of silk braid manufacturies, i n1885, by Sarmuel Smith of New York. Likethe
earlier tanneries and t hebasketries, several small factories were built on
the east bank of t he Yokum Branch, and many |ocal wonen found enpl oynent there.
The Becket Silk MiIl was a thriving industry and enpl oyed over eighty people.
In the 1920s, A B. Collingbourne Mills of Illinois took over ownership and
the mill continued tothrive until theflood of 1927. (e week after the flood,
the mll burned totheground and was never rebuilt. The silk industry was
not revived and al | that visually remains i stheconcrete foundation of the
mll. Like other Berkshire County towns, thearea became a popular summer
resort during the 1880s. Visitors first boarded with local famlies, then
stayed at theClaflin House after 1878. Sone visitors bought hormes for |onger
stays and increasinglynanmed their houses and estates. Depletion of the
forest resources continued and popul ation decline began i nthetow as a whole
in 1860, and i nthevillage after 1900.

The flood of 1927 abruptly term nated nany of thevillage businesses whose
plants were destroyed or severely damaged and never replaced. South of the
district, thecClaflin and Wheeler Co. had created a 50-acre reservoir that was
severely deteriorating. @ thefourth of Novenber theretaining walls failed,
emptying into theYokum Brook, overflowing it sbanks, and destroying nany
buildings i nitspath before reaching t heWst Branch. The Silk Mlls and
Ballou Mills were primarily destroyed as were three residences and a substanti al
segment of therailroad bed, and a deep chasmwas |eft on theeast side of

Main Street. The small buildings constructed just after theflood were |ocated
here as were two parks on theformer mill sites. 1 n21940, The Claflin House
was renmoved and t he Col oni al Revival consolidated school built i nitsplace.
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Archer, Cathalineet als., A Bicentennial History of Becket,
Eagle Printing 5 Binding G., Pittsfield, IVMA 1965, 1965.
Child, Ham Iton, County Gazeteer and Directory, Berkshire County,
Massachusetts, 1725t o 1885.
Gook, Frederick W, Historical Data Relating toCounties,
Cities and Towns i nMassachusetts, 1918.
Hol I and, Joseph Gilbert, liistory of West em Massachusetts,
Samuel Bow es 5 (., 1856.
McComi ck, Esther, Becket, Plantation Ta 4, 1930.
M crofilm of Becket Town S Church Records, recorded i n 1958.
Show H Cerelia, A Geneological Record of the Town of Becket,
a manuscript at Becket At henaeum
Véod, Frederick J., The Tbrnpi kes of New Engl and, 1919.
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Nap#  MHG#
92 31
91 32
90 33
88 33a
85 43
87 34
86 35
129 36
130 37
131 44
132 45
A 46
133 47
134 48
154 49a

