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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The exact date of construction of Sunnyside is not known but is believed
to have been in the early 1840's. The house is a two-story white
clapboard done in the Greek Revival style. The bracketed pediment is
supported by four square columns and shelters a second story porch.
Brackets are also to be found under the cornice.

The rear section of the ell, which also has a second story porch, was
built around two cedar log houses which date around 1790.The brick wings,
painted white, were added in the 1920's by Colonel Granville Sevier.

The only other alteration to the downstairs was the addition of a bathroom|

The right parlor contains an Italian Marble mantel which Colonel Sevier
had brought from the Mediterranean. The staircase in the entry hall is
cherry and of simple design. The doors opening from the entry hall on
the first floor have an unusual wood design carved around the panels.

bl

A section of the inside wall has been removed in the rear part of the ell
exposing the logs of the original cabins. French doors open on to the
porch from all rooms on the first floor.

This floor is currently being used for storage by the Metropolitan Board
of Parks. Because of continued abuse the first floor is in a state of
disrepair.

The second floor of Sunnyside has been lived in since 1946 by the director
of parks and i{s in good repair. New ceilings and floors were installed,
leaving intact the originals, in the ell section. The second floor back
porch has been converted into a bedroom. The front two rooms of the house
were altered by the addition of closets and a bathroom. The landing of
the second floor staircase and hallway is being used for furniture

storage and is closed off from the rest of the second floor.

The basement of the house is in excellent condition.

There are three original outbuildings remaining; two are log and the third|,
the carriage house, is clapboard. These buildings are in good condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located on the site of the French Trading Post, this land was.used as a
meeting place for Indian Tribes. Mrs. Jesse Benton, Jr., widow of
Senator Thomas Hart Bentor's brother, had Sunnyside built in the early
1840's. The site for the home was one of three selected by Jesse Benton
before his death.

Before Sunnyside was built Mrs. Benton resided in two cedar log houses
which are possibly two of the oldest structures in the state. When the
main house was built Mrs. Benton had the two log structures incorporated
in her home. This is the reason for the broken roof line on the ell of
the house.

Thomas Hart Benton left Tennessee largely because of quarrels with Andrew
Jackson. The worst rift between Jesse and Thomas Benton and Jackson

came on September 4, 1812 at the City Hotel across from the courthouse

in Nashville. Jesse shot Jackson twice, once in the arm and once in the
back. Problems between the two families persisted through the twenties.

During the Civil War the property was purchased by John Armstrong Shute,
who presented it to his daughter, Mrs. Stephen W. Childress, whose husband
was a nephew of Mrs. Benton. As the two-day Battle of Nashville raged
around the house, it was riddled with shot and shell. When the battle

had subsided, it was used as a hospital to treat the wounded soldiers.
After the war, it was necessary for extensive repairs to be made to the
house. Mrs. Childress called the place Lee Monte, in honor of Robert E.
Lee. During the 1870's the house was sold to Joseph Spence, and was
acquired in 1881 by Dr. L. G. Noel, who owned it until it was acquired
around 1920 by Colonel Granville Sevier. During Dr. Noel's occupancy, the
house was known as Ildlewild.

In addition to its importance during the Battle of Nashville and as a
house of prominent early Nashville families, Sunnyside is a significant
example of the Greek Revival architecture in Middle Tennessee during the
mid-nineteenth century.

Plans are underway through a joint effort of the Board of Parks and
Recreation and the Metropolitan Historical Commission to convert Sunnyside
into a living history museum. An archaeological project for the site has
also been planned to aid in the proper interpretation of the site.
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