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1. Name

historic

M I I s/ Hal e/ Onen Bl ocks

and or common Mills/ilale/Owen Blocks

2. Location

gregt & numba 959-991 Main Street

city. town Springfield N/A vicinity of

dae Massachusetts ocode 025 county Hampden

3. Classiffication

Category Ownership status Present Use

X district public occupied agriculture
building(s) N private unoccupied commercial
structure both X work in progress educational
site Publie Acquisition Accessible entertainment
object | in process A yes: restricted government

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial
no military

4. Owner off Property

name  South Cannons, Inc.

dreet & number 1111 Main Street

city, town Springfield N/A vicinity of

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, regidtry of deeds, eic. Hampden County R”™istry of Deeds
street & number 50 State Street

city, town

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Springfield

ad 3119H

N/A notfor publication

013

museum
park .
private resdence
rdigious
scientific
transportation

X other: vacant

date Massachusetts

gate Massachusetts

titte South End Ijelghborhocd Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes X o
dae 1983 #2882. #2886. #2887 federal state county X local
depogtory for survey records  Springfield Historical Commission

_ Springfield M assachusetts

city, town state



7. Description MiHs/Hale/Owen Blocl<s, Springfield, MA

Condition Check one Checic one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X original site

X good ruins X altered moved date 1_
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The jtel™ ~JSMiwen Blocks consist of three, multi-story, brick buildings. Each was
constructed during the late nineteenth century, and hadretail stores onthe first
floor and tenement space above. Together, the three forma continuous block on the
east side of Main Street inthe South End  The Mi||s and Hal e Bl ocks were built i n

1874 by a local builder and are simlar in appearance. Aone-story storefront building,
built inthe first decade of the twentieth century, connects the turn-of-the-centruy
Qnen Bl ock t othe Mills and Hal e Bl ocks.

The Mills Block i s the northernmost of the three buildings andis located at the south
corner of Union Street. It isthree stories in height, eight bays wi de, seven bays
deep, and has a facade of pressed brick with yellow sandstone trjjimngs. At present,
the brick and sandstone are painted. Thefirst story of the facade i s canposed of two,
three-bay storefronts flanking a central entrance t othe upper stories. .Ilie storer- e
fronts currently hftve: md-twentieth.century; showw ndows, with"mrror wall" bases, *
and early-tweptieth century transcms. . The. transomfor the north storefront hes.; | eaded
glass.. Astone beltcQurse extends across the. facade, capping the storefronts, and . >
separating the first story fromthe upper stories. Theentrance t othe upper stories

Is recessed, and reached by three granite steps. |ts door is capped by atransom

The facade's second andthird stories have eight arched w ndows with stone hoods
and sills. Trie hoods al | have slightly projecting keystones.

The Mills Block is capped by a projecting, painted tincornice with modillions,
dentils, and a shal | ow paneled frieze. . Behind the cornice is aflat roof.

The second and third stories of the Union Street side of the building feature w ndows
which are identical t othose onthe second andthird stories of the facade. The

first story has a one-bay section of the facade's showw ndow, with tiled base, |eaded-
glass transom and stone cornice. Qne bay in fromthe rear is anarched doorway with
doubl e doors, transon, and onegranite step. Thenext bay in has asmll, bricked-in
wi ndow opening with stone sill and keystone hood. The facade's decorative cornice

al so continues onthis side for one bay.

The rear of the building is eight bays wide. The rectangular w ndows have stone

sills and lintels. Half of the w ndow openings have been bricked up, while the others
are boarded over. Twointerior brick chimeys are visible fromthe rear of the building.
The south side of the building is afirewall, \\daichis shared with the Hal e Bl ock.

