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OWNER'S NAME:

Richard and Emily Draper
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204 Federal Street
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CODE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

'VThe Draper?Adkins House is a five-bay, single-pile, two-and-a- 

half story structure with an east frontage. The house is of timber 

construction with weatherboard sheathing and rests on brick foundatio

The symmetrical facade is broken by a two-story portico, erected 

in stages; the first story is detailed with bullseye corner blocks 

while the second receives scroll-cut wood details. The roof is 

covered with shingles and is pierced by two segmental-arch dormers 

with bullseye details.

The interior of the house has oak and walnut inlaid parquet 

floors laid directly over the original pine flooring. The fireplaces 

in the north and south walls have Greek Revival details, and 

are flanked by windows. The center hall features an open stairway 

at the back. 4

To the rear of the main house block is a lower wing containing 

the dining room and kitchen with bed chambers above. The kitchen is 

modern, but the three-bay dining room retains its shallow chair rail 

and an end wall of beaded field paneling containing a fireplace and 

cupboards.

The Draper-Adkins house is set onto the street edge of the lot. 

The remainder of-the lot, to the rear, was formerly occupj,e4 

dependencies and gardens.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Draper-Adkins House is a well-preserved example of a frame 

Sussex County town house, built during a period when Milton was a 

thriving port at the head of navigation on Broadkill Creek.

Its austere Greek Revival symmetry is relieved by the second 

story of the portico, which is an excellent example of scroll-cut

wooden decoration. Such scrollwork is characteristic of the finer
#' - 

houses in Sussex County that were built or remodelled during the

second half of the nineteenth century.

.
\ The house was built around 1840 by Captain Joseph Adkins and 

was inherited by his daughter, who married William P. Richardson; 

she sold it to the present owners in 1949. Because the house has 

had so few owners, it has not been appreciably altered.



Wilmington Morning News, November 21, 1962, page

Conwell, Tilney Clark, Ships and Men of the Broa 
California: the author, 1966.
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Degrees Minutes Seconds

3Q° 46 ' 36
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75 ° 18 ' 41 "
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Division of HJatorical and Cultural Affairs
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Delaware
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1O

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is:

National n State Q Local §£]

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Hiiloric Preservation

Name 0
Dr. E. Berke&y' Tornpkins

Title Director, Div. of Historical 
and Cultural Affairs

Date \\-3LVL Date


