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1. Name of Property 
historic name Oak Grove School 
other names/site number N/A 

2. Location 
atreet & number South 
cit town Oak Grove 
atate Arkansas 

3. Claaaltlcatlon 
Ownerahlp of Property 
IX] private 
D public-local 
D publlc·State 
D public-Federal 

270 

county Grant 

Category of Property 
[X] bulldlng(a) 
0dlatrlct 
Oalte 
D atructure 
Oobject 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

code 

Number of R11ourc11 within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 bulldlnga 

1 

___ lltll 
___ 1tructur11 
___ object• 
__ o_Total 

Number of contributing reaourc11 prevloualy 
listed In the National Register N/A 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that thla 
CXJ nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties In the 
National eglster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 11t forth In 36 CFR Part eo. 
In my p n, the roperty []]me a n meet the National Register criteria. 0 See contlnuiJ.!in sheet. 

-~;..__-:?...;...,.3"-~ ..... 1::;._;1 ..... ' -
Date 

S~ate or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, h_yeby, certify that this property is: 

5Zf entered in the National Register. 
0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 
Register. 0 See continuation sheet. 

0 determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
0 other, (explain:)--------

Date 

fj Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

School 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: WPA 
Craftsman 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from i.nstructions) 

Church 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation _ _.C ...... o..unwc.....,r...,e"""t .... e~-----------
walls __ _]\L.l.VJ:ie.aa..~..thl..l.l;;;.ewrh~ou.aa.rwdu.._ _________ _ 

roof Asphalt 
other __________________ ___ 

Q9 See continuation sheet 
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Summary 

OMS Apptrwel No. 10UC011 

The Oak Grove School is a single-story, four-room structure constructed by the Works 
Progress Administration in 1938. The building is typical of WPA-constructed schoolhouses 
and features some Craftsman influences. 

Elaboration 

The Oak Grove School is a single-story, four-room schoolhouse constructed by the WP A in 
1938. The plan is rectangular and consists of a continuous concrete foundation supporting 
novelty-sided, wood-frame walls covered by a composition-shingled, gable-on-hipped roof. The 
rafters are exposed underneath the eaves in the traditional Craftsman style. There are two 
central interior chimneys. 

The northern elevation features a central gable projecting porch supported by two square 
columns resting on a raised concrete platform. Two separate doors with six-pane transoms 
provide access to different rooms. Both were originally classrooms, but now the eastern door 
leads to the sanctuary which was created from the two eastern classrooms. There are no 
windows in the northern elevation. 

The eastern elevation is fenestrated by four sets of tripled nine-over-nine double-hung windows 
symmetrically arranged. An overhanging shed porch shields an entrance at the southern end 
of this elevation. The southern elevation is blank. 

The western elevation contains identical lighting arrangements as the eastern elevation with the 
addition of a projecting gable porch in the center. This porch likewise rests on two square 
columns and is highlighted by double doors with a twelve-pane transom. 

Interior modifications have been minor considering the conversion to a church. The 
northwestern classroom is virtually unaltered and retains the original blackboard and the built­
in coat closet. A six-pane pivot window located on the interior wall to enhance ventilation 
remains, as does the original door trim and six-pane transom of the doorway entering the 
southwestern classroom. This room has been divided into multiple rooms for Sunday School. 
The northeastern and southeastern classrooms were combined to form the sanctuary, and 
colored glass replaced the original clear window panes. The southeastern classroom originally 
contained a stage at the southern end. 

Although the interior has undergone some alterations in its conversion to a church, one room 
remains as an excellent representative of a 1930's era classroom. The exterior appears 
virtually unaltered since its construction in 1938. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide IXJ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria D A D B IX] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A DB DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
Architecture 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Period of Significance 
1938 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 
WPA 

N/A 

Significant Dates 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

00 See continuation sheet 



8. MaJor Bibliographical Reference• 

Prtvloue documentation on flit (NPS): 
D preliminary determination of Individual lletlng (38 CFR 87) 

hu bttn requtlttd 

~ 
prtvlouely lllttd In the National Rtglettr 
prtvlouely dtttrmlntd tllglblt by tht National Rtglettr 
dtllgnattd 1 National Hletorlc Landmark 
rtcordtd by Hletorlc American Building• 

SUNtY*----------------------------0 recorded by Hletorlc American Englnttrlng 
Record~#:__ _____________ _ 

10. Oeoaraphlcal Data 

[X] See continuation eheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
D Statt hletorlc prtltNatlon offlct 

§ Othtr State agency 
Ftdtral agency 
Local government 

D Unlvtrelty 
Dothtr 
Sptclty rtpoeltory: 

Acreage of property __..JL~e~S!§.S...Jtu:hl.iilawn.....Q.onweL-----------------------

UTM References 
A~ I 516161117101 

Zone Eastlng 

c LLJ I I I I I I I 

131719171212101 
Northing 

I I I I I I I I 

B LLJ I I I I I 

Zone Eastlng . 

