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. REPORT 

OF TEm 

ACTING SUPERINTENDENT OF THE SEQUOIA AND GENEHAL GHANT 
NATIONAL PARK. 

O.ll'lP AT HOCKETT MEADOWS, 

Sequoia N ationa,l Park, Oalifornia, September 11,1892. 
SIR: In submi tting tllis annual r eport I think it proper to refer again 

to some of th e most strikin g na,ttu'al features of the country lying in 
and adjacent to the Sequoia and General Grant National Parks, in 
order to make clear the reason for the disposition of the troops, and' to 
show that if they are not completely successful in enforcing the regu­
latio ns for the parks in an area but little larger than seven towllships, 
it is not wholly due to lack of energy or activity on their paet, but in 
a geeat measure to nattu'al obstacles t hat make wide detours necessary 
in traveling feom poiut to point and ra.pidity of movement impossible. 
AR is known from fo[')ner reports, t he middle or main fork of the Kaweah 
River flows a little south of west through t he Sequoia Park and prac-
tically bisects it. Where it enters the park its bed is at an altitude of ' 
about 5,000 feet, and it falls 3,000 feet before leaving it. Its bed is 
lower than that of the Marble FOl'k on the north or those of the East 
and South forks on the south, amI t he rapiqity of its fall is less. Steep 
slopes ri:;e from it on either side, terminating in high r idges. The only 
tributary in the pa rk coming feom the llorth side is the Marble Fork, 
tha t joins t he Middle Fork after emeeging from a ueep cleft through 
the ridge on the north side of the latter stream. The top of this ridge 
on the eastern side of the Ma,rble Fork is nearly 7,000 feet high. Fol­
lowing the ridge eastwardly, it is geuel'alJy para,uel to the Middle Fork 
a.nd reaches an altitude of about 12,500 feet just withiu the boundary 
of the park. It then dips into a saddle east of the park, probably about 
11,000 feet high. Before doing this, however, it is joined on the north 
by the ridge that diviues the waters of Marble Fork from those of 
Kin gs River . The head of the Marble Fork is in the angle between the 
the two r idges, and a little insid e of the park. The head of the Middle 
Fork is on the south side of tht saddle. The culminating point of the 
divide between the Marble Fork and Kings River is Mount Silliman, 
which lies well within the northeastern com er of the park and is about 
12,500 feet high. The bed of th e Marble Fork is in a canon until it 
b'reaks through the north side of the canon of the Middle Fork. 

The waters of the Giant Fore:;t flow into the Marble Fork . This 
forest is on an inclined plateau, in the vertex of the angle formed by 
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the calion of the Marble Fork and the ridge through whi ch it cuts. 
1'he plateau begins at t.he top of tile ridge and slope~ gl'adually toward 
the canon of the Mal'Qle Fork. Several practicable routes across the 
canon of tile Marule Fork are now know]l. Last year we knew but one. 

West of the Marble Fork thel'e is no prominellt, well ·defined ridge 
of any extent. 'fhe 1II0uiltains are much broken and cut up by deep 
ravilles. The iligbest peak is Big Baldy, about 8,500 feet high, situ­
ated at the extreme northwestern cornel' of the park, just within the 
allgle. formed by the junction, at the foot of its south face, of two 
branches of the North Fork of tIle Kaweah . The North Fork flows iu 
a southerly direction from Big Baldy, but wI lolly outside tile parK. Its 
fall is not vel'Y great, possibly beillg less than 2,000 feet between Big 
Baldy auu its mouth. It is inclm;ed between 11l0Ulltains, amI for a con­
siderable distance below Baldy the slopes on either s ide are impassable. 

Returnillg now to t he MHldle Fork and taking the rirlge on its south 
side, we find t hat at the western boundary of the park it is about 7,000 
feet l)igh aud at the eastern about 11,000 feet. It t hen sinks to a sad­
dle or gap, calleu Timber Gap, about 10,000 feet higll , that lies east of 
the park. South of th is ridge is the East Fork of the Kaweah River. 
Its beu is at an altitude of aboLlt 6,000 feet wllere it crosses t he eastern 
line of the park, and in tLe width of one tOlVllS1lip, which is here the 
width ofthe park, it fa.lls about 3,000 feet. 

To the south of th is stream is a llother high ridge, separating it from 
the SOUtll ForIe At the westeru edge of the park this ridge is over 
10000 feet high. Further east it is 1:3,600 feet high, but there is a deep 
gorge in the intervenin g space througlJ wLich a large stream that 
dl'ains the northorn purt of the Hockett Meadows ,flows toward the 
East ForIe Following t he ridge still fartber east we come to Mount 
Vandever, at least 13,000 feet high , and then a drOl) into a saddle, ca lled 
Farewell Gap, about 11,000 feet bigh. On the north side of this gap 
is the head of the East Fork a,nd tbe Mineral King mining district, all 
outside of the park. On the south side of the gap is tuo head of the Lit­
tle Kern River, whit:h is in the park, tho stl'eam flowing toward the 
southeast. We:st of t he Little Kem is the head of tho South Fork of 
tbe K aweah, lying also in the pa,rk.. Between the Little Kern and the 
South Fork. is a hi g luange tLU1textends southward from l\fount Vaude­
vel'. There a re two passe:s over- this ridge, several miles apart, a1Ld 
b :>th more than 10,000 feet high. For a few miles the South Fork winds 
slo wly lVest,w1;~rd througl! the. Hockett Meauows, and then, in a distanoe 

~.that would be repl'esented on a map as Jess than 2 mile, it falls more 
than 4,000 feet. , 

A.ll the principal divides between the Kings l{iver aond the South 
Fork extend, genemlly speaking, from ea't to west . They UTe all 
spurs from the divide between the Kern and Kaweah rivers. That di­
vide extends north and south, and is generally higher at all points than 
any of its spurs. Looking at the spurs, we find that each olle of thorn 
sinks to a saddl e just out of tLe pa,rk. ou its east side, and t hat tbeir 
highest points are just within it. The gap' are therefore the natLU'al 
routos of travel where ridges are to be crossed. Other natlU'aJ routes 
would be to follow down oue canon to its jnnction with another, and 
thel'o turn up the latter , These two kinds of rontes are the oue, usu­
ally followed by the troops, and consequently the greater part of their 
marching is entirely outside the parle. It is impossible to follow the 
crests of the bigh divides, for tuey are too rough and rocky, or too 
sharp aud jagged. 

Within the limits of the park the three principal ridges oan each be 
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crossed at one point only, in travelin g from one stream to t henext, but 
there is no continous trail from north to · south. Below the crests of 
the ridges, up to an altitude of 5,000 01' 6,000 feet, the slopes are cov­
ered with a growth of brush so stiff and dense that it is practica.Ily 
impeuetrable, and usually so high that one can not see in wbat direction 
he should try to cut his way in order to reach ground that would give 
him footing. These slopes a re deeply washed by raius, .melting snows, 
andlaudslides, and even where there is no brush, travel across their 
faces would frequently be impossible. From 5,000 01' 6,000 feet up to 
10,000 or 11,000 feet , trees are fOlmd where there is soil enough to sup­
port them. In the timber belt, between t Ile rocks above ~llld the bmsh 
below, a way to travel can often be fOUlld. 

The only wagon road in t he Sequoia Park is a con ~inuation of the 
COUllty road from Visali a to 'l'hree Rivers. It crosses to t be north side 
of tIle East Fork about half a mile from its mouth, and then follows 
tbe general direction of t he stream aloll g the steep slopes Oll its north 
side, keeping from 500 to 1,000 fep,t above it, and terminating at ~1in­
eral King. 

About 8 miles of the road built by the Kaweah Oolony from the North 
Fork to the Colony sawmill lies ill the park. It is uow so badly 
washed out that wagons can not t r avel it, but it is a good trail for sad­
dle and pack animals. 

General Grant National Park, northwest of the Sequoia Park, and 
comprising only 4 Rquare miles, li as no deep gulches ])01', exeept along 
its easteI'll side, any high , steep 11 il1 s. On the east side the top of a 
high ridge very nearly coincides with t he park line, and its ·western 
slopes, which are quite steep and rocky, extend several.bundred yards 
into tbe parle This park lies just north of the crest of the divide be­
tween the North Fork of the Kaweah and King's r ivers. Between it 
and t he Sequoia Park t here arc no ridges much above 8,000 feet, but 
the cauons are deep alJd the slopes steep a nd rocky. The streams 
are in gorges with vertical sides, a11d the ouly practicable traveling is 
well up and aroulid the heads of these streams, or, in a few ill stances, 
along the ridges between t hPlll. 

After th is description the necessity for makill g vp,ry wide detolU's in 
traveling between two points can be bfltter understood. One of t he 
most accessible places in the -.sequoia Park is Atwell's Mill, on the 
Mineral Kin g roa d, on the north face of tlte canyon of the East Fork. 
It is about 1,000 feet above the river and at least ] ,500 feet below the 
crest of the canyoll. Its elevati.oll above sea level ~IS ab?nt 6,500 fe~t, 
A map wou:Id show A twell's Mill to be about 8 miles from a. eertam 
place in the Giant Forest at ~h c sallie elevation, wbere a detachment 
is statioued. The intervening country, however, is impassable. To 
travel from Atwell's Mill to that eallJp with tbe least fatigne and in tbe 
shortest time the Mineral King road is followed west to tIle lIlouth of 
the North .Fork, wbere the altitude above sea le\7el is only 1,000 feet, 
and from here the road up the North Fork is follo~ed, and then the 
CololIY road to the Colony Sawmill. The diRtance from the sawmill to 
t he Giant Forest is but little more than a mile, but t he distall ce to be 
traveled by trail to reach the camp is !) miles. Tlte total distance that 
must be traveled is 52 miles, alld t he t ime required is two clays. The 
second day'R march will take all the t ime between sun and sun on a 
long summer day. The time with loaded pack mules would be t bree 
days. About 4 miles above tbe mouth of the North Fork , at a place 
known as Red Hill, a trail starts up the :\Iiddle Fork and follows it to 
a point beyond the Marble Fork, al1d then goes north up the mountain 
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side to the Giant Forest. Thi s is known as the Moro Rock trail, and 
by following it the distance would be only 37 miles. But the difference 
in elevation between tbe bottom and top of the mountain side is 4,000 
feet, and the trail is considered the worst in the park. It gets steeper 
and rougher the higher one goes, and no time i.' saved by u 'ing it. The 
paekel's prefer to descend by tlle longer route even wb en their mules 
bave no loads. Except in rare cases all communicatiolJ between the 
DOl·them and southern parts of the park is by way of the mouth of the 
North Fork and the Colony Sawmill. If General Grant Park were the 
obj ective point from Atwell's Mill, the road would be followed as be­
fore to the mOllth of the North Fork. That stream would then be 
followed up for about G miles, and then the route would be through the 
mountains west of i t, pa.rtly by road and partly by trail. Th e total 
distallce from Atwell's Mill is alF:o about 52 miles, and with light loa~ls 
would usually be traveled in two days and with heavy on es in three. 
The journey is much easier than tile one betwet'n the mill and Giant 
Forest, points shown by the map to be only 8 lIliles apart. 

