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CONDITION CHECK Cfis

_sXCEUt'if _DE1ER.ORATED 3L.UHAUEREQ

_F#in _Ur4£XPOSED

CMECK ONE 
J&aiGiNAcS'ie
...AsOVFO DAT?

"DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL tif KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building has a Greek cross plan, in the aiddle of the cress 
there are two rotundas, one above the other and reach 100 feet 
in height. 2he dole's of the rotundas are coffered. Medallions 
of famous scholars and philosophers carved by a French ceramist, 
'labile Doat, were put in the coffers on the dome of the upper 
rotunda.
T.i'e do;r.e,of the building is tile. The northern and southern arras 
of tiie cross are pillared porticos. The eastern and western arms 
are valled-in with engaged columns on the surfaces. The porticos 
have very high vails above the entablatures. Each wall is broken 
by an arch in the middle* The building is resting on a podium 
foundation.

Three floors of offices open on the circular hallways arovjs,;? . the 
lower rotunda. Free standing columns support the doiue of the 
upper rotunda rind an open mezzanine balcony. Walled c'olunms support 
th?" laver rotunda from the dome of v.'hich han~s a very lar^e 
chandelier.

Ihe builciii- has a floor area of ^8,942 square feet. It is built 
of reinforced concrete and faced with -terra 'cotta brick. The 
bui?:.<iitig stands "alone -in a landscaped block facing sunken gardens. 
At the four corners of the building are small Baroque fountains by 
George Julian ZcXaay, now used as flower beds,

to the architect the building is an Italian Iteriaissancs 
revival (after Palladio).

PERIOD AREAS OF SiON!F!CANCE - CHECK AK'D JUG,

-.AGRICULTURE—150O-15S9 

_1 tOO-(699 2LAfiChllECTUn£ 

_1 700-1 799 _ART 

_1!500-18S9 SCOWMERCE 

ilSOO- . _COMML'«1C>TIONS

—CONSERVATION _U«.V

—ECONOMICS UTF"

X.EXPLORATION/SE1TLEMENT

_IN<: £NTION

SPECIFIC DATES

STATEMHNT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The cornerstone was laid and construction wan 
on this building before a single hoina T.-aa but

• -(40) square .Dilcs of the Atasencler'o • Colony* 
v?as planned by a beard of national e;cp^rxs a,, 
23,000 acres vas uubdivaded and a filing ^ad', 
than .100 miles of ro3ds conirtructed, a i:at?r . 
structed s including 23 miles of realms, parks t • 
buildings, and 3000 acres of orchards plarrtecl

•- fj.rst colonist ',:as allov;ed to build hii; hcir.e.
r'n-Titfii' 11 -i r-n- -^rs-f -'. w nA-i-.-r^s*'-. *-? -J-- j-j —-far in advance of its ti~e and can 
design are considered progressive by current

The Administration Building housed the exeout

prisea I housed ia another lar^e builcinr;,' J-' 
civic center), the warheting of the orchard v 
colony (The Oaladero Corporation), th« Atar>r" 
opmcnt, the Garden ?ar;^3 development, the ni 
the flo>:er seed company, a bank* a library (.. 
exhibition area -(lower rotunda: present KUSC-L 
phone exchange.

E. G. Lewis, founder of the Atascadero Colony 
of the Colony Holding Corporation vas an p?:rl; 
advocate of women's sufferafe. Lev;is vas fo" 
American Vosen's League, a national or^ani-^-t' 
houses throughout the country, founded to pro, 
take their place in the political lifo of the 
cadero Hancho was purchased in 1913 i*i "the n~ 
women's League and the corue.rstone of the AdiT 
Building wa?; laid by its president.

see continuation sheet
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The cornerstone was laid and construction -.ris '/oil jr^.ev.:-.y 
on this building before a single hose v:as cailt en t;-a forfcj 
(40) square milo.;i of the Atassacero Colon:;, -^? csi'circ eQl.o::y 
v?as planned by a beard of national orp^rts r«r,d then t*i<: c-it.Lij 
23,CCO acres vas subdivided p^ii a filin~ ^ade th'rcx, nors 
than 100 srdles of roads coneiructed, a vptcr rr/-s*••:/: c--n-
STZ*^G T-f}Ct) 3.H C J-X1C-. j. J*1J^ *i ^) IQX J.C£s C£ ; Li 3 TJ ^ ., T^'*ir*-'C lS). CH.VXC v.' ". C - ?