The Hale Block is inthe mddle of this grouping of three buildings. It is three
stories in height, sixteen bays wide, and has a facade of pressed brick with granite
trinmngs. Thefirst story of the facade has four storefronts, four entrances t o t he
upper stories, and is capped by a granite beltcoiirse. Three of the three-bay store-
fronts have original, recessed central entrances. Thefourth storefront had its
original entrance renoved in the early twentieth century. Three of the storefronts
currently have md-twentieth centiiry showw ndows with tile bases, and transons cov-
ered with plywood or cenent-and-w rennesh. Theother storefront is entirely boarded
over. Theentrances t othe upper stories are recessed and reached by three granite
steps. Each doorway is framed with granite and has atall door with transom

' ) . Conti nued
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Representation i n Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic and Archaeol ogi cal Assets of the Goninonweal th of Massachusetts
Survey done at State level. 1983. Forns #2882, #2886, #2887.
Massachusetts Historical Ceannission, 80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts.
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The second and third stories of the facade each have sixteen arched w ndows. A
continuous granite sill links all of the windows on each story. Brick dentils and
corbel table areadded details of each sill. The w ndow hoods, each of \\tiich has a

raised, granite keystone and granite shoulders, arelinked by shaped, granite stops.
The stops arefurther ornanented with brick dentils and short corbel tables. All of
the upper-story windows are currently boarded up.

The Hal e Block i s capped by a projecting painted tincornice with modillions,
brackets, dentils, and a shallow, paneled frieze. Behind the cornice is aflat roof.

The south side of the building has four w ndows on each of the second and third
stories. Those onthe second story have been bl ocked in with cenment blocks. Four

end chi meys project upwards fromthe top of the wall. Thefirst story hasa fire-
wal |, wtiich is shared with the Gnen Bl ock's monitor. Thenorth side of the building
is also afirewall. This oneis shared with the Mills Block. Therear of the building

features arched w ndow openings with brownstone sills, and doorways with brownstone
lintels. Each of the four divisions of the building has three w ndows and a door per
floor. Qn the upper stories the openings remain, \*ile onthe first story they have
been bl ocked in.

The Qnen Bl ock i s the southernmst of the three buildings andis located at the
north comer of Hubbard Avenue. It is fotir stories in height, three double bays w de,
five bays deep, and has a facade and south side of yellowbrick with brownstone trim
The building has aone-story brick addition onitsnorthern end, adjacent tothe Hale
Block. Including the addition, there arethree, three-bay storefronts onMin St.,
each with central, recessed doorway. Each storefront has a panel ed base and transom
The storefronts arecapped of f andlinked together by a continuous tinfriezeand
cornice. Currently, all three are vacant and boarded up.

The upper stories of the Gnen' s Bl ock facade are divided into bays by lonic,

yel low brick pilasters with browstone bases and capitals. Each bay has two w ndows
per floor. These windows have cut brownstone sills andlintels. None of the w ndow
frames remain.

He facade is capped by a projecting, painted tincornice with mdillions and
festooned frieze. Above, is aflat roof.

The south side, or Hubbard Avenue facade, of the building features tw, three-story
oriel wndows sheathed intin. Each has a brownstone base, paneled spandrels, and
projecting cornices. Individual windows onthe bays areseparated by attenuated,
Corinthian colums. Thefirst story of this side has now ndows and i s unador ned
except for ashort return fromthe corner storefront, andatall, thin doorway near
the rear corner. Athin, browstone beltcourse caps the first story, andyellow
brick pilasters extend uptliree stories fromthis beltcourse. This side i s capped
by acornice andfrieze identical t othe ones onthefacade. There is also a three-
story "fire escape onthis side.