This report is written in a camp due south of Atwell's Mill, and a 
map would show the di stance between them to be about 6 miles. There 
is a trail from here direct to the mill, by whi ch tll e diRtance is about 
10 miles, and a man could probably start fi'om here aJ ld get there 
in about four hours. But should he try to come here from tbe mill, 
especially with loaded mules, it is more than probable it would take 
him all day, and perhaps 11e wOlIld find it necessary to take two days. 
But by goin g from the mill up tbe Mineral KilJg road to the head of 
the East Fork, then over Farewell Gap aud down the Little K ern for 
about 5 miles and then west over tIle divide between th e Little K ern 
and the head of the South Fork,lle could arrive lJere in 8 honrs alld with 
half tIl e fatigue. Th e di stance is 2i:l miles. Sbould his objective be a 
poillt 011 tbe South Fork t hat is still far ther west, alld about 5 miles 
farther by trail, though shown by the map t·o be less than 8 miles from 
Atwell's Mill, he would take anoth er route. He would then foUow 
down the Mill eral Kin g road to the mouth of the South Fork at Three 
Rivers and follow up tllat stre~m. The distance, 40 llIiles, would be 
lon ger, but tbe time and labor involved would he less. 

Dnring tbe year ellCling June 30, 1892, Troop K, Fourth Cavalry, 
wa employed a little less than six montbs in guardin g these two small 
national parks, and thOUg:!l the total marchin g of the troop and de­
tachments during that t.ime was about 7,000 miles, such were the ob­
stacles encountered that the parts were not thoroughly explored and 

I"conseqnentl'y not tborollghly known nor protected. 
After submitting my last annual r eport th e det~chmellt that bad 

becn temporarily taken a,way fi'om tbe Colony Sawmill was sellt back 
tbere. During the tell days or so that DO troops had been there the 
Ka weah colouists had torn down nearly all the buildings and hauled 
away most of the IUlllber. The small iron pipe that brought water 
down from a spri1lg about 500 yardF: dil>tallt. had been takelJ up and 
unj ointed and then t luown down tbe mountain side. This seemed to 
indicate tllat tbey did not care so much for the pipe as they did to 
allnoy the soldiers station ed there. Th eir further destruction of the 
buildings and appropriation of the lumber was stopped, a,nel the pipe 
was agaill put together, after a fa>;hiol1 , aud the water supply restored. 
The portable sawmill was removed by the colonists sometime later. 

'fhe traIl of a band of sheep , tr~,velil1g toward the valley, "as found 
in the northern part of th e Sequoia Park in the latter part of Septem­
ber. It was fresh when found) and th e herders' campfi res \"ere still 
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burning. They were extingnished, but the trail was not followed far, as 
it left the parI>:. This year I got information that leads me to believe 
that these slleep were in the northeastern part of the park all last 
summer, and that in September they turned back into it west of where 
their trail waR fow1d, and grazed in the park nearly three weeks longer. 
About the same time another band of Rheep was fOlmd in the south­
eastern corner of the parle The herders claimed to be ignorant of the 
fact that they were trespassing and l)romised to move their sheep away 
at once. The next day another herd was found near the same place 
and the herders made the same excuse and the same promise. On the 
third day tbis herd had gone, buts its trail was followed and it was 
fOlmd still in the park hai'dly a mile distan t. It was then removed. It 
really was the same herd that was seen each day. After the first day 
the herders merely changed places with those of anotber band of sheep 
belonging to the same man that were just outside the park. The sol­
diers, seeing different herders, thought the first flock of sheep bad gone 
away and tbat auotber had come. 

As th e weather grew cool in the fall most of the cattle that had been 
permitted to pass througb to the east side of the park, for summer 
grazing, were allowed by their owners to rnn at large and graze back 
throug'b it on their way to the foothills. ThiS, however, was not the 
caRe with lVIr. Hamilton, who herrls his eattle at Redwood Mea,dows. 
Ail of MI'. Tharpe's cattle and horses, about 150 head in all, were run­
ning loose in tIle Giant Forest. Cattle belonging to other people were· 
found near Castle Rock, a lot more were in the Hockett Meadows, near 
the head of the South Fork, and from 50 to 75 head were discovered late­
in the fall in a very brushy aud difficult canon, on the south side of' 
the South Fork. It was found that salt for the cattle Imd been placed 
ill out of the way places in this canon as well as in the Hockett 
Meadows, to induce them to return as often as they were driven out. 
MI'. Tharpe's cattle were also doubtless provided with salt to keep them 
ill the Giant Forest or its vicinity. Under the eireumstances my force 
was not then capable of keeping the cattle away. Nea,rly all its atten­
tion was given to the Sequoia Park, a detachment visiting the General 
Graut Park about once a week or oftener. 

The first 'uow at the lligher altitudes fell 011 September 15. At 
Mineral King it was about 3 inches deep and lasted about one day. 
The supplies were then moved to Red Hill, as the fall rains sometimes 
wash out the road so much that wagons call not travel it. A detach­
ment was left there until after November 1. 

There were two showers at Red Hill in September, but no more rain 
or snow in the Sequoia Park from that time until after Noveniber 16, 
on which dat.e the troop was relieved from its duty here, aud marched to 
Visalia on its wa,y to the Presidio of Sall Francisco. A big fire had been 
burning for sometime on both sides of the ~orth Fork of the Kaweah, 
and had reached the pal'k before t.he troop left, when it was still burn­
ing. There seemed to be some daLlger of its l'eaching the Giant Forest, 
but as it diel not, it was probably extinguished by a timely rain. 

On the 20th of Ma,y this year the troop was e ' tablisbed in its old 
camp at Red Hill, and under the same order as last year. There was 
evidently mnch less snow on the mountains thau at the same time the 
year before, and the season was nearly a month earlier. To my SUI'- ~ 
prise I found that Tulare County had appropriated a small snm to 
repair the road to Mineral King, which sum had been increased by con­
tribution from some of the people. I wa,s informed last year by Special 
Agent Andrew Cauldwell, General LaQd Office, that the county had no 
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valid title to this road, and of course it could not be expected to expend 
m01Jey for repairing it through a national park. The common belief is, 
however, that th e county does own the road , and that the Interior De· 
partment has no jurisdiction whatever over that portion that lies in the 
p ark. This only crops out wben someone wants to drive cattle through 
the park or do something that is forbidden by the park regulations. 
The illterest ed person then claims immunity from a.ll interference as 
long as he stays in the road and t alks about lawsui ts an d da.mages. 
The acting superilltelldent of the park mu t presume that the informa· 
tion received from au offi cer of th e Illtel'ior Depart ment is correct. 

The road was open to ..Atwell's Mill by the 25th of May, aud in mnch 
bettl'r condition tha,n it was at allY time last year. A small detail 
was sellt to the Davenport ranch as a guard for storeR that RllOUld be 
accumulated there from Red Hill. This ranch is 0 11 the road nearly 
a mile below the mill, and t he place occupied by tht\ soldiers was a 
lot contailling about 4 acres, on the lower side of the road, which had 
been cleared of trees alld inclo~ed with logs. A small fmllle house 
stands near the center of t Ile lot . I had noticed tlli s place last year, 
and thought it Illight be used occasio ll ally as a camp, particularly as 
it was the only cleared piece of ground along the road. At first I sup· 
pORed it was t:1aim ed by some one who would occupy it durillg t he 
summer. Bnt no one came near it, and I afterward learn ed t hat a 
man named DavelJport, who had cleared the groUlld aud built the 
house, had aba ndoned his c:laim to the land before the t it le was com· 
pler,e alld had been absent fro m tlw country, no one knew where, for 
several years. PasRing parties often camped there, an d when the 
cattlemen drove their herd8 through in the sprin g they used the lot as 
a corral to hold their cattle aveI'll ight . . After I had established a 
tempora,ry camp t here thi::; sprin g, I lward that DavclIport had returned 
to this part of the conn try, and was indignant because troops were 
camped at hi s old place. 

In the latt er part of May the weather at Red Hill was unusually warm 
for the time oryear, the maxi mum teruperature rangiug from 900 to 101;°. 
The large streams were very ltigh, as high as they had been in the middle 
of June the year before, at which t ime t lleywere highe ,to The snow was 
evident ly melting very rapidly, aud there appeared to be less of it than 
there had been Oil the 1st of July last yea.r. Thousands of I-heep were 
r eported to be on the Lower Tule alld Kern rivers, south and sont hwest 
of the SeC]uoia Park, and others were reported to be heading towards the 
country betweeu the Sequoia·and Gelleral Grant parks. Accordingly, 
on May 31, Lieut. Nolan took a detachm ent to the Davenport ranch, 
with orders to build a bridge ac 'oss t he East Fork at the nearest avail· 
able place, if he could find one, after which he was to cross and exam· 
ine th.e slopes 0 11 t he south side of the CfLnon , and, failing to find sheep 
there, was to go to Hockett Meadows by the direct trail from Atwell's 
Mill. Oue wonld naturally suppose that from the Mi ll eral King road, 
constructed well up 011 the north sid of the canon, a band of sheep 
on the south side could readily be seen. Last year, however, there 
were two bands of sheep on t hat side for some tl1.ll e, one in t he brush 
and the other in the timber, that were llever seen from the road. The 
herders were careful with t heir fires, to keep the smoke from being 
seen, and the present:e of sheep was ilot suspected . Lieut. Nolan suc· 
ceeded in finding a plane just under the raJ)(;h where the r iver was ac· \ 
cessible on both sides, and in one day built a bridge. Th e slopes on 
the south side were then examined above and below the bridge by men 
on foot, this work being much hindered by the torrents of water that 
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filled nearly every ravine. Lieut. Nolan then started to cross the di­
vide betweeu the East Fork and Hockett Meadows by the trail from 
Atwell's Mill. The slow progress he made iudicates tIle difficulties of 
this route. On the first day li e was compelled to halt befo re reach­
ing tIle crest, as liis animals were exhausted and OJ le pae];: mule had 
heen killed. In zigzaggillg up tlJe 'teep slopes he llad tnwel(:'d abolJ-t 
5~ miles. The next day he traveled but 2 miles in five hours, a nd then 
had to go into camp, for his anim als were exhansted agaill. Tlie ob­
struction to his progress 011 this day was mainly due to 'now. He t llen 
proceeded on foot to the Meadows and found the snow to be 4 feet deep 
on the level. 

On May 31 Lieut. Bensoll was also sent with a detaclLment to exam­
ine the uorthern part of the Sequoia Park, between the Marble and 
North forks, traveling ou the trail that leads to General Grant Park via 
the Colouy Sawmill. It was the ollly trail to t liat park t hen known 
to us. 'l'he ferryboat owned by the Kaweah colony wa,s used b y him 
to cross the Kaweah River. This is a cable ferry located just below t he 
mouth of the North Fork. He fOUJld the latter stre~tm ford able, :wd 
met witll no obstacle till he arrived at a large hranclJ of the ortll Fork, 
near the uorthe1'l1 boundary of th e park. He cOlll>idel'ed it unwise to 
attempt to cross this stream with horseiS, but Grossed without tliemand 
explored the northwest portion of the park and adjacent country on 
foot. Afterward lie traveled over a considerable portion of the country 
between the trail and t he main North Fork. A ll along t he western 
balf of the nortll erll lin e of the p~tl'k on both s ides there were indica­
tions of sheep-herding' last year . A lon g the western boundary of the 
park, 011 t he slopes that fall towards the North Fork, it was evident 
that no cattle nor 'heep had grazed for several year ;;;. 