buildings, and 5000 acr-a-3 of nrc'-.-ras 7l.?.ntil all ro/nr: *'i^ 
first colonist v;as allowed to build hie hc-/.o. A fo-9.1 ..'•:. -r-

'design r-.re considered progressive by curr3nt d>\r ;roC r -,;j.o :•. :,

The Administration Building hov.s^d the e--;-?r:i;tive o^^ic-ca jf 
the Colony Holding Corporation and its '.iub^iciiary ^••.",.,•;..•;: •, •* 
v, ich managed alj. phases of colony activity: injl.'-li. 1 - /-^;^ 
sales, rtrinting and ivablishin^-^' all colony coivicjrcipl o \trr~ 
prises (housed in another larje builuin--,. .,-a Tin:;-. ! i iho 
civic center), the ;.%.arketir)g of las orchard r.rouvi oicn of *;'"' 
colony (The. Caladoro Corporation), the At-^'-^rro v.?-":-h cov;l-

phone exchange.

S. &. Lewis, founder of the Atascadero Colony and Tr?;!.•:«it 
of the Colony Holding Corporation wa?, an e?irly --~nd ctrr-r.-: 
advocate of v/omen's sofferage. Lewis was j?o^'ader or uif- 
American Women's League, a national organisation vith chaotsr 
houses throughout' the country, founded" to nre^are '/otuen tc 
take their place in the politics! life of the'nat-inji. A.tar.- 
cadero Rancho was purchased in .1913 in the naae of the Asioriean 
rfo3en*s league and the cornerstaa3 of the Adbiinistration. 
Building was laid by its presides^.

see continuation sheet
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The Administration Building- "became nationally recognised as 
a <-:yiibol for the At?.sca<iero Colony in the issues of the Ill­ 
ustrated Review. This magazine, the first picture publication 
•devoted to current events, was published in Atascadero and had 
a circulation of 600,000. 10,000 copies were said to be sold 
each month on the I<e>: York newstands alone. Subscribers lived 
in every state in the Union and many foreign countries. Jfeny^
£f,J^§^.J2£0I-i-r b e.c ?:±e j'^.e _resiASri "£J:)£. -'l 'k f:-sca'i£1lc.' ~^ n &<l<i- 
it'ion,"~the b;iiding waV'nTos^'prorrrfrient ra"the""laviDh 
promotional publications on Atasczdero Colony distributed 
throughout the country. (l-ir. Lewis' circulation lists, froa 
iiis University City publishing i/ays where his -;a,5ai.ir-ss had 
the largest circulation in the nation, vere extensive.) 
Atascadero vas one of three cities founded by Mr. lewis. The 
others were University City,,Kissouri and Pales Verae^, Calif.

The .-d-iiuistration Building totxay is pictured on many letter­ 
heads -- The Che_^ber of Coi'merce, the Historical Society, the 
Colony Days Co:r.uittse t on the 2over of the General Ilan" >nd
on tiles set in plaques ^iven as firs pace awars during 
the annual Colony Days celebration.

The Adainistration Building ranks as one of the cost prominent 
structures in the county along with Hearst Castle, the Mission; 
of San Luis Obispo and San Miguel and the Dana Adobe,
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ARCHITECTURE

The Administration Building of the Atnscadsro Colony has been one of the rcost imposing 
structures on the Central Coast of California for sixty years.

It was designed by W. D» Bliss, of Bliss and Faville, a prorJnent San Francisco Architec­ 
tural firm. They also designed r,a ny" we! 1 - known buildings in the Son Francisco Bay Area, 
such .as the St, Francis Hotel, the Southern Pacific Building, Bank of California, Vcmen's 
Athletic Club, Convent of the Sacred Heart, the State Office Building, and the Oakland 
Hotel. The impressive scale and style cf the Adnintstration Building would have adapted 
well to the Son Francisco surroundings, but'was highly unusual for this area at that 
tine. Employing a prestigious architect, such ai Bliss, was part of Lewis 1 pi en to 
involve experts at every phase of the cocwjn i ty' s development.

