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Natija7_cg. of Historic Places 
Request for Removal from the National Register of Historic Pia Iona/ Park Service 

Name of Property: Pierce House (NR 80002101) 

Address: 426 Second Avenue Southwest 

City/Township: Rochester 

County: Olmsted 

· Reason for Removal: The property has ceased to meet the criteria for listing because the 
qualities which caused it to be listed have been lost or destroyed. (36 CFR 60.15 (a)) 

Dates and Nature of Change: Razed, July 2007 

Comments: 
Built in 1877 and moved to the northeast corner of Second Avenue SW and Fifth Street SW in 
1928, Pierce House was "significant as the oldest extant major hotel building in Rochester." 1 

While nominated in the "commerce" area of significance, the property's National Register of 
Historic Places nomination also speaks to the building's architectural integrity as the only 
Rochester hotel built in the Bracketed Italianate style. At the time of the nomination, the 
building had remained unaltered on the exterior, with the exception of an added porch. 

The property's name changed over the years and was known as Maxwell House in 1985 when 
Jim and Norene Elliott purchased the building and opened it to "tenants who often had no 
place else to go."2 In October 1990, Premier Bank acquired the former Midwest Federal bank 
office next door at 421 First Avenue SW. 3 Sixteen years later, citing his advancing age, Jim and 
Norene Elliott sold the property to Premier Bank.4 The bank decided to demolish the building 
for a parking lot. 

Because of its place on the National Register, the Rochester City Council was required to 
approve an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) recommending its demolition. During the 
council meeting, Councilmember Ed Hruska asked if there were any options to preserve the 
historic building. Mitzi Baker, senior planner at the Rochester-Olmsted Planning Department, 
replied that the city had no role in property acquisition.5 

When nominated in 1980, Pierce House retained the seven aspects of integrity (location, 
design, setting, workmanship, materials, feeling and association). The property's setting is 
relatively unchanged; it is still a corner of a commercial city block in downtown Rochester, 
although Fifth Street SW now ends at Second Avenue SW rather than crossing it. But its 



Request for Removal from National Register: Pierce House, NR 80002101 

location, design, workmanship, materials, feeling, and association were lost when the building 
was razed. 

References: 

1 Frame, Robert M., Ill. "Pierce Hall," National Register of Historic Places Registration Form, 
1980. Minnesota State Historic Preservation Office, Minnesota Historical Society, Saint 
Paul. 

2Schuett, Dawn. "Memories of Maxwell House," Rochester Post-Bulletin, 29 January 2007, A6. 

3http://www.rochesterareabuilders.com/featured-members/premier-bank.php 

4Hansel, Jeff. "Historic Guest House to Close," Rochester Post-Bulletin, 3 November 2006, 1. 

5http://rochestercitymn.iqm2.com/Citizens/File0pen.aspx?Type= 12&1D= l 200&Inline=True 

Field Check By: Emily Ganzel, 16 February 2016 

Legal Description: 
Block 8, Lot 12, Original Plat of Rochester, Minnesota 
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Deputy Minnesota Historic Preservation Officer 

2 







FHR-8-300 (11-78)

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places 

Inventory—Nomination Form
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

tffifIStMeoitiy

m 5 1980
____ i!B

historic Pierce House

and/or common Maxwell Guest House

2. Location
street & number 426 Second Avenue Southwest not for publication

city, town Rochester vicinity of congressional district First

state Minnesota code 22 county Olmsted code 109

3. Classification
Category
___ district

X building(s) 
structure 
site 
object

Ownership
pubiic

X private 
both

Public Acquisition
in process 
being considered

Status
X occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Accessible
X yes; restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
.. no

Present Use
agricuiture

X commerciai 
educationai 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name Marie Brasch

street & number 426 Second Avenue

city, town Rochester vicinity of state Minnesota

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Olmsted County Courthouse

street & number 515 Second St. SW

city, town Rochester state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
statewide Survey of Historic 

title Resources has this property been determined eiegible?

date 1979-80 - federal X state - county

city, town St. Paul state Minnesota

. local

depository for survey records Minnesota Historical Society — 240 Summit Avenue-Hill House

FHR---&--300 (11- 78) 