After Lieut. Nolull had thrown a bridge over t he East Fork, the men 
stationed at D avenport Hanch were required to make fTequent recon­
noissances of t Ile south s ide of the calion. The sheep fouud there last 
year had come up from the sou th, over the snow in Hockett Meadows. 

On J llne 17, Lieut. N o]a u was ordered from Red H ill with a detach­
ment to try to reach Hockett Meadows by way of 1\1ine1'3,1 King and 
Fare\rell Gap. Th e route u sually tmveled in goin g from Red R ill to 
Hockett Meadows is down the road to Three Rivers, and from there up 
the canon of the South Fork. But this ·tream was very high , and as I 
it would have to be crossed five tim es the route was not availa,lJle. 
The road above Atwell's Mill was 110W open, and ill goiug by Milleral 
King t he most tlerious difficulty to be expected was the snow iu Fare-
well Gap. Lieut. Nolan succeeded ill getting through, llOWf\Ver, and 
found that the sliow h ad about disappea,red from the Mead ows, but the 
ground was too boggy for tnvveJ. 

all June 19 Lieut. Benson was again sent to the northern part of the 
park, wliere he rema im:,d Ulltil August 1, when he was obli ged to go to 
the Presidio of San Fraucisco as a witness before a court-martial. 

On June 23, an the men at H.ed Hill, except a detacliment of six, 
were moved to the Davellport H,anch, and a detachm ent was placed at 
Miueml King, 7 miles distant. 

On July 2 the ca mp nt Davenport l~a.nch was abandoned and the 
men Hnd stores located at Mineral King. 

On July 4, I went with Lieut. Nolan over F arewell Gap to Quinn's 
hoI' 'e ranch iu t he southeastern com er of tbe Seqnoia Park, and there 
statiollcd a detaclnoent. Ou the 5th I returned to Mineral K in g, while 
he went to the Bockett Meadows, retUl'llillg to Min eral King on the 
6th. He had seen no signs of sheep, but found cattle at a place known 
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as the Milk R anch and h ad sent \vord to that efff>c't to the noncommis· 
sioued offi.cer in charge of the d etail at Qu.iun's borse ranch. At that 
time mosqu.itoes made life unbearable in the Meadows, bnt the detach· 
meut was to move there by July 15, when the ground WOllld be drier 
and the mo qnitoes less tronblesome: 

During June Mr. Hamilton bad been allowed to drive his cattle to 
Mineral King', following the roa,d through the park. He then took 
them over Timber Gap to Redwood Meadows, which lie east of the 
park. Mr. Luce had informed me t hat he an d Mr. Dean were partners 
in tbe cattle busines , and their cattle ,yere also driven up the road 
aud over Timber Gap to land east Ot'l tlJe parle I caution ed Mr. Luce 
to keep tbem oil' the park , and told l]im that whenever my men went 
over the divide north of Atwell's MiUlast year they always found some 
of his cattle. 

It will be remembered that last year Mr. Tharpe was given pm·mis· 
sion to drive his cattle and horses up the Moro Roek trail to Giant 
Forest, and through the Giant Forest to land east of t he park, that he 
represellted wa, rented by him . He owns considerable laud in the 
Giant Fore ·t and bas one large meadow in closed and phnted with tim· 
othy tbat be cuts for hay. This is known as Wolverton's Meadow. 
H e promised that after en teri11/l' the park he would drive the stock to 
tills meadow in one day, where t hey would be kept insid e t Ile inclosure 
till they rested, and t heu iu one day h e would drive tbem eastward be· 
yond tlle parI':' He did not drive up his cattle till late in A ugust. He 
had to go by the camp at Red Hill, where the trail cro ses the Kaweah 
River, and I had left word at that camp that wheuever he appeared 
with his cattle a detail was to accompany him to see that lie cUd not 
let them scatter in t Ile park nor delay on the wny. It so h appened that 
when tbe cattle carne a,long tbere was but one man in camp available 
for tills dnty. Thi ]l\au afterward reported to me t bat they were driven 
to the meadow and corrale.t1 ;all d bad 1Iot stopped on tlle ,yay. He did 
Dot seem to knowthathe should have gone far ther and had returned from 
that place. A few weeks later I found sign s on this trail that plaiuly 
showed that a la rge number of cattle had certainly stopped for at lea t 
one da)7, or that a small Dnmber had stopped for several days. For 
a sbort time after the cattle were driven up only a few were seen in 
the Giant Forest, but by t he middle of October it was evident that all 
the horses aud cattle were there and that no efiort was being made by 
lVIr. 'l'harpe's herd er s to keep them out. The sergeant in charge of tbe 
detachment at the Colony Sawmill reported tbat wben the herders 
were spoken to abont this they would answer, "Well, wby don't you 
drive tbem out." At that time we knew of no place near tbe p[Lrk to 
which we conld drive them and where the.v would stay and not return. 
If they were driven just out of the park and turned loose t hey would 
b e back in the pal'k inside of an houl'. This spring lVIr. Tharpe asked 
p ermission to drive his cattle aglLin over the same tra.il to land east 
of the park. H e said he did not like to drive oyer 'rimber Gap to get 
to ills range because he would then have to go over Redwood :Mead­
ows wbere Mr. Hamilton had his cattle and tbey ueeded all the grass. 
I tolu him be could clr'ive his cattle through under tbe same conditions 
as were agreed to last year. I a"ked him to notify me when he was 
ready to drive th em up, which he promiseu. I t was my iutention to 
send a detail along, under a commissioned officer, but I said nothing of 
it to him. 

On Jun e 23 Lieut. Benson found a band of"2,700 Rbeep OIl the Marble 
Fork at tlle foot of Mount Silliman. He had with him at the t.ime but 
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two men; all weJ'e on foot, and tlle party waR out of rations. He took 
charge of the herders and bronght them down to Red Hill, and came 
up to Davenport ranch with the chief herder, a Mexican named Carlos 
Delgado, to see me. The sheep belollged to a man lmowu. as "French 
Pete," lIamed Peter Lnstaud. The ·portion of the park where his sheep 
wel'e found had never been visited by the troops before, and had been 
represellted to us as very rough and almost impenetrable, and besides 
as probably not in tl.le park. Lieut. Benson had now learned better. 

• The Rheell had doubtless been herded there all last summer without in­
terferen ce, alld 011 this account the herue1's were permitted to return 
with Lieut. Benson to drive out the sheep, following their back trail. 
Bnt dming their absence Lustand arrived from Kings River and dis­
cO\7erecl what had occurred, alld with some of hi s men taken from 
another of his herds in the Kings River couu try, had commenced 
gatherillg the sheep, which were driven out after Lieut. Benson re­
tUl'lled. 

Ou July 3 lie found another herd of sheep on Clover Creek, near the 
llorthel'll line of the pal'k. These belonged to a Mr. Janes, and were 
under charge of one herder, a young malJ named Fille. He said he 
had beeuleft there with some food, but witllOUt horses or donkeys, 
whiull the other herders llad taken . to Visalia, where they expected to 
spClld t.he 4th. He admitted tlJat he a]ld all the herders and the owner 
knew that the pl ace where the sheep were found was in the park. He 
wa,' sent to me at Mineral Killg wbere 1 foulld him 011 July 5. Two 
mell were left with the sbeep to keep them out of the park, and to catch 
the other herders on their return frOID Visalia. Lieut. Benson tben 
scouted the adjacellt country with the remail1l1er of his men, and 
reached the Giallt Forest on July 0, where he learued tuat Mr. Tharpe 
had dr'iven his cattle by Red Bin on the 4th instant, and was on bis 
way up the Moro l~ock trail. H e had no ill strnction::! about these cattle 
from me, but knew what OUgllt to be done. ' He feared that his force 
was too weak to liandle the cattle, aud sent to Clover Creek for the 
two lllen left with the sheep. They had held the flock close to the line;­
and after seeiug that it was wholly out of tlle park they joined him. 

On July 6, wbile at lVJin eral King, I also learned from my men at l~ed 
Bill t11at Mr. Th arpe's cattle had passed there ou the 4th, and also that 
they had stonped after getting in the park. I did not know whether Lieut. 
BelJ son would be in the GiantForest when they arrived tbere, or whether 
lle would have enough men to act efficiently. OIl the 7th I started to the 
Giant FOl'est wilh a largt' detachment, and arrived at his camp on the 
8th. Tharpe's stock had gotten t.o the Giant Forest that day. Early 
ill the morniug a lot of loose horses came up the trail and at once 
started to scatter through the woods. Lieut. Benson's men were soon 
reHdy and stopped and heltl them as they came. Tile cattle were also 
collected and heJd as they came up, and then, under Lieut. Benson's 
escort, were cOllducted to Wolverton Meadows and placed in the in­
closure. The next day he accompalJied tllem to a spot high up ou the 
north sirlc of the canon of the Middle Fork, and un del' the highest part 
of its crest. This, Mr. Th arpe ~aid, was known as Farley's Meadows, 
and was rented by 11im. Rough surveys, made by Lieut. Benson and 
Nolan this summer , leave ]10 doubt thi s land is in the park. How­
ever, I was not certain of this at tlll:tt time, and as the cattle were 
ill a place whem they could easily be kept out of the Giant Forest, 
and where they could not go up tbe moulltain and only with great 
difticllity down it, I gave Mr.' Tharpe t he bellefit of the doubt. I was 
the more inclilled to do tbis as there was plenty of work for all the men 
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elsewhere. He was warned that if any of his horses or cattle were 
fouud in the Giallt Forest they would be driveu over to the Kings 
River country and turned loose. 

On the 10th I started to GClJeral Grant Park, wlticlt I r eached Oll the 
12th, havillg traveled most of tlte way from Giant Forest by a route 
hitherto mdmowll to us. On t he morning of the 12th I was busy looking ' 
ovel' gTOlllld inthat park where Mr. John W.Parker, of Camp Badg'er, had 
asked authority to luake a road. III the aftel'llOOll I found tbat about 
one third of tbe parI. , 011 the westeI'II side, bad been swept lJyfil'e, which 
had been almost complete ly checked, though a num bel' of trees and logs 
wel'e still smoldering. The fire had started 011 the land of Moore & 
Smitll, west of the park, and they had turued out about 50 men to check 
it . 'rllis was to their interest, as they own large trants of timber land 
along'side the park. Ilte fire was under such control that it would 
pl'obably not start afresh for everal days, and as Iliad but two 
soldiers and a packer witlt me, I started back to Mineral Killg next 
morning to get a detachm eut for a permanent camp. Iu going to Red 
Bill I followed a route west of the North l!~ork through Eshom Valley, 
and found it much shorter and better than any others previow:,]y known 
to us. I was back in Gelleral Gra.Jlt Pa,rkon tlte 16th, and established the 
camp. The tire was cOllstautly starting afresh in new places, and Ire· 
mained till the 21st, when I felt SlLre it was under control. A lot · of 
brush and fallen timber had been bUTnt up, and also a few pine and fir 
tree,.;, but none of the big trees were destroyed, though a.bout half a 
dozell were fllightly illjured. 

