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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Humphreys House, now undergoing re_s_toration, was built in 1695 and 
partially rebullt_in_1733., A large," roomy house of typical Colonial style 
with a 9-window facade and_center.cnimne.y, it has 1f three flouers and two 
flights of stayers, "3- The wide_ overhang at stable ends is finished with 
moulding and some of the older clapboards on the north side show beaded 
edges. Detail is sparse, but the effect is pleasing. The _entry porch 
with modillions ±s the most decorative element: the rest of tHe~ext"e"rTor 
is devoid of ornamentation.

The interior, however, exhibits interesting details. In the original 
long room running across the entire length of the rear of the house is 
a very large fireplace, probably part of the original house, having been 
given a date of l69£ by the late Frederic Palmer, noted restoration 
architect. The feather-edged sheathinf around the fireplace is eventually 
to be restored. There are smaller fireplaces in each of the other rooms $ 
all will be functional. The flues have not been altered and in the attic 
the full-size chimney remains; above the roof it'has been rebuilt. Feather- 
edged paneling remains in the stairways, all the way into the attic vAiere 
the neatly fitted edges are seen in cross-section. The interior paneled 
doors are fine examples of their style and period. Even some of the floor 
boards, nearly two feet wide, remain intact on the second floor.

The first project being undertaken by the Derby Historical Society is 
the replacement of the late 19th century 2/2 sash with proper 12/12 
sash, aided by a grant from the Connecticut Historical Commission* 
The restoration work is under the guidance of the Commission and 
restoration architects.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"The house derives its importance from General David
on July 10,C_17^i> when it served as the parsonage.
David's father., was minister of the Derby Congregational _
1733 to 1^87. An excellent student, David achieved high honors~~at Yale, and
graduated in the class of 1771*

Entering the army as a captain, Humphreys was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel in 1780 and became aide-de-camp and secretary to General 
1lI§^Hlii25-^ Colonel Humphreys received the English colors at the sur 
render of Cornwallis at Yorktown. When he carried these colors to 
Congress, he was voted" "an elegant sword", presented in 1786.

Humphreys 1 diplomatic career is also notable. In 178ij. he was secretary 
to the commission in Paris negotiating commercial treaties with European 
po?mrs. After he returned from Paris, he was elected to the.Connecticut 
l^gi.slature^ where he served one term* During this time,, Humphreys was 
one of theri!Hartford Wits", or "Connecticut 171 ts", a literary group 
including Timoth;/ Dwight and Joel Barlovu F.rom 1791 to 1797, he was 
Minister to-Por-tu^al-and.-from JL197 to 1802, flinis'ter to Spain*. It was 
upon his return from Spain that he Imported one hundred llerino sheep, 
 whose fine, white wool is superior in weight arid quality to that of any 
other breed. In 1806, Humphreys established., in the part of Derby which 
is now Seymour, one of the first woolen mills in the country to make 
broadcloth. The mill complex included a somewhat paternalistic community 
for the workers^ evening courses were held for the young men, and a 
military company was organised and trained. Some of these men, trained 
by General Humphreys, fought in the War of 1812.

~\ 
David Humphreys was certainly an outstanding man and Ansonia is proud
to claim him as a native son. It has been said that "General Humphreys

of Derby's noblemen (who) enriched his native land with the true 
fleece." (Crofut, p. £22) His importance, extended beyond his 

>wn, however, particularly in his agricultural, commercial, and 
efforts. Humphreys died in February of_2?Ms an(^ ^s buried in 

pEhbve Street Cemetery in New Haven, where his grave is marked by a 
b granite obelisk and a copper plaque*

Derby, where David Humphreys was born, became part of the of
Ansonia, when it was incorporated in 1889.
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