Historic ISae

Jonat han W Weel er House

J. B Colt/Becket House
Bar n

Cheesenan House
Stanl ey House and Barn
Cor”regational Parsonage

North Congregational
Chur ch/ At heneum

Semnary Hal |/ Arts Center

Becket Bapti st/ Federated
Chur ch

Dr. onbs House

MCor m ck | “use

M ss Church's Barn

Frank Prentice House and
Gar age

Bi dwel | House

Norcott House

Hi gl ey House

HB| 8 198

North Becket Village Historic District
Dat a Sheet

Street Address

Mai n Street
Mai n Street

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Br ooker Hill

Mai n Street

Br ooker Hill

Mai n Street

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Mai n Street

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Mai n Street

Dat e of
Construction
ca. 1850

ca. 1850
1898

1845
ca. 1850
ca. 1850
1850

1855
1844

ca. 1845
ca. 1845
ca. 1850
1927

ca. 1845
ca. 1845
ca. 1855

Style

QG eek Revival

Col oni al Revi val

QG eek Revival
Q eek Revival
G eek Revival

QG eek Revival

Q eek Revival

QG eek Revival

Q eek Revival
QG eek Revival
n/ a

Bungal ow

Q eek Revival
G eek Revival

Q eek Revival

page 1 of 3

Resour ce/ St at us

as

aB
aB

aB
20B
as
as

aB
aB

aB
aB
aB
2N B

aB
aB
aB



Map#

45

43
42

39
34
32
31
28
27
30

M Gt

40e
49b

46
52
53
54
55

40c
64

40a
40d

Historic Nane

US Post Office
Raynond' s St ore
Becket Silk Mill Site
Bal | ou Park
Vorld Vér | Nbnunent
Vorld Vér || Monunent
Vi et nam Vér Fl ag Pol e
Prentice House
Basket Shop Shed
Becket Consol i dat ed School
Wllis House
Bapti st Parsonage
Bi dwel | Park
Hi gl ey Apothecary Shop
Wi ght - Bar nes Hcuse
H Cerelia ShowHouse

Jenni ngs- Tobi n- Davi s House

Rai | road Overpass
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District Data Sheet

Street Address

Mai n Street
Mai n Street
Mai n Street

fufeiin Street

Prentice Place
Prentice Place
Mapl e Street
Mapl e Street
Mapl e Street
Mai n Street
Pl easant Street
Pl easant Street
Pl easant Street
Pl easant Street

Hi gh Street

Dat e of
Construction
1927

1927

1912

1935

1985
1860
ca. 1860
1939
ca. 1580
1850
1929
1857
ca. 1889
ca. 1860
1830
1939

Style

Moder n
Moder n
n/ a

n/ a

QG eek Revival

Col oni al

Col oni al Revi val

QG eek Revival
G eek Revival
n/a

QG eek Revival
n/a

G eek Revival
QG eek Revival

n/ a

page 2 of 3

Resour ce/ St at us

NJ B
NO B
as

NJ S
3ND O

aB
aB
NO B
aB
aB
NJ S
aB
aB
aB

aB
NO S



Nap#  MH# Hi storic ISne

13

14

29

26
25

NC. ..

St. ..
e

56 Ariel Raynond House and

Gar age

57 Phil Raynond House
and Garage

58 S W Taylor House and
Gar age

40b Ilhe Long liouse and
Garage

59 Eames-"tolineaux House and
Garage

60 Pomeroy-Spencer liouse and
Barns

61 Roger s House

62 M Cart hy House

63 Messenger Honest ead
and Barn

contributing
.noncontributing

bui | di ng
.structure

HB | 8

North Becket Village Historic District
District Data Sheet

Street Address

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh

Hi gh
Hi gh
Hi gh

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street
Street

Street

Date of

Gonstruetion Style

ca. 1930 Bungal ow

ca. 1910 Bungal ow

ca. 1850 @ eek Revival
ca. 1850 @& eek Revival
ca. 1860 @& eek Revival
ca. 1850 @& eek Revival
ca. 1850 @ eek Revival
ca. 1860 n/ a

ca. 1850 @ eek Revival

Contributing:

Noncontri buting:

35B, | Si

12B, 2Si, I St, 30
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2NO B

2NO B



RESUBM SSI ON

WASO Form - 177 . UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

North Becket Village Historic District
Berkshire County

MSSAH EETTS '
Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:
Besie.« Date Due:

Action: ZAMCEPT _
A resubmission RETURN.
* nomination by person or local government REJECT.
CU owner objection Federal Agency:
CU appeal
Substantive Review: e sample e request CU appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criterij

Reviewer
Discipline
Date 7
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below (/ . ! tj n
.Substantive reasons discussed below ~ /i=>abr>" pemOZL, '‘paSh i
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * ves ° no
7. Description
Condition Check one Chek one
excellent r~| deteriorated unaltered CD original site
CU good d] ruins CD altered nnoved date.

o fair CU unexposed
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

CU completeness

CU clarity e N
CD alterations/integrity

o dates

CD boundary selection twijfj'Si'. .



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other
CD Maps

CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached thett








































































U.S.G.S. Map
Becket, Mass., Quadrant

For North Becket Village
Historic District Application

For Department of Interior File.