I theu sta,rted with fuur men to go to the Giant Forest, and on the 22d 
crossed Clover Creek and camped a few miles soutlt of it. After dinner I 
took the first sergeant and wen t back toward a point Oll Clover Creek 
about a mile above where we had crossed in the morning. Uur object was 
to try to get to the top of Mount Silliman, but as we approached the 
creek we heard a band of sheep in a caiiou below us, and the voices of 
the herders, who were evidently driving them as fast as they could. 
The firs t sergeant went back to. camp and got the other men, a.nd we then 
followed the sheep. The hel'ders were evidently trying to get them 
into the rocks where horses could not go, hoping probably that we 
would not try to follow them. W e captured two herders and took 
them and their supplies back to camp, as it was getting too late to 
attempt anything more that day. Next morning we found that the 

. sheep hadaH been drivell from the park, either during the night 01' at day­
light. The fire of olle herder, whom we had not seen, and who had 
driven off the sheep, was [ound high upon the mountain. Hehad evidently 
beell placed there as a picket, and had seen my detachment when it 
cross('d Clover Creek on the lIIorning of the 22d and given warning of 
its approach. The sbeep had been ill the park about two days, advan· 
tage being taken of the fact. that during that time Lieut. Benson was 
abst'lIt with hIS detacltment in the direction of General Graut Park, try­
ing to catch another band of sheep that he expected to find in the 
northwestern corner of the Sequoia Park. The herders we had, aJJd 
their one dOli key and baggage, were taken out of the park by the Colony 
road. While passing through the Giant Forest I met Lieut. Bensoll who 
had gone to General Grant Park, and then tumed south following the 
trail- west of the North Fork to within 8 miles of Red Hill. He theu 
returned to the Giant Forest by way of the Colony road. He had 
found four or five hors~s in the park on this road, and was drivillgthem 
to the Kings River country. I retLll'ned 0 Mineral King on the 26th. 

During my absence, ii'om July 7 to this time, Lieut. Nolan had been left 
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at Mineral King in charge of matters in the southern half of the Sequoia. 
ParI .. I had seen him on the 14th when I returned from General.Grant 
Park to geta detachment to phwe ill campt llere, and direct ed him to build 
a corral in the Hockett l\fp,adows to bold all the cattle found t ll('re alld 
down the S-outl~ Fork, and to notify the cattle-owners tllat their cattle 
would be c911ected and driven over to tbe Kings River calion, -Ivllere 
they would_be tlll'ned loose, and t hat they would be taken over ~uch a 
difficult route that they would not come back. H e was also to try to 
locate as far as possible tIle eastern bOUlJdary of the park acr08S the 
calion of the Middle Fork, and find his way or cut a trail as nearly 
along it as possible. When I arrived at lVI.ineral Kill g, ou the 20th, I 
found that he was absent trying' to make suell a trail. The corral in 
Hockett Meadows h ad beeu built aud the notification seut to the cat­
tle owners. He had found a h erd of sh eep neal' the park on the Little 
Kei'll River, and warlled the h erders to keep off. Next day h e went 
back ancl found the sheep on the park. The herders were re moved from 
the park and kept away for several days while the soldiers drove off 
the sheep. I found orders for Lieut. Bensou to proceed to the Presidio, 
which I transmitted to him, and left orders for Lieut. Nolan to take hts 
place, while I wellt to the Hockett Meadows. I leam ed afterwards 
that Lieut. Nolan had beell able to get down to the MitLclle Fork, and 
was fortunate enough to find a crost:1ing. He had forced lli :;; way a long 
distance up the north si de of t he eaiion through dense ' brush and 
then found his supplies were ex1lausted alld could go no farther. -While 
he was doing this Lieut . Benson was exploring the soutll eru aud eastern 
acclivities ot' Mount Silliman on foot. He there fonnd some meadows 
where the shet·p of Mr. Lustaud (French P ete) had been grazing for 
three weeks, and which they bad just !t·ft . His horses aud supplies 
were still there under charge of his for ema n, OarIos D elgado, whom 
Lieut. Bensoli had found with t hese sh eep on the Marble Fork in June. 
He took charge of this man and everythin g in t he camp, but the man 
ran away subsequently durin g the night. The horses were taken down 
the Colouy road outside of the p ark aud turned loose. It was foulld ' 
tha,t some of I~l1staud's sheep had been t~.ken across the divide b etween 
the Kings aJld Kaweah rivers, and had been feeding iu t he park on the 
north ide of the Middle Fork. ' 

On arriving at H ockett Meadows on July 27th J found thaLthe meu 
there hall collected a llumber of cattle belonging to Mr. Blo\5som. His 
son appeared the next day and they were tnrlled over to him on his 
promise that he would keep t11ern from trespassing. When he took th em 
away he said he would r eturll in four 01' five days to see i ' we llad any 
more aJld get them. During th at timewe gathered ill t he corral ~2 head, 
and as he did not r eturn, I started with them on the s ix th day, going' 
over the trail to A twell's Mill. They were held that night in th e,iu­
closure at Davenport Ranch, while I went to Mineral King for forage 
for the horses. YOlmg Mr. Blossom appeared a t MiHeral King at 6 
o'clock next mornin g to ask for his cattle. They were given to him on 
the. arne conditions as before. The next day lIe commenced to put up 
a fence across the tra il in the eaiion of the South Fork, at tIle western 
boundary of the park. This was to keep Ilis cattle from comiug up the 
canon. As he seemed to be acting in good faith I let him have a few 
head that we subsequently found. A few head belongill g to a Mr. Put­
mall were given to him 011 the same conditions, though a place was 
found where he had left salt for his cattle. Their range was in tlle 
brushy canon on the south side of the South :I:<'ork, where 50 or 75 head 
of cattle were found late iu the fall of last year. 
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On August 17 I~ieut. Bell son ani ved at Hockett lVleadowl'> al1d reported 
that in coming up tbe South Fork he found the bars of tb e feJJ ce down 
and a lot of cattle ill the park. "Ve had j lll:it corralled fum or' five more 
of .Mr. B losso m's ca,ttle, and on the ] 8th I met his son coming up the South 
Fork to get them. He protested that he did not know lww the gap in 
the fence came to be made, and that t he break was no fau lt of hi s. On 
this I sent word to Lieut . Bensoll to let him have t l. e cattle then in the 
corral. Ou the 22d another IJCrd of 16 bead had been collected, and 
Lieut. Benson started north with them to Kings I{iver. W hile campecl 
on the Middle Fork he was visited by Mr. B lossom himself, who prom­
ised most faithfully to keep his ca,ttle fl'om trespassillg if they were 
turned over to him. He was allowed to take five that he said belonged 
to bim l and the others were driven tvward the divide between the Mar · 
ble Fork and K ill gs River, at a point a little west of Mouut Silliman. 
One bad to be dropped on tile way on account of fatigue, and an ot ber 
escaped, aud nine were driven down a rough calion on the Kings Itiver 
side of th e divide. Lieut Nolan was off in the directioll of tbe llorth­
west corner of the park, and when Lieut. Bellson r eaclw d Olover Oreek 
he found that advantage had been t ak en of that fact, for a baud of 
sheep had been grazing there about two days and had just left. It is 
supposed they were the band of lVlr . Janes th~Lt had been fo und there 
on July 3. . . 

After he had disposed of t he cattle and returned as far as the Giant 
Forest, Lieut . Benson concluded to t ry to descend the north face of the 
canon of the lVnddle Fork and strike tIle trail Lieut. Nolan had made Dart 
of the way up ill his a ttempt to cross the canon in July. If he reached 
that trail he intended to follow it across the canon a nd get to the ~lilleral 
King road by cross iug the divide between the Middle and East forks. 
He was su ccessful in his attempt. After crossing the Middle Fork Le 
found a, lot of cattle belollgin g to Mr. Luce and Mr. Dean that had ap­
parently been driven down t he trail. On cross ing the divide nort.h of 
AtweU's Mill he found the trail of oue or two donkeys or mules traveling 
eastward. He followed this trail, which led him to a meadow, where a 
band of sheep were grazing. He was Dot certain they were in the park, 
so be conti.nued to Mineral K ing. There he gathered information wh ich 
left no doubt that they were in t he park, an d he retnrlled tile same after-

. noon, August 28, took t ile herders, a nd sent tbe l,n to me at Hockett 
Meadows. He left som e men to drive the ~heep ont of the p<lrk, a nd I 
sent the herders out b y t he trail down the Sonth Fork. The next day, 
August 29, Lieut. Benson collected all the cattle he had seen, and started 
to drive them to the place he had driven the otheTs. To do this he bad 
to take them to the Mineral King road and go down the road as far as the 
bridge near tile mouth of the EliSt Fork, wh el'e he crosfled over the divide 
to t he Middle Fol'k. He campt'd 01 1 the Middle Fork 011 the 30th, allcl 
was met by MI'. Lu{;e, who was very indignant, and demanded hi s cattle. 
He was also angry becclUfle they had been driven a long clistall ce on a 
hot day. On his promising that he would keep them out of the park 
in future they were turIled over to him. 

About this time Lieut. Nolan visited Generll l Gr ant Park and found 
near it two flocks of sheep, Lumberin g about 4,600. He spoke to the 
herders, and started to tell them just where the boundary of that pa['k 
was and to caution them to keep off, but their manner was indifferent 
and their lan guage insolent, so be let them alou e. Early next morning 
be was ont lookiu g for them, a nd found the sheep coming into the park. 
He took charge uf the herders, six in all , a nd sent the two principal 
men to me wIllie he detained the others and drove out the sheep. The 
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two herders sent to me were t aken to th e Porterville trail, just south 
of the Sequoia Park, and then allowed to go, and orders were sent to 
Lieut. Nolan not to detain longer the others. 

The detachment placed in camp at Gen. Grant Park 011 July 16 has 
been actin g under instructious which seem to have been eift'ctive in 
preserving good order and protecting the big trees fi'om disfigurement 
or spoliatIOn. Only once has it been found necessary to interfere with 
visitors to the parlL On one occasion two men engaged in target prac­
tice near the big trees, npon which their arms were taken from them 
alld kept till they left. There has been no trouble there on account of 
sheep except in the in Rtance mentioned above. A species of laurel 
grows in the park, ,.",hich is fatal to sheep that eat it. Most of the 
slleepmen know tlJis and keep their flocks away. With cattle there 
has been noJittle difficulty. A la.rge number have been in the habit 
of feeding'" there every summer. There was no place in the vicinity to 
which they could be driven from which they would not return. A corral 
was built at the camp, amI the cattlemen were notified that any of tlJeir 
cattle touud in the park would be placed in it and held till called for, 
and that the Government did not provide feed to give them, 1101' was I 
permitted to let them graze in tlJe park as they would do if turned 
loose. The owners were. notified as far as possible whenever their cattle 
were corralled. This plan has its disad valJtages, and at first the cattle­
men were content to let their cattle run at large an d come after them 
when they were caught, but in a few weeks this became somewhat an­
noying and they are uow hecoming more careful. The park is so small 
and so easy to travel in that t he cattle were caught within a very short 
time after they arrived in it. Of course this plan would be useless in 
the Sequoia Park unless the force guardin g it was greatly increased. 