United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Pierce House 

and/or common Maxwell Guest House 

2. Location 

street & number 426 Second Avenue Southwest _ not for publication 

city, town Rochester _ vicinity of congressional district First 

state Minnesota code 22 county Olmsted code 109 

3. Classification 
Category 
_ district 
_!_ building(s) 
_ structure 
_ site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_ public 
_x_ private 
_ both 
Public Acquisition 
_ in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
_L occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_L yes : restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_ no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Marie Brasch 

street & number 426 Second Avenue 

city, town Rochester _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_x_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

_ museum 
_ park 
_ private residence 
_ religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_ other: 

state Minnesota 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthoi,se, registry of deeds, etc. Olmsted County Courthouse 

street & number 515 Second St. SW 

city, town Rochester state Minnesota 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

t itle 

date 

Statewide Survey of Historic 
Resources 

1979-80 

has this property been determined elegible? _ yes _ll no 

_ federal -1l state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Minnesota Historical Society -- 240 Sunnnit Avenue-Hill House 

city, town St. Paul state Minnesota 



7. Description
Condition
___ excellent
X good 

fair

. deteriorated 

. ruins 

.unexposed

Check one
X unaltered 

___ altered

Check one
___ original site
X moved date 1928

Describe the present and original (if known) physicai appearance
The Pierce House is located a few blocks south of the central business district 

of downtown Rochester. It is a three story brick building, 124 feet long, 45 feet 
wide at the west (front) end and 30 feet wide at the east end, with a stone foundation. 
A narrow, 28-foot-wide gable roof extends the length of the building, ending in a 
hip configuration at the rear. A bracketed cornice extends completely around the 
building. Fenestration consists of symmetrically located one-over-one double-hung 
sash in rectangular window openings on the first and second floors and segmental arch 
openings on the third floor. Two large paired windows with transoms are located on 
the west end of the first story's south facade. A 28-foot wide three-story porch 
addition to the front facade constitutes the only significant exterior alteration.
The exterior brick has been painted green with white wood trim. The interior is 
structurally intact but cosmetically altered. There are 8 rooms and an apartment on 
the first floor and 23 rooms on each of the upper floors. Originally constructed in 
1877, the building was enlarged twice between 1899 and 1919. In 1928 it was moved 
three blocks south to its present site.

7. Description 

Condition 
__ excellent 
...x_ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
,. : __ ruins 

__ unexposed 

Check one 
...x_ unaltered 
__ altered 

Check one 
__ original site 
_x_ moved date __ 1=-9~28=------- -----

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Pierce House i s located a few blocks south of the central business district 
of downtown Rochester. It is a three story brick building, 124 feet long, 45 feet 
wide at the west (front) end and 30 feet wide at the east end, with a stone foundation. 
A narrow, 28-foot-wide gable roof extends the length of the build i ng, ending in a 
hip configuration at the rear. A bracketed cornice extends completely around the 
building. Fenestration consists of synnnetrically located one-over-one double-hung 
sash in rectangular window openings on the first and second floors and segmental arch 
openings on the third floor. Two large paired windows with transoms are located on 
the west end of the first story's south facade. A 28-foot wide three-story porch 
addition to the front facade constitutes the only significant exterior alteration. 
The exterior brick has been painted green with white wood trim. The interior is 
structurally intact but cosmet i cally altered. There are 8 rooms and an apartment on 
the first floor and 23 rooms on each of the upper floors. Originally constructed in 
1877, the building was enlarged twice between 1899 and 1919. In 1928 it was moved , 
three blocks south to its present site. 



8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

JL 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
. archeoiogy-prehistoric 
. archeoiogy-historic 
. agricuiture 
. architecture 
. art

immunity pianning

. commerce

. communications

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. expioration/settiement 

. industry ,

. invention

. iandscape architecture. 

. iaw

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 

. science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates 1877 Buiider/Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The Pierce House is significant as the oldest extant major hotel building in 

Rochester. Built in 1877, it is one of the few large buildings remaining in the 
city which survived the destructive tornado of 1883. Also, it predates the 
establishment of the Mayo Clinic and associated hotel and guest house building boom 
of the early twentieth century. As the evidence of its two additions between 1899 and 
1919 suggests, however, the building, then known as the Rochester Hotel, also responded 
to the dramatic increase in demand for transient population accommodations. In the 
1920s its association with the Rochester medical industry became even more pronounced 
when its owners, the Kahler Corporation, renamed it Olmsted Hospital and for two 
years used it primarily for clinical investigation and research. Since 1968, as 
the Maxwell Guest House, it has housed rental apartments. Architecturally, it is the 
only Rochester hotel building to display characteristics of the Bracketed Italianate 
style and, with the exception of the proch addition, retains relatively complete 
exterior integrity.