The buMdtnq's prototype r-ay have been constructed earlier >n Lewis' University City in 
Missouri. The earlfc-r structure showed Asian influences and was kncv;n cs the ; 'Taj M.ihnV 1 . 
The Administration Building's unusual characteristics are its double rotur.da rooms, one 
above the other, and its layered-like dome roof,

A detailed description .of the architecture of this building was included in the 
f Jor.i i na t i on Fo rm.

COMMERCE

The Administration Building was built as the headquarters of the At^scsdcro Colony's 
operations. These included the all-under-one-roof shopping center (which provided 
the only shopping irt the colony}; the printing and publishing plant with the only 
rotogravure presses in the West; the dehydrating and canning plant; land sales; the 
hotels, one above the shopp r ng center end one at Atoscadsro peach; the water system, 
the community building, the hospital and the schools. A bank and a telephone exchange 

- were in the building.

Several of these corrvnercial enterprises were of for ir,ore than .Jocal scope, The 
Illustrated Review, a rotogravure picture magazine wfth 5 national circulation of 
600,000 originated here and the Sunday rotogravure supplements of several rretropo! I tars 
newspapers as well as rotogravure sections in Western magazines were printed here. 
The dehydrating plant sold its products nationwide and had contracts from the federal 
government for dehydrated products for the armed forces.

COMMUNITY PLAlttmiG

in the )9lO r s, £. G. Lewis, of Missouri, created sn independent and self-sustaining 
colony at Atoscadero. It was based on the concept of developing a corvnunity before 
allowing the construction of the fTrst residence. Lewfs enlisted the afcf of experts 
in every relou-d fieid and built the entire coraumlty, Including public buildings.
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such as the Adninistration Building, before the first house was bui it. As the headquartan 
.for tht; Colony's operations, ths Administration Building housed t'i e executive offices of 
the Co'lony Holding Corporation and its subsidiary companies which managed all phases of 
the colony activity.

The creation of a pre-planned and pre-constructed ccr-mun? ty, Ilka Atascadero Colony, wfis 
far in advance of its time. There has been considerable interest in recant yes«*s in 
retaining many of the original concepts. The present Atascaderc General Plan embodies 
tr.uch of the Colony Plan.

The Administration Building re-nains the symbol of the Atascadero Colony wVre, to quote 
'a ccvtrr.Tient publication "TNe Atoscadero Colany Plan was devised wJth remarkable fore­ 
sight by EC; G. Lewis rrore than a half century ego..»subsequent planning (county) has 
sought to remain true to the basic concepts of the origins? layout.... 1 ' and r "a*though 
little w3s known ebout Convnunity Planning, Lewis 1 adroit handling of his c'eva *opnent 
was far in advance of his tine. Many concepts used In its design ore- considered pro­ 
gressive by current-day professionals,"

TNe forty square nile subdivision of ]$\ tt re-nains the basis upon which Atascadero Colony 
is presently growing. The population is now 16,000.

EXPLORATiO!4/S£7TLEMEHT

The Administration Building was administrative headquarters of the Atascadero Colony
•".•as founded on forty square nl-le's of land formerly inhabited and c.vned by a single 

e rancher. This was a virgin area before Colony construction work of surveying, 
planting orchards, building roads, bridges and a wat<?r systen. This work done In 1913 
and 191^, which included the start of construct ion of the Administration Building, was 
done before a single Colonist was allowed to but Id a ho~*e. When the Colony was ready 
for private ho-e building in 1915 there were hundreds of Colonists living ir. j tant cfty 
awaiting permission to build. Tent City had acco^odatians for 1,000 persons.

CONTINUATION SHEET

The land for the Atascadero Colony was purchased on behalf of the American V/oman's 
Republic of the American Woman' s League. The cornerstone of the Administration Building 
wasjaid by Mabel G. Lewis, Vice President of the Vonen's Republic, elected at tns 
national conversion in June, 1910. The League and its Republic were notional organ­ 
izations formed to prepare women for national suffrage.

E, &. Letfi^, was a strong supporter of women's rights. Around 1905, he founded the 
American v/or.an's League ond the ^erican Wonan's Republic to pretiare women to take their 
?, ccf ir' the "atlon's political life. The organizations were modeled on the pattern of the /wncrlcoo Gpvcrrmcnt*

Lewis purchased the land for At«scodero 
the ownership was transferred to .Colony '

The Administration Building was governir 
now houses San Luis Obispo County Office 
this building wl.l be the city hall.
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Lewis purchased the land for Atescadero Colony In the name of the Republic. Soon arts.-, 
the ownership was transferred to Colony Holding Corporation, of which Lewis was president.

The Administration Building was Governing .seat of the Colony for its first decade and
now houses San Luis Obispo County Offices. When Atascadero Colony eventually incorporates
this bu< Idi.ng w! , 1 be the ci ty hal 1.

SOCfAL/HUKAHITAftlAN

The concepts of the Colony evolved fron-F this buj Id-ing and included such progressive 
ideas es complete hospital and rr.eaicol coverage for olf employees, v.-h-ch included about 
3}] employed persons Jn the Colony; a federated church, the only church in the Colony 
which included 23 Protestant denominations worshipping together in a building provtdjc! 
by the Colony; the rcaintenance, harvesting'and marketing of fruit from privately owned 
orchards on a pro rata basis; underground utilities in the civic center; a single 
chopping center for .the Colony with ell stores under one roof; and a property-holdsr- 
Q'.'.'ned water system that remains the same today,

OTHER

Bankruptcy of the Colony Hosdfng Corporation in the mld-1920's brought an end to the 
era of the Colony as dominated by E. G. Lewis, the founder*

There has been considerable interest in recent years in retaining much of the original 
concepts. The present Atascadero Genera! Plan embodies rr.uch of the Colony Plan. 
There are probably not two lots of the same shape in the Colony other than where 
speculators have obtained lot splits. Excepting in the civic center all of the roads 
are winding and give an open-space, rural atmosphere to the ccrmumty that has attracted 
many new residents En recent years. The growth was nore than 11% in 1975, The 
original plan, of 7,000 ho-~es en 23,000 acres nay be realized with the opening of new 
areas as originally subdivided.

Atascadero Colony Is an unincorporated cccwiunlty under the governing control of the 
Board of Supervisors of the County of San Luis Obtspo. Atoscadero Colony had the first 
golf course in the county, the fIrst •£ Fst^Class Post Office In the county, and was the 
first to pave the state highway with cement from Colony border-to border, eleven nfles.

Of the original buildings frco Colony days there remain, in addition to the Administration 
Building, now called the Veterans 1 Memorial Building; the Prlntery, now the Masonic 
Temple and Sheriff's North County Headquarters; the'hospttal, now county general hospital 
for the north county; one building In the high school ccrcplex; and the Comtiantty Sullding. 
now owned by a church.

E. G. Lewis was years ahead of his time In niany ways, Hot only were his cor*non.ity 
elcptnsrst concepts extremely modern, but his attitudes toward women ond their ca. 
&rn rx>re modern than many contemporaries'. LewJs, in himself was historically signifi­ 
cant sr,J this sTgnEfIcanco further enhances Atascadero's Fmportonce,
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As the dnsiijoated S;ete'Historic Preservafon OP'.cei Jor ihe Naiiorta! Historic "fcsorvahon Ad; ol" 1966 (PutJ-ic LawS'J 655). i 
hereby nominate-this property 'of inclusion in the National Resistor and certify tha» « has been ovaluaiCd acconJirtp vo ine 
critwa and procedu.-ss set 'crth by the wAior>a! Park Service
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DATETntE State Historic Preservation Officer

S H£R?:3Y CERTrFYTHAT TH!S PROPERTY IS IN'CLUCED !N TM« NATIONAL RECtoti