I have made this long and detailed report in order to emphasize the 
recommendations made last year, that laws be enacted providing pen­
alties for all infractions of t he reg'ulation s made by the Secretary of the 
Intenor for the government of the parks, and th at tile parks be sur­
veyed and the b01-mdaries distinctly marked. The great importance of 
such action must he apparen t. I notice t hat the officers in charge of 
the Yellowstone and Yosemite National Parks made last year similar 
recommendations, and th e unanimity of opinion shows that' such recom­
mendations must be well founded. A guard is placed in the Sequoia 
and Gen. Grant National Parks to protect them from spoliati! >n and from 
injury by fires, to protect 'the fish and game, and preserve everything in 
its natural condition. This object can be attained only by a rigid en-

I forcement of the park regulations. In the absence of legal penalties for 
their violation, other methods to make them effective mnst be devised. 
The acting superin tendent must keep before him the purpose fOl' which 
he is here, and try to accompli sh it. If he commences to quibble about 
the propriety of every action that seems necessary, and to debate with 
himself whether it is technically legal or illeg,tl, he will accomplish al­
most nothing. In order tp carry out the spil'it of the laws establishing 
the parks he must not allow such thoughts to distract him from hi' pur­
pose, but try to discover what method of action he can fo]Jow which 
will be the mildest, the least objectionable, and at the same time effec­
tive. It is natnral tha,t the propriety of some of his acts should he 
questioned. The men who never feel the slightest regret for viola,t ing 
the park regulations themselves, and who "rill intentionally violate 
them whenever they think they can do so with.impuuity, are of course 
the most critical and the first to quest.ion the right of the acting su­
perintendent to proceed in the mildest way open to him to make the au-
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thority of the Government over its own land respected by them. A 
state of augry feeling aud of hostility to the parks is the result, which, 
ullfortuuately, is sometimes commuuicated to the uest disposed citizens. 
'1'he enactment of definite Jaws for the govemment of the parks would 
greatly reduce the field uow open for quibbles and arguments, and wouJd 
have prevented much of the hard feeling now existing. If a case over 
which the COLutS had jurisdictioll should be brought to trial the first 
plea would doubtless be that the a lleged offeuse was not committed in 
either' of the parks, aud because th~ prosecution coulll not definitely 
prove where t he boundaries are, this plea would often be valid. If it 
failed the accu 'ed could claim that the Government had put up no mon­
uments or other marks to show the bonlllla ry of its reservations, and 
that he was ignorant of the fact that he was in the park. If'park laws 
are ena(-t ed the park boundaries must be well marked to keep the laws 
from b eing evaded. 

l do Hot pretend to know exactly what penalties should be prescribed, 
but the results of the phLlLS followed ill tl'ying to enforce the park regLI­
lations should be suggestive to professional lawmakers. Ou alTiving 
here last year I found that the cattlemen who had been in the habit of 
turning their cattle loose to roam at will on Government land com­
plained that the establishment of the parks restricted their ranges, and 
would force them to dispose of their cattle without letting them wait 
for a favorable season of the year to do 1:;0 with advantage. Some of 
these men owned more or less land in the Sequoia Park, usually in 
small tracts, and in the vicinity of these their cattle ranged over half 
a township or more. Others had no land. The sheepmen cJaimed Tlot 
a foot in either parle All professed an inteutioll to do all in their 
power to keep their herds out of the parks, and Jeft the impression that 
they felt obliged to get l'id of their cattle as fast as they could without 
loss to themselves. Their profess ions were accepted in good faith, and 
my men were employed constautly in eollecting cattle and driving them 
just out of the parks, where they were t urned loose, only to be back 
again next {lay. The condition of alf'airs in the fall of the year hereto­
fore mentioned showed t hat these measures were not effective. The 
men had been so busily engaged in this duty that a large portiou of 
the Seqnoia Park, in fact nearly all the northern portion, was unex­
plored a.ndnnknown , and was overrun with cattle and sheep that were 
never disturbed. I expected to firld this spring that many cattle h~Ld 
been sold since last fall , a nd that our work would consequently be 
lighter, bLlt, illstead of having der, reased, the berds were larger. Stronger 
measures have been a.dopted this summer. The plan of corraling cattle 
found in the General GL'antPark, a lludl'iving to the Kings River country 
those found in the Sequoia P a l' k, seems now to have beco me effect­
ive, but we have not yet succeeded in making much headway against 
the sheep mea. The herder.:; have always been taken a way from tbeir 
flocks <Lnd, except in the case of the first herd found this year, were 
conducted to some point on the boundary of the Sequoia, Park as far 
as possible from their herds and theu let go with a.n emphatic injulLction 
not to return to theil' shee p throngh the park, nor ever t o enter it again. 
Sheep withoLlt herders will 800n scatter and get lost, while many are 
liable to b e killed by panthers and bears, yet this summee's experience 
shows that the risk of great loss has not deterred sheep herdel's from 
dr-iving their flocks into one of the pa rks, even though they have been 
caught befote. A I write this a fresh instance of their pertinacity is 
brought to my notice. 

On September 3, Lieut. Benson was sent to take his old place in the 
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northern part of the park and relieve Lieut. Nolan. The latter offi cer 
and his men, without their horses,were found in the rocks 11eartbe sum­
mit of Mount Silliman, wbere they had been several flays. The sheep­
men had adopted new tactics. Th ey drove their sheep to tills almost 
inaccessible locality, where they were left with one or two herders, while 
their ridiug and pack animals and supplies were left outside th e park 
and the herders took turns ill comilJg. When ' Lieut. Nolan found 
the sheep the one herder with t hem ran away with all llis might and 
escaped. About 5,000 sheep were found, more than Lieut. Nolan's men 
could hall dIe. To drive ·them through to the west or south s id.e of tbe 
park would be playing iu to the herders' hands, for the sheep would eat 
everytlJing ou tile way and the direction would be the one the herders 
wish to take at this season of the year. They would be 011 the watch on 
the oppoRi te side of tile park to gather the sheep as theJ7 came onto 
I~i eut. Nolan plaeedllis men around them, and at night one herder ,ras 
caugItt while trying to sneak in to them. ' Next day another herder was 
caught whi le watching tile party with a small telescope. Th e sheep~ 
getting hungry, became too restless t o hold, an d Lieut . Nolan tried theu 
to scatter them in tbe rocks. About till.s time Lieut. Benson a,ITivetl~ 
who g'atllered about 1;500 aBd put tllem ill an old corral the sbeepmen 
bave used frolll year to year. My hLSt inforwation is that t ll eRe sueep 
were still in the corral, while a watch is kept for other herders that may 
come after those that h[we scat tered . Lieut. Ben!:;on cun Hot keep all 
his men in tbat vicinity, however, tor there are sheep along tI le whole 
northem boundary, about 10,000 lJeing in one locali1Jy near him. The 
lIue west of him mURt be closely watched. He has olily 15 men with 
him, but there are also F;heep all aroLllld t Il e soutll eas~eI'll portion of 
Seqlloi:t Park, nud General. Grant Pal'k is t hreaten d. 

Owing to the topogl'apby of the country, wbich llI akes r apid lIlove­
ments between different points impossible, no detrwlllncnt can now be 
weakened by details sent to reenforce another. VVkLt Lieut . Benson 
wj]] accomplish is, of course, nuknown; but he lias excelleut j udgment 
and 1 shall give him no orders. The two herders taken by Lieut . Nolan 
were brought to me at Re.d Hill on September 0, '1I eH they were g iven 
a good diuner, after which t hey were placed on the road to Vis<Llia" and~ 
with the usual injunctions told to leave. As they had no food of any 
kind with them whea caught, several of t eir sheep were killed for 
theif subsistence willIe i ll our hand s. 

It is estimated that durillg the summer no less than 500,000 sheep 
have been feedillg in the Kern and K illgs River valleys. This is a 
greater nnmber t han ever before, and the establishment of the parks 
restricts them to a smaller area. The ]alld t hey u '0 for pasttU'flge j~ 
almo·t altogether land that belong's t o tb e Govel'llment, for which the 
sheep owners pay Ileither rent nUl' taxes, hut which they appl'0pl'iate 
to their exclu::;ive use dLU'lng t ile summer. Th e sbeep have been 
crowded so closely that pleasure pu,rties visiting the mOlmtains have 
been put to great ill convenience because they could get no grass for 
their horses and pack animals, and for this ·reasoll many l)eo1'l e tuat 
would like to vi.-it Mount 'Whitney, or spend a few days fi shing in Kern 
River or Its tributaries, have been kept from doing so. The theory 
that these immell se swarms of sheep sweeping over the country and 
devolUing everythillg' in the ::;hape of vegetation as they go are pel'­
fectly harmless L- 11 I defensible. North of the Sequuia Park, about the 
headwaters of the nortll fork of t Ile Kaweah, the 1lI0untaills look bare 
and rocky. One finds there a tilln growth of trees, little or no grass1 
some low brnsh, and a few weeds. These monntains have been crossen 
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and recrossed uy sheep for years. O!d gettlers sa,y that twenty years 
ago they were cov('red with grass, and tbat trees "\\ere then t ell times 
as plentifnl, but tbat the grass bas beeu " sbeeped" oft· and tbe trees 
burned off by sbeep herders wbo tried to destroy the underurush with 
fire, as grass would grow iu its place to replace tba t which the shel'p 
had already killed. F or many years sheep " 'ere kept eyery !>ummer in 
the Hockett Meadows. The growth of grass, wbkh should be strolJg­
est . in the moist places, ha.s in many instances been almost replaced 
by a growth of weeds. On making inquiries I find tIlat sheep were 
herded mo t . wlJere tIle weeds are thickest. It is now two years sillce 
slJeep were herded there, and the weeds still tlJrive. Ou the rich­
looking black soil under the trees on the hillsides, wbere one would 
expect to filld v('getatioll , there is little 0 1' no grass, and often not even 
brush or weeds. In contrast to this is tlJe COUll try included in the 
Mineral King milling district, arOlUld which sheep have gTazed. on all 
sides, but whiell tbey have never been permitted to enter. To·day it 
is t lJe oll ly place ' near tbe Sequoia P ark, free to the public and bigh 
enough for grass to keep green all summer, where plentifill pasturage 
call be found on t he mountaill slopes. 

During the will ter the sheep are herded in tlJe valleys ou laud either 
leased or owned by tlJeir ownCl'S. As fast as t lJe snow disappears in 
the mountains in tlJ e early summer months tbousaud s of slJeep a.ppear. 
At first tuey eat th e tender shoots and buds 011 tlJe bushes, and after­
wards tb e gra.ss ill tbe meadows. By the middle of August the snow 
h as almost completely disappeared from tbe high elevations above tim­
ber line, such as Mouut Si]1jman, and scattel'ed bunches of grass grow 
from the crevices betwee ll the rock . At the same time the meadow 
pasturage is about exhausted alld the slJeep are driven to the high alti­
tudes to feed on the graf4S growiug there. Although t his grass grows 
so sparsely that at a sllOrt dist &nce the rocks look perfectly bare, it is 
so nu tritious that it keeps the slJeep in good flesh. The .' oows and cold 
weather compel them to leave it by the end of September at the latest, 
when they are again taken to t he valleys for the winter . The herders 
are a lmost invariably French , Portug nese, or Mexican . Very fe'" are 
American citizens, a llCi mallyof them cao not even peak English. 
Many of the slleep owuers are a lso foreigners, usua.nyof French nation­
ality. 