J

a. Significance 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
l 1ao0-1a99 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
__ architecture __ education __ military __ social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
l commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications , __ inqustry , , __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1877 Bui!der/~r~hite~t Unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Pierce House is significant as the oldest extant major hotel building in 
Rochester. Built in 1877, it is one of the few large buildings remaining in the 
city which survived the destructive tornado of 1883. Also, it predates the 
establishment of the Mayo Clinic and associated hotel and guest house building boom 
of the early twentieth century. As the evidence of its two additions between 1899 and 
1919 suggests, however, the building,then known as the Rochester Hotel, also responded 
to the dramatic increase in demand for transient population acconnnodations. In the 
1920s its association with the Rochester medical industry became even more pronounced 
when its owners, the Kahler Corporation, renamed it Olmsted Hospital and for two 
years used it primarily for clinical investigation and research. Since 1968, as 
the Maxwell Guest House, it has housed rental apartments. Architecturally, it is the 
only Rochester hotel building to display characteristics of the Bracketed Italianate 
style and, with the exception of the proch addition, retains relatively complete 
exterior integrity. 



9. Major Bibliographical References
Maps of Rochester, Minnesota. New York: Sanborn Map Co., 1884, 1890, 1899, 1904, 1909,

1914, and 1920.
Rochester Historic Hotel Survey. State Historic Preservation, Minnesota Historical Society, 

1979-80.
"Rochester Hotel to Be Moved 3 Blocks; Modern Laundry Will be Built on Site." Rochester 

Post-Bulletin, 5 September 1928, p. 1.

10. Geographical Data
JUiKtAlit Nllk IRiFiEDless than oneAcreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Rochester, Minn..

UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property consists of lot twelve, block eight. Original Plat of Rochester, 
Minnesota.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Robert M. Frame III, Architectural Historian/Research Historian

organization Minnesota Historical Society date April 1980

street & number^AO Summit Avenue-Hill House telephone 612-296-9074

city or town P^-ul state Minnesota

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

___ national ___ state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify^t it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth b^h^>len^ge ConservatiqnManjk^P*^^^*'^'' Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature
Russell W. Fridley 

title State Historic Preservation Officer

t forthbyJhg-He^ge Conservationar^^5P<'''®3tion I

/

date

1 For HCRS use only
1 1 hereby derflfy tha

i /x1.
t this piropertv4^1ncluded in the National Register / /

M Keeper of the National

fAttest: jUlAdljJlji
RegisU

Qf
ifhlifBf%Miai«flon - . f

1 GPO 938 8 3 5

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Maps of Rochestert Minnesota. New York: Sanborn Map Co., 1884, 1890, 1899, 1904, 1909, 

1914, and 192u. 
Rochester Historic Hotel Survey. State Historic Preservation, Minnesota Historical Society, 

1979-80. 
"Rochester Hotel to Be Moved 3 Blocks; Modern Laundry Will be Built on Site." Rochester 

Post-Bulletin, 5 September 1928, p. 1. 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than one 
Quadrangle name RocheS t er, Minn. . Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The nominated property consists of lot twelve, block eight, Original Plat of Rochester, 
Minnesota. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county . code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Robert M. Frame III, Architectural Historian/Research Historian 

organization Minnesota Historical Society date April 1980 

street & number240 Summit Avenue-Hill House telephone 612-296-9074 

city or town St. Paul state Minnesota 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_ national _ state L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8~ 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certif t it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by h I ge Conservation an reation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

Russell W. Fridley 
title State Historic Preservation Officer 

GPO 938 835 
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TELEPHONE REPORT TIME OF CALLiO ' $0 ^
1. CALL Q^O; D from (Nmma) 2. ADDRESS (T9h No, it needed)

%>bJf>UAAJL HuiAJUL. fU'sh SX4£>Y

3, SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.. ETC.

