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6500 Palma Avenue

—NOT FOR PUSLICANION

CITY TOV/N

CONGRESSIDNAL O:STRICT
Atascadero —_ VICHTY OF 16
STATE - N CooE COUNTY <ot
. California 06 San(ﬁuls Qbispo 074
] -
& JCLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY CWHERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
LLDISTRICT Zrunuc X occusico —ACGRICULTURE A MuSSUM
£ BUILDINGIS) _EAIVATE —UNOCCUPIED _COMMERGIAL | _.PARK
— STRUGTURE _BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS EDUCATIGNAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
SiTE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE ~-ENTERTAINMENT  _FELIGIOUS
~OBJECT © _INPROCESS  YES, RESTHICTED X._Govcm.‘mtm —SCIENGIHG
BEING COLSIDRRED X ves utirestRicien _IHDUSTRISL ~ TRENSPORTATION
Yy - MIUTARY Zomea
. _IOWNER OF PROPERTY
"eME - County of San Luls Obispo
STREET & NUTBER T
Courthouse
CITY. TOWHN STATE
Szn _tuis Chispo __ VICINITY OF Califoruia
HLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHIUSE .
REGISTAY OF DELDS,  1C San Luis Cbispo County
STREFT & NUMSER .
Courthouse
CHY TowN T STATE E
San Tuis Obispo Calif, G3401

{E REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

é?i) County Landmark
DATE

(2) State Historic Resources Inventory

1968

X %
—FEDZRAL S%_STATE SCOUNTY _LOCAL

1974

DEPOSITORY FOR

suavevreconos  County buseun

Dept. of Parks & Recreaztion

CiTv. TOWN .
San Luis Obispd

— e e

STATE
—California- Sacramento

Tt L N gt v e e mme e amma e e mT s

USSP

——

A va':a—\:-w-
[T R VI VE T

c
—EXCELLENT
Arooo
—FaR

———— 0

The builds
there are
in height.
of famous
Taxile Do~
rotunda.

The dore, ¢
of the cry
are walle:.
have very

by an arc.
foundatica
Fhree flon
lower rot-
upper rot

the lower

chandelie.

The buildi
of reinfor
building s
At the fo
George cul
Lecordins
revival (-




ot

[V SN

P

R, et it iy Yk i e e o §Fnin < bt

] e e i

x‘*\

JoYE PN TL
2]

CHECK CNE

CONDITHON CHECK ONE
EXCELLENT _.DETER.QRATED X unatieres ToncinaLsie
3;: oo AUINS ~-ALILRID _MOVED  DATE
3 —
—FAR __UNIXPOSED

. A =

DESCR&BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building has a Greek cross vlan, in the middle of the cress
<here are tvo roiandas, on? ubove the other and reach 100 feet

in height. 7The dowes of the rotuandas are coffered. Hedallions
of famous scholars and phmio«onhors carved by a French ceramist,

faxile Doat, were put in the coffers on the dome of the upper
rotundea,

Tae doma, 0 f the bu¢¢d1qg is ti 1e. The northern znd southern aras
of she cross are pillared porticos. The eastern and western arns
are walled-in with engazed colwang on the surfaces. The porticos
zove very high uallS above the entablatures. ZRach wall is broken
by an arch in the middle. The building is resting on a podium
foundation.

Tharee floors off offices cpen on the cireuvlar hallways around. the
lower rotunda. Free staﬁdln; columng support the dome of the
uprer rot anine balcony. Valled ¢oluans suprort
the lawer X zme of vhicrh hangs a very larse
crendElin .

-The build area of 48,042 square fest. It iz buils
of reinfo coner nd faced with terra cotta brick. The
tuilding is alone. a landscaped block facing sitnken rardsns.
AT the four corners of thc bu11u¢ﬂg are small Barogue founiains by
reoTge Julian Lolnsy, now used e¢s flower beds.
aceording 6 ihe archiitect the building is an Italian lenzisaance
revival {after Paliadio). .
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PERICD AﬂEpso=quTWA"ceucascxaws;u;
_‘_PREHZSTD.*:!C —ARCHEQLUGY -PREMISTURIC (,O‘NW": Ty PLAKKING —LATGE 822,
~-1400-1483 —AFCHEQLOGY-HISTORIC _.CONS:F.‘.ATIOM N ¥4 ’
—-150G-15%9 ) :AGH!CULTURE —ECONDMICS ~LITERATURE
—1£00.1699 X.AP.CHI!ESYUH-: thgat g —TAILITARY
—1700-1738 —ART —~ENGINCERING LY AT od
—1500-1848 K.COMMERI:E . KEXPLDRATIQ&'.’SHTLEf.\ENT _IRILOSOPNY
&1000 —COMMUMNCATIONS —INDUSTIRY DGUT!CE‘GO'{'_'
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1914-24 BUILDEWVARCHITECT -“‘?‘
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANLE

~Building

Aot ety ra TR —

- (40) sgu@rs.