Th e cu,ttlemen, who have been accustomed t o let tbeir ca,ttle run u,t 
large ill the terri tory now included in the parks, claim tbat cattle are 
not destructive to \7egetation like sheep, and that t Il e exclusion of their 
cattle is ltnreasoJlalJl~. It is trne that the , mall nnmber of cattle they 
now OWl {would probably do the parks DO material damage, but ao over­
stocked I'ange.is sm e to suffer. If the parks are t lU'OWll open ati a fi.'ee 
cattle r ange, wbile sheep ar e excluded, cattle raisiJlg will receive a 
stimulu ' that will soon lead to overstocking the nll1ge. The r esult 
will be as in the casc of the sheep and t he publi c land 011 wbich they 
are pastured. For years that land has been a vast fi.·ee r ange tOt' them 
and nothin g else. The sbeep industry has thus been cncouraged, and 
now t llat l'allge is overstocked. Unless the number of sheep i& greatly 
r educed t lJe land. will soon be ruined for sheep pasturage or auything 
else. The scar city of feed followin g tlJe overstockin g of tbe range is 
Oll e reason for the persistence of the sheep men in t heir eff'orts to 'feed 
their berds in tLe p arks. 

In my opiuion all the land in the Sequoia Park owned byi.lldividuals 
should be purchased by the Government. There is not a great amonnt 
of such lu,nd, audno one persoll own enough to make him wish to keep 

• 
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it or improve it now that tl:te park is established . The amount tha,t · 
can be used for agricnlt ural purposes is very small a,lId is so situ ated 
that it will probably never improve ill value. The resideut proprietor 
of on e of these tl'a,cts is r emote from ll eigltlJors and good roads; he 
is surrounded 011 all sides by the park a nd can not enhtrge his posses­
sions and can not get sufficient pasturage for his domestic stock if 
tlteyincrease in number. Some of the cattlemen- as 1\11'. Tharpe, and 
MI'. Dean- own several hacts ofland apiece. These tracts are from 40 to 
160 acres in area alld were purchased as "State swamp" or "School 
lands." They generally oontain a fewacl'es of meadow land, that is more 
or less boggy after the snow melts in t he spring, and remain s so in spots 
during t lle summer. , The men who own these lands complain that they 
are lmjustly deprived of th e use of them for their cattle and receive no 
money or other lands as a recompense. The reason for their exclusion 
is that if the cattle are placed tlJere they will ra,nge over miles of park 
tel'l'itory instead of remainillg ou these few acres of private laud. The 
meadows are not fenced in , with the exception of the vVolvertou Meadow, 
and do not furnish grass ellough to upport the cattle if th ey were 
fenced. The owners say that the laud is lIOt worth fencing, and as they 
ex.'Pect that t he Government will purchase the land eventually, they do 
not care to take the trouble or ,t ime to put up fences . , TIJe Giant 
Forest lia s a quantity of meadow land, claimed by individuals, one 
of them being Mr. Tharpe, wllo ha ' been in the , habit of using it all. 
Tbe camp of the detachmen t in the Giaut Forest is Oll land that he 
claims, and as it is not fenced, we are keeping his cattle so t~Lr from 
it that it is of no use to him, while our own horses and mules a re feed­
ing on it;. So far a's cattle men Ivho own such lands are concemed, the 
comlit;ion of affairs promotes the gl'owt;h of grievances. 

Since my report of Jast year Mr. Boni(y, ,>,ho lived on tbe Middle 
Fork near the western boundary of t he Sequoia P ark, h as moved aw.ay. 
He apparently abandon ed the place. Mr. Hiten, who cbims land in 
sect;ion 8, I thiuk, of townsh ip 17 soutll, of r ange 31 east, is now living 
011 it;. 'I.'hese a re the only changes during the year among the few peo­
ple residing in the park . 

I invite att;en tion agauJ to the fact that the most con veniell t trails for 
traveling to t;heGe11eral Grant Park, a nd all points in the northern halfof 
the Seqnoia Park are reached by gOUlg to t lJ e mouth of the North Fork 
of the Kaweah and following up t hat stream. This route is u sed even 
when tartin g from the camp a t Min eraI-King, which is more t han 7,000 
feet above the mouth of the North Fork and 30 miles from it. A sup­
ply ca mp must be establisbed somewllere in the foo thills, conveniently 
neal' t he mouth of th e North F urk, tu supply the camps of detachments 
gllardin g t he territory men tioned . Even if the military au thorit.ies 
would flU'nislt t he large number of paek mules required to carry sup­
plies fr.om Minera,l King, there would Jl ave to be some place near the 
NOl't;lt FOI'k wher e they could camp overllight and have ]IaY. The 
length of the marches makes this imperative, and t llere are no other 
places where t hey could find wood and water witltout malting the 
marches too long. All t he land Oll the main Kaweah or North Fork 
neal' the mout;h of the latter stream is private land, and n early all of it 
fenced. Tll e ca mp at Red Hill is Oll the ma,in river 4 miles above the 
North Fork, and this sprin g it was the ouly camping place I could find. 
It was doubtful for awhile whether I could even get tha t. TI le owner 
wished to lease it, and h ad offers for it from sheep-owners, but he re­
fused to leal'e it for sheep pasturage. As ther e is bnt one road to the 
Sequoia Park, our liue of supplies from the railroad is, of course, re-
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. stricted to it., and consequently tLe locality of the <:n.mp. Again, when 
the troop arrives in the spring tbe road is not yet pnf;;sn.lJle-in the lIlmll­
tains, alld a place for the mell in the foothill s lI1l1::;t be found. lH the 
fall the main SUPl)Iy camp must be located there, aud at that time the 
best way to reach the soutbern part of the Sequoia Park is by going to 
Three Rivers and following up the South Fork. The mouth of this 
tream is 2 miles below the Noeth ForIe TIle camp should tll erefores 
be cOllveniently near both the North aJ1(I South forks . Before ('oming 
herc last spriug I expected to find that the road would not be repaired 
tllrough the park, alld that the main supply calllp would ll ave to be 
establi shed near Three Rivel's. I ant.icipated no difficulty in getting • 
permissioll to camp in that loca~ity, alld advertisements for contracts 
to furnish supplies were prepared and distributed UIlder tllat impres­
sion. On my arrival in the foothill s I fOllld tLe road being repaired, 
as I have mention ed, and al Ro found that it was impossible to get per­
mi . sion to camp near Three I{ivers, 01' an,Y. lyhere else in the footh ills , 
except at Red Hill. As, I have explailled, permission to camp even 
there was for awl lile doubtful. Of course land could have been rented, 
alld if the activity of the troops is not to be considerably restricted, 
arrangements should be made for securing a good camping place before 
any are sent here next year. 

I believe in the construction of good roads and safe trails, with easy 
grades, through tLe Sequoia Park~ ill order to make it easily accessible 

\ to travelers; besides, the Iyork of the park gWlrds could tllen be per­
formed more easil,Y and effectively. But this SUllllner I have been glad 
that it was in such a cOlldition that a crowd of tourists could IlOt come. 
They would have flocked to the Giallt Forest, alld guarcll'l 1V0uld Lave 
h ad to be 0l11J1ipi'"esent to prevellt fire ' and dcfacement of tIle big trees. 
I feel cOll siderable responl'libility as the gnardian of tllis foret; t, for I 
beli.eve .thereis no doubt that it is by far the most extensive grove of 
UlI uf;;lwlIy tiue largetrees in exi teTlce. To be sure, there llUs beell a camp 
there, but oul,Y because the num bel' of IJaek mules I ha ve cou ld not keep 
a camp supplied that would be faruher from Heel Hill. Tlte detachrneut 
beloll gingto t ll at camp lias nearlyal waYf;; beenabscnt, sometimes fornlore 
thall a week at a time, leaviug ollly one man tltel'e .to watch the stores. 
That is tlle ease 11011', when some of tlle men are around Mount Silliman 
watcltiJl g 1,500 sheep ill a corral and lying ill wa.itfor herders to gather 
others t ll at are scattered, while other men of the dctachm ent are prob­
ably watchillg the park line far.tlter ",est. 

The summer has been unusually dry, with no rain or RllOW sin(:e the 
middle of June, except a slight rain in the .Hockett Meadows 011 Au­
gu:'t 31. Owillg to t he light s nowfall last will tel', followed by this 
elr,Y Sllmlller, the stream.; are lower than they havc beeu kllown to be at 
tlli s season for mallY years. 

There bas been no fire ill the G iant F orest for seven pr eight 
years. The ground is covered with much fal len timber, perfectly 
dea d, dry, al ld ready to ignitc from a. spark, wltil e the top covering 
of t lte soil is a n iuflammalJle mixture, 4 to 6 inches thit'k, of pine 
uecdles, piue cones, a,Dd fill e pieces of broken twigs. Should a fire 
once get a g'ood start the destruction of the forest is certain . The 
camps a t other places are too r emote to get tIle llews ;wdl'eenforce the 
dctac ltment in the forest Ulltil after thc lapse of t lnee or fom day~. As 
the tOlU'istH are not visiting' it, tll e pro pect of a fu'e originatillg in it 
is r emote j but the most serious danger it; from fires that IDay start out­
side tLe park, and after gettillg beyoudlllunall control extend into it., 
The clearing out of the fallen timber ill the Giant Forest is important 
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for its preservation. 1\Io::;t of the pine and fir trees are dead when th ey 
fall aml soon rot on the gronnd, bl1t the wood of t.he fallen big trees de­
cays very slowly Ulld mu(:h of it could be used for lwnber. The clear­
illg' up could hardly take place until a road is made to the forest over 
wllich the debris could be IJ anled out. A cOlisiacralJle amount could 
be realized by the sale of the fallen big trees ; ::;ollle say more than the 
cost of makiug the road. 

A tire was discovered on the Atwell estate about July 10, and 
although it spread over considerable ground it was kept restricted 
almost wholly to the p['ivate land. It probably orig~uated in the care­
lessness of some traveler on' the Mineral King' road. The Atwell estate 
lies inside the park, but we have no control over what is dOlle on private • 
land. This fire and the oue at General Grant Park about the same 
time are the only ones of any moment that have occwTed, and we could 
control the origin of neither . 

I forward herewith a rep.ort of First Lieut. H arry C. Benson, Fourth 
Cavalry, who was first lieutenant of my troop, but has lately been ap­
pointed regimental quartermaster, and at present is attached to it. 
Though tlle report is of almost a purely military character, it shows how 
the meu are employed in their duty of gnarding the park. It will be seen 
that from June 19 to July 2V Lieut. Bensoll did not rest for a single day, 
and he- rested t hen but one day and only because hi::; pack mules and 
horses were without shoes and footsore, and he could not move. Every 
day he was traveling either on foot or mounted, usually for five or six 
hours with tIle horses, '''hich half the time had to be led up and down 
monntain slopes and across cailons. Then, after a hasty meal, he left 
the hoI', es in camp and with a few men reconnoitered all the conntry 
in the vicinity for sevetaI miles, climbing the highest peaks and ridges 
to get good views and make observations. The energy, personal activ­
ity, and endurance necessary for such work, and the fatigue consequent­
upon it when co nducted for ten or twelve hours a day in rough moun­
tains at altitudes varyin g from 7,000 to 12,000 feet above sea level, 
most of it being above U,OOO feet, can only be appreciated by those who 
have bad similar experience. In forty-oue days, under such conditions, 
Lieut. Bensou traveled more tha n 800 miles. 