T^JUnJL Hou^j MuMiUMCUOiL U>d^

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

^ "Ubuajikj^''SUC6C adilUjhevL*fk^ pu as %oh otiA d2£/e«<taU^
adJUUh/BM tO€H. e//fHM&iaus Pit- 'tiUL bcucic,

HuMAiiOcUM. - beiMutwiis KiJm^€j6tU s/^
cT ajtucJU. »is ^ iOa leUce .Bulllj
budlJUM^s dutt (U(Au(^df -t (u^

NAME OF PERSON PLACIN6/RECEl VING CALL

'^OC&MvJ/ /9yiAi. AAMi4Uw
OFFICE

/Oe.
FHR-8-227 
June 1978

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
HERITAGE CONSERVATION ANO RECREATION SERVICE 
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FHR-8-227 

June 1978 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE

Date Entered JUL 2 1 I960

Name

Copas, John, House

Pierce House

Chisago County Multiple Resource 
Area (Partial Inventory)

Location
Marine on St. Croix 
Washington County

Rochester 
Olmsted County

Chisago County

Also Notified
Honorable David F. Durenberger 
Honorable Rudy Boschwitz 
Honorable Arlen Erdahl 
Honorable James L. Oberstar

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Russell W. Fridley 
Director, Minnesota Historical 

Society
690 Cedar Street
St- Paul, Minnesota 55101

NR Byers/mjd 8/4/80

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401,

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 
MINNESOTA 

Date Entered Jll 2 I 1980 

Name 

Copas, John, House 

I::: House 

Chisago County Multiple Resource 
Area (Partial Inventory) 

Also Notified 

Honorable DaviJ F. Durenberger 
Honorable Rudy Bosch-n.tz 
Honor.able Arlen Erdahl 
Honorable James L. Oberstar 

Location 

Marine on St. Croix 
Washington County 

Rochester 
Olmsted County 

Chisago County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. Russell W. Fridley 
Director, Minnesota Historical 

Society 
690 Cedar Street 
St. Paul, Minnesota 55101 

Byers/mjd 8/4/80 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



Property ^oool\o\

State 7^
TECHNICi(L,

Photos__ L__
Maps ,.,„ /

CONTROL

HISTORIAN

U€Avutax^cr- 0hJUJbuuAJt j-Vrm/ UcUL ktuH^ ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 
9«^ rpofi treuktkd fa^Hoer unndsU>s, AuaMr
wtU^ aX, /677,t^ Mt# •*«. ah^oM J(kM> •^mMjh ttu^ blds% 0'Can4AuJU(

/WQ^fjrriWo.7h!4*M •oiL%^A4'idu/ UJujt*^ (»/S6/$fi
^ Hasted |4<»ht jcZfe. ^ hiodA Otav^
S6C. (Cf^uCie iu^YujHC dJC ARCHEOLOGIST

OTHER

HAER
Inventory
Review

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF

BRANCH CHIEF

^c^'lecfuAicU^' jMjtA/V ^ KEEPER
l^,he£j2^
^ S.(/lciKovK^

National Register Write-up __________ Send-back
Federal Register Entry Re-submit

Entered^UL 2 ( Ib^u

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

fOOOJlOl 

State king Number /p,S,JJ, i 
CONTROL 

HISTORIAN 

OTHER 

HAER 
Inventory __ 

Review 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF 

National Register Write-up ___ _ Send-back ----
Federal Register Entry Re-submit ___ _ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

~-~ 
~ s.</\d~ 

EnteredJUl 2 f I~ Jv 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritage Conservati on and Recreation Service 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Minnesota Historical Society 
State Historic Preservation Office 

345 Kellogg Blvd West, St. Paul, Minnesota 55102 
651-259-3451 

Stephanie Toothman, Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 

Denis P. Gardner 

September 19, 2016 

NAME OF PROPERTY: Pierce House 

COUNTY AND STATE: Olmsted County, Minnesota 

SUBJECT: National Register: 
D Nomination 
D Multiple Property Documentation Form 
D Request for determination of eligibility 
[ZJ Request for removal (Reference No. 80002101) 
D Nomination resubmission 
D Boundary increase/decrease (Reference No. ) 
D Additional documentation (Reference No. ) 

DOCUMENTATION: 

D Original National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
D Multiple Property Documentation Form 
D Continuation Sheets 
[ZJ 
[ZJ 
[ZJ 

□ 
□ 
□ 

Removal Documentation 
Photographs 
CD w/image files 
Original USGS Map 
Sketch map(s) 

orrespondence 
0 Owner Objection 

The enclosed owner objections 
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Natl. Reg. of Historic Places 
National Park Service 

DoO Do not O constitute a majority of property owners 
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