0 LLJ I I I I I 

D See continuation sheet 

I I I I 

Northing 

I I I I 

Verbal Boundary Description Beginning at the intersection of the southern edge of Highway 2UJ and the 
line formed by the eastern elevation of the building, proceed southerly along said line to the point 
formed by the intersection of said line and the line formed by the southern elevation of the building; 
thence proceed westerly to a point formed by the intersection of said line and the line formed by 
the western elevation of the building; thence proceed northerly to a point formed by the intersection 
of said line and the southern edge of Highway 270; thence proceed easterly to the point of beginning. 

D See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Patrick Zollner/National Re~ster Historian 
organization Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
street & number 225 East Markham, Suite 300 
city or town Little Rock 

•U .S.GP0:1988·0·223·918 

0 See continuation sheet 

date 4'10'91 
telephon~ r (501) 324-9346 
state Arkansas zip code 72201 
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Summary Criterion C, local significance 

ewe ApptrweJ No. tOU«J11 

The Oak Grove School, located six miles east of Sheridan in Grant County, is being 
nominated under Criterion C with local significance as the best example of a Works Progress 
Administration-constructed schoolhouse in the area. The four-room structure operated as a 
public school from 1938 until the 1949-1950 school year. 

Elaboration 

The Oak Grove Community is located six miles east of Sheridan in Washington Township. 
Originally located in Jefferson County, the community has changed its traditional boundaries 
over the years and was probably sparsely inhabited prior to the creation of Grant County in 
1869. Although Oak Grove was never an established town or even a well-defined community, 
generations of residents constructed churches, mills, and businesses to accommodate their 
needs. 

In 1938, several schools in the area were consolidated to form School District #24. Because 
of its geographical location in the center of the new district, the Oak Grove Community was 
chosen as the site for the new school. The Works Progress Administration employed local 
craftsmen for the construction of the new four-room schoolhouse. On completion in 1938, the 
Sheridan Headlight mentioned the new building's "modem" interior furnishings and described 
the new structure as "a credit to the community and to the State of Arkansas." The new 
schoolhouse was dedicated during a special program in March 1939. 

As evidence of the importance of the new school building to the community, and as a 
reflection of the growth in the region, J. A. Waddell, Grant County Judge from 1894 to 1898 
and from 1916 to 1919, recounted: 

I am glad to see the improvements here. At the close of the Civil War, there 
were only two settlements on the road from Pine Bluff to Oak grove [sic] and 
only a few houses visable [sic]. Today (1939), all the way are nice white 
houses as far as one can see on each side of the road. Shows you how fast the 
state has grown in all sections. Hurrah for Grant County! 

The new WP A structure did not last long as a schoolhouse, however. In 1949, the school 
district was consolidated with the Sheridan school district. Since that date, the structure has 
been utilized as the Center Grove Methodist Church. A few modest interior modifications 
were made to effect this conversion. The glass window panes on the eastern side of the 
structure were replaced with colored glass; however, the window sash and muntins were not 
disturbed. The exterior of the building is virtually unchanged and appears as it did in 1938. 
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The Oak Grove School is significant under Criterion C as the best example of a WP A 
constructed frame schoolhouse in the area. There are no other extant WP A constructed frame 
school buildings in Grant County. The structure is well-maintained and an excellent 
representative of the era in which it was built. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

NRIS Reference Number: 91000693 

Oak Grove School 
Property Name 

Multiple Name 

Date Listed: 6/14/91 

Grant 
county 

ARKANSAS 
state 

----------------------------------------------------------------This property is listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

?cctMJ An~ 
{~)signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Amended Items in Nomination: 

Section No. 8 

This nomination is amended to add Criteria Consideration A, since 
the former school is now being used as a church. 

The amendment has been confirmed by phone with the Arkansas SHPO 
(6/14/91). 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property file 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
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Oak Grove School 

STATE & COUNTY: ARKANSAS, Grant 

DATE RECEIVED : 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 

5/02/91 
6/05/91 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 5/20/91 
DATE OF 45TH DAY : 6/16/91 

DATE OF WEEKLY LIST : 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91000693 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM : N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER : N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE : N SLR DRAFT: Y NATIONAL : 
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__ RETURN __ REJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 
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DISCIPLINE J2rt 0.. v, 
DATE CI{IY(O.I 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count __ resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

__ architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
__ relating significance to the resource 
__ context 
__ relationship of integrity to significance 
__ justification of exception 
__ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

__ sketch maps __ USGS maps __ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 
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Signed Date 
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April 23, 1991 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of Registration 

ARKANSAS 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 
PROGRAM 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
1100 "L" Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

RE: Oak Grove School 
Oak Grove Community - Grant County, Arkansas 

Dear Carol: 

u 
r. r T-:! il rr:' ' .__, 

L ~ 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

We are enclosing for your review the nomination of the above referenced property. The 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program has complied with all applicable nominating 
procedures and notification requirements in the nomination process. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Cathy Bufor 
State Histor c Preservation Officer 

CB:kg 

Enclosures 

r;J 

01 
':. 

Suite 200 • Heritage Center • 225 East Markham • Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 • Phone- (501) 324-9346 

A Division of the Department of Arkansas Heritage 