The Commonwealth of M assachustts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michaei Josgph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

E.xecuiive Director

Saie Historic Preservation Officer

August 5, 1987

Mr. James T, Coe

Director jQfrfl~ of Heal Estate

WS Posjtfi Service

47"MANEnfant Plaza, SW.

Washington, D.C. 22 & . (1

Dex Mr. Coe

We are pleased to inform you that, the United States Post Office, is located
within the proposed boundaries of the North 3ecket Historic District, Beci<et,
Massachusetts. The district will be considered by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission for nomination to the National Register of Historic
Places. The National Register of Historic Places is the Federal government's
official list of historic properties worthy of preservation. Listing in the
National Register provides recognition and assists in preserving our Nation's
heritage.

Listing of the North Becket Historic District provides recognition of the
community's historic importance and assures protective review of Federal
projects that might adversely affect the character of the historic district.
If the district is listed in the National Register, certain Federal investment
tax credits for rehabilitation and other provisions ney apply. .

Listing in the National Register does not memn that limitations will be placed
on the properties by the Federal government. Public visitation rights are not
required of owners. The Federal government will not attach restrictive
covenants to the properties or seek to acquire them.

In Massachusetts, properties nominated to the National Register are
automatically listed on the State Register of Historic Places. There are no
limitations, public visitation requirements, or restrictive covenants for
private properties included in the State Register. State Register properties
owned by municipalities and nonprofit organizations ney compete for state
restoration grants.

80 Boylson Stret. Boston. Massachusdtis 02116 (617)  727-8470



You areinvited toattend the meeting of the Massachusetts Historical

Conmi ssion, at which thenomnation will be considered. The Commission will
meet at t he Godman Estate Carriage House, Godnan Road, Lincoln, Mssachusetts
on \ednesday, Septenber 9, 1987 at 1:00 p.m

Attached please find a notice that explains, i ngreater detail, theresults of
listing i ntheNational Register and that describes therights and procedures
by which an owner nay comment on or object tolisting i nthe National Register.

Should you have any questions about this nomination before t heMassachusetts
Historical Conmission meeting, please contact ne at this office.

Sincerely,

vV

Valerie A Tal nage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

VT/ adr



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Officeof the Secretary of State
Michagl Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Talmage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

February 9, 1988

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the nomnation forns for the following properties:

Becket, North Becket Village Hstoric District
Maiin, Hgh, and Peasant Streets

Boston, Vsl eyan Associ ation Building, 32-38 Bronfield Street

Monay, Rabbit Hll Hstoric District, Franklin, Hghland, Miin,
and M| ford Streets, and 9 ocunt P ace !

They have been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and have been si gned

%/ the Sate Hstoric Preservation Odficer. Qwers were notified of pendi ng
ate Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting and vere

afforded the opportunity to conment. Al conments received to date have been

at t ached.
Sincerely,
. (J u
Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Gonmission
BH es
Encl osure

B | 8 ./c3

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470



June 3, 1980

m. Caro?. Shull

Chief of Registration

Nationa] Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of Interior

PO Box 37127

Washington. DC 20013- 7127

Dear ?1s. Shull:

Encl osed please find therevised nom nation forns for the follov/ing
properties, which were returned by your office for technical and substantive
corrections;

Becket, North Becket Historic District, Main, Hgh, and Pleasant Streets

(pl ease note tliat photographs doreflect current condition of buildings within
the district)

Boston (Cha-lestown), Francis B Austin House. 58 Hi gh Street (HRCA#1035QA)
Boston, Tenple Place Historic District, 11--55 26-56 Teirple Place

Cani bridge (JIRA amendnent). Harvard Square Historic District (Boundary Increase)
Chi copee, Thomas C Page House, 105 East Street

Peabody, First Unitarian Church, 7 Park Street (HPCA #1041 a4A)

Al'l corrections have been nade, asrequested. Please contact ire if youliave
any further questions.

Sincerely.

Bet sy Fri edberg
tfetional Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion I

JUN 1J rdoo

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Preservation Officer
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