Second Lieut. J. E . Nola,n, Fourth Cavalry; the other officer with my 
troop, has been similarly e!1lployed, but bas not bad an opportuuity to 
prepare a report. Until September 9 Iliad not even seen bim for nearly 
two months. BotlJ the::;e officers are necessarily separated from me, 
amI the credit for keeping the Sequoia Park reasonably free from 
either cattle or sheep is a lmost wholly due to their zeal and good judg­
ment and the incessant activity of themselves a,nd their men. Their 
detachments have sometimes been for days, even weeks, 011 reduced 
rations alia ,vithout jorage for the horses, and in many respects have 
experienced the priva tions and fatig'ue of an exhausting campaign. 

Corpl. Gabryel Sovuleoski, Troop K, Fourth Ca,valry, had cllarge of 
the guard in General Grant P ark until a few days ago, aud showed great 
tact in his relations with the numerous visitors, whilc he performed the 
duties required of him with firmness and thol'oug lmesR. 

I hoped to prepare a better map of the park than has yet been made 
to forward with this report, but lutve not had the time. I shall try 
to send one later . 

I forgot to mention that game in the Sequoia Park seems to be in­
creasing, principally because it finds feed tbere and freedom from mo­
lestation by herl,lers or tourists. There is reason to believe that game 
has been killed 011 some of the tmcts of private land, and possil;>ly 
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means have been used to entice game to them. I also .w,ish to recom­
mend that the Marble Fork and its tributaries, Panther Creek, Clover 
Creek, and Horse Creek, be stocked with trout. These streams seem to 
be perfectly suitable for them, and are without fish of any kintl, as they 
can not ascend the falls a few miles above the mouth of the Marble 
Forle I would have requested . the California fish commissioners to 
furnish a supply of trout, but have llot had the time nor means to 
distribute them if they were furnished. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. H. DORST, 

Captain, FOU1·th Ca·valt·y, 
Acting Superintmulent Sequoia and General Grant National Parks. 

The SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR, 
Wctshington, D . ,C. 

CAlI1P AT H OCKIn M F.A DOWS, 
Sequoia National Pm'k, A1tg liSt 19, 1892. 

SIR : I h ave t he h on or to submit the following r eport of the work done by t h e 
v a.rious detachment,s nnder my command between June 19 and Angust 1, 1892. 

I left the camp at Red Hill with a detachment of si..'( lIleu, a sergean t, and a 
pack er. ' 

We lIla rch ed to Ha Ha Fall s on th e Colony road and w ent into caDlp (13 miles). 
The next day, .June 20, I a ttempted to go to Eshom Valley, via Co w Creek. The trail 
has not beenllsed for years anll is badly overgrown with t hi ck brushwood. The 
trail is very steep in 11laces. The day was very hot, amI t h ough we travelecl for 
fhe hours, w e Illarl e but 12 miles, and the trail then became practically illlpassable, 
and [IS the animal s were abont don e for I unpacked a.nd r ema.in ed for three hours. 
I then star ted to retnrn, but tne heat was so intense and the tra,il ~o Hteep t il at we 
did not reach a. place where camp ·could be made till 7 p. m., and then par t of the 
rations and gr ain had to be left b ehind a.t t he foot of a steep hill, as t h e mules were 
unable to p fwk it. Distauce traveled, 16 miles. 

At 3 a. Jll . t b e next tlay I sent two meu for the rations left behind aud two t o t he 
camp at H a H'1 Falls, where I had left some gr a in . At 6 a . Ill. I left with th e r e­
mainder of th e detacbment amI went via Colony Sawmill to Ha lstead's Mead ows, 
resting at th e sawmill for two h ours, awaiting the ani val of the packers sent out as 
stat ed . Distance traveled , 16 miles. I went 011 foot to t h e top of LHtl e Baldy to 
take bearing~ . The next morning 1 left the pack train in camp, expectin g to r etnl'n 
tbere for the night, nn.l taking the r emainder of tbe det achment, I went to the North 
Fork . . There I 10nnd a. sheep trail some t en days oM. I follow ed the tra il, passing 
fonr or Ii ,-e olrl camps, till I reaclled a large stream, llnknowu t o me theil, ac ross 
which the sheepman had buil t a briage, o,er which t he she.ep b ad been driveu but 
two or three days before. As it was n ow growing lat e " ncl I h ad not t he pack t rain 
with me, I decided it wonM he best to returll and get the t ra in. From th e posit ion 
of th e trail at th e poin t 11eft it , i t seemed t hat if the h erders il ad gon e north they 
must pass out of the p ark abont, Mou nt Sillimn,n; if t h !lY had turned sonth of Mount 
Sillimall, it would be eas ier to reach them l)y the Gi an t Forest. After tbe men b acl 
gotten clinner, I 1Il0ved th e whole detachment to Giant For est. Dist ance traveletl, 
30 miles. 

The next morning, a ll onr grain and provisions being ellten up, except enough for 
two meals, I sent the pack tmiu to the Colony Mill, and, t"king solfle JU en, went due 
north to cut the trail of the sheep-h ercl ers had th ey gon e to t ile ~ontb of Mount Silli­
man. 1 found a large band of 2,700 sh eep, in ch a rge of three h erders. 

The sheep hclongeci to a P ete Lonstaud, of Visn,lin, t ile Mex ica,n in cb arge being 
Carlos Delgado. AR I h a c! a small rletatehm !lnt with me (we were on foot, having 
left our horses so me :3 miles back ), I could do nothin~ with the sheep ;md ha.l un pro­
visions, so coul<lnot leave any mell to drive tb em out amI was obliged to leav" them. 
I took t h e t hree llIeu amI r eturned to Colony Sawmill , reaching t.her e about 6 p. lB. 

Distnnce traveled , 18 miles. 
The next day I w ent to Red Hill- 22 miles. Til e n ext dHoY, June 25. I r eached Capt. 

Dorst's camp at DavenI>ort's Ran ch . Two of t he 'h erders, who were obliged to w alk 
all the wny, b a Ying no ridiug anima.ls, had stated that they couIll walk no farther , so 
were left at Rell Hill, while Uarlos Delgado was tnkllll to Capt. Dorst . Distance, 19 
miles. 
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On the next day, I startetl with a new detnil of ten men amI a packer (Corpl. 
Donner being the noncommissioned officer) nnd went to Hed Hill (19 Illil e.") . T he 
next dlLY, June 27, we nH1rched to Colony Sawmill, taking the thne herders with us· 
Distance, 22 miles. 

On JLUle 28 r ullLl'chetl via Giant Forest to Long Meadows and went into cam1). 
After get,ting dinner, I took Corpl. Donner and· one man, and, goiDg 011 foot comlucted 
the three herders to th e 1)lace wher e their sheep hacl been left. Then we found that 
someone (preRnruaLly Mr. Loustand) had cOlU e in and was gathering the sheep. lleft 
CorpJ. Douner at the camp-all the provisions, clothes, equiplllents, etc., of t he party 
being there-to await the return of Mr. Loustaud. I weut with the private to the 
tops ·of thr~e of the seven p eak s of Mount Silliman, returnillg to LODg Meadows 
about 8 p. m. Distance traveled by main detatchmen t, 11 miles; by myself amI 
pril'ate Kelty, on foot, in ad(lition, lO'miles. 

OD June 29 I took two privates and went to Horse Meadows, w here Corpl. Donner 
had remained allllight. I fonnd Mr. Loustaud, who had found all his sheep, not one 
being lost. I told him we woultl star t at noon to dri ve out the route h e came iu on. 
R e desired to go out due uorth, ther eby saving time and trouble, but ou my <1eclin­
ing he olfered me $20 to grant his request. I sent one of the two privates uack for 
the detachment, directing one man, Kelty, to stay in camp till 4 p . m. to await the 
arrival of a couTier, if an y should come, then to c~e on to Horse Meadows, wbere 
I expected to leave two men to control the h erders' private prOjlorty, as they pre­
tended not to be able to take i t out. Later, h owever, they decidetl to take most of 
it, so I lett a note for Kelty to follow the trail and went 011. 

We succeeded in gett,ing t he sh eep as far as Clover Cr eek, ·the command and Mr. 
Loustalld going to the Nor th b'ork. Kelty was overtaken by darkuess ,ultl had to re­
main with t he h erders who wer e with the sh eel', nOlle of the m having any food or 
blankets. Distance, 12 miles. 

On Jnne 30 I sent t h e lII ain part of t);16 detachment with pa ck train to Pond 
Meadow, a nd taKing three men went uack to Horse Meadows anll returned by h ead 
of North Fork to camp of pre"ions night. Fonnd t hat Ml'. Lonstnml 11:1.(1 his sh eep 
up. Went OD to Pond · Meado w and sent Corpl. Donner with detail to conduct the 
sheep ont of the linuts. (18 mile~ . ) 

On July 1 I sent t h e pack train to Halstead's Meadows and, taking detachment, 
croB~ed th e North Fork a,uel followed sheep trail. :Finding it t urued to east, kept on 

it tilll overtook t h e h erders and warned them auollt approaching th e parle 1 sent 
he uetachment to Halstead's Meadows and weut 011 foot to the top of '.L hi gh moun­

tain at head of NOTt h Fork. There I met Mr. LOllstaud, wh o was on foot, makiDg a 
short cu t ol'er th e divide. I h'1.l1 fo und t h e day before township stake, T. 14 S., R. 
29E., T.14S ., R 30£0, T.15 S., R . 2t1 E., T.15S.,R 30 E. , and hadpointeelitout to Mr. 
Loustaud. . 

While on t h e t,011 of t his mormtaiu I pointed out clearl y to Mr. Loustallli the limits 
of the palk I t h en returned to H'Llstead's Meadows. D ist,]JJce, 12 miles. 

The next day, July 2, I took t h e detachment to Clover Mea<1ows, going along the 
rii!!?e between Cahooll Mendows and th e Marble Fork, antl fonn<l t hf),t there was no 
dimcnl ty in getting t hrongh. On reaching Clover Meadows I- found fi·esh .signs of 
sheep, a11(l beUeviug that Mr. LOllstaud had tlriveu his sheep in t here for the ni~ht 
(previous), I hastened to Horse Mea dows to intercept him, as h e w~tS to vis it tnat 
camp to get ome alt left behind. Finding that he was there, I left Corpl. Donll er 
t o make the arrest, a nd, t'lking a detachment on foot, crossed the mou.nta ins to 
intercept the lieI'd, ifpossihle. It was irnpossiule t·o locate t,h cm exactly, lJOwever, 
andl was obliged by darkness to return . . I found th'Lt Mr. Lou~taudh"s been a.rrested, 
bnt he stated that tIle sh eep in qnestion w ere not his, bnt uelonged to a Mr. Janes, 
ofTnlnre; that his own sheep had not come into the park again and were now on 
Kings River. I r eleased him ::tnft h e left. Distance traveletl, 24 miles. 

Ou Jnly 3 I took th e detachment, lealTing t h e pack train in camp at "Vet Mea(lows, 
up Clover Cr eek , and in Clover Meadows found th e sheep belong ing to .M . .r. J:1nes. 
But one h erder was iD charge, a Mr. Fiue. I took him to "Vet Mendows and sent him 
ill nn<ler gunrd to Capt. Dorst, COI"!)l. Donner in clHtr g<l. I ke];> t two JUen to drive 
out the .. heep auel t.hen to remain iu camp a n<1 arrest the otll er herders when they 
shoulrll·eturn . Distallce, 18 miles. 