Cont i nued
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The rear of the buildingis five bays wi de and conposed of red brick. Full-height
wooden por ches, in poor condition, cover most of the rear. The north side of the
Qren Bl ock is also conposed of red brick, andi s six ba?]/s deep. |t features athree-
story oriel wndow sheathed intin. There also is athree-storyfire escape onthis
side. Thefirst storyisafirewall, which is shared with the one-story addition,
AREO@ G SGNHCGANE

Wil e noprehistoric or historic archaeological sites are recorded within the property,
the potential for significant sites does exist. The property's locationonthe
terrace above the Connecticut River andin close proximty to several confluence e
points nmakes it alikely spot for prehistoric sites. InEdition, the property is
located within the area settled during the 17th century and contain featuresor
foundations frerti 17th through md 19th centtiry. As nohistorical archaeol c® has
been conducted i n Springfield, any survivingremins would be significant.



8. SigniffiCanCe MiHgHale/lOwen Bioci<s Springfield, HA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . _community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 “agriculture economics literature sculpture
160&-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention __X_other (specify)
: —CoDi nuni ty Devel oprent
Specific dates 1874, 1899 ' Bui | der/Architect Warren Mills, Frank W QGnen

statenent of Significance(in one paragraph)

The M| s/Hal e/ Onen Bl ocks possess integrity of design, setting, location, and
materials, aswell as inportant associations with the devel opment of |ate-nineteenth
centiary caimerical architecturein Springfield. Theblocks form a significant com
ponent of the South End nei ghborhood's Main Street streetscape. I naddition, the

M lls and Hal e Bl ocks aretwo of t he finest remaining Italianate ccranercial blocks

in Springfield. Built in 1874 at a conbined cost of $50, 000, they were the

sout hernnost "urban" buildings onMain Street at the time of their construction.

They ar ethe ol dest ccnnercial buildings on'Main Street inthe South End, and al so
ranlc anong the ol dest cormercial buildings standing inthe city. The Gnen Block "« o'
Is a good exanpl e of a small, turn-of-the-centuryy caunercial block in Springfield. .
Built in 1899 at a cost of $30,000, i t features Classical Revival detailing, and

Is representative of the buildingboon that changed the appearance of Main Street

in the South End during the |ate-nineteenthcentury andthe early-twentieth century.

As such, the MII|s/Hale/Onxen Blocks neet criteria A andC of the National Register

of Historic Places. .

The si x stores of these twobuil dings were occupi ed by nei ghborhood groceries,
druggists, liquor dealers, laundries, andfurniture dealers. The upper stories of
the Mills Block were originally used as a boarding house, while those of the Hale
Bl ock were used for tenements. The 1880 U S GCensus lists fourteen famlieshere,
with the heads of the households |isted as being: druggist, banker, clerks, cigar
maker, baker, furniture dealer, nmechanics, and bread peddler.

The stores of the Qnen Bl ock were described asbeing a grocery anddry goods
enporiumin t he 1909 House Directory, andthere were six tenenents upstairs. The
residents included a barber, plunmber, realtor, mechanic dressnmaker, and ccnnercial
traveler. 1 n1919 each of the tenonents was sub-divided inthree, andthe resulting
ei ghteen roons were rented out.

Until the post-Civil Vér period. Main Street was aresidential street in the

South End.  The last quarter of the nineteenth centixry andfirst quarter of the
twentieth century conpletely transformed the street. TheM|ls and Hal e Bl ocks are
the first exanples of the new m xed-use, brick blocks that were to bebuilt over
the next fifty years, featiiring stores at streetlevel andresidential roons or
apartments above. Theblocks were all built tothe lotline onthe sidewalk, vihich
al so contributed t othe developing urban character of the area. Union Street was
one of the fewstreets in the neighborhood t oextend easterly upthe hill from

Main Street to Maple Street, giving i t aplace of relative inportance. The east
side of Main Street, because of its nore favorable exposure t ot he sun, was al so nore
hi ghly devel oped. .

. [ c~r " Cont i nued
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9. 1Viajor Bibliographical Refferences

Springfield Directory, 1875-76. P. 411

Springfield Daily Republican, Dec 30, 1899

Springfield Vertical File: Springfield Builders: Mlls, Wrren; Onen, Frank E
Springfield Maps & Directories: 1860 - 1930

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 4 acre
Quadrangle name i“uth Quadrangle scale 25000 —
UTM References
All~ |6]9.9]7,1,0] |14,616,3|13.8.,0 B A |8]|-~*p|7 5,0| Bp™ 3*"P
Zone Easting Northing Zone  pastinigh Northing
cLi oLJ rtrunri.l
J L F L J—L
L JL H (M A

Verbd boundary description and justification Begin at the southeast corner of Man and Union
Streets, then extending 198.66 feet southerly along Man Street to the north corner of
Hubbard Avenue,, then easterly 82 feet along the northerly side of Hubbard Avenue to a
point. Fran here extend 87.59 feet northerly, then 6.25 feet easterly, and then 110.20

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries (continued)
state N/A code county code
state N/A code county cbhde

11. Form Prepared By

Sarah J. Ziraneiman, Director, Preservation Planning! with
namefite Edmond P. Lonergan, Preservation Consultant

organiztion M assachusetts Historical Ccnmission date August. 1985
street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone 617r727-847Q
dty o tovn  Boston dae Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certjffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic'Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Seryjce.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Conniission
State flistoric Preservation Officer

For NS useonly

I hereby certify that this property is included in M A [AANAL ANNAN

National Redlsgey ° date /'S -S/-~rn0

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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The M I1s and Hal e Blocks were built by VWarren M |1s, a carpenter and builder

who practiced histradeinSpringfield for almost fifty years. He isfirst listed

in the local directories in 1846, but little i sknownof hiswork here. These bl ocks
are hisonly known surviving buildings.

The Onen Bl ock was built by Frank E Qnen, a carpenter and buil der wviho worked and
lived i nSpringfield for over thirty years. Again, little i sknown of his work.

The MI1s/Hale/Onen Bl ocks are currently being rehabilitated to becone apartnents,
under the Secretary of the Interior's Standards f or Rehabilitation, taking advantage
of the tax incentives provided by the 1981 Econcmc Recovery Tax Act, as anended i n
1984.
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feet t othe south side of Union Street. Fromthis point extend westerly 66. 20 feet
along the south side of Union Street t othe point of b”inning.

The nomnated property consists of the three buildings shown onthe accoipanying
Springfield Building Departnent nap (Assessor's Block Plan 612) andoutlined inred.

The MIIs/Hale/ Onen Blocks, though constructed as separate buildings, are being
nomnated as a conplex. This i s because they present aunified and cohesive appearance,
and because they occupy the entire eastern side of one block in Springfield s South

End. Furthernore, all three share a connon function with retail storefronts on the
ground floor andrental residential space above. Inaidition, the blocks are closely
simlar insize, scale, massing andmaterial s andwere constructedwithin twenty-

five years of each other. By the early twentieth century, the three blocks presented

a conpletely iinified street floor of storefronts.
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e nomination by person or local government

CH owner objection
CH appeal

Substantive Review: .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category

4. Owner of Property

UNITEDSTATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No.

Entered In iio'= AAAAA.
national Hegisten .RETURN.
.REJECT.

Federal Agency:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline

Date

. see continuation sheet

.technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

P ao 95

Fed. Reg. Date: '-P/A y'»
Date Due: ANJz[ifA!

sample * request CH appeal * NR decision

Ownership Statue Present Use

Public Acquisition Accessible

5. Location of Legal DasCTiption

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? D vyes * no

7. Description

Condition

excellent
O good
o fair

O unexposed

Describe the praiant and original (if known) physical appearanca

CH summary paragraph
O completeness

e clarity

« alterations/integrity
o dates

* boundary selection

Check one Check one
O deteriorated unaltered « original site
ruins altered nxjved date.
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8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one para®aph)

CH summary paragraph

« completeness - naa

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

« context

« relationship of integrity to significance
« justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certifieation
The evaluated significance of this property within the state it:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any ftam may be continued on an attached sheet













