The cornerstone was laid an& coastructlon W
on this building before a single howme wasz b
ulles of the Atasendeso- Colony.
was vlanne & board of netionzi 8XD2rL8 a..
23,000 "crps “us subdivided and a £iling made

an
Ui’

i

than 1G0 miles of roads contiructed, a vatar
structed,including 23 miles of zains, parks,
bdllﬂlaou, and 3000 acres of oxchavds plamied
first colenist was allowed to build his hous.
comrunity Far : an ann

in advance of its tize and o
design are considerad »rosress r

w
0
u
’r.l
-«
w
>
"~
]
I

The Adnial

rent
Xee

stration Building ) at
the Colony Hol&ing Gsrporatlon ard its 3
v ich managed ali phases of coleony aetivibys
sales, printing and prublishing, 31; colony o¢

orises (housed in anc thee larze building, i
civic center), the = _r..etw-ai, of the o’"w*r«.‘ 1
colony (Ths Caladero Corporation), the itose
opment, the Garden Farng develonm ent, the i
the flower seed gompany, a bank, 2 library (u
exnibition area {lower rotunda: present Luso
phone exchange.

E. G. Lewis, founder of thas Atascadero Colony
of the Oolony Holding Corporstion was an envl:-
advocate of women's sufferacre. Lewis was fo-
American Noman’s League, a nationel orzani.ot’
houses throughout the country, founded to pre,
vake their place in the welitical life of tha
cadero Rancho was Da*cﬂased in 1913 in the na
Women's League and the cornevrstons of the admir
was laid by its president.

-

see contisvation gheet
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. ; = s LaING JERAFE AFL [AILH
GIALSIE PREHISTOMC . ASCHEULUGY PRENISTGRIC K COMMUNITY PLARNING —-LARDSIATE APLMITRCTLR

'
- - 1
vOER  BATE—— _1400-1439  ._A7CHECLOGY-HISTOMC — CONSERVATION e —RUEL . . NAT.
~-1500-1592 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS A LITERATURE SiU"‘T' uiie ) . N I.
AANCE © 16201659 {‘{chmizcruns _EQUCALN ) _J,‘:‘,:"m ’ 7 SRR N
T . 1700-1759 _AaT —ERGINESRING . —~use o
the Ccross { __.1800-1C98 K commence : Z EXPLORATIQN/SETTLELIENT PHILOTOPYY . ..,.1" LS URTATIONU
1 1G5 feet - Z 1200 _.COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY .i_pmmce.uc.::n.mtut ATHLASPECIEY] c
vedallions . __IRVERTION R ) . ‘ ____f
shogeraunist i S — : -
:gocunter ' ’ BUILDER/ARCHITECT e “If: f‘f\ 3
e NS : SPECIFICDATES 1971424 . : SR Biizs & Vavitia .
:wuthern arns - STATEIAENT GF SIGNIFICANLE .
“e3tern ans . L. 1
The poriicos . ' The cornsratone s laid and congtyuction ’ }
211 is broken on this buildin re a sincie nome Was i
1 & pedium : . ; p.t:mcz‘ce“a Colons. i
. . was vlarned by : netional 5
s arouad ths 1 %;s,C C0 acres was ed "':: a.ﬁ T :
i - n n .LO\., miles orgltucted, ‘
2 of the @ es of :ains )
ecinTns suppoert o g e
7 large . e a
5 tize b
It is puild =ive By
sok. The N .
ir¥en rardens, Lon 4 -
: feuniaias by an i ' . s :
! “ien wan coleny o . B
- len=zigsznce ‘ sale», printing and “ng, o
: vrises (houzed in an arzs buil
civic centsr), tae ing of i
colony (Ths Caladnro Corporz‘tion), t
opzment, the CGarden Faras development
the flsver seed.company, a ban¥, =z 1i
exhibition area (.lo'.ee; rotunda: prese Lo T o :
phone cxchange : : . S ‘
E. G. Lewis, founder of the Ataseaiero Colony und Preiiiant ’
of the Colony holalzls Corporaticn was an CUTORS
advocate of womeq 8 sufferage. Iewig was @
American Yozen's Leazse, a nation rES -
i nouses tarcughout the ecuntry, fo ed T 7
) vake their place in the political ilife o dap. & . Voa
cadero Rancho was vurchased in 1813 in +t £ fhe f=m
vomen's Lezgue and the cornerstoss of the Adainistraticn
Bui‘ding was laid by its president. . -
, Q-’\\
. _ see continuation sheet ) : .
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ARCHITECTURE

The Adnministration Buiiding of the Atascadzro Coleny has bBeen one of the rost imposing
structures on the Central Coast of California for sixty years.

It was dasigned by W. D, Bliss, of Bliss and Faville, a prominent San Francisco Architec~
tural fiem., They alse designed many wall-known buildings in the San Francisco Bay Area,
such .as the St. Francis Hotel, the Southern Pacific Puilding, Bank of Caiifornia, Wemen's
‘Athletic Club, Convent of the Sacred Heact, the State Office Building, and the Dakland
Hotel., The impressive scale and style of the Adwinlstration Buflding would have adapted
well to the San Francisco suvrroundings, but was highly unusual for this area at that
time. Employing a ecrestigious architect, such as Bliss, was part of Lewis® plen to
invoive experts at cvery phase of the community's developrment,

The buliding's prototyne may have been canstructed rarlier in Lewis' University City in
‘issouri. The earlier structure showed Asian influences and was known as the Taj Mahat',
The Administration Buiiding's vnusual characteristics are its double rotunda rooms, one
above the other, and its layered-like dowe roof. -

A detailed description of the architecture of this building was included In the
Homination form,

COMMERCE

The Administration Building was built as the headguarters of the Atascadero Colony's

operations. These included the all-under-onc~roof shopping center (which provided

the only shopping in the colony); the printing and publishing plant with thz only

rotogravure presses in the West; the dehydrating and camning plant; land saies; the

kotels, one above the shopping center and one at Atascadearo Beach; the water system,

the community buiiding, the hospital and the schools., A bank and a telephone exchange
- were in the building.

Several of these commercial enterprises were of for more than Jocal scope. The'
{1lustrated Review, a rotogravure picture magazine with a national circulation of
600,000 originated here and the Sunday rotogravure supplements of several metropolltan
newspapers as well as rotogravure sectionsin Western magazines were printed here, .
The dehydrating plant sold its products nationwide and had contracts from the federal
government for dehydrated products for the armad forces.

COMMURITY PLAUNING

In the 1310's, E, G, Lewis, of Kissourl, created an indeperdent and self-sustaining
colony at Atascadero. It was based on the concept of developing a corawunity before

allowing the construction of the first residence. Lewls enlisted the afd of experts
in every related field and built the entire community, including public buiidings,
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such 25 the Adninistration Building, before the first house vas builit, As the headquartors
.for the Colony's operatinns, the Adninistration Building housed the cxecutive offlces of
the (olony Holding Cerporation and its subsidiary companies which managed all phases of

 the colony activity.

The creatlon of a pre-planned and pre-constructed cowmunity, 1ike Atascadero Celony, was
far in advance of 1ts time. There has been considerable interest in recent yeavs in

retaining many of the original concepts, The present Atascaderc General Plan embedios
much of the Colony Plan, : :

The Administration Building remains the symbol of the Atascaderc Calony whers, to quote
‘2 guverrment publication “"The Atascadero Colony Plan was devised with revarkasle fora-
sight by € 6, Lewls rore than a half century ago...subsequent planning {county) has
sought to remain true to the basic concepts of the original layout,,,." and ,M'al theugh
Tittle was known sbout Community Planning, Lewis! adroit handling of hls development
was Tar in advance of his tine. Hany concepts used Tn its design arc considered pito~
gressive by currsat-day professionats,!

The forty square mile subdivision of 1214 remains the basis upon which Atascadero COIOny
is presently growirg., The populetion is now 16,900,

EXPLDRﬂTiQN/SE?TLEMENT

The Administration Building was adninistrative headquarters of the Atascad

fhe hczinis I ero {olony
whilch was founded on farty square miles of land formerly inhobited and owned by a single
Céttff rancher, Tnvs.wa? 2 virgin area before Colony construction work of surveying,
planting or;ﬁa{d§, ?uxldsng roads, bridges and a water system.  This work dore in 1513
and 1614, wnich inciuded the start of construction of the Adwinlstration Buildine vas
done before a single CLolorist was a ra

Howed to build a home. When the Colony )
e s € 's : ne. Y was ready
for private home building In 1915 there were hundreds of Colonists {iving in o tent City
Tent City had accomodations for 1,000 persons,

POLITICS/GOVERKMENT

The land for the Atascadero Colony was purchased on behalf of the American Woman's

f 1i reri
w:zu?;;E gf ;he ﬁmfrucanAwgma?'sALeague. The cornerstone of the Administration Building
retioon CZ ab:} .'Leyis, V;ce President of the Woman's Republic, elected at ths

atior avettion In june, 1910, The League and its Repubi; i .
at:c 3 . pubiic were national organ-~
fzations formed to prepare women for nations] suffrage, : %