On ,I Illy 4, I sent pack train to Long Me'teJolVs and, taking deta(·.hlLlent, scouted 
ahollt hearl of NOl:.th Fork via Clover Meac1ow~ to Cahoon MeadolVs, r etlll"nillg to 
Long Meadows a bou t 2 p. ll1 . Dista,nce, 20 miles. I went to the top of th e (Ii vide 
between :\Ia.rble Fork and Midc11e Fork and took bearin !!s. 

On/.lnly 5, leaving the camp at Long Meadows, I took a detail throngh the Giant 
Forest to Moro Rock :lllfl sent NaYin, with a dispatch to Capt. Dorst, down th e Moro 
Rock trail to Red Hill. I then retnrn etl to L ong Meadows uy another trail. DistaD ce, 
15 miles. 

On Jnly 6, having learned from the pack ers who came in on July 5 t hat Mr. 
Tharpe h ad driven his cattle through th.e camp at Heel Rill on the 4th , I took a de-

./ 
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tachment to Moro Rock, expecting to meet .Mr. Tharpe's ca,ttle ou their way up. I 
w aitcd at t he bead of th e trail for two hours and, no mo,·elUent to advance being 
made, t hough the cattle were l)lainly visible ill the vall ey belo"·, I then ret.urned to 
Long Meadows. I sen t Hassett to Clover Creek to briug ill the deta.il I h au left there 
to catcb Mr. JHnes's herders, andleuvinl,f Foerster to t"ke the detnchment to Hack­
berry Meadow I went alone to Mom RoelL At 5 p. JO. the pack train approltched 
~Ioro Rock, having gotten oft" tue trail ; so I h ad to go wit b it to t be meado\\' . Fear­
i ug th at t he detail from Clover Meadows wonld follow t he pack-train tr a il, 1 went 
out to meet it and colltitlOted it to camp. Distance, 15 miles. On Jnly 7 I took t he 
d etachment to Moro Rock and r entai li ed t here all da~ 'v ait ing for Mr. Tharpe to 
m ove his cattle. He begau to drive about 4 p. m. The detachment r etnrneu for 
diu ner and then went back to Moro Rock (12 miles) . 

On July 8 the detach ment went to Moro Rock, and there I found t he horses already 
ov~r th e tii vide. I stopped t hem :lUd wa iterl t ill all were up, and th en assisted Mr. 
Tha,rpe in rlriving them to Wolverton 's Meadow, where they were put inside the in­
c losed field. Distance, 8 miles . 

On Jnly \;) I took a ,letacltment of 6 men amI assi ted Mr. Tha rpe to drive h is 
horses and cattle to the range 01.1 the Middle Fork, whi ch be cla imecl to be outside 
t he park. I am incl inecl to belie \'e tbat it is well ,vithin t hose limits, but they do 
not range o\' er more tb<tn one or two ~ections on tbe eastern edge. Distance traveled, 
12 miles. 

On Jul.y 10 I a ecolllpnnied Capt . Dorst, w ho b n,cl arrived fLt my en,mp ou tbe 8th 
instaut, witb my detail to Wet Meadows, where both detacbment w ent into camp. 
C 'Lpt. Dorst and I , with three men and Sergt. Dougherty, went on to Clover Creek 
to Mr. Janes's old camp and found tb at Mr. Janes h ael re turneel anrl left. Seucling 
our horses back hy t he detail , Capt. Dors t a nd I well t up Monnt Sillima n to tHe 
di viele, passing the large lake. t We returned by a d ifferen t route, reaching camp 
abo nt 3 1). lll. Dista nce, 14 miles. 

011 July 11 I accolllpanied Ca]Jt. Dorst ronucl th e hearl of the North Fork, where 
we ~epHrated, he going on with 4- meu towa.rd Gran t Park. I turuecl to southwest 
and went down the north b:mk of North Fork, and, crossing it about 3 miles from 
Big Balfly, went into camp on sou th si,le. While I was ont of camp for half an 
h our Sergt. Dongherty lef t without permiss ion, so tbat wh eu I wantecl l1im after 
dinner to go Ollt on foot be co nl,l not hu founll. ] took 4- men OJ I foot and, cross­
i.1l~ t he North Fork, again prospocted tile mea dows on St ony Creek and some me,\,rl­
OWB to t he west of the ridg-e. R<Jt llrnbll to ca mp about 5: 30 p . Ill . and found that 
Se l· .. ·t. Dougherty h ad not returned. He . d ill not retmn t hat nigh t . Dista,nce, 18 
miles. 

On Jnly 12 I left C,LlIlP at 6: 15 a. 111. a u d, cross ing the ri dge t o tbe southeast, went 
in to cl!-mp at Ha lsteall 's Mearl ows, 3t miles from cami' of vrevious lIi ght. I took 4 
men 011 foot and, going to the top of t his saJlle ridge, e roRseci over to Cow Creek head ­
waters . On our returni n fT we went on top of Little Balfly and, as we were nbont to 
d esp,entl, saw a ue;wy sniole arising from t he North Fork, a hont 1t miles helow t.he 
camp of the previous day . I retLU'ned to camp and takillg i1 fresh rletail went to the 
fire anll found tbat i t b all been starter1 by Sergt. Dongllerty . After two bours' work 
w e lutd the tire encircle d by a di r t r ing, made by scraping- t he pine lIeetiles, bo ngbs, 
e t c., aw,,,y from the fire . ' Vet hen r etm"Iled townrd camp, and on passing near oUl'camp 
of tho previous flay I wen t in t lJ ere to get olle of my dogs, that being yel'.)" S01'e­
foqt Ll baclllot left C;WlP in the morning. There I found Sergt. Dougher ty sitting 
heside a fire he had made. I h ad taken some provisions nnfl coffee ,,-ith th e detail, 
expectiug to fiud him at the fire ; this was given him and he was condu cted Lu to 
camp. 

0" .July 13 I sen t CorpI. DOlluel' an e13 men to visit t he sceue of t he fire of the 
clay before, to ascer tain that it was en t irely extingnish ed, an rl tnking t he Temainder 
of the detaehment I wen t, v ia Cahoon Meadows, Clover Creek, ' Yet Meadows, etc .! 
to Ronnel Meadow, in Giant Forest. Corpl . Donner retul'I1ed v ia Colony Sawmill 
trail. Distance made by my detail, 18 miles; by CorpI. DonnelJs, 20. 

On Ji lly 14 I too k tile 10 Illen who had gon e Oltt on th e 26th ultimo. Sergt. Dough­
erty, anfl 2 other men to Refl Hill, v ia tbe Moro Hock trail , leavin g 8 men at Hound 
Meado ws. Distance, 18 miles. 

Ou .lIlly 15 I weut to Mineral King . Distance, 26 miles. 
OIL .Tuly 17 I retul"Uell. with the detail to Rell Hill; 26 miles . 
01.1 July 18, took detail, 4 men, and marcbed to Colouy Sawmill ; 22 miles. 
On Jilly 19, mareb etl to Giant Forest; 8 miles. I hat! the camp prepared for It per­

m :L nent one, sinks dng, t ents put up, etc. The detail left at thi s place on t he 14th 
h ad rna,de trips, daily, from 10 to 15 miles, going over the Giant Forest and as fa.r 
n orth as Clover Cree k. 

011 .Jllly 20, le'LV1.ng a detcLil in camp, I t oo k the fl etacilmellt across cl)untry to a 
c reek stn,rtill !l" at Little Baldy a11(1 r Lllllling north. After rlin ue r I too k 3 men on 
foot and cut the country north of North Fork. Distance, 18 miles. 
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On July 21 I marched to Grant Park v ia Baldy. Distance, 16 miles. 
On Jul y 22, returned via Eshom Valley t o Sheep Cr eek j 20 miles. 
On July 23, marchel1 to Giant Forest j 26 miles. 
On July 25, took t he detachment to Horse Meadows, leay;ing a det ail at Ronnd 

Meadows. I told the men to tak c lunch wi th them, and on reaching Horse Meadowsl 
the pack train l1nd horses were lef t behind and I took the detachment on foot up 
among the rocks at th e head of the Marble Fork. Just above the falls, about three· 
quartersofa llile from where I had found Mr. Loust aud's h ere1 on June 23, I found fresh 
'Signs of sheep . Sending Corp. Burke with two men in one direction, I went up the 
river, telling Corp . Burke to join m e above a cer tain rock. He failed to join me, so 
tha,t I was obliged to go on with but two men. I found Carlos Delgado with a band 
of bucks about 3 miles up t he river . H e said the main herd was 4 miles farther on. 
Taldng him with me, I w ent to the t,op of the divide between the Marble Fork and 
the MichUe Fork. From there I sent him back under charge of one man, directing 
this man to make him pack his animals and take him back to camp. I went on to 
the ~in herd. They were very close to the edge of the Park, if not outside of it. 
having, however, left the limits two days before. They agreed to drive all their 
llheep to the plains if I would allow them to do so. I agreed, and sending Engleter 
to the camp, as we had no blankets, I remained th~re myself to see that they did as 
agreed. Distance, 14 miles. 

On July 26, I went with the sheep herders, driving the sheel) out over the divide 
into Boulder Creek Canon. I then r etnrned to camp, passing over Mount Silliaman. 
On reaching camp I found that Engleter had not yet ret urned, and that the Mexican, 
Carlos Delgado, had delayed moving so long the evening previous that he and his 
guard had not reached camp, so that they w ere ogliged to camp out alone, and that 
during the night the MeA'ican escaped, leaving all his property-two horses, a saddle, 
bddle, etc., a pack saddle and some flour, sugar , amI coffee. 

On July 23, on going to Giant Forest, I had driven four head of horses from the 
vicinity of' the Colony Mill to Giaut Forest, and the next day had sent them out to 
the north. They had come back on the 26th to Horse Meadows, and were driven out . 
by detachment over Mount Silliaman. Distance, 12 miles. • 

On July 27, I took the detachment on foot over Mount Silliaman and to east, but 
found no sign of sbeep. I sent the horses left b y the Mexican to Giant Forest, to be 
taken down the Colony road and tnrned loose outside the P ark. Distance traveled, 
12 miles. 

Ou July 28, I sent the pack train to Round Meadow, and took the detachment 
through t hat meadow to the head of Clover Creek , then to hea(l of North Fork, then 
along ridge by Cahoon Meadows down the Tidge west of the Marble Fork, reach· 
ing the Marble Fork at its junction with Clover Creek. Crossing Clover Creek, I 
went up the north bank of the Marble Fork, crossing Horse Creek, and struck trail 
from Long Meadows to Horse Meadows and went via that trail to Round Meadow8. 
Distance, 22 miles. 

On July 29 I was unable to take out any pack animals, and but 2 horses, as they 
were all barefooted and foot· sore . I w ent about the Giant Forest during the morn­
ing and fonl1(l that no cattle w ere straying about it. In the afternoon the black-
8mith came in. 

On July 30 the black~mith shod enough animals to allow my starting for Red Hill, 
en route to San Francisco, under orders to report as a witness before a coullt-martiaI. 

I will make a map of the country passed over and snbmit it later, as 1 have no 
opportunity to do so now. 

Very respectfully, yonI' obedient servant, 
HARRY C. BENSON, 

Fh'8t Lieutenant, Regi1ltental Qlta1·tel'1lta8ter, FOltrtk Cavalry. 
Capt. J. H . DORST, Fourth Cavalry, 

Aoting Superintendent Sequoia Nati~nal Pm·k. 
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