Form No. 10-300

\aev“o'm P/&ﬁﬁ?//y

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

NAME
HISTORIC
Mobridgae Masonic Temple

AND/OR COMMON

EALOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
Sixth Street and Main

—NOT FOR PUBLICATION

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Mobridge — VICINITY OF 2nd
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
South Dakota 046 Walworth - 129
EJCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __-PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
—XBUILDING(S) X_PHIVATE —UNOCCUPIED « __COMMERCIAL —PARK
__STRUCTURE _—BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL -—PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOQUS
—OBJECT _-INPROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
_-BEING CONSIDERED ——YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_XNo __MILITARY Xoruer: fraternal
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Mobridge Masonic Lodge #164
STREET & NUMBER
Sixth Street and Main
CITY. TOWN STATE
Mobridge —__ VICINITY OF South Dakota
BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 13 1worth County Courthouse

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE
—Selby South Dakota
ﬂ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE

South Dakota Historic Sites Survey

DATE

September 1975

_FEDERAL XSTATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR

survey Recorns  Historical Preservation Center

CITY. TOWN
Vermillion

STATE

South Dakota




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
_Xso00 __RUINS X ALTereD __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Mobridge Masonic Temple, built in 1923, is the only known example of
Egyptian Revival architecture from the eclectic period in South Dakota. It has
many of the elements that are common to this style: battered walls; window
enframements that narrow upward; narrow banded reed lotus columns; and a gorge and
roll cornice above the entry. A1l of these create a definite Egyptian appearance.

The one story structure has a concrete belt course dividing the stucco-faced
body of the building from the reddish brown brick cornice. This brick portion of the
building hides a flat roof with a single stack chimney to the rear; has a corner
stone in its northwest corner with the years 1911 and 1922 and the Masonic symbol
contained within it; and displays an irregular design with a rowlock fina! course.

A rectangular shape and a symmetrical plan are other basic features of this temple.

An enclosed entry appears at the center of the front facade and protrudes out
from the main wall. A column with a lotus capital flanks each side of the entrance
and a decorated lintel appears above it. The gorge and roll cornice above the
surround features the Masonic symbol with a winged-like design on each side. An
Egyptian urn appears on the cornice at both corners where the entry connects with the
main wall. A flight of concrete steps leads to a double door entrance with a transom
which opens to a foyer.

Windows on the structure are deeply recessed from the wall's surface and have
slanting sides and Tugsills. These openings are double hung, rectangular and have
two sashes. The front facade has two sets of double windows with a modillion. The
sides of the temple have ten windows and a door. :

The rear facade displays the building's only alterations. Apparently, two
openings were blocked in and the concrete platform may have been enclosed. But other
than these there are no other major exterior changes.

A corner lot is the setting for the Temple with an alley behind and a sidewalk
in front. The building's right facade is slightly crowded by an adjoining structure.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mobridge Masonic Temple is architecturally significant to Mobridge and South
Dakota because it represents the only known example of Egyptian architecture from the
eclectic period in the state. It is also important as one of the city's most prominent
fraternal organizations. For these reasons and because the Temple remains in such a
well-preserved state it should be placed on the National Register.

Mobridge received its charter and became Lodge No. 166 A.F. and A.M. on June 4, 191
Its sister organization, the Order of the Eastern Star became Ionic Chapter No. 103 of
Mobridge ten days later. In 1922, these two groups decided to build a temple; the
contractor finished the structure in 1923 for the cost of $26,000. It became the meetin
place for all Masonic groups and one of the finest public gathering places in the city.

Because South Dakota does not have any other examples of this style, the building
takes on state-wide importance. This revival of Egyptian architecture was, of course,
fairly popular during the eclectic period of the early twentieth century. Therefore,
this building gives the people its only tangible representation of this mode in the stat
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