. ' upporter of women's rights. Around 1905 he i
American Woran'®s League and the fmerican Woran's Re oot e e e

laca ¢ . public to prepare women to tak thei
F'ece in the nation®s political 1: v ) C.3 et
the Ancrlcan Gpvernmqu. tical life. The Grganizations were modelad on the pattern of
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Lewis purchased the land for Atascadero .
the owner§h?p was transferred to Coleny °

The Adhinlstration15u7]ding was governir_
now houses San Luis Obispo County Office
this building wiil be the city hall,

SOC!AL/HUHAN!TRR!AN

The concepts of the Colory evolved from
idcas as complete haspital and medical «
all suployed persons in the Colony; a

which included 23 Protestant dendominsti
by the Colony; the meintcnance, harvest
orchards on a gro rate basis; undergrov
shopping center for the Coleny with all
owned water system that remains the sam

UTHER

Gankruptcy of the Colony Holding Corpor
era of the Colony as dominated hy E, G,

There bas been considerable interest in
concepts, The prescnt Atascadero Gener.
There are probably not two lots of the :
spaculntors have obtained lot splits, ¥
are winding and give an open space, rure
many new residents in recent years, The
.original plan of 7,000 homes on 23,000 &
areas as originally subdivided,

Atascadero Colony is an unincorporated -
Board of Supervisors of the County of &
golf course in the county, the first-F:
flrst to pave tha state highway with ce&

OF the original buildings from Colony d
Building, now called the Veterans!' Memo
Temple and Sheriff's Horth County H?adq
for the north county; one bullding in &
now owned by a church.

£, G, Lewis was ycars shead ofdhis time
clopment concapts extremely moderm, b?:p
are more rodern than many conterporavics

cant znd thlg slgnificance further anhd
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....._....——-’: ~. —= . Lewis purchased the land for Atascadero Colony in the name of the Republic, Socon after, v g Al o1
'.:‘;a;;_.s ’ . . the cwnership was transferred to Coleny Holding Corporation, of which Lewis was president, ; LZ‘GN';_‘
ﬁ—. ,\gl : . . . . . CL.I._J.
SR . The Administration Building was governing seat of the Colony for its first decade and ‘ VERGALE
now houses San Luis Obispo County Offices. Vhen Atescadero Colony eventually incorporates : Pre
. 114} vils he ci 1. T4
w, was this building wl,1 be the city hal : s
in g A
dies _ 30T AL /HUMANETARTAN :
_ The concepts of the Coleny evolved from this building and included such progressive
cunte ¢ ldeas as conplets hospital and medical coverage for 311 employees, which inciuded phout }
;,;_ o all employed persons in the Colony: a federated church, the only church in the Colony NP
ag. wnich included 23 Protestant denominations worshipping together in a building providad .
R ) ty the Colony; tha maintenance, harvesting and marketing of fruit from privately owned : state
-t orchards on a pro rata basis; underarcund utilitics in the civic center; o sirgle i
O ’ shopping center for thes Coleony with 21l ‘stores under one roof; and a property-hoider- STATE
-owned water system that remains the same today, ,
_ : ;o FAFoRnt
Lolony OTHER ) BAKIE TITLE
» i : ' : Bars
Bankruptcy of the Colony Kolding Corporation in the mid-1920's brought an end to the ’ : : L TTTTORGATIIAT
era of tha Colony as dominated by E, G, Lewis, the founder. _ . Tro-
: I TTUSTREETE AL
ny o : There has been considerable Interest in recent years in retaining much of the original . L.l
single . concents, The present Atascadero General Plan cmbodies much of the Colony Flan, Q 3 EITY ORTTA
~g, ) There are probably not two lots of the same shape in the Colony other than where t Lo
1213 - o 5pecu!at<_)rs have obtained lot splits.  Excepting in the clvic center ail of the roads 1 @STAW
was are wirding and give an open-space, rural atmosphere to the cormunity that has aitracted :
ady many new residents in recent years, The growth was more than 11% in 1975, The h
L city ; original plan of 7,000 homes cn 23,000 acres may be rezlized with the cpening of new f
] areas as originally subdivided. ’ i B VAt et
L ) hereby noOMut.
. : Atascadera Coleny 1s an unfncorporated community under the goveralng control of the ! criteria and ore
< o Board of Supervisors of the County of San Luis Obispo. Atoscaders Colony had the Flrse P
. ) . golf course in the county, the flrst .Fist.Class Post 0ffice In the county, and was the : I [apmenamall
ilding . : first to pave the state highway with Cement from Colony border-to border, eleven ailes, % TITLE
« 4 . :
: ¢ | —
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