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The Aunty Green Hotel is one of Iowa's early structures, built three years after 
Bonaparte was laid out in 1841. It consists of the hotel proper and a smaller 
brick structure attached to the rear which is, probably, of a slightly later 
date. Both are made of locally-manufactured brick.

The hotel is two stories high, 45' long and approximately 21' deep, with a tin- 
covered gable roof which extends over the recessed, two-story gallery in the front. 
Windows are shash, with 6/6, 3/3 and 2/2 lights, and wide, flat stone lintels and 
sills. One brick chimney is located at the east end. Two entrances in the front 
and one in the east facade have small transoms.

The interior has been remodelled over the years to accommodate a variety of uses. 
Original features remaining are the wood flooring, some chair rails, the walnut 
staircase, two fireplace mantles and a stone fireplace in the basement.

&•

Attached to the rear of the hotel is a 1^ story brick structure, 23' x 22', with 
a high gable roof and narrow cornice. The windows and entrance, set somewhat ran­ 
domly in the east facade, have triangular arches and brick hoods. Windows on 
the first floor are 6/6 sash, those above 4/4. The door has a 9-light window and 
five-light transom. This structure was probably living quarters for the proprietors of 
the hotel.

The two buildings now house the local public library and the beginnings of an 
historical museum. A run-down garage attached to the west end of the hotel is 
scheduled for removal in the near future.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Aunty Green Hotel is considered the first brick building erected in Bonaparte, 
a small river town founded on the milling (lumber and flour) businesses of 
William Meek and his sons in 1837. This hotel, the second in Bonaparte, was 
built by John Green, a native of England. His wife, Mary (1808-1891) apparently 
ran the hotel for many years after John's death, giving the business the name 
by which it is known today. Subsequent businesses in the building were a photographi 
studio, doctor's offices, the first local telephone exchange, a creamery and gas 
station. It was rescued from planned demolition by the Van Buren County Historical 
Association, and is now administered by the Bonaparte Historical Association